January 4, 2000

Mr. Bob Christie

Performance Technology

P.O. Box 51663

Knoxville, Tennessee 37950-1663
SUBJECT: PETITION FOR RULEMAKING (PRM 50-68) - HYDROGEN CONTROL
REQUIREMENTS

Dear Mr. Christie:

Your letter of October 7, 1999, as supplemented by a letter dated November 9, 1999, has been
referred to me for response with respect to your proposal for changes to 10 CFR 50.44 and

10 CFR Part 50, Appendix A, General Design Criterion 41 concerning combustible gas control
in reactor containments. As discussed in phone conversations between yourself and my staff,
your letter is being handled as a petition for rulemaking (PRM) in accordance with 10 CFR
2.802. Docket number PRM 50-68 has been assigned to your petition. The NRC staff met with
you on November 29, 1999, to explain the petition for rulemaking process and the planned
course of action with respect to your request. As noted, you will be provided a copy of the
Federal Register notice of receipt and request for comment when it is published. Your letter
also suggested discussions with the Commission on related aspects. The Commission is
satisfied with the staff’'s approach toward responding to your proposals, and has not expressed
a desire for a meeting on the matters contained in your letter at this time.

In addition, your letter has been sent to the Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES) for its
consideration as part of activities concerning “Option 3" (which was presented in SECY-98-300
as part of the staff’s plans for a broad consideration of how existing Part 50 requirements could
be revised to better accommodate risk insights). RES submitted a paper to the Commission on
November 8, 1999 (SECY-99-264), containing current plans and schedules for this undertaking.
This paper identifies 10 CFR 50.44 as one regulation for early assessment in the staff’s study.
As part of this study, the staff will seek input from interested stakeholders through public
workshops.

Samuel J. Collins, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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