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ABOUT THE NRC

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is an independent agency created by Congress.
The NRC regulates the Nation’s civilian commercial, industrial, academic, and medical uses of
nuclear materials.

The NRC'’s scope of responsibility includes regulating commercial nuclear power plants; nonpower
production and utilization facilities including research and test reactors; nuclear fuel cycle facilities;
medical, academic, and industrial uses of radioactive materials; the decommissioning of licensed
facilities and sites; and the transport, storage, and disposal of radioactive materials and wastes. The
agency issues licenses for and oversees the use of radioactive materials and certifies nuclear reactor
designs, spent fuel storage casks, and transportation packages. The agency also licenses the import
and export of radioactive materials and works closely with its international counterparts to enhance
nuclear safety and security worldwide. To fulfill its responsibilities, the NRC performs five principal
regulatory functions, as seen in Figure 1. How the NRC Regulates.

Figure 1. How the NRC Regulates
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1. Develop regulations and guidance for applicants and licensees.

2. License or certify applicants to use nuclear materials, operate nuclear facilities, and decommission facilities.

3. Inspect and assess licensee operations and facilities to ensure licensees comply with NRC requirements,
respond to incidents, investigate allegations of wrongdoing, and take appropriate follow-up or enforcement
actions when necessary.

. Evaluate operational experience of licensed facilities and activities.

. Conduct research, hold hearings, and obtain independent reviews to support regulatory decisions.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The NRC licenses and regulates the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive materials to provide
reasonable assurance of adequate protection of public health and safety, to promote the common
defense and security, and to protect the environment.

Vision

Demonstrate the Principles of Good Regulation in performing the agency’s mission.

To be successful, the NRC must not only excel in carrying out its mission but must do so in a manner
that engenders the trust of the public and stakeholders. The Principles of Good Regulation—
independence, openness, efficiency, clarity, and reliability—guide the agency. They affect how

the NRC reaches decisions on safety, security, and the environment; how the NRC performs
administrative tasks; and how its employees interact with each other as well as with external
stakeholders. By adhering to these principles, the NRC maintains its regulatory competence, conveys
that competence to stakeholders, and promotes trust in the agency. The agency puts these principles
into practice with effective, realistic, and timely actions.

Principles of Good Regulation

Independence: Nothing but the highest possible standards of ethical performance and
professionalism should influence regulation.

Openness: Nuclear regulation is the public’s business, and it must be transacted
publicly and candidly.
Efficiency: The highest technical and managerial competence is required and

must be a constant agency goal.

Clarity: Regqulations should be coherent, logical, and practical. Agency
positions should be readily understood and easily applied.

Reliability: Regulations should be based on the best available knowledge from
research and operational experience.

Strategic Goals
Safety: Ensure the safe use of radioactive materials.

Security: Ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.

Statutory Authority

The Energy Reorganization Act of 1974 created the NRC from a portion of the former Atomic Energy
Commission. The new agency was to independently oversee—but not promote—the commercial
nuclear industry so the United States could benefit from the use of radioactive materials while

also protecting people and the environment. The agency began operations on January 18, 1975.
The NRC'’s regulations can be found in Title 10, “Energy,” of the Code of Federal Regulations (10
CFR). The principal statutory authorities that govern the NRC'’s work can be found at the governing
legislation web page on the NRC website.

Scan QR code for more information on the
topic of NRC'’s governing legislation
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The NRC, its licensees (those licensed by the NRC to use radioactive materials), and the
Agreement States (States that assume regulatory authority over certain nuclear materials) share
responsibility for protecting public health and safety and the environment. Federal regulations
and the NRC’s regulatory program play a key role. Ultimately, however, the licensees bear the
primary responsibility for safely handling and using radioactive materials.

On September 28, 2018, the Nuclear Energy Innovation Capabilities Act of 2017 was signed
into law. The Act requires the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and the NRC to enter into

a memorandum of understanding (MOU) on certain topics related to advanced reactors and
authorizes them to enter into an MOU on additional topics in this area. The NRC and the DOE
signed an MOU to implement provisions of the Act in October 2019.

On January 14, 2019, the Nuclear Energy Innovation and Modernization Act (NEIMA) was signed
into law. NEIMA's provisions are varied and have impacts across the agency.

NEIMA has three stated objectives:

1. To provide a revised framework for fee recovery by the NRC “to ensure the availability
of resources to meet industry needs without burdening existing licensees unfairly for
inaccurate workload projections or premature existing reactor closures.”

2. To support the development of expertise and regulatory infrastructure necessary to allow
innovation and the commercialization of advanced nuclear reactors.

3. To foster “more efficient regulation of uranium recovery.”

The NRC is in the process of implementing the various provisions of NEIMA. The agency has
already submitted multiple reports to Congress establishing performance metrics and milestone
schedules for “requested activities of the Commission.” The NRC is also taking actions related
to the licensing process for commercial advanced reactors and research and test reactors. The
NRC is committed to meeting the requirements of NEIMA and is working diligently to do so.

CFR
Energy ==
Parts 1 t© 5O

ovised as of January 1. 2012

2N
OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL REGIST!

NRC regulations are contained in Title 10, “Energy,” of the Code of Federal Regulations,
Chapter 1, Parts 1 to 199.

Scan QR code for more information on NRC Regulations
Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations
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MAJOR ACTIVITIES

The NRC fulfills its responsibilities by doing the following:

B licensing the design and overseeing construction, operation, and decommissioning of
commercial nuclear power plants and other nuclear facilities

B licensing the possession, use, processing, handling, exporting, and importing of nuclear
materials

establishing national policy and standards for the safe disposal of low-level radioactive waste

certifying the design and overseeing construction and operation of commercial transportation
casks for radioactive materials and waste

B licensing the design, and overseeing construction, and operation of spent fuel storage casks
and interim storage facilities for spent fuel and high-level radioactive waste

licensing nuclear reactor operators
licensing uranium enrichment facilities

B conducting research to support the regulatory framework and to address potential reactor and
other nuclear facility safety issues

B collecting, analyzing, and disseminating information about the operation of commercial nuclear
power reactors and certain nonreactor activities

issuing safety and security regulations, policies, goals, and orders that govern nuclear activities

interacting with other Federal agencies, foreign governments, and international organizations on
safety, security, and nonproliferation issues

B conducting investigations of alleged violations by NRC licensees that may result in criminal,
civil, or administrative penalties

inspecting NRC licensees to ensure adequate performance of safety and security programs

enforcing NRC regulations and the conditions of NRC licenses and imposing, when necessary,
civil sanctions and penalties

B conducting public hearings on nuclear and radiological safety, security, and environmental
concerns

B implementing international legal commitments made by the U.S. Government in treaties and
conventions

developing working relationships with State and Tribal governments

maintaining an incident response program and overseeing required emergency response
activities at NRC-licensed facilities

B implementing lessons learned from the March 2011 nuclear accident in Japan to enhance
safety at U.S. commercial nuclear facilities

B transforming the agency one decision at a time into a modern, risk-informed regulator
that promotes and embraces innovative approaches to achieve the agency mission (see
Figure 3. Transforming the NRC)

B involving the public in the regulatory process through meetings, conferences, and workshops;
providing opportunities for commenting on proposed new regulations, petitions, guidance
documents, and technical reports; offering multiple ways to report safety concerns; and
providing documents under the Freedom of Information Act and through the NRC’s website
(see Figure 4. A Typical Rulemaking Process)

B engaging and informing the public through social media platforms and by providing interactive,
high-value datasets (data in a form that allows members of the public to search, filter, or
repackage information)
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Radiation Protection

Although radiation is naturally present in our environment, it can have either beneficial or harmful
effects, depending on its use and control. For that reason, Congress charged the NRC with protecting
people and the environment from unnecessary exposure to radiation as a result of civilian uses of
nuclear materials. Toward that end, the NRC requires nuclear power plants; research reactors; and
other medical, industrial, and academic licensees to use and store radioactive materials in a way

that eliminates unnecessary exposure and protects radiation workers and the public. See Figure 2.
Radiation Doses and Regulator Limits to learn the dose limits from NRC-licensed activities.

Figure 2. Radiation Doses and Regulatory Limits
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NRC Region IV Administrator Scott Morris (right) and Senior Resident Inspector Andrew Siwy (left),
dressed in protective gear, examine the plant’s drywell during a refueling outage at the Cooper nuclear
power plant in Brownville, Nebraska. Photo courtesy of Nebraska Public Power District.
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TRANSFORMING THE NRC

Figure 3. Transforming the NRC
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The NRC’s Transformation Journey

Over the past several years, the NRC has been transforming to realize its vision of becoming a
modern, risk-informed regulator and be in the best position to continue meeting its important safety
and security mission well into the future. As a modern, risk-informed regulator, the agency will
achieve mission excellence in a diverse, inclusive, and innovative environment with a highly skilled,
adaptable, and engaged workforce. Transformation will thus help the agency keep pace with the
highly dynamic, interconnected environment in which it operates and regulate an innovative industry
that has new technologies. Transforming also provides the NRC an opportunity to re-evaluate the
way it conducts business to streamline processes and procedures and maximize efficiencies to better
serve the American public.

The NRC'’s transformation vision is supported by the four focus areas outlined above. Each of the
four focus areas is supported by initiatives aimed at streamlining work processes, advancing the use
of new information technology, developing a framework that considers well-managed risk in decision
making and encouraging innovative solutions to agency challenges.

The NRC anticipates that the efficiencies gained by transformation will allow the staff to make more
timely and better quality decisions vital to accomplishing the agency’s safety and security mission.
As the agency continues its transformation journey, stakeholder engagement is important, and the
agency is communicating its progress through public meetings and conferences, as well as through
the NRC website.

Scan QR code to learn more about
the NRC’s transformation journey
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NRC RULEMAKING PROCESS

The process of developing regulations is called “rulemaking.” The NRC initiates a new rule or

a change to an existing rule when there is a need to do so to protect public health and safety.
Additionally, any member of the public may petition the NRC to develop, change, or rescind a rule.
The Commission directs the staff to begin work and obtain public input on a new rulemaking activity
through approval of a staff rulemaking plan. The process is informally divided into two phases—
pre-rulemaking and rulemaking—with a goal of maximizing public participation.

Figure 4. NRC Rulemaking Process
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Pre-Rulemaking

The pre-rulemaking phase enlists the public in the early stages of rulemaking. The NRC staff tailors
this phase to the complexity and potential impact of the rulemaking as well as the needs of licensees
and the public. Public views and comments received during pre-rulemaking outreach can influence
the agency’s decision on whether to continue a rulemaking. The NRC may hold one or more public
meetings as part of its pre-rulemaking outreach.

Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

For especially important or complex rules, the NRC may engage the public at the beginning of the
pre-rulemaking phase to define the scope and content of the rule. An advance notice of proposed
rulemaking describes the need for the proposed action but discusses only broad concepts.
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Regulatory Basis

A regulatory basis describes the technical, legal, and policy information that supports changes to

the NRC’s regulations. It describes why the current regulation needs to be updated, explains how a
change in the regulations will resolve the problem, and discusses other regulatory options to potentially
address the problem. It provides a high-level discussion of the costs and benefits of each option and
identifies any backfitting and forward-fitting considerations. The NRC determines whether a regulatory
basis is necessary based on the regulatory issues involved. If development of a regulatory basis is
warranted, it is generally published for public comment.

Preliminary Proposed Rule Language

The agency will sometimes issue preliminary proposed rule language to provide the public opportunity
to comment on the NRC staff’'s proposal and to prepare for detailed discussions during a public
meeting.

Rulemaking

Proposed Rules

In this phase, the NRC staff drafts the actual regulation. Each proposed rule involving significant
matters of policy is sent to the NRC Commission for approval. Less significant rules may, with
Commission approval, be signed by an NRC staff manager. If approved, the proposed rule is
published in the Federal Register and usually contains the following items:

B the background information about the proposed rule

B an address for submitting comments

B the date by which comments must be submitted to ensure consideration by the NRC
B an explanation indicating why the rule change is thought to be needed

B the proposed text to be changed

Usually, the public is given 30 to 90 days to provide written comments, although not all rules are issued
for public comment. Generally, the agency does not collect comments on rules that concern agency
organization, procedure, or practice, or rules for which delaying their publication to receive comments
would be contrary to the public interest and not practical.

Final Rules

Once the public comment period has closed for the proposed rule, the staff analyzes the comments,
makes any needed changes, and prepares a final rule for approval by the Commission or delegated
NRC manager. Upon approval, the final rule is published in the Federal Register and usually becomes
effective 30 days later.

Direct Final Rulemakings

When appropriate, the NRC can shorten the traditional rulemaking process by using a direct final
rulemaking process. This process is used only for regulatory changes that the NRC believes are
noncontroversial. In a direct final rule, a companion proposed rule is published at the same time as the
direct final rule. If there are no significant and adverse comments on the proposed rule, the direct final
rule becomes effective. If there are significant and adverse comments, the direct final rule is withdrawn
and the rulemaking proceeds with the preparation of a typical final rule addressing public comment.

Rulemaking Information

The public can access a centralized, web-based tracking and reporting system, which
provides near-real-time updates on all NRC rulemaking activities on the NRC website.

Scan QR code for more information on NRC rulemaking activities
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ORGANIZATIONS AND FUNCTIONS

The NRC’s Commission has five members nominated by the President of the United States

and confirmed by the U.S. Senate for 5-year terms. The members’ terms are staggered so one
Commissioner’s term expires on June 30 of each year. The President designates one member

to serve as Chair. The Chair is the principal executive officer and spokesperson of the agency.

No more than three Commissioners can belong to the same political party. The Commission as a
whole formulates policies and regulations governing the safety and security of nuclear reactors and
materials, issues orders to licensees, and adjudicates legal matters brought before it. The Executive
Director for Operations carries out the policies and decisions of the Commission and directs the
activities of the program and regional offices (see Figure 5. NRC Organizational Chart).

Commissioner Term Expiration*

Christopher T. Hanson Jeff Baran David A. Wright Annie Caputo Bradley R. Crowell
Chair June 30, 2023 June 30, 2025 June 30, 2026 June 30, 2027
June 30, 2024

* Commissioners listed by seniority.

The NRC is headquartered in Rockville, Maryland, and has four regional offices. They are located in
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania; Atlanta, Georgia; Lisle, lllinois; and Arlington, Texas.

The NRC'’s corporate offices provide centrally managed activities necessary for agency programs
to operate and achieve goals. Corporate support is needed for a successful regulatory program and
includes the Office Administration, Office of the General Council and Office of the Chief Information
Officer. The NRC has the following major program offices:

B The Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation handles all licensing and inspection activities for
existing nuclear power reactors and research and test reactors. It also oversees the design,
siting, licensing, and construction of new commercial nuclear power reactors.

B The Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research provides independent expertise and information
for making timely regulatory judgments, anticipating potentially significant safety problems,
and resolving safety issues. It helps develop technical regulations and standards and collects,
analyzes, and disseminates information about the safety of commercial nuclear power plants
and certain nuclear materials activities.

B The Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards regulates the production of
commercial nuclear fuel; uranium recovery activities; decommissioning of nuclear facilities; and
the use of radioactive materials in medical, industrial, academic, and commercial applications.
It requlates safe storage, transportation, and disposal of low- and high-level radioactive waste
and spent nuclear fuel. The office also works with other Federal agencies, States, and Tribal
and local governments on regulatory matters.

B The Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response initiates and oversees the
implementation of agency security policy for nuclear facilities and users of radioactive material
and coordinates with other Federal agencies and international organizations on security
issues. This office also maintains the NRC’s emergency preparedness and incident response
programs.
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B The NRC regional offices conduct inspections and investigations; take enforcement actions
(in coordination with the Office of Enforcement); and maintain incident response programs for
nuclear reactors, fuel facilities, and materials licensees. In addition, the regional offices carry
out licensing for certain materials licensees (see Figure 6. NRC Regions).

B The agency has two advisory committees, the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
(ACRS) and the Advisory Committee on the Medical Uses of Isotopes (ACMUI), which are
independent of the NRC staff. The ACRS reports directly to the Commission, which appoints
its members. The advisory committees are structured to provide a forum where experts
representing many technical perspectives can provide independent advice that is factored into
the Commission’s decision-making process. Most committee meetings are open to the public,
and any member of the public may request an opportunity to make an oral statement during
committee meetings.

Figure 5. NRC Organizational Chart
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Note: For the most recent information, go to the NRC organization chart at https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/organization.html.
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Figure 6. NRC Regions
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Nuclear Power Plants
« Each regional office oversees the plants in its region—except for the Callaway plant
in Missouri, which Region IV oversees.

Materials Licensees

* Region | oversees licensees and Federal facilities located in Region | and Region 1.
* Region Il oversees licensees and Federal facilities located in Region ll.

* Region IV oversees licensees and Federal facilities located in Region IV.

Nuclear Fuel Processing Facilities

* Region Il oversees all the fuel processing facilities in all regions.

* Region Il also handles all construction inspection activities for new nuclear
power plants and fuel cycle facilities in all regions.
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FISCAL YEAR 2022 BUDGET

For fiscal year (FY) 2022 (October 1, 2021, through September 30, 2022), the NRC'’s budget is
$905.7 million. The NRC has 2,882 full-time equivalents (FTEs) in FY 2022, including the Office of
the Inspector General (see Figure 7. NRC Total Budget Authority, FYs 2012—-2022). The Office of the
Inspector General received its own appropriation of $13.8 million, which is included in the total NRC
budget.

The breakdown of the budget is shown in Figure 8. NRC FY 2022 Distribution of Budget Authority;
Recovery of Enacted NRC Budget. The Nuclear Energy Innovation and Modernization Act, known
as NEIMA (Public Law 115-439), requires the NRC to recover, to the maximum extent practicable,
approximately 100 percent of its total budget authority for a fiscal year, less the budget authority for
“excluded activities.” The NRC collects fees each year by $756.7 million in fees in FY 2022.

Figure 7. NRC Total Budget Authority, FYs 2012-2022

Total Authority Authorized Carryover o Full-Time
Dollars in Millions Dollars in Millions 9 Equivalents (FTEs)
Note: Dollars are rounded to the nearest million. Numbers may not add up due to rounding.

Scan QR code for more budget information available in the
Congressional Budget Justification
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Figure 8. NRC FY 2022 Distribution of Budget Authority;
Recovery of Enacted Budget

Nuclear Reactor Safety Program:
76% ($689.7 Million)

Nuclear Materials and Waste Safety
Total © Program: 21% ($186.2 Million)

. University Nuclear Leadership Program
Budget: Funded by Carryover: 2% ($16 Million)
$9057 Inspector General: 1% ($13.8 Million)

Million
0 Nuclear Reactor
Safety Program

78% (2,248 FTEs)

Nuclear Materials
Total FTE: and Waste Safety

Program:
2,882 20% (570 FTEs)

\ Inspector General:
2% (64 FTEs)
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75% (2,171 FTEs)
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25% (712 FTEs)

Reactor Fees:
$693.7 Million
Recovery Nuclear Materials Fees:
59 Milli
of Enacted 359 Million

BUdget ._ Budget Not Recovered by Fees:
FY 2022 $131 Million*

Estimated Fees To Be Recovered**
by FY 2022: $756.7 Million

* The NRC also received a $2 Million Supplemental Appropriation to provide regulatory and technical support
for Ukraine, which is not recovered by fees

** Recovered fees do not include the use of prior-year carryover where fees were previously collected.
After Part 171 billing adjustments the amount to be recovered is $752.7.

Notes: The NRC incorporates corporate and administrative costs proportionately within programs. Also,
the spread of corporate FTE is included in Reactor and Material fees. Numbers may not add up due to rounding.
Enacted budget for FY 2022.
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WORLDWIDE ELECTRICITY GENERATED
BY COMMERCIAL NUCLEAR POWER

Nuclear reactor technology was first developed in the 1940s, initially for producing weapons, but
President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Atoms for Peace program shifted the focus to power generation,
scientific research, and the production of medical and industrial isotopes. Today, nuclear technology
is global, and nuclear-generated power is a part of the worldwide energy portfolio.

As of October 2022, there were 427 operating reactors in 32 countries with a total net capacity of
382,796 megawatts electric. (See Figure 9. Nuclear Share of Electricity Generated by Country to
learn percentage by country.) In addition, 56 reactors were under construction. Based on data from
2021, France had the highest portion (69 percent) of total domestic energy generated by nuclear
power.

Figure 9. Nuclear Share of Electricity Generated by Country
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Note: Each country’s short-form name is used.
Source: IAEA, Power Reactor Information System database, as of November 3, 2022, for 2021
https://pris.iaea.org/PRIS/WorldStatistics/OperationalReactorsByCountry.aspx

In addition to generating electricity, nuclear materials and technology are used worldwide for many
other peaceful purposes, such as the following:
Radioactive isotopes help diagnose and treat medical conditions.

Irradiation makes food safer and last longer, and assists in making pest-resistant seed
varieties with higher yields.

B Nuclear gauges maintain quality control in industry.
B Radioactive isotopes date objects and identify elements.

The NRC engages in international activities to exchange regulatory information to enhance the safe
and secure civilian use of nuclear materials and technologies.

Scan QR code for more information on the NRC’s International Program
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INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY 2021-2025

The NRC is well-respected internationally in nuclear safety and security regulation. The agency’s
International Strategy builds directly on the Commission’s 2014 International Policy Statement and has
two primary aims:

B Leverage this reputation to positively influence the development of new, and maintenance of
existing, nuclear safety and security regimes around the world.

B Target the staff’s international engagement to opportunities that will directly inform the agency’s
domestic mission objectives.

The strategy consists of five objectives to guide the agency’s international engagement and ensure that
the agency’s activities positively influence global nuclear safety and security, align with U.S. Government
policy priorities, and promote strong cooperation with international regulatory partners. The objectives are
as follows:

EXCEL

Maintain excellence in executing the NRC’s statutory and legally mandated activities.

= Successfully execute the U.S. Government’s export and import mandate for nuclear
equipment, components, and materials and contribute to meeting U.S. obligations
under nuclear safety, security, and nonproliferation conventions, treaties, and
U.S. Government commitments.

INTEGRATE
Integrate the agency’s international activities with broader U.S. Government foreign
policy and national security objectives.

= Frequent engagement with the executive branch about how the NRC can
complement U.S. foreign policy or national security objectives, recognizing the NRC’s
nonpromotional status and independence and areas where policy restrictions may
influence the direction of the agency’s work.

PARTNER

Build and maintain partnerships in specific regions of strategic importance to the
United States that will support government-wide objectives and enable the agency to
learn from its counterparts and advance its domestic mission.

= Establish and maintain strategic global partnerships in all regions in targeted ways,
promote domestic and global nuclear safety and security by creating and taking
advantage of opportunities to increase cooperation, and gain valuable information to
use as a benchmark for the agency’s domestic activities.

Demonstrate leadership in the international community through involvement in key
bilateral and multilateral forums in areas of strategic importance to the NRC and
the U.S. Government.

= Positively influence the global nuclear safety and security regime to develop regulatory
frameworks that emphasize safety and security as a foremost objective, in a manner
that promotes or is consistent with the NRC’s domestic regulatory approach.

ASSIST

Advance nuclear safety and security worldwide by providing regulatory assistance to
countries with emerging regulatory programs, with a focus on countries of strategic
importance to the broader U.S. Government.

= Countries receiving NRC capacity-building support will make advances in developing
a sound, independent, technically competent, adequately resourced nuclear safety
and security regulatory infrastructure that mirrors key tenets of the NRC’s regulatory
infrastructure and approach.
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INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The NRC'’s international activities support the agency’s domestic mission, as well as broader
U.S. domestic and international interests. The wide-ranging activities include the following:

B convention and treaty implementation

B nuclear nonproliferation

B export and import licensing for nuclear materials and equipment

B international nuclear safety, security, and safeguards cooperation and assistance
B cooperative safety research

The NRC works with multinational organizations, such as the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) and the Nuclear Energy Agency of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD/NEA), and bilaterally with regulators in other countries through cooperation and
research agreements. These interactions allow the NRC to share and acquire regulatory safety and
security best practices. In addition, joint research projects give the NRC access to research facilities not
available in the United States.

Conventions and Treaties

All countries that ratify nuclear-related conventions and treaties must take actions to implement them.
Their actions help ensure high levels of safety and security. For example, the NRC actively participates
in and provides leadership for the implementation of the Convention on Nuclear Safety. The objectives
of the Convention are to maintain a high level of nuclear safety worldwide, to prevent accidents with
radiological consequences, and to mitigate such consequences should they occur.

In addition, the NRC'’s international cooperation and assistance activities, as well as import and export
licensing of nuclear materials and equipment, fulfill U.S. obligations undertaken under the treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which says that all parties to the Treaty have the right to
participate in the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials, and scientific and technological
information for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, provided that they meet their nonproliferation
obligations. The NRC therefore participates in review meetings and associated activities under this
treaty.

The NRC also actively participates in meetings and activities for the following conventions:

m Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive
Waste Management

Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material and lts Amendment
Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident

Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency

Export and Import Licensing

The NRC reviews applications to license exports and imports of nuclear materials and equipment to
ensure that such exports and imports will not be inimical to the safety and security of the United States
and will be consistent with applicable agreements for the peaceful use of nuclear materials. The NRC’s
export and import regulations are found in 10 CFR Part 110, “Export and Import of Nuclear Equipment
and Material.”

The NRC participates in meetings of the Nuclear Suppliers Group and the Code of Conduct on
the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources to ensure that U.S. export and import controls are
appropriate. >>See Appendix S for a listing of import and export licenses in FY 2022<<

NRC: AN INDEPENDENT REGULATORY AGENCY | 17




Bilateral Cooperation and Assistance

The NRC has information-sharing agreements with more than 45 countries, as well as Taiwan and the
European Atomic Energy Community.

Cooperation

The NRC participates in a wide range of programs that enhance the safety and security of peaceful
nuclear activities worldwide. With countries that have mature nuclear power or radioactive materials
programs, the NRC focuses on sharing information and best practices.

Some of the benefits of consulting with mature regulatory programs include the following:

B awareness of reactor construction activities that could apply to new reactors being built in the
United States

prompt notification to foreign partners of U.S. safety issues and vice versa
sharing of safety and security information

Assistance

The NRC provides bilateral and regional capacity-building support, training, workshops, and
peer reviews to assist countries as they develop or enhance their national nuclear regulatory
infrastructures and programs.

International Assignee Program

The NRC provides long-term, on-the-job assignments to foreign regulators at the NRC through

its International Assignee Program. This helps both organizations better understand each other’s
regulatory programs, capabilities, and commitments. It also helps to enhance the expertise of both
foreign assignees and the NRC staff. The program also fosters relationships between the NRC and
key officials in other countries. Since the program’s inception in 1975, the NRC has hosted more than
400 foreign assignees.

International Trainee Program

The NRC provides opportunities for engineers, scientists, and regulatory personnel from other
countries to attend NRC training courses at the Technical Training Center and Professional
Development Center.

Multilateral Cooperation and Assistance

The NRC plays an active role in the different programs and committee work of multilateral
organizations. The agency works with multiple regulatory counterparts through the IAEA,
OECD/NEA, and other multilateral organizations on issues related to the following

B development of standards
radiation protection

risk assessment
emergency preparedness
waste management
transportation

safeguards, physical protection, and security

communications and public outreach

International Cooperative Research

The NRC participates in international cooperative research programs to share U.S. operating
experience and to learn from the experiences of other countries. This helps leverage access to
foreign research data and test facilities otherwise unavailable to the United States.
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Nuclear Power
in the 21 Century

NRC Commissioners Annie Caputo and Bradley Crowell take a moment together while attending the IAEA
International Ministerial Conference on Nuclear Power in the 21st Century, held in Washington, DC.

NRC Chair Christopher Hanson (left) and Alejandro Nunez-Carrera, Director General of Mexico’s National
Nuclear Safety and Safeguards Commission, meet to renew the bilateral arrangement between the NRC
and the Mexican regulator, and discuss nuclear safety and security issues of mutual interest.
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