March 16, 2016

Dr. Dennis C. Bley, Chairman

Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

SUBJECT: DRAFT FINAL RULE TITLE 10 OF THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS
SECTION 50.46¢, “EMERGENCY CORE COOLING SYSTEM PERFORMANCE
DURING LOSS-OF-COOLANT ACCIDENTS (LOCA)” AND ASSOCIATED
REGULATORY GUIDES

Dear Dr. Bley:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am writing to thank you for your
letter dated February 23, 2016, which provided the NRC staff with the Advisory Committee on
Reactor Safeguards’ (ACRS) perspectives and recommendations regarding the draft final rule
on “Performance-Based Emergency Core Cooling System Requirements and Related Fuel
Cladding Acceptance Criteria” and associated regulatory guides. The NRC staff agrees with
your recommendation to issue the draft final rule and the three fuel-related regulatory guides.
The staff also agrees with your recommendation not to issue Regulatory Guide 1.229, “Risk-
Informed Approach for Addressing the Effects Of Debris on Post Accident Long-Term Core
Cooling” until the ACRS review has been completed. We appreciate your comments and look
forward to continued interactions with the ACRS as we implement this final rule.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Victor M. McCree
Executive Director
for Operations

cc: Chairman Burns
Commissioner Svinicki
Commissioner Ostendorff
Commissioner Baran
SECY
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