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ATH DISTRICT
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RALE(GH, NC 27609

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

. {919) 789-8771
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES i
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES GHAPEL HILL, NC 27514
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 (919) 967-7624
’ 216 E. CHAPEL MILL STREET
January 24, 2000 SUITE 202
DURHAM, NC 27701

vaqe . . . (919) 688-3004
Mr. William Travers, Executive Director for Operations

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North Bldg.
11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 20852-2738

Dear Mr. Travers:

Thank you for your letter of January 4 indicating that NRC staff intends to host a public meeting In
the vicinity of the Shearon-Harris plant in February or March. I appreciate your quick response to
my CONcerms.
\

I hope you can help provide clarification on another issue related to the Shearon-Harris plant. The
North Carolina Waste Awareness Reduction Network (NC WARN), 2 private advocacy
organization, has received four packages of documents related to the CP & L application from the
NRC in response to 2 Freedom of Information Act request. Because NC WARN did not receive
specific information it requested about the cooling capacity of the waste storage pools at the
Shearon-Harris plant, the group recently issued a press release calling for an investigation into the
whereabouts of this documentation. Specifically, NC WARN has charged that the NRC has either
jllegally withheld heat removal calculations or did not obtain copies of and review the calculations.

nr oL TR

REC'D BY S2CY .1 enclosing a copy of the NC WARN press release for your information. I would appreciate

any information you can provide regarding the availability of the heat removal calculations
o8 JN GO 23 specified by NC WARN and their importance to the NRC staff review of the CP & L application.

Thank you for your time and attention

DAVID PRICE
Member of Congress
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 NRC BLASTED l*OR MYSTERY COOLIN G CALCULATIONS

En vxrwxman:ahsrs Call for In vesaguaan Intu H:gh—LeveI Nudear Waste Dacumems

"DURHAM — Envxronmantal g:oup NC WARN revealed loday that key safcty calculations from CP&L s
proposed high-level waste expansion are either being ﬂlegally withhcld. were never propcrly reviewed pnor 7o}
approval — or possxbly Wwert never even pe;n‘brmcd by CP&L

' .Smcc. Tast Sepwnbcr thc group has been pressing the Nuclmr chulamm'y Commlsswn (NRC) under the '
Frecdom of Informarion Act to mike available the calenlations which CP&L claimed would provethat
© sufficient cooling capagity caists w cxpand “spent”™ waste. fuel storage at its. Haris Nuclw Plant in Wake
Courl:y CP&L's proposal would creste the n.won s largest waste fuct storage site.. . .

. Two nuclear safciy cx-pcns workmg for Orange County had contended éarly Iast year that mfonnatxon in,

CP&Ls applicarion lcd to their conclusion that there was insufficicnt cooling: capacily t handle the additional
waste pools under certain conditions, aproblem which could icad to a major nuclear accident. 'Howewver,’ CP&L
produced documents immediavely. prior to a “pre-hearing confarmme” before an NRC Licensing Board, claiming
they were summaries of new heat removal calculations. - The Licensing Board relied on CP&L’s last minute heat
rcmoval claiws 1o deny Omngc Ccunzy tbc nght ) funhcr mvesugau: the wasto pool heat i issues.

fv'\

-Wxth help from S. Sen. John Edwards and Rep. David Price, and after *GCmted requests, NC ‘WARN received
four separate packages of hundreds of pages of documents from NRC — including news articles plus letters NC
WARN had itself written. Everything, it seems, except for the dctual 'heat removal calculations. In its final
tesponse Lo WARN, the NRC cffectively denicd that it even has the calculations or suppomng documents. NC
" "WARN Dircctor Jim Warren stated: “There are only three. possibililies: either the calculations are being -
illegally withheld; the NRC néver obtained copies to review; or CP&L never even performcd the work on
- this crncml safcty issue - atter bemg caught short the first time uround by Orange’s experts.” '

' NC WARN is now askmg bdwaxds and Price for an investigation i into whethcr ms NRC has w:thheld
. information illegally; or.whether it never reviewed the crucial caleulations ar all. | Heat removal capacity is the :
most importaat uf ull the safety issucs.” If cooling capacity falls short and water begins 10 boil out, the danger of .
spent fucl assambly combustion and other. extrcme accidents are maximized under CP&L’s plan. Due to the
. . cuormous amount of waste CP&L is amassing, such an accident at Harris could releasc ten times the Cesium-
137 as releascd from the 1986, Chemmoby! disaster, as calculated by Orange’s experts — —and not contested by -
'CP&L. As rovealéd by independent nuclear experts such as Orange's 't hampson aud Loc.hbaum, the NRC has '1 ’
: :gnored the mest severc spent fuel acmdent nsks smce 1979. o D

Rxe NRC has lom, been hcavxly cmu:wud by citizen groups and even othcr fedcral agmcws such as the Genegal
Accounting Office in 1999, for a multitude of persxstcnz faitures and for neglecting public safety due, according

- To groups such as NC 'WARN to.the often blatant pressure from the nuclcar mdmtry and its cronies in Congress
who oﬁcn reeeive !nrgc polm@l com:nbuuons from nuc.lw cm.rsy compame&, thcu' cxecuttvcs and lobbymts

| '.‘rhm: arc numnerous other serious safvety issues bcmg pursuod by Orangc County. but CP&.L has so. fa.r used
arcane federal rules to block Orange’s cxperts from arguing their concerns in front of the Lxcensmg Board.
“This is yet anolher reason why there must be a full formal heanug on ALL safety issues,” saxd Warren
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