April 6, 2000

MEMORANDUM TO: James L. Blaha, Assistant for Operations
Office of the Executive Director for Operations

FROM: Ashok Thadani, Director /RA/
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

SUBJECT: INTERACTIONS WITH NASA: CURRENT STATUS

Per earlier correspondence regarding interactions with NASA in the areas of risk assessment
and risk management, please inform the Commissioners’ Technical Assistants that RES staff
will be meeting with Dr. Peter Rutledge, the director of NASA’s Enterprise Safety and Mission
Assurance Quality Division in the Office of Safety and Mission Assurance on April 14, 2000.
This meeting is an initial planning meeting for a NASA/NRC workshop aimed at identifying
specific areas and modes of interaction. The meeting will lead to a proposal concerning the
workshop details (e.g., objectives, scope, date, location, participants). Per Dr. Rutledge’s
wishes, the initial meeting will largely involve technical staff; his management will be brought
into the process at a follow-up meeting. Attendance at both the April 14, 2000, meeting and the
follow-on workshop will be limited to NRC and NASA personnel (i.e., these will not be publically
announced meetings).

If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Nathan O. Siu at (301)415-6380.
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