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FREEDOM OF INFQRR MATION ACT REQUEST

Pursuant, € U.3.C. 552 and the Dsrartment of Interior's implementing
regulations at )5 cPp Part S, would resvectfully request the following

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) records:

Catagary 1

Clll RLM records pertaining to consultation betwsen the HM and the U.S.

Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) regarding the Vanadium Corporation of
ca's recovery facility at Hite, Utah (Waite Canyon Mining

um
District).| (ses Attachment 4,) Such conaultation is documented in AEC
racords pertaining to the Hite tailings site. (See Attachment B, at ), 10.,

and 11,)

Category 2

411 other mLM records vertaining to the Hits, Utan, facility, AEC
records {ndicate HLM's Hite facility file was sent to Washington from Salt

Lake City, Utah,

Thank you for your attention to this request.

Enclosures; As Stated

99-05-21 PO3:45 |N

9912020003




&

’ . VANADIUM CORPORATION OF AMERICY
wWhite Canyon (Hite), Utah

Contract No. AT(05-1)-38 was ertered into with Vanadium Corporation of America
(VCA) on May 17, 1949, effective October §, 1943, for a term extending through
June 30, 1953, Amendments to the contract cxtended its term through Decenter 31,
1953, ’

The AEC paid a negotiated pricc for the U30g in concentrate purchased under the
contract,

Millfeed .or the White Canyon m1l) consisted of copper-uraniun ores from the White
Canyon district of southeastern Uzah, notably from the Happy Jack mine. Practi-
¢ally all of the ore fed to process during the term of the contract was purchascc
by the contractor from independent orc producers in the area. The remainder (less
than one hundreth of one percent) was furnished by the contractor.

The White Canyon facility was located at Hite, in the southeastern Utah area whorc
shite Canron :ntersects the Colorado Riser. It was essentially a pilot piant
operation, processing ar uverage of about 20 tons of ore per cax [ipdY from
of 1949 until it was shut down in December of 1953. During tiat per
treated 26,355 tons of ore averaging 0.453° Us0s. Recovery average
All of the uranium concentrate produced in the plant was sold to the AEC, .

LR

The plant used an acid leach process, and the leach liquors werc neutralized with
excessive sodium carbonate. The resulting alumina siudge was removed and the licuor
containing the uranium was then acidified to destroy the carbonate. with the add:-
tion of a small amount of caustic the uranium was precipitated as sodium diuranate.

Tables | and 2 present data on AEC purchases of U Og from VCA's White Canyon opera-
tion and mill production data for the period of the AEC contract.
Tatle 1 - AEC Purchases of U303 from Vanadium Corporation of america-hwhite Canvern,ur

Average Lost Per

Contract No. Period (FY) Us0g (Lbs.) Lb. Us0g ($)
4T(05-1)-38 19503) -1 95:b) 125,145 13.93%)

a) First Us0g delivercd late CY 1949,
o) Last U30g delivered 12/53.
¢) Average Fiscal Year costs ranged from $11.45 to $14.48.
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1o Robert lowenstein, Director RANE ’

Division of Licensing & Reguiation

THRU: Lyall E. Johnson, assistant Director for Materials Liceasing
FRON Donald A. Nussbaumer, of

Sourcs & Special Materials Branch

SU8JECT  STATUS REPORT ON URANIUM MILL TAILINGS AND HITE STTUATION
LR:DH

Attached as Appendixes A and B are chronological summaries of events
concerning regulatory staff actions on the general uranium mill tailings
situation and the Hite situation, respectivels. As you know, these
evants are the result of requests by mill licensees for texrmination of
their AEC licenses. :

- As noted under Item 24 of Appendix A, I phoned Ir. Harley, Director,
Health and Safety Lab, NY0O, on December 11, 1963. He informed me that
HASL hoped to complete their analytical work (1n conjunction with the
survey program conducted for us) within b to 6 veeks. He further in-
formed me that he would send us some preliminary results vithin the
next 10 days.

With regard to the general tailings problem 1t appeaxrs that future
recomnendations and davelopuents vill depend on:

1. A thorough evaluation of the HASL survey results;

2. A thorough evaluation of the report to be subtmitted by USPHS; and
3. Staff discussions concerning Items 1 and 2.

With regard to the Hite situation wve are planning:

1. To meet agcim with the Department of Intarior to discuss further
their authority to require removal of the tatlings.

2. To make a thorough evaluation of the naterial to be submitted by
the USPHS;

3¢ Make recocmendations besed on ouy findings.
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1. As a result of infarnati.n obtailned from t-e Divislon ~f Rav Materials
{n :onjunction Jith the rill shut dcwn ratter, {t Jas learned that
Vanadium Jorporatiui >0 Auerica bad operated . ursnifum mill from approxi-
mately 1 Fed until 125, at Hite, Utah. DLR re Jdested further tnformation
from the Division of Ras Materials and an iavestigation by the Divieton
of Compliante to detesnine the facts of the matter. I% wal subue: juently
learned that an upproximately 26,020 tons of ore had been aroceased by
7CA At Hite and tlast the old tailings pile fs to be fnundated by Luke
Mowell.

August 2)I l'_:g_._}_

<. VCA revresentatives .ocated in New York were jiestioned xvcut tne Hite
situstion by Diviston of Compliunce personsnel.

Cetober 23, 163

3. Personnal of Region IV, Compliance, visited the Hite site to obtain
sarples of the pile und review the situati:n. VCA personnel at hi; rrock,
ilev exicn, were nlsc gieationed at this <ize,

N

@Ltter was sent %o Mr. Jh:u‘leu cd.durd Director, Jureau of Land

fanagement, requesting position of Land Mazagement and {nforming the
Bureuu of cur interest,

dovember ©. L

5. OGlatlar letter sent to Mr. Gorden '4ccallusm, USPHS.

dovember 7, 13

6. A meeting vith Mr. Zric leyer, UiGs grouni <ater Seolagist ses held to
discusa possillle future hydrolosical chars:teristics of the Hite 3lite.

Novenber %, 1%

T. By letter, Y {:Callum {nformed ua that USPHS had a definite interast in
the problen nnd would furnish us in the near future vith a repurt cut-
lining their ;ositlon and reascns therefor.




30,

13.

Breeuoer L

The sazple results of the uraniu. ccaten’ of the .ite wilin.. .ere
recelved “v DLE. Ihe uraniud ..otent in tre taliings at iite iopears
to be les  ban 0.0%% based 23 the fnitial saaplin:.

Yovember 41, (X3

Information Paper Ko. AZC-R-i&13 sent to the Qommtasioa.

A zeeting was held vith representatives of Land Management to liscuss
sutusl interests {n *his prohlem. Appaerently the case wn3 bYeing
handled by the Salt Lake City area offfce and the file va the subject
hai been requested from Salt Lake. We were inforned that the Iile
would have to be obtained and revieved prior to further action on the

part of Land Menagemen:.
i 1

Land Mansgement was contacted by phone to inquire of possible develop-
3ents and 0 arrangs a uesting. wWe were infarmed that they had not
caapletely revieved the sftustion but would contact us in the near
future. Thay also informed us that the lease iate of the site had
been reneved (nov expires May 31, 19o4) 1a orcer to ,ermit VCA “to
Temove any valushle property remaining on the site”,

Dscesber 3, 1363

By letter t0 McCallus, PR3, dated December 9, 1363, ve {ndicated wve
vers looking forvard to receiving their report on Hite tallings.

December 10, 1963

We received t.® ° jiux and thoriua sample results of the Hite tailiogs
froa Doo wWalker. Ihe aversge rsdium coatent in the tallings 13

lover by & factor of two than the value DLR had used in our eatimated
redium-226 concentyations in Lake Powell.
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