February 28, 2000

MEMORANDUM TO:  David L. Meyer, Chief
Rules and Directives Branch
Division of Administratives Service
Office of Administration

FROM: Donald A. Cool, Director/RA/
Division of Industrial and
Medical Nuclear Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

SUBJECT: REQUEST TO PUBLISH LOA IN FEDERAL REGISTER

A Letter of Agreement (LOA) between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Region 1V, and the U.S. Department of the Interior Minerals Management Service, Gulf of
Mexico Region, concerning the radiation safety inspections of NRC licensed activities on
offshore facilities and laybarges in federal jurisdictions, was completed on January 7, 2000.
Attached are a Federal Register Notice announcing the LOA, five copies of the LOA and a
diskette containing the electronic version of the LOA. We request that you publish the LOA and

notice in the Federal Register.

Attachments:

1. Federal Register Notice
2. Five copies of LOA
3. Diskette

4. Signed copy of LOA

CONTACT: Roberto J. Torres, NMSS/IMNS
(301) 415-8112
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[ 7590- 01- P
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON

Letter of Agreenent between the U S. Departnent of Interior Mnerals
Managenents Service, GQulf of Mexico, OCS Region and the U S. Nucl ear
Regul at ory Conmi ssi on, concerning the radiation safety inspections
of Nucl ear Regul atory Conmmi ssion |icensed activities on offshore
facilities and | aybarges in Federal jurisdiction

AGENCY: Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssi on
ACTION:  Notice

SUMVARY: This notice is to advise the public of the issuance of a
Letter of Agreement (LOA) between the U S. Departnent of Interior
M neral s Managenent Service (MM5) and the U S. Nuclear Regulatory
Conmi ssion (NRC). The purpose of the LOAis to describe the cooperative
agreenent between MMS and NRC in ensuring the protection of the public
health and safety and the environnent fromthe hazards of radioactive
materials that may be used on offshore facilities and |aybarges in
of fshore waters under Federal jurisdiction. The LOA provides for air
transportati on arrangenents of NRC inspectors to offshore facilities
by MVB-contracted helicopters at no charge or exchange of services to
NRC. The LOA also provides for licensed material orientation and
radi ation safety programtraining to MVS staff by NRC

EFFECTI VE DATE: January 7, 2000

ADDRESSES: Copies of all NRC docunents are available for public
i nspection, and copying for a fee, in the NRC Public Docunent Room
2120 L Street, NW (Lower Level), Wshington, DC. The NRC Public
Docunment Room is open from 7:45 a.m to 4:15 p.m, Mnday through
Friday (except Federal holidays). Tel ephone service is provided from
8:30 a.m to 4:15 p.m at 202-634-3273 or toll-free at 1-800-397-4209.

FOR FURTHER CONTACT: Roberto J. Torres, NMBS, Miil Stop T8-F5, U S
Nucl ear Regul atory Conmm ssion, Washi ngton, DC 20005-0001. Tel ephone:
(301) 415-8112; Fax: (301) 415-5369; e-mmil: rjt@rc. gov.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 28 day of February, 2000.

For the Nucl ear Regul atory Comn ssion

/ si gned/

Josephine M Piccone, Deputy Director
Di vision of Industrial and

Medi cal Nucl ear Safety

Ofice of Nuclear Material Safety
and Saf eguards



LETTER OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR M NERALS
MANAGEMENT SERVI CE GULF OF MEXI CO, OCS REG ON AND THE
U S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON CONCERNI NG THE RADI ATI ON SAFETY
| NSPECTI ONS OF NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON LI CENSED ACTI VI TI ES ON
OFFSHORE FACI LI TIES AND LAYBARGES | N FEDERAL JURI SDI CTI ON

[ . | NTRODUCTI ON

This Letter of Agreenment (LQA) describes the cooperative agreenent
between the U. S. Departnent of the Interior Mnerals Managenent Service
(MVS) and the U.S. Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssion (NRC) in ensuring the
protection of the public health and safety and the environnment fromthe
hazards of radioactive materials that my be used on offshore
facilities and | aybarges i n of fshore wat ers under Federal jurisdiction.

1. PURPCSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this LOAis toidentify the areas of cooperation between
MVE and the NRC to facilitate NRC inspection of the safe use of
radi oactive materials on offshore facilities and | aybarges. Mut ua

interests involve the inspection of such sites in order to verify that
NRC-1icensed activities are conducted safely and in conpliance with NRC
requi renments, and ensure the safety of facility and | aybarge personnel

during the use of NRC-licensed radioactive naterial. Radi oacti ve
materials within the scope of this LOA nean byproduct, source, and
speci al nuclear materials as defined in Sections 1le., 11z., and llaa.
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (AEA), as anended, and the NRC s
regul ati ons thereunder. O fshore facilities and |aybarges include
those that are in offshore waters under Federal jurisdiction. The term
“of fshore waters” nmeans that area of |and and water, beyond Agreenent
States’ Subnerged Lands Act jurisdiction, on or above the U S CQuter
Conti nental Shelf.

[11. AUTHORI TY AND REGULATCORY PROGRAM

A MVB

The MMS i s responsi bl e for managi ng the mineral resources on the Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) of the United States in an environnmental ly
sound and safe nanner. In addition, MM5 is both the resource nmanager
and fiscal manager for collecting and accounting for OCS revenues and
| easing OCS | ands, regulating devel opnent activities to protect the
coastal and marine environnent, and ensuring that when operations are
conpl eted, the site is properly abandoned.

B. NRC
Under the AEA, as anended, the NRC is responsible for regulating the
use of byproduct, source, and special nuclear material within the
United States and its territories, consistent with its mssion to
ensure adequate protection of the public health and safety, to pronote
the common defense and security, and to protect the environnent.



I'V. AGENCY RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES

The following are the offices responsible for this agreenent:

For the M neral s Managenent For the Nucl ear Regul atory
Ser vi ce: Conmmi ssi on:
Regi onal Director Regi onal Admi ni strator
U S. Departnent of the Interior Regi on 1V
M neral s Managenent Servi ce U S. Nucl ear Regul atory
@l f of Mexico OCS Regi on Commi ssi on
1201 El mwod Park Bl vd. 611 Ryan Plaza Drive,
New Ol eans, Loui siana 70123 Suite 400

Arlington, Texas 76011

Each agency shal | designate the agency organizational unit responsible
for the coordination and managenent of activities covered by this LOA
Each agency shall designate the individual (s) who will serve as the
respective coordination officer(s) or point(s) of contact (POC). The
coordination officers or POCs will coordinate and facilitate actions
required by their respective agenci es.

NRC will notify known |ease and pipeline operators working offshore
that NRC, in cooperation with MV5, will be conducting unannounced
i nspections of NRClicensees performng licensed activities on offshore
facilities and | aybarges. NRCwi Il conply with the personal safety and
site access requirements nmandated by each facility or |aybarge
oper at or.

NRC will provide MV staff with licensed material orientation and
radi ati on safety program training as M5 staff and NRC staff schedul es
will allow. The purpose of this orientation and training is to enable
MVE to notify NRC in case MVB recogni zes irregularities in |icensees’
activities. NRCw |l also provide MV5 copi es of inspection reports and
event reports involving |icensees working in of fshore Federal waters.

MVS will arrange for transportation to offshore facilities or | aybarges
on MM5 contracted helicopters for NRCinspectors based on availability
and advance schedul e coordination by NRC MVS will provide this
service at no financial charge or exchange of services to the NRC

V. ELEMENTS OF COCRDI NATI ON

Bot h agenci es agree to exchange information with respect to rel evant
progranms and | essons |earned, resources pernitting. The purpose of
these exchanges is to provide expert technical assistance to both
agencies. NRCw |l coordinate with the MM @ul f of Mexi co OCS Regi onal
office for the schedul ed inspection of |icensees conducting |icensed
activities in offshore Federal waters. Additionally, NRC wll
coordinate the scheduling of offshore inspections with MVB based on
gui dance provided by MVB relative to seat availability on MBS
contracted helicopters.



VI. OTHER LAWS AND MATTERS

Nothing in this LOA shall be deened to restrict, nodify, or otherwi se
limt the application or enforcenent of any |laws of the United States
with respect to matters specified herein, nor shall anything in the LOA
be construed as nodi fying the existing authority of either agency.

VI'1. EFFECTI VE DATE, MODI FI CATI ON, AND TERM NATI ON OF LCA

This LOA will take effect when it has been signed and dated by the
aut hori zed representatives of the MM5 and the NRC. It may be nodified
by mutual witten consent, or term nated by either agency upon 60 days
advance witten notice to the other agency.

APPROVED AND ACCEPTED FOR THE APPROVED AND ACCEPTED FOR THE
M NERALS MANAGEMENT SERVI CE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWVM SSI ON

/ si gned/ / si gned/

Chris Oynes Ellis W Merschoff

Regi onal Director Regi onal Adm ni strator

U S. Departnment of the Interior U. S. Nucl ear Regul atory

M neral s Managenent Service Conmi ssi on

@ul f of Mexico OCS Regi on

January 7, 2000 Decenber 23, 1999



