March 10, 2000

MEMORANDUM TO: Joram Hopenfeld

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Engineering Research Applications Branch
Division of Engineering Technology
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

William D. Travers  /RA/
Executive Director for Operations

MARCH 1, 2000, MEMORANDUM FROM JORAM HOPENFELD TO
WILLIAM D. TRAVERS EXPRESSING CONTINUING CONCERN OVER
AN APPOINTMENT TO THE AD HOC REVIEW PANEL FOR
“‘DIFFERING PROFESSIONAL OPINION ON STEAM GENERATOR
TUBE INTEGRITY ISSUES”

This memorandum is in response to your continuing concern over the appointment of

Wayne Hodges to the ad hoc panel which is being formed to address your “Differing
Professional Opinion [DPO] on Steam Generator Tube Integrity Issues.” As | indicated in my
February 23, 2000, memorandum, | have carefully reviewed Mr. Hodges’ management role with
regard to the Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research’s support of the Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation’s development of NUREG-1570 before issuing that memorandum. | also spoke with
Mr. Hodges about his role and the importance of assuring an objective review of the issues in
your DPO. The information in your March 1, 2000, memorandum did not provide any new
insights that would alter my view of the character and substance of Mr. Hodges’ contribution to
that effort. | continue to be confident that Mr. Hodges can and will serve as an objective and
productive member of this panel.
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