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NRC FY 2009 Budget
NRC mission:

License and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of byproduct, source, and special nuclear materials to 
ensure adequate protection of public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 

and protect the environment.

NRC Goals: 
(1) Safety –

 

Ensure protection of public health and safety and the environment.  

(2) Security –

 

Ensure the secure use and management of radioactive materials.

Highlights:
Proposed budget is $1.02 billion for FY 2009, an increase of $90.9 million over the 
FY 2008 enacted level.

NRC recovers approximately 90 percent of its budget less an appropriation from the 
Nuclear Waste Fund and other activities which are not fee recoverable.  This results 
in a net budget authority of $161.5 million for FY 2009.

Budget request reflects an increase in agency’s regulatory activities, driven 
primarily by anticipated interest in constructing new nuclear facilities, oversight of 
existing reactors, and materials and waste licensing.

Of the $90.9 million increase requested:
$10.6 million is for regulatory and support activities for new nuclear facilities.
$42.9 million is for regulatory oversight of existing reactors.
$8.3 million is for High-Level Waste
$28.8 million is for other existing materials and waste facilities
$0.3 million is for the Office of the Inspector General

The NRC has revised its strategic plan to focus on outcomes and the two strategic 
goals of Safety and Security.
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Source of Funds 
(Dollars in Millions)

FY 2008 FY 2009

Budget Authority $926.1 $1,017.0

Offsetting Fees 779.1 855.5

Net Appropriations $147.0 $161.5

Breakout of Net Appropriations 
(Dollars in Thousands)

FY 2008 FY 2009

Nuclear Waste Fund $29,000 $37,300

Homeland Security (Off Fee Base) 29,400 27,100

WIR (Off Fee Base) 2,000 2,000

General Fund –

 

Other (Off Fee Base) 85,700 94,100

Sub-Total 146,100 160,600

OIG 900 900

Total Net Appropriations $147,000 $161,500
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NRC Budget Summary 
(Dollars in Millions)

FY 2008 FY 2009

Nuclear Reactor Safety $740.6 $ 786.6

Nuclear Materials and Waste Safety                              147.7  184.0

High-Level Waste Repository 29.0 37.3

Inspector General 8.7 9.0  

*Total $926.1 $1,017.0
* Numbers may not add due to rounding.
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Nuclear Reactor Safety 
(Dollars in Millions)

FY 2008 FY 2009

New Reactors $234.4 $237.5

Licensing Tasks 213.5 225.5

License Renewal 22.5 33.3

International Activities 11.2 11.3

Reactor Oversight 239.3 255.4

Incident Response 19.6 23.6

*Total $740.6 $786.6

•

 

New Reactors:
•

 

Perform acceptance reviews and start licensing reviews on seven COLs

 

and 
continue the licensing review of 14 COLs

 

expected in FY 2008;
•

 

Reactivation of the license review and inspection activities for

 

Watts Bar 
Unit 2, located in southeastern Tennessee; and

•

 

Complete the review of one design certification and continue to review three 
other design certification applications. 

•

 

Regulate the existing 104 commercial nuclear power reactors and 33 non-power  
reactors:

• Screen and evaluate approximately 3,000 reports on events at power 
reactors;

• Complete 1,150 licensing actions, including five power uprates

 

and 17 
anticipated NFPA Standard 805 reviews;

• Conduct 12 rulemaking activities;
• Conduct research to resolve safety issues and support rulemakings; and
• Conduct safety and security inspections. 

• Review five license renewal applications

* Numbers may not add due to rounding.
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Nuclear Materials and Waste Safety 
(Dollars in Millions)

FY 2008 FY 2009

Fuel Facilities $35.0 $48.5

Nuclear Material Users 57.4   74.3

Decommissioning and Low-Level Waste 28.2   35.3

Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation 27.2 25.9

High-Level Waste Repository 29.0 37.3

Total $176.8 $221.3

●

 

Regulate through licensing and inspection, 20 fuel cycle facilities.

●

 

Supports National Materials Program for approximately 4,400 NRC nuclear materials licensees,
and over 17,800 licensees in 34 Agreement States.

●

 

Implements the Energy Policy Act of 2005 including provisions

 

which expand the NRC’s 
regulatory authority.

●

 

Implement national registry of radioactive sources of concern

 

to improve control of radioactive      
materials. 

●

 

Support NRC’s statutory responsibilities regarding the potential DOE application for a waste 
repository.  Agency expects to receive a HLW application during FY 2008.

●

 

Supports the licensing, certification, and inspection of interim storage of spent fuel from    
commercial nuclear reactors, and the domestic and international transportation of 
radioactive materials.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Decrease in Nuclear Materials Users from FY 2006 to FY 2007

•Reduction in information technology costs associated with the transition of the Licensing Tracking System to a web-based system as this transition nears completion (-$1.7M).

•A 10% reduction in efficiencies are factored into the FY 2007 estimates for materials users licensing and inspection activities.    

Decrease in Decommissioning and LLW from FY 2006 to FY 2007

•The staff will postpone activities such as reviewing and approving license amendments or public outreach activities (such as public meetings) at reactors that are in SAFESTOR or otherwise completing decommissioning in out years.

•Support for international activities will be reduced to a level that provides minimal support for WASSC and the Joint Convention.  
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