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Part21 (PAR) Event # 49667
Rep Org: C&D TECHNOLOGIES, INC. Notification Date / Time: 12/20/2013 11:45 (EST)
Supplier: C&D TECHNOLOGIES, INC. Event Date / Time: 10/22/2013 (EST)

Last Modification: 02/24/2014
Region: 1 Docket #:
City: BLUE BELL Agreement State: Yes
County: ' License #:
State: PA |
NRC Notified by: CHRISTIAN RHEAULT Notifications: ANTHONY DIMITRIADIS R1DO
HQ Ops Officer: DONG HWA PARK KENNETH RIEMER R3DO
Emergency Class: NON EMERGENCY PART 21 GROUP EMAIL

10 CFR Section: )

21.21(a)(2) INTERIM EVAL OF DEVIATION

PART 21 REPORT - CRACKING IN KCR-13 STANDBY BATTERY JARS
The following was received via facsimile:

"The purpose of this letter is to provide the NRC a report in general conformity to the requirements of 10CFR Part
21.21 (a)(2). On October 22, 2013, C&D Technologies, Inc. (C&D) was informed by Entergy Nuclear Northeast
that a KCR-13 battery installed at the Indian Point Nuclear Energy Center had developed a small crack in the
polycarbonate jar material. The jar is a safety related component with the primary function of containing
electrolyte. C&D does not believe that significant quantity of electrolyte was lost through this crack, because there
was a normal level of electrolyte in the battery. This unit has been replaced, and the unit was sent by Entergy to an
outside lab, Lucius Pitkin (LPI) of New York, NY, for analysis. As C&D did not have access to the components of
the allegedly defective battery, and a report has not yet been issued by Lucius Pitkin, C&D cannot perform a root
cause technical evaluation and affirm whether there is any defect in the component or manufacturing process, or
whether the reported condition may have been due to user abuse of product, improper maintenance or other
negligence or error. No formal report from Entergy or LPI Is expected before the expiration of the 60 day limit from
the date C&D was notified of the issue. Thus, C&D is submitting this interim report to the NRC and notifying C&D's
customers that use C&D KCR-13 batteries of this interim report. [C&D is also] initiating an action plan to evaluate
the reported potential defect and determine whether it could pose a substantial safety hazard for any U.S. licensee
using such batteries.

"Concurrent actions underway to complete the evaluation: a) On receipt of the final report by LPI/Indian Point by
C&D, C&D shall evaluate the findings and the causes for failure. Maximum time 14 days from receipt of the
report. b) In conjunction with the licensees identified in section vi, C&D will recommend maintenance assessment
of all KCR-13 batteries at these locations to determine their status, and specifically the presence of any evidence
of potential defects via visual examination. For any cells exhibiting the presence of potential defect, C&D shall
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further recommend that they be returned for analysis. Estimated completion date of analysis is thirty (30) days
from the receipt of the returned batteries."

KCR-13 batteries are used in Indian Point and Monticello Nuclear Plants.

For further information contact:
Robert Malley

VP Quality and Process Engineering
Office Phone 215-619-7830

Email bmalley@cdtechno.com

*** UPDATE AT 1110 EST ON 02/24/14 FROM CHRISTIAN RHEAULT TO S. SANDIN VIA FAX * * *
The following updated information was received from C&D Technologies:

"Subject: Updated Interim Report - Inability to Complete 10CFR Part 21 Evaluation regarding cracking in KCR-13
Standby Battery Jars

"As previously stated, C&D did not have access to the components of the allegedly defective battery, and a report
has not yet been issued by Lucius Pitkin. C&D cannot perform a root cause technical evaluation and affirm
whether there is any defect in the component or manufacturing process, or whether the reported condition may
have been due to user abuse of product, improper maintenance or other negligence or error until a final report Is
issued by Lucius Pitkin. Although several requests to both Indian Point and Lucius Pitkin have been made, a
receipt date for the analysis results is still indeterminate.”

If you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter or this report, please contact:

Robert Malley

VP Quality and Process Engineering
Office Phone 215-619-7830

Email bmalley@cdtechno.com

Notified R1 (DeFrancisco), R3DO (Kunowski) and Part 21 Group (via email).
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€ TECHNOLOGIES 0 g ot
’ : & Blue Bell, PA 19422
Power ScolutioXs Phone : (215) 618-2700

Fax: (215)819-7623

February 21, 2014

VIA FACSIMILE

Nuclear Regulatory Commigsion
Operations Center
301-816-5151

VIA REGULAR MAIL

Document Control Desk

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
‘Washington, DC 20555-0001

VIA OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockvilie Pike

Rockville, MD 20862-2746

Subject: Updated Interim Report — inabillty to Complete 10CFR Part 21 Evaluation regarding cracking in
KCR-13 Standby Battery Jars

As previougly stated, CG&D did not have access to the components of the allegedly defective battery, and
a report has not yet been Issued by Luciug Pitkin. C&D cannot perform a root cause technical evaluation
and affirn whether there is any defect in the component or manufacturing process, or whether the
reported condition may have besn due to user abuse of product improper maintenance or other
negligence or error until a final report is issued by Luciug Pltkin. Although several requests to both Indfan
Paint and Lucius Pltkin have been made, a receipt date for the analysis results is still Indeterminate,

If you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter or this report, please contact:

Raobert Malley

VP Quality and Process Engineering
bmalley@ecdtechno.com

(215) 619-7830

e

Sincerely,

Christian Rhasault

President and Chief Executive Officér
C&D Technologies, Inc.

Attachment - Interim Report — Inabillty to Complete 10CFR Part 21 Evaluation regarding cracking in
KCR-13 Standby Battery Jars, dated 12/20/13

Cc: D. Anderson
J. Miller

R. Malley

S. DIMaure

L Carson

J. Anderson

P.81




FEB-24-2814 12:52 FROM C&D TECHNOLOGIES LEGAL T80 913818165151 P.82

DiMauro, Steven

From: Burnell, Scott <Scott.Burnell@nrc.govs
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2014 2:34 PM

To: DiMauro, Steven

Subject: RE: 10CFR, Part 21 Reporting Requirements
Hello Steve,

| apologize for the delay in getting back to you - it's amazing how cluttered the inbox can get sometimes.

Our staff tells me 10 CFR 21.21(8) requires and evaluation to determine if a deviation could create a
substantial safety hazard within 80 days of discovery; an interim report should be issued when the evaluation
cannot be completed within 80 days of discovery.

Based on the vendors submittal of an Interim report on December 20, 2013, the staff would expect at a
minimum, an update every 60 days until the report is completed. Since the evaluation should be completed In
60 days from the date of discovery, the extension should address justification for extension and an expected
revisad completion date.

Please let me know if you need anything else. Thank you for your patience.
Scott Burnell

Public Affairs Officer
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

From: DiMauro, Steven 5 n
Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 12:07 PM

To: OPA Resource

Cc: Malley, Robert; Anderson, David

Subject: 10CFR, Part 21 Reporting Requirements

To Whom It May Concern:

| contacted the NRC Office of Public Affalrs this morning to ask a question about reporting requlrements They
directed me to ask my question to you.

Background

In the last quarter of 2013, Indian Polnt (IP) discovered a cracked battery at their facility. CR&D Technologies was
the manufacturer. As a result, Indian Point chose an independent lab to conduct an analysis In an attempt to
determine the cause of the crack.

As you are aware, we are required by 10CFR, Part 21 to submit a notification to both the NRC and affected
utilities regarding the situation. Since we have yet 1o raceive the final report from the lab, we issued an interim
report to the NRC with the understanding that a final report would be forthcoming. The interim report was
Issued by C&D on 12-20-2013.
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To date we have not recelved the analysls report conducted by the lab even after several inquiries to my contact
at IP, My last request to IP determined that they have also not received the final report from the lab.

My question is — regarding the current situation, what additional reporting requirements if any are we
responsible to complete and what is the timeframe for completion?

Steve DiMalro

Quality Systems Manager
1400 Union Meeting Road
Blue Bell, PA 19422-0858 USA
'215-619-7849 (office)
484-294-6410 (cell)
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1400 Union Meeting Road
Blue Bell, PA 15422
Phone: (215) 6152700
Fax: (215) §19-7887
December 20, 2013

VIA FACSIMILE

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Operations Center
301-816-5151

VIA REGULAR MAIL

Document Control Desk

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
washlngton, DG 20555-0001

VIA OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

US Nuclaar Regulatory Commigsion
11655 Rockville Pike

Rockvills, MD 208522746

Subject: interim Report — Inabliity 10 Complete 10CFR Part 21 Evaluation regarding cracking in
KCR-13 Standby Battery Jars

purpose of this letter Is to provide the NRG a report in general conformity to the requirements
of 100FR Part 21.21 (a)(2). On Qctober 22, 2013 C&D Technologles, Inc. ("C&D") was Informed
by Entergy Nuclear Northeast that & KCR-13 battery installed at the Indian Pgint Nuclear Energy
Center had developed a small orack in the polycarbonate jar material. The Jar Is a safety related
component with the primary function of containing electralyte. C&D doss not believe that
gignificant quantity of eleciralyte was lost through thls crack, because there was a normal level of
elgctrolyte in the battery. This unlt has been replaced, and the unit was sent by Entergy to an
cutside lab, Lucius Pitkdn (“LPI”) of New York, NY, for analysls. As C&D did not have access to
the components of the allegedly defective battery, ard a repert has not yel been issued by Lucius
Pitkin, C&D cannot perform a root cauge technical evaluation and affirm whether there is any
defect in the component or manufacturing process, or whether the reported conditlon may have
bsen due to user abuse of product, improper maintenance or other negligance or error. No
formal report from Entergy or LPI is expected befora the expiration of the 60 day {imit from the
date C&D was notified of the issue. Thus, C&D is submitting this intarim report to the NRC and
notifying CAD's custorners that use C&D KCR-13 batterles of thig Interim report, and is iniliating
an action plan to evaluate the reporled potential defect and ‘determing whether it could pose &
aubstantial safety hazard far any U.S. licensee using such batterles.

Required information as per 10CFR Pan £1.21(d)(4) follows:

) Name and Address of the Individual or individuals Informing the Commission
Christlan Rheault (or Deslgnee)
President and Chief Exscutive Officer
C&D Technologies, Inc.
1400 Union Meating Road
Blus Bell, PA 12422-0858

P.g4
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i)

FROM C&D TECHNOLOGIES LEGAL TO 913818165151

NRC Intertm Rapart
Datember 20, 2013
Page 2

Identification of the faclilty, the activity, or the basic component supplied for such
facllily or such activity within the United States which falls to comply or contalns &
dafact.

KCR-13 Batteries, manufactured in 2005, baltery manufacturing date is on the labsl. -

Note: C&D has not completed its evaluation of the reported potential defect and whether
it could pose a substantial salety hazard at any ).S. licensee using such batteries,

Identification of the firm constructing the facllily or supplying the basic component
which falls to comply or contains a defect.

C&D Technologies, Inc.
1400 Union Meeting Road
Blue Bell, PA 19422-0858

Nature of the defect or fellure to comply and the safely hazard which is crested or
could be created by such defect or failure to comply.

ﬁa cracked jar has not been fully evaluated and may or may not indicate a potential
defect which could create & substantial safely hazard.

The date on which the Information of such defect or fallure to comply was
obtalned. .

October 22, 2013

in the case of a baslc component which contains a defect or falls to comply, the
number and jocation of these components In use at, supplied for, being supplled
for, or may be stpplled for, manufactured or being manufactured for one or more
facliities or activities subjeot to the regulations In this Part.

KCR-13 batteries used at Nuclear Plants in 1E applications made in 2005
Qty of
Utility Plant Name Battery Model Batteries
Entergy Indian Point KCR-13 NUC 72
Xcel Energy | Monticello KCR-13 NUC 62

The corrective actlon which has been, ls being, or will ba taken: the name of the
Individual or organization responsibie for the action; and the length of time that
has basn or will be ieken to complete the action.

Co-Current Actions underway to complete the evaluation:

a) On receipt of the. final report by LP)/Indian Point by C&D, C&D shall evaluate the
findings and the causes tor failure. Maximum tima 14 days from recelpt of the report.

b) In conjunciion with the licensees Identified in section vl, C&D will recommend
malntenance agsessment of all KCR-13 batterles at these locations to dotermine thelr
status, and specifically the presance of any evidence of potential defects via visual
examination. For any cells exhiblting the presence of potentlal defect, C&D shall
further recommend that they ba returned for analysis. Estimated compleation date of
analysts Is thirty (90) days from the receipt of the returned batteries.

P.@5
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12:53 FROM C&D TECHNOLOGIES LEGAL TO 913w18165151

NRC Intetim Report
Dacember 20, 2013
Page 3

(vil) Any advice related o the defect or fallure to comply aboul the facilily, activity, or
basic component that has been, Is being, or wil be glven 1o purchasers or
llcensees.

1).S. Licensees using batteriea poselbly containing the alleged dsfect have been notified
of the filing of thig Interim report with recommendations that they examine thelr batteries
for any signs of problems. See aflached notification latter.

(ix) . iIn the case of an eaty slie penmit, the eniitles to whom an early site permit was

transferred.
Not applicable

if you have any questions or wish t0 discuss this matter or this report, please confact:

_Robert Malley
VP Quality end Protess Engineering
le .com
(215) 619-7830
Sincersly,

Christian Rheault
Prasident and Chief Executive Officer
C&D Technelogies, Inc.

Attachment — C&D Letter to Users of KCR-13 baiteries entitled "Possible Problem - KCR-13%,
dated 12/20/13

Ce: D. Anderson
J. Miller
A. Malley
8. DiMaure
L. Carson
J. Anderson

TOTAL P.B6




