
No. 92-64 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tel. 301/504-2240 (Monday, April 27, 1992)

NRC CONSIDERS CHANGING REGULATIONS TO ALLOW
COMPACTED WASTE TO RETURN TO REACTOR SITES

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is considering amending
its regulations to allow nuclear reactor licensees to receive
back at the reactor site low-level radioactive waste that was
generated at the site but sent offsite for compaction or
incineration to reduce the waste's volume.

The amendment is being proposed primarily because of
changing circumstances surrounding the treatment, storage and
disposal of low-level radioactive waste at nuclear power plants;
however, the amendment would apply to all reactor (power and non-
power) licensees.

When the current operating licenses for nuclear power plants
were issued, low-level radioactive waste was being sent directly
offsite for disposal in a low-level radioactive waste disposal
facility. Therefore, the operating license did not authorize
nuclear power plant operators to receive nuclear material
(including waste) except in the form of fuel for use in the
reactor or as sealed radioactive sources for special purposes,
analysis or calibration. Thus, under current operating licenses,
reactor licensees may send low-level radioactive waste offsite to
another licensee for treatment (such as compaction or
incineration) but may not receive the treated waste back at the
nuclear power plant site.

Under milestones established in the Low-Level Radioactive
Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1985, access to the currently-
operating low-level radioactive waste disposal facilities will
not be available to all waste generators beginning January 1,
1993. As a result, some nuclear power reactor licensees may have
to store their low-level radioactive wastes, temporarily, until
regional compact or state sites are available for waste disposal.

Power reactor licensees frequently need to have a separate
company perform volume reduction or waste treatment services at
another location. However, the licensee providing these offsite
services may not have adequate licensed capacity for storing the
waste until disposal capacity is available and may need to return
it to the nuclear power plant where it was generated.



In addition, the legal relationships between states and
regions established under the Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy
Act of 1980 may require the return of compacted or incinerated
waste to the nuclear power plant where it was generated in order
to ensure that the waste is disposed of at the geographically-
appropriate disposal facility.

Since the Commission does not look favorably on long-term
onsite storage, the proposed amendment is intended to ensure that
licensees will have adequate, short-term, onsite storage capacity
for self-generated low-level radioactive waste until permanent
disposal capacity is available.

Written comments on the proposed amendments to Part 50 of
the Commission's regulations should be received by July 8, 1992.
They should be addressed to the Secretary of the Commission,
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555,
Attention: Docketing and Service Branch.

#


