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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

AMERGEN ENERGY COMPANY, LLC

DOCKET NO. 50-289

THREE MILE ISLAND NUCLEAR STATION, UNIT 1

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is considering issuance of an amendment

to Facility Operating License No. DPR-50, issued to AmerGen Energy Company, LLC, (the

licensee), for operation of the Three Mile Island Nuclear Station, Unit 1 (TMI-1), located in

Dauphin County, PA.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Identification of the Proposed Action:

The proposed action would modify the operating license to delete an already completed

license condition on reporting of aircraft movement; and delete reference to specific

amendment and revision numbers for the Final Safety Analysis Report, Environmental Report,

Modified Amended Physical Security Plan, Security Personnel Training and Qualification Plan,

and Safeguards Contingency Plan and refer instead to the Updated Final Safety Analysis

Report (UFSAR), and refer to the other documents “as revised.” Two minor grammatical errors

are also corrected. The proposed action also modifies the basis for the Technical Specification

(TS) related to pressurizer code safety valves, to delete reference to the flow rate through the
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valve. The licensee is also adding to the Bases for this TS, information related to the required

American Society for Mechanical Engineers Code, Section XI, required testing. The proposed

action to delete reference in the operating license to a specific amendment number for the

FSAR and Environmental Report and to correct minor grammatical errors requires an

Environmental Assessment.

The proposed action is in accordance with the licensee's application for amendment dated

May 13, 1999.

The Need for the Proposed Action:

The proposed action is requested to provide administrative updating of the license

requirements to delete outdated revisions to documents and refer instead to non-time-sensitive

versions of these documents to avoid the need for future revisions to the related license

condition.

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Action:

The NRC has completed its evaluation of the proposed action and concluded that the

proposed changes are administrative in nature. The proposed action will not significantly

increase the probability or consequences of accidents, no changes are being made in the types

of any effluents that may be released off site, and there is no significant increase in

occupational or public radiation exposure. Therefore, there are no significant radiological

environmental impacts associated with the proposed action.

With regard to potential nonradiological impacts, the proposed action does not involve any

historic sites. It does not affect nonradiological plant effluents and has no other environmental

impact. Therefore, there are no significant nonradiological environmental impacts associated

with the proposed action.
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Accordingly, the NRC concludes that there are no significant environmental impacts

associated with the proposed action.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action:

As an alternative to the proposed action, the staff considered denial of the proposed action

(i.e., the “no-action” alternative). Denial of the application would leave uncorrected grammatical

errors and outdated references to documents in the license condition, the latter which may be

misleading as to the current revision or may require updating of the license periodically to

accurately reflect revisions to the documents referenced in the license condition without a

specific benefit.

Alternative Use of Resources:

This action does not involve the use of any resources not previously considered in the Final

Environmental Statement for the Three Mile Island Nuclear Station, Unit 1.

Agencies and Persons Consulted:

In accordance with its stated policy, on February 17, 2000, the staff consulted with the

Pennsylvania State official, Mr. Stan Maingi of the Pennsylvania Bureau of Radiation Protection,

regarding the environmental impact of the proposed action. The State official had no

comments.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

On the basis of the environmental assessment, the NRC concludes that the proposed action

will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment. Accordingly, the NRC

has determined not to prepare an environmental impact statement for the proposed action.

For further details with respect to the proposed action, see the licensee's letter

dated May 13, 1999, which is available for public inspection at the Commission's Public

Document Room, The Gelman Building, 2120 L Street, NW., Washington, DC. Publicly
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available records will be accessible electronically from the ADAMS Public Library component on

the NRC Web site, http:\\www.nrc.gov (the Electronic Reading Room).

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 7th day of March 2000.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

/RA/

Timothy G. Colburn, Sr. Project Manager, Section 1
Project Directorate I
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation



March 7, 2000

Mr. John B. Cotton
Vice President, TMI Unit 1
AmerGen Energy Company, LLC
P.O. Box 480
Middletown, PA 17057

SUBJECT: TMI-1 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT - (TAC NO. MA5455)

Dear Mr. Cotton:

Enclosed is a copy of an Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact
related to the application for amendment submitted by GPU Nuclear, Inc., dated May 13, 1999.
AmerGen Energy Company, LLC, subsequently adopted this license amendment application.
The proposed amendment would modify the operating license to delete an already completed
license condition on reporting of aircraft movement; and delete specific reference to
amendment and revision numbers for the Final Safety Analysis Report (FSAR), Environmental
Report, Modified Amended Physical Security Plan, Security Personnel Training and
Qualification Plan, and Safeguards Contingency Plan and refer instead to the Updated Final
Safety Analysis Report (UFSAR), and refer to the other documents “as revised.” The proposed
action also modifies the basis for the Technical Specification (TS) related to pressurizer code
safety valves, to delete reference to the flow rate through the valve. The proposed amendment
also adds to the Bases for this TS, information related to the required American Society for
Mechanical Engineers Code, Section XI, required testing. The portion of the proposed
amendment relating to deleting specific amendment numbers in the operating license reference
to the FSAR and Environmental Report requires an Environmental Assessment.

The assessment is being forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Timothy G. Colburn, Sr. Project Manager, Section 1
Project Directorate I
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-289

Enclosure: Environmental Assessment

cc w/encl: See next page
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Three Mile Island Nuclear Station, Unit No. 1

cc:
Robert Fraile
Plant Manager
AmerGen Energy Company, LLC
P. O. Box 480
Middletown, PA 17057

Michael Ross, Director,
Work Management, TMI-1
AmerGen Energy Company, LLC
P.O. Box 480
Middletown, PA 17057

James A. Hutton
Director - Licensing
PECO Energy Company
955 Chesterbrook Blvd., 62A-1
Wayne, PA 19087-5691

Edwin C. Fuhrer
Manager, TMI Regulatory Affairs
AmerGen Energy Company, LLC
P.O. Box 480
Middletown, PA 17057

Edward J. Cullen, Jr., Esquire
PECO Energy Company
2301 Market Street
S23-1
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Chairman
Board of County Commissioners

of Dauphin County
Dauphin County Courthouse
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Chairman
Board of Supervisors

of Londonderry Township
R.D. #1, Geyers Church Road
Middletown, PA 17057

Wayne L. Schmidt
Senior Resident Inspector (TMI-1)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 219
Middletown, PA 17057

Regional Administrator
Region I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Robert B. Borsum
B&W Nuclear Technologies
Suite 525
1700 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

David J. Allard, Director
Bureau of Radiation Protection
Pennsylvania Department of

Environmental Resources
P.O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dr. Judith Johnsrud
National Energy Committee
Sierra Club
433 Orlando Avenue
State College, PA 16803

John F. Rogge, Region I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406


