April 9, 2013

Dr. J. Sam Armijo, Chairman

Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS
LETTER DATED MARCH 20, 2013, ON THE DRAFT FINAL REVISION 1 TO
REGULATORY GUIDE 1.163, “PERFORMANCE-BASED CONTAINMENT
LEAK-TEST PROGRAM”

Dear Dr. Armijo:

I am responding to your letter dated March 20, 2013, providing the Advisory Committee on
Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) recommendation to issue Revision 1 of Regulatory Guide (RG
1.163). The staff will issue the revised guide in the near future.

The staff appreciates its interactions with ACRS in the September 18, 2012, meeting with
ACRS’s Regulatory Policies and Practices Subcommittee and in the March 7, 2013, full
Committee meeting. These interactions were most helpful in the revision of RG 1.163.

Sincerely,

/RA by Michael F. Weber for/

R. W. Borchardt
Executive Director
for Operations

CC: Chairman Macfarlane
Commissioner Svinicki
Commissioner Apostolakis
Commissioner Magwood
Commissioner Ostendorff
SECY
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