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SAnta'Coonsdamion 

Sdoacttve 
:ontami.nation 

?4ba pln:Nuclear Reguatory.Commission wants 
start putting contimanants in everyday itenms.  

f Sara Bera 
accepted sintific 

-N 6ono& homes could become radjoa- -.. fc that here is po ) tiely ontminaed, nd ~ve'wouln't totally safe dose o 
• j.even-, -4, jat"ion. "<r-iarlkii 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission Morgan, the father of 
id the Department of Energy would like to radiological health 
Lt the costs of dosing down aljthck old com- physics,isaid-.bere 
eril nuclear power plants.and iuclear. is no sAe level'oS ..  
mpons facilities by sellg massive amounts exposure and ther.is.•5" .  

radioactive metals to the scrap metal ld nodosof rdiation 
.Sounds like the NRC and DOE •ina . so low that tlhTiisk o 
idrstand how. to recycle and save penmý a malignancy is zero.  

•? .' "I:-. • t is unacceptable for 
Wrong. NRC_-s.reyl.and,-reu.se" on-,:: the NRC to debate 

w.ept.would introduceh ...-.. doses that could result 
\~ ctiemeta l.Iwitl-our in the loaopflie 

eeryday Cteos, k A eih 

ýpanschildren's-bracesl toys. a lm re~ee a i 

pet .cir caýir,_reltbu kles concern aboiitthe addi-.  
.adzppers evetefi tional radiation, especily .  

kturewe.t•Oi the..k,, becausehntionwidemore •jo#d at m t than 2 million to 3 million ,.-:, .
1%+want6 recyce everything radioactive scrap will head its way under the 

rczk it can from these. uclear NRC's plans.  .. facili.e .--radioc!i y. The DOE wants to allow .ntatrs t to 
utaininated pt sils• retes and, release scrap metal in thestrm o m-.f corn
3r. merce, where all signs of the sbrap's origins,.  
TheNRC is, ly -t a' as i l go ,aremiv.ed The SMA's 
ei of ii'*c-t *.."these raw materials can '1999 Public Policy Statementsd, "[Our] 

nta&nt4esse la deciding how much companies oppose the release of contaminated.a 
posure' purf'j'Xes can handle. This level scrap and have zero tolerance for acceptance 
uldolieequvalenttoan extra X-ray per year of radioactive material. Further , Melng, 
more. Doesn't sound too bad, doesit? But radioactive-scrap could threaten worker safety 
ep imind that we could receive these radi- and health, consumiers and thieenvironment" 
An donationscourtesy of the NRC from SMA membei cmpanies have already 
my products for extended periods of time spent millions of mis on itive radiation, 
roughout the year.We could receive doses of detectors at theirmij.llstoprevenit contamina. ..  
diation from our cars, the rings on our fin- tion. Their sensors havalready.been ig
rs, thefime cabinets next to our desks and the gered, mostly by con t e--- d foreign'steel, 

ils at the diner.'Should we really be wor- andshipmen•shave e e. .. -by.  
:d about radiation we didn't ask for? . case DOE releases have despie pb.
Wel the NRC is considering radiation doses lic opposition. More thin1 .1millionpounds of; .  
3t Wr .yed over a lifetime, could radioactive metal have b..een e .. into.th.e 
use~fial cancer in four in 10,000 people, marketplace frmsvral closedjinuclear. oper-sýt 
cardin to, thR own calculations. With ations builig t *Pde Teun The po 4 

cuftentU.S, , gibiaticn hovering above po ed-nerUl WOUd leaiz hd f 

O l .ot..t ranslates to.,,more.than. I.--...easd ( i e amounts of radioba tive ' 

8,000 at •deaths. " materials. Ven'the current,unsafe caseby: " + ". < ', 7. ' ;. ";, . '::.. . . ... '" " ' . '
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