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NRC MISSION

[tis the NRC’s job to protect people and the environment from
radiation hazards through regulation of the various
commercial and institutional uses of nuclear material,
including nuclear power plants in the United States. The
mission is accomplished through:

m establishment of standards, regulations and requirements
governing licensed activities;

M licensing of nuclear facilities and the possession, use and
disposal of nuclear materials; and

| inspection of facilities and users to ensure
compliance with these requirements.

The NRC was created as an independent agency by the Energy
Reorganization Act, signed into law October 11, 1974, which
abolished the Atomic Energy Commission. The NRC, which
took over the regulatory functions of the AEC, began operating
onJanuary 19, 1975. The Energy Research and Development
Administration, also created by the Energy Reorganization Act,
took over the other functions of the AEC and is now part of the
Department of Energy.

When President Gerald Ford signed the legislation, said, “The
highly technical nature of our nuclear facilities and the special
potential hazards which are involved in the use of nuclear fuels
fully warrant the creation of an independent and technically
competent regulatory agency to assure adequate protection of
public health and safety. NRC will be responsible for the
licensing and regulation of the nuclear industry under the
provisions of the Atomic Energy Act. This means that NRC will
be fully empowered to see to it that reactors using nuclear
materials will be properly and safely designed, constructed
and operated to guarantee against hazards to the public from
leakage or accident. NRC will also exercise strengthened
authority to assure that the public is fully safeguarded from
hazards arising from the storage, handling and transportation
of nuclear materials being used in power reactors, hospitals,
research laboratories or any other purpose."

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is headed by five
Commissioners appointed by the President and confirmed by
the Senate for five-year terms. One Commissioner is
designated Chairman by the President.







	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

