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Licensees were requested to provide their Phase 2 staffing assessments to the NRC no later
than 4 months prior to the beginning of their second refueling outage (as used in the context of
NRC Order EA-12-049). By letter dated June 3, 2016, (ADAMS Accession No. ML16159A235),
NextEra Energy Duane Arnold, LLC (the licensee) submitted its Phase 2 staffing assessment for
Duane Arnold Energy Center to the NRC in response to the 50.54(f) letter. By letter dated
September 15, 2016 (ADAMS Accession No. ML16260A402), the licensee submitted additional
information as a supplement to its initial submittal.

The NRC staff reviewed the licensee’s initial Phase 2 staffing assessment, supplemental
staffing assessment information, and previously submitted supplemental information (ADAMS
Accession Nos. ML12165A473 and ML12135A291) in accordance with the assumptions and
guidelines of Sections 2.2, 2.3, and 3 of the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) guidance document
NEI 12-01, “Guideline for Assessing Beyond Design Basis Accident Response Staffing and
Communications Capabilities” (ADAMS Accession No. ML12125A412), which was endorsed by
the NRC staff by letter dated May 15, 2012 (ADAMS Accession No. ML12131A043). The NRC
staff noted that the licensee assessed its current onsite minimum staffing levels to identify any
enhancements needed to respond following a beyond-design-basis large-scale natural event,
and to ensure that the strategies contained in the existing emergency plan and plant operating
procedures, such as those used in response to a SBO, can be performed by the site staff.
Consistent with the assumptions stated in Section 2 of NEI 12-01, the licensee’s assessment
assumed that a large-scale natural event causes: (1) an ELAP, (2) all units on the site to be
affected, and (3) access to the site to be impeded for a minimum of 6 hours. The licensee also
assessed its capability to perform the site-specific functions related to the strategies developed
in response to Order EA-12-049. The licensee conducted independent reviews and concluded,
based on its staffing assessment, that the existing on-shift minimum staff is sufficient to
implement the loss of all ac power event response strategies, including those strategies
developed to support the requirements of Order EA-12-049, while supporting performance of
the required emergency planning duties without unacceptable collateral duties.

The NRC staff reviewed the licensee’s initial Phase 2 staffing assessment and supplemental
information to verify the assessment’s conclusion that the licensee’s existing emergency
response resources, as described in its emergency plan, are sufficient to perform the required
plant actions and emergency plan functions, and implement the event response strategies that
were developed in response to Order EA-12-049 without the assignment of collateral duties
that would impact the performance of assigned emergency plan functions.

As a result, the NRC staff concludes that the licensee’s Phase 2 staffing submittal adequately
addresses the response strategies needed to respond to a BDBEE using its procedures and
guidelines. The NRC staff will verify the implementation of the licensee’s staffing capabilities
through the inspection program.
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If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Stephen Philpott at (301) 415-
2365 or via email at Stephen.Philpott@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,
Mandy K. Halter, Acting Chief
Orders Management Branch

Japan Lessons-Learned Division
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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