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March 23, 2000

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: McGuire Nuclear Station, Units 1 and 2
Docket Nos. 50-369/50-370
Proposed Technical Specification (TS) Amendments
TS 3.7.15 - Spent Fuel Assembly Storage,
TS 4.3 - Fuel Storage

Duke Energy Corporation submitted proposed amendments to TS
3.7.15 - "Spent Fuel Assembly Storage" and TS 4.3 - "Fuel
Storage” in a letter dated April 5, 1999. Supplemental
information was submitted by a letter dated January 14, 2000.
This license amendment was submitted to compensate for boraflex
degradation via partial credit for soluble boron. The submittal
was based on approved methodology described in WCAP-14416,
"Westinghouse Spent Fuel Rack Criticality Analysis Methodology."

Results from a recent Duke analysis indicate that certain
calculations used to support the submittal may be non-
conservative at certain fuel burnup levels. This condition was
reported to the NRC on March 2, 2000 (Event Number 36748).
Further details will be described in Licensee Event Report
369/00-03 to be submitted per the reporting requirements of 10
CFR 50.73. :

Duke is investigating the cause of the potential non-
conservatism and has taken appropriate corrective actions to
address the condition. Duke has determined that it is
appropriate to retract the original license amendment. Duke
will modify the submittal package as needed and submit a
corrected proposed license amendment to the NRC by August 1,
2000. Duke understands that technical reviews associated with
the original submittal have been completed by the NRC staff.
Consequently, it is requested that the NRC expedite review of
the new submittal. Duke requests that the review be completed
by December 1, 2000 to support the next Unit 1 refueling outage
(1EOC14) .
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Please contact Kay Crane, at (704) 875-4306 or Mike Cash at
(704) 875-4117 for questions regarding this issue.

@@ NI

H. B. Barron, Vice President
McGulre Nuclear Station
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L. A. Reyes, Regional Administrator
Region II

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, GA 30303

S. M. Shaeffer
NRC Senior Resident Inspector
McGuire Nuclear Station

Frank Rinaldi

NRC Senior Project Manager (MNS)

Office of U. s. Nuclear Reactor Regulation
One White Flint North, Mail Stop 0-14H25
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

R. M. Frye, Director

Division of Radiation Protection
State of North Carolina

3825 Barrett Drive

Raleigh, N.C. 27609-7221

V. R. Autry, Director

Division of Radicactive Waste Management
Bureau of Land and Waste Management
Department of Health and Environmental Control
2600 Bull Street

Columbia, S§.C. 29201




