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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

By letter dated November 12, 1999, as supplemented by letter dated November 16, 1999, 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corporation (Vermont Yankee) submitted a request for 
approval of a quality assurance program change, characterized as a reduction in commitment 
under 10 CFR 50.54(a). The change would reduce the Vermont Yankee Operational Quality 
Assurance Manual (VOQAM) commitments by relocating the safety classification of systems, 
structures and components to the Final Safety Analysis Report (FSAR) from the VOQAM. Also, 
the change modifies the presently approved exception to American National Standard Institute 
(ANSI) N18.7-1976 regarding periodic procedure review.  

2.0 EVALUATION 

2.1 Safety Classification 

Vermont Yankee proposes to modify the exception statement and alternative actions presently 
described in the VOQAM Appendix B, Section VII. Vermont Yankee proposes to relocate the 
present safety classification requirements without change from the VOQAM to the FSAR. The 
following is the proposed language for VOQAM Appendix B, Section VII: 

Exception: 
The-Vermont Yankee plent-takes exception to the Regulatory Guide [1.26, Revision 3] in its 
entirety. Vermont Yankee also takes exception, in general, to inclusion of safety 
classification basis requirements in the Quality Assurance Program.  

Alternatives: 
Vermont Yankee shall - ontinue to .lass.. . structures, c.mponents and systems i
alcordan-e with AN .22, Draft No. 4, Rev. 1, May 1 •73. "NuI lear Safety Criteria for t.e 
Design of Statiomary Boiling Water feaet.r Plants," as On the pat will identify appropriate 
industry-standard criteria for safety classifications of systems, structures and components 
in the Final Safety Analysis Report, subject to the provisions of 10 CFR 50.59.  

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff agrees that the safety classification criteria 
can be relocated from the VOQAM to the FSAR. The safety classification criteria located in the 
FSAR will be controlled under 10 CFR 50.59. The inclusion of the safety classification 
information in the FSAR must be completed prior or simultaneously to implementation of this 
change in the VOQAM. This change is acceptable and continues to meet the requirements of 
10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B.
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2.2 Periodic Procedure Review 

Vermont Yankee proposes to modify the alternative actions presently contained in VOQAM 
Appendix B, Section IX, Item B, by excusing routine plant procedures from the periodic, 
scheduled review described in ANSI N18.7-1976. Vermont Yankee proposes that routine plant 
procedures that have been used at least biennially may be excused from further review on the 
basis that they receive an appropriate degree of scrutiny by individuals knowledgeable in the 
procedures.  

The four key elements for the proposed periodic procedure review process for Vermont Yankee 
are (1) at least every 2 years, Vermont Yankee's Quality Assurance organization will audit a 
representative sample of routine plant procedures that are used more frequently than every 2 
years, (2) all applicable plant procedures will be reviewed following an unusual incident, 
unexpected transient, operator error, or equipment failure, and following a modification, (3) 
routine plant procedures that have been used at least biennially receive scrutiny by individuals 
knowledgeable in the procedures, and are updated as necessary to ensure adequacy during 
suitable controlled activities, and (4) routine plant procedures that have not been used for 2 
years will be reviewed before use to determine if changes are necessary or desirable.  
Elements 1, 2, and 4 are not changed from the current VOQAM. The third element is an 
acceptable method to review procedures because the procedure is tested through actual use.  
This satisfies the intent of the review criteria in ANSI 18.7, Section 5.2.15.  

3.0 CONCLUSION 

According to 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B, Criterion II, "the applicant shall identify the 
structures, systems, and components to be covered by the quality assurance program." To 
address this requirement, Vermont Yankee currently describes their safety classification criteria 
in the VOQAM. However, Vermont Yankee proposes to relocate the safety classification 
criteria to their FSAR to be controlled pursuant to 10 CFR 50.59. The NRC staff has 
determined that this is an acceptable method to meet the intent of 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B, 
Criterion I1.  

ANSI N18.7 is an NRC-accepted method to meet the requirements of 10 CFR Part 50, 
Appendix B, Criteria V, VI, and XVIII. Criteria VI requires measures to assure that procedures 
including changes are reviewed for adequacy. The periodic procedure review process states 
(1) at least every 2 years, Vermont Yankee's Quality Assurance organization will audit a 
representative sample of routine plant procedures that are used more frequently than every 2 
years, (2) all applicable plant procedures will be reviewed following an unusual incident, 
unexpected transient, operator error, or equipment failure, and following a modification, (3) 
routine plant procedures that have been used at least biennially receive scrutiny by individuals 
knowledgeable in the procedures, and are updated as necessary to ensure adequacy during 
suitable controlled activities, and (4) routine plant procedures that have not been used for 2 
years will be reviewed before use to determine if changes are necessary or desirable. The 
NRC staff has determined that this is an acceptable method to meet 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix 
B, Criterion VI.  
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