February 14, 2000

Mr. Michael D. Wadley, President
NSP Nuclear Generation
Northern States Power Company
414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55401

SUBJECT: MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT - ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT REGARDING EXEMPTION FROM 10 CFR 55.59
(TAC NO. MA7981)
Dear Mr. Wadley:
Enclosed is a copy of the Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact
related to your application for exemption dated January 19, 2000. The proposed exemption
would allow the licensed operator requalification examinations for the Monticello Nuclear
Generating Plant to be rescheduled after the current refueling outage. The requested
exemption would extend the completion date for the examinations from March 9, 2000, to
May 2, 2000.
The assessment is being forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register for publication.
Sincerely,
/RA/
Carl F. Lyon, Project Manager, Section 1
Project Directorate Ill

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
cc:

J. E. Silberg, Esquire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N. W.

Washington, DC 20037

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Resident Inspector’s Office

2807 W. County Road 75

Monticello, MN 55362

Plant Manager

Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
ATTN: Site Licensing

Northern States Power Company
2807 West County Road 75
Monticello, MN 55362-9637

Robert Nelson, President
Minnesota Environmental Control
Citizens Association (MECCA)
1051 South McKnight Road

St. Paul, MN 55119

Commissioner

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55119

Regional Administrator, Region Ill
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
801 Warrenville Road

Lisle, IL 60532-4351

Commissioner of Health
Minnesota Department of Health
717 Delaware Street, S. E.
Minneapolis, MN 55440

Douglas M. Gruber, Auditor/Treasurer
Wright County Government Center
10 NW Second Street

Buffalo, MN 55313

Commissioner

Minnesota Department of Commerce
121 Seventh Place East

Suite 200

St. Paul, MN 55101-2145

Adonis A. Neblett

Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
445 Minnesota Street

Suite 900

St. Paul, MN 55101-2127

Site General Manager

Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
ATTN: Site Licensing

Northern States Power Company
2807 West County Road 75
Monticello, MN 55362-9637

Sherry Kamke, Acting Enironmental
Review Coordinator

U.S. EPA Region 5

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, IL 60604-3507

January 2000
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY

DOCKET NO. 50-263

MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is considering issuance of an
exemption from 10 CFR 55.59 for Facility Operating License No. DPR-22, issued to
Northern States Power Company (NSP or the licensee), for operation of the Monticello Nuclear
Generating Plant, located in Wright County at the licensee’s site in Wright and Sherbourne
Counties, Minnesota.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Identification of the Proposed Action:

The proposed action would allow the licensed operator requalification examinations for
the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant to be rescheduled after the current refueling outage.
The requested exemption would extend the completion date for the examinations from March 9,
2000, to May 12, 2000.

The proposed action is in accordance with the licensee's application for exemption
dated January 19, 2000.

The Need for the Proposed Action:

The proposed action is needed to provide a one-time extension of the requalification
program duration from March 9, 2000, to May 12, 2000. The proposed action is needed due to

the delay in completing the examinations for the current requalification cycle because of (1) an



-2
unplanned outage in addition to two planned outages, (2) a delayed start of the second refuling
outage, and (3) mid-cycle training program enhancements.

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Action:

The NRC has completed its evaluation of the proposed action and concludes that the
exemption will not endanger life or property and is otherwise in the public interest.

The proposed action will not significantly increase the probability or consequences of
accidents, no changes are being made in the types of any effluents that may be released off
site, and there is no significant increase in occupational or public radiation exposure.
Therefore, there are no significant radiological environmental impacts associated with the
proposed action.

With regard to potential nonradiological impacts, the proposed action does not involve
any historic sites. It does not affect nonradiological plant effluents and has no other
environmental impact. Therefore, there are no significant nonradiological environmental
impacts associated with the proposed action.

Accordingly, the NRC concludes that there are no significant environmental impacts
associated with the proposed action.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action:

As an alternative to the proposed action, the staff considered denial of the proposed
action (i.e., the “no action” alternative). Denial of the application would result in no change in
current environmental impacts. The environmental impacts of the proposed action and the
alternative action are similar.

Alternative Use of Resources:

This action does not involve the use of any resources not previously considered in the

Final Environmental Statement for the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant.



Agencies and Persons Consulted:

In accordance with its stated policy, on February 9, 2000, the staff consulted with the
Minnesota State official, Ms. J. Peterson of the Department of Commerce, regarding the
environmental impact of the proposed action. The State official had no comments.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

On the basis of the environmental assessment, the NRC concludes that the proposed
action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment. Accordingly,
the NRC has determined not to prepare an environmental impact statement for the proposed
action.

For further details with respect to the proposed action, see the licensee’s letter
dated January 19, 2000, which is available for public inspection at the Commission’s Public
Document Room, The Gelman Building, 2120 L Street, NW., Washington, DC. Publicly
available records will be accessible electronically from the ADAMS Public Library component on

the NRC Web site, http:\\www.nrc.gov (the Electronic Reading Room).

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 10th day of February 2000.
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
/RA/
Carl F. Lyon, Project Manager, Section 1
Project Directorate Ill

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation



