
April 10, 2000

Mr. Harold W. Keiser
Chief Nuclear Officer & President -

Nuclear Business Unit
Public Service Electric & Gas

Company
Post Office Box 236
Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR WITHHOLDING INFORMATION FROM PUBLIC DISCLOSURE,
HOPE CREEK GENERATING STATION - SAFETY LIMIT MINIMUM CRITICAL
POWER RATIO AND FUEL VENDOR CHANGE (TAC NO. MA6771)

Dear Mr. Keiser:

By Public Service Electric and Gas Company’s (PSE&G) letter (LR-N00105) dated March 27,
2000, and ABB C-E Nuclear Power, Inc.'s, (ABB) affidavit executed by T. Rodack, dated
March 21, 2000, (Attachment 2 to letter LR-N00105), you submitted a response to the U. S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) request for additional information (RAI) dated
February 23, 2000, associated with the Hope Creek Generating Station Safety Limit Minimum
Critical Power Ratio and Fuel Vendor Change (Attachment 1 to letter LR-N00105), and
requested that it be withheld from public disclosure pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790. A
nonproprietary version of the RAI response (Attachment 3 to letter LR-N00105) was submitted
for placement in the NRC public document room.

ABB stated that the submitted information should be considered exempt from mandatory public
disclosure for the following reasons:

a. A similar product is manufactured and sold by major competitors of ABB.

b. Development of this information by ABB required hundreds of thousands of dollars
and thousands of manhours of effort. A competitor would have to undergo similar
expense in generating equivalent information.

c. The information consists of technical data and qualification information for ABB-
supplied products, the possession of which provides a competitive economic
advantage. The availability of such information to competitors would enable them
to design their product to better compete with ABB, take marketing or other actions
to improve their product’s position or impair the position of ABB’s product, and
avoid developing similar technical analysis in support of their processes, methods
or apparatus.
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d. In pricing ABB’s products and services, significant research, development,
engineering, analytical, manufacturing, licensing, quality assurance and other costs
and expenses must be included. The ability of ABB’s competitors to utilize such
information without similar expenditure of resources may enable them to sell at
prices reflecting significantly lower costs.

We have reviewed your submittal and the material in accordance with the requirements of
10 CFR 2.790 and, on the basis of ABB's statements, have determined that the information in
Attachment 1 to letter LR-N00105 contains proprietary commercial information.

Therefore, Attachment 1 to your letter LR-N00105, dated March 27, 2000, marked as
proprietary, will be withheld from public disclosure pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790(b)(5) and
Section 103(b) of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended.

Withholding from public inspection shall not affect the right, if any, of persons properly and
directly concerned to inspect the documents. If the need arises, we may send copies of this
information to our consultants working in this area. We will, of course, ensure that the
consultants have signed the appropriate agreements for handling proprietary information.

If the basis for withholding this information from public inspection should change in the future
such that the information could then be made available for public inspection, you should
promptly notify the NRC. You also should understand that the NRC may have cause to review
this determination in the future, for example, if the scope of a Freedom of Information Act
request includes your information. In all review situations, if the NRC makes a determination
adverse to the above, you will be notified in advance of any public disclosure.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (301) 415-1420.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Richard B. Ennis, Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate I
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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cc: See next page



Hope Creek Generating Station

cc:

Jeffrie J. Keenan, Esquire
Nuclear Business Unit - N21
P.O. Box 236
Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038

Hope Creek Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Drawer 0509
Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038

Mr. Louis Storz
Sr. Vice President - Nuclear Operations
Nuclear Department
P.O. Box 236
Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038

General Manager - Hope Creek Operations
Hope Creek Generating Station
P.O. Box 236
Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038

Director - Licensing Regulation & Fuels
Nuclear Business Unit - N21
P.O. Box 236
Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038

Regional Administrator, Region I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Dr. Jill Lipoti, Asst. Director
Radiation Protection Programs
NJ Department of Environmental

Protection and Energy
CN 415
Trenton, NJ 08625-0415

Manager - Joint Generation
Atlantic Energy
6801 Black Horse Pike
Egg Harbor Twp., NJ 08234-4130

Richard Hartung
Electric Service Evaluation
Board of Regulatory Commissioners
2 Gateway Center, Tenth Floor
Newark, NJ 07102

Lower Alloways Creek Township
c/o Mary O. Henderson, Clerk
Municipal Building, P.O. Box 157
Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038

Mr. Elbert Simpson
Senior Vice President-

Nuclear Engineering
Nuclear Department
P.O. Box 236
Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038
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