46 -8778

Molycorp, Inc.
Molybdenum Group

300 Caldwell Avenue
Washington, PA 15301
Telephone (724) 222-5605
Facsimile (724)222-7336

January 19, 2000

Mr. Larry Camper, Chief
Decommissioning Branch

United States Nuclear Regulatory
Commission

One White Flint North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 28052

Subject: Amendment Request to Extend Submittal Date for Part 2 of the Decommissioning Plan
and Revised Environmental Report for the Molycorp, Washington, PA, Site

Dear Mr. Camper,

This letter serves as Molycorp’s request to amend the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
Materials License for the Washington, PA, site (License No.: SMB-1393, Docket No.: 040-
08778) to extend the date for the submittal of Part 2 Decommissioning Plan and the revised
Environmental Report for the Washington site. Specifically, we request that License Condition
14.D be amended to change the submittal date for the above two documents from April 16, 2000,
to July 16, 2000. '

The unique nature of the technical and policy issues associated with applying new NRC
regulations to the Part 2 Decommissioning Plan requires that additional time, beyond the current
April 16, 2000, date, be allocated to ensure that a complete, acceptable plan is submitted to NRC.
As you know, Molycorp is one of the first sites in the country to actively pursue
decommissioning under the restricted use provisions of 10 CFR 20.1403. The goal is to submit a
decommissioning plan that fully satisfies NRC regulations and guidance and requires NRC to
make only one request for additional information (RAI) to complete its review.

To ensure that the technical and policy content of the decommissioning plan is complete,
considerable interaction is required with not only NRC, but also the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and the Molycorp Site Specific Advisory Board. As discussed in Molycorp’s
12/15/99 meeting with NRC, the optimal approach would be to have a number of meetings, prior
to the decommissioning plan submittal, to discuss Molycorp’s proposed methods for compliance
as they are being developed. This would allow NRC, and other stakeholders, an opportunity to
provide timely feedback to Molycorp and help minimize the need for RAI’s. It would be
difficult to conduct a meaningful set of stakeholder meetings, and to incorporate appropriate
recommendations and comments into the decommissioning plan, within the current schedule.
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In summary, we believe that it is in the best interest of the public, NRC, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, and Molycorp, to amend License Condition 14.D to change submittal date for the
Part 2 Decommissioning Plan and the revised Environmental Report from April 16, 2000, to July
16, 2000. This would help ensure that the full range of decommissioning issues and alternatives
are fully explored and considered prior to the decommissioning plan submittal.

All future correspondence concerning licensing activities at either the York or Washington
facilities should be directed to my attention at the Washington, PA location.

{

Sinccerely,

@ngvz \A)\a W

George W. Dawes
Senior Scientist

Cc: J.J. Dean
Roy Person, US NRC
Dave Fauver, RSI
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