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Palisades Nuclear Plant
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Washington, DC 20555-0001 

DOCKET 50-255 - LICENSE DPR-20 - PALISADES PLANT 
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 00-002, NON-CONFORMANCE WITH TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR AUXILIARY FEEDWATER PUMP P-8B 

Licensee Event Report (LER) 00-002 is attached. The LER describes the reactor being 
made critical with the manual backup steam supply for Auxiliary Feedwater Pump P-8B 
inoperable. A Notice of Enforcement Discretion (NOED) had been granted to allow for 
this condition. This occurrence is reportable to the NRC in accordance with 10 CFR 
50.73 (a)(2)(i)(B) as a condition prohibited by Technical Specifications.  

SUMMARY OF COMMITMENTS

This letter contains no new commitments and no revisions to existing commitments.  

Juglas7EE. Cooper 
Plant General Manager 

CC Administrator, Region III, USNRC 
Project Manager, NRR, USNRC 
NRC Resident Inspector - Palisades
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Technical Specification 3.5.1.a requires steam driven Auxiliary Feedwater Pump P-8B to be operable 
prior to making the reactor critical. Technical Specification 4.9a.2, requires the steam-driven pump to be 
started alternately from each control room switch and from the pump test-key switch in a three month 
period. The phrase "each control room switch" refers to the switches that operate the steam supply 
valves for the normal (automatically actuated) and backup (manually actuated) supplies to the P-8B 
turbine. The existence of this surveillance requirement, which specifically requires testing of the manual 
backup steam supply valve, implies that this manual backup steam supply line is a required feature to 
support operability of P-8B.  

Contrary to the above, on February 28, 2000, the reactor was made critical with the manual backup 
steam supply for P-8B inoperable. A Notice of Enforcement Discretion (NOED) had been granted to 
allow for this condition.  

This occurrence is reportable to the NRC in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as a condition 
prohibited by Technical Specifications.  

A Technical Specification Amendment was requested and subsequently granted on March 14, 2000.  

NRC FORM 366 (6-1998)



NRC FORM 366a U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
(6-1998) 

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) 
TEXT CONTINUATION 

FACILITY NAME (11 DOCKET(2) L R Nt]MBER (6) PAGE 

CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY YEAR SEQUENTIAL REVISION 

PALISADES NUCLEAR PLANT 05000255 NUMBER NUMBER 2 OF 2 

2000 002 00 
TEXT (If more space is required, use additional copies of NRC Form 366A) (17) 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Technical Specification 3.5.1.a requires steam driven Auxiliary Feedwater Pump P-8B 
{P;BA} to be operable prior to making the reactor critical. Technical Specification 4.9a.2, 
requires the steam-driven pump to be started alternately from each control room switch and 
from the pump test-key switch in a three month period. The phrase "each control room 
switch" refers to the switches that operate the steam supply valves for the normal 
(automatically actuated) and backup (manually actuated) supplies to the P-8B turbine. The 
existence of this surveillance requirement, which specifically requires testing of the manual 
backup steam supply valve, implies that this manual backup steam supply line is a required 
feature to support operability of P-8B.  

Contrary to the above, on February 28, 2000, the reactor was made critical with the manual 
backup steam supply for P-8B inoperable. A Notice of Enforcement Discretion (NOED) had 
been granted to allow for this condition.  

This occurrence is reportable to the NRC in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as a 
condition prohibited by Technical Specifications.  

ANALYSIS OF THE EVENT 

On February 5, 2000, a steam leak developed in the underground piping which provides a 
manual back-up steam supply to Auxiliary Feedwater Pump P-8B turbine. Due to the 
inability to easily demonstrate complete code compliance for the entire length of 
underground pipe, a decision was made to consider the manual back-up steam supply 
inoperable. The manual back-up steam supply line is not credited in any plant Design Basis 
Event. A Request for Enforcement Discretion was submitted to the NRC to permit plant 
start-up and subsequent operation for the period of time necessary to process a license 
amendment. On February 18, 2000, a NOED was granted by the NRC.  

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE 

There was no safety significance associated with this occurrence. The manual backup 
steam supply line is not credited in any plant Design Basis Event.  

CAUSE OF THE EVENT 

The condition was entered knowingly under an approved NOED.  

CORRECTIVE ACTION 

A Technical Specification Amendment which removes all references to the manual backup 
steam supply line was requested and subsequently granted on March 14, 2000.


