
February 9, 2000

Mr. Gregory M. Rueger 
Senior Vice President and General Manager
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant
P. O. Box 3
Avila Beach, CA  94177

SUBJECT: COMPLETION OF LICENSING ACTION FOR GENERIC LETTER 99-02,
“LABORATORY TESTING OF NUCLEAR-GRADE ACTIVATED CHARCOAL” -
DIABLO CANYON POWER PLANT UNITS 1 AND 2 (TAC NOS. MA5786 AND
MA5787)

Dear Mr. Rueger:

On June 3, 1999, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) issued Generic Letter
(GL) 99-02, “Laboratory Testing of Nuclear-grade Activated Charcoal,” to all holders of
operating licenses for nuclear power reactors, except those who have permanently ceased
operations and have certified that fuel has been permanently removed from the reactor vessel.

The purpose of the GL was to:

(1) Alert addressees that the NRC has determined that testing nuclear-grade activated
charcoal to standards other than American Society for Testing and Materials
(ASTM) D3803-1989, “Standard Test Method for Nuclear-Grade Activated Carbon,”
does not provide assurance for complying with the current licensing basis as it relates to
the dose limits of General Design Criterion (GDC) 19 of Appendix A to Part 50 of
Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) and Subpart A of 10 CFR
Part 100.  

(2) Request that all addressees determine whether their Technical Specifications (TS)
reference ASTM D3803-1989 for charcoal filter laboratory testing.  Addressees whose
TS do not reference ASTM D3803-1989 should either amend their TS to reference
ASTM D3803-1989 or propose an alternative test protocol and provide the information
discussed in the requested actions.

(3) Alert addressees to the staff’s intent to exercise enforcement discretion under certain
conditions.

(4) Request that all addressees send the NRC written responses to this generic letter
relating to implementation of the requested actions.

In GL 99-02, the NRC staff established the following four groups of plants:  

(1) plants in compliance with their TS that test in accordance with ASTM D3803-1989



G. Rueger -2- February 9, 2000

(2) plants in compliance with their TS that test in accordance with a test protocol other than
ASTM D3803-1989

(3) plants not in compliance with their TS that test in accordance with ASTM D3803-1989

(4) plants not in compliance with their TS that test in accordance with a test protocol other
than ASTM D3803-1989

In response to GL 99-02, you provided letters dated November 24, 1999 and December 29, 1999 for
Diablo Canyon Power Plant, Units 1 and 2.  This submittal indicated that Diablo Canyon Power 
Plant, Units 1 and 2 are Group 1 Plants.  The staff has reviewed your response and has 
concluded that all requested information has been provided; therefore, we consider GL 99-02 to 
be closed for Diablo Canyon Power Plant, Units 1 and 2.  We thank you for your prompt and 
complete response.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 301-415-1313.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Steven D. Bloom, Project Manager, Section 2 
Project Directorate IV & Decommissioning 
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-275 
  and 50-323

cc:  See next page
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Diablo Canyon Power Plant, Units 1 and 2

cc:
NRC Resident Inspector Regional Administrator, Region IV
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Harris Tower & Pavillion
P. O. Box 369 611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Avila Beach, California  93424 Arlington, Texas  76011-8064

Dr. Richard Ferguson, Energy Chair Christopher J. Warner, Esq.
Sierra Club California Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
1100 11th Street, Suite 311 Post Office Box 7442
Sacramento, California  95814 San Francisco, California  94120

Ms. Nancy Culver Mr. David H. Oatley, Vice President
San Luis Obispo Diablo Canyon Operations and
  Mothers for Peace      Plant Manager
P. O. Box 164  Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant
Pismo Beach, California  93448 P.O. Box 3
              Avila Beach, California  93424
Chairman
San Luis Obispo County Board of Telegram-Tribune
  Supervisors ATTN:  Managing Editor
Room 370 1321 Johnson Avenue
County Government Center P.O. Box 112
San Luis Obispo, California  93408 San Luis Obispo, California  93406

              
Mr. Truman Burns 
Mr. Robert Kinosian     
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness, Room 4102
San Francisco, California  94102      
                      
Mr. Steve Hsu
Radiologic Health Branch
State Department of Health Services
Post Office Box 942732
Sacramento, California  94232

Diablo Canyon Independent Safety
  Committee
ATTN:  Robert R. Wellington, Esq.
       Legal Counsel
857 Cass Street, Suite D
Monterey, California  93940


