
January 27, 2000

Mr. Mike Reandeau
Director - Licensing
Clinton Power Station
P.O. Box 678
Mail Code V920
Clinton, IL 61727

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - CLINTON POWER STATION (TAC NO.
MA4911)

Dear Mr. Reandeau:

Enclosed is a copy of the Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact
related to your application for amendment dated March 1, 1999.  The proposed amendment
would approve changes to the Updated Safety Analysis Report concerning design requirements
for physical protection from tornado missiles for safety-related equipment.

The assessment is being forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Jon B. Hopkins, Senior Project Manager, Section 2  
Project Directorate III
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-461

Enclosure:  Environmental Assessment

cc w/encl:  See next page
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Mike Reandeau Clinton Power Station, Unit 1
 Illinois Power Company

cc:

Michael Coyle
Vice President
Clinton Power Station
P.O. Box 678
Clinton, IL  61727

Patrick Walsh
Manager Nuclear Station
  Engineering Department
Clinton Power Station
P.O. Box 678
Clinton, IL  61727

Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
RR#3, Box 229 A
Clinton, IL  61727

R. T. Hill
Licensing Services Manager
General Electric Company
175 Curtner Avenue, M/C 481
San Jose, CA  95125

Regional Administrator, Region III
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
801 Warrenville Road
Lisle, IL  60532-4351

Chairman of DeWitt County
c/o County Clerk’s Office
DeWitt County Courthouse
Clinton, IL  61727

J. W. Blattner
Project Manager
Sargent & Lundy Engineers
55 East Monroe Street
Chicago, IL  60603

Illinois Department of Nuclear Safety
Office of Nuclear Facility Safety
ATTN:  Mr. Frank Nizidlek
1035 Outer Park Drive
Springfield, IL  62704

Kevin P. Gallen
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius  LLP 
1800 M Street, NW
Washington, DC      20036

Ms. Sherry Kamke, Acting
Environmental Review Coordinator
77 West Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL   60604-3507
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

AMERGEN ENERGY COMPANY, LLC

50-461

CLINTON POWER STATION

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

     The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) is considering issuance of an

amendment to Facility Operating License No. NPF-62, issued to AmerGen Energy Company,

LLC (the licensee), for operation of the Clinton Power Station, located in DeWitt County, Illinois.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Identification of the Proposed Action:

      The proposed action would approve changes to the Updated Safety Analysis Report

(USAR) concerning design requirements for physical protection from tornado missiles for 

safety-related equipment.

     The proposed action is in accordance with the licensee’s application for amendment dated

March 1, 1999.

The Need for the Proposed Action:

      During reviews of safety-related targets susceptible to tornado missile damage, it was 

identified that some building penetrations, ventilation openings, doors, and piping connected to 

the reactor core isolation cooling storage tank are not protected from tornado missiles.  An 

analysis was performed to demonstrate that the probability of damage due to tornado missiles 
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striking safety-related equipment is acceptably low.  Therefore, the proposed action is needed 

to avoid unnecessary construction of tornado missile protection.

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Action:

      The Commission has evaluated the proposed action and concludes that there will be no

physical change to the plant as-built; therefore, there will be no environmental impacts due to

construction.

    With regard to plant design, the proposed action will not significantly increase the probability 

or consequences of accidents, no changes are being made in the types of any effluents that

may be released off site, and there is no significant increase in occupational or public radiation

exposure.  Therefore, there are no significant radiological environmental impacts associated 

with the proposed action.

     With regard to potential non-radiological impacts, the proposed action does not involve any 

historic sites.  It does not affect non-radiological plant effluents and has no other environmental 

impact.  Therefore, there are no significant non-radiological environmental impacts associated

with the proposed action.  

    Accordingly, the Commission concludes that there are no significant environmental impacts

associated with the proposed action. 

Alternatives to the Proposed Action: 

     As an alternative to the proposed action, the staff considered denial of the proposed action

(i.e., the “no-action” alternative).  Denial of the application would result in no change in current

environmental impacts.  The environmental impacts of the proposed action and the alternative

action are similar.
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Alternative Use of Resources:

     This action does not involve the use of any resources not previously considered in the Final

Environmental Statement for the Clinton Power Station. 

Agencies and Persons Consulted:

     In accordance with its stated policy, on December 28, 1999, the staff consulted with the

Illinois State official, Joseph Brittin, of the Illinois Department of Nuclear Safety, regarding the

environmental impact of the proposed action.  The State official had no comments. 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

     On the basis of the environmental assessment, the Commission concludes that the 

proposed action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment.  

Accordingly, the Commission has determined not to prepare an environmental impact

statement for the proposed action.

           For further details with respect to the proposed action, see the licensee’s letter 

dated March 1, 1999, which is available for public inspection at the Commission’s Public

Document Room, The Gelman Building, 2120 L Street, NW., Washington, DC, and accessible

electronically through the ADAMS Public Electronic Reading Room link at the NRC Web site

(http://www.nrc.gov).

     Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 27th day of January 2000.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

/RA/

                    Jon B. Hopkins, Senior Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate III
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation


