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PART 9900: TECHNI CAL GUI DANCE

STS303. TG
STANDARD TECHNI CAL SPECI FI CATI ONS
SECTION 3. 0.3 LIM TING CONDI TI ONS FOR OPERATI ON

A PURPOSE

To provide guidance on Standard Technical Specifications (STS)
Section 3.0.3 as it relates to limting conditions for operation
(LCO .

B. BACKGROUND

Regions |11l and V have reported the i ncorrect use of the provisions
of STS Section 3.0.3 by I|icensees. As an exanple, Technical
Specification 3.7.A 5.b for Dresden and Quad Cities, and sim|lar
specifications for other plants, establish the contai nnment oxygen
concentration requi renents during the 24 hours prior to a shut down,
and after the reactor node switch has been placed in the run
position on startup. |f the oxygen-all owabl e concentrati on exceeds
the technical specification |limt for nore than 24 hours prior to
shut down or for nore than 24 hours after the reactor node swi tch has
been placed in run position on startup, the plant is in violation
of the LCO and should be shut down in accordance with the LCO
However, the |icensee proposed to enter LCO3.0.3 at the end of the
24- hour period and use the requirenents of LCO 3.0.3 to have an
addi tional 12 hours to shut down the plant. Techni cal Specification
3.7.A.5.b, defines the two conditions for whi ch oxygen concentration
can be exceeded. For either condition, an explicit 24-hour tine
limt for shutting down is provided. There are no other circum
stances whi ch are not accounted for, and STS 3. 0. 3 does not apply.

The basic information provided to Regions Il and V concerni ng t he
use of STS 3.0.3 is discussed in the section bel ow.

C DI SCUSSI ON

LCO as defined in STS 3.0.3 is not intended to be used as an
oper ati onal conveni ence which permts redundant safety systens to
be out of service for a limted period of tine. Its intended
purpose is to provide guidance onthetine limts for an "orderly"
shutdowmn when the individual LCO or ACTION statenents in other
speci fications cannot be conplied with. Voluntary entry into LCO

| ssue Date: 08/31/87 - 1- 9900 STS 3.0.3



3.0.3 deliberately renmoves the last line of defense against
potentially harnful events. Doing so allows renoval of a system
fromservice when the redundant systemis al ready i noperable. An
action like this would show a disregard for plant safety and is
unacceptable. It al so shoul d be enphasi zed that renoval of a system
fromservice is justified only for test, maintenance, or repair
pur poses.
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Generic Letter GL 87-09, "Sections 3.0 and 4.0 of the STS on the
Applicability of Limting Conditions for Operation and Surveill ance
Requi renments,” was issued June 4, 1987, to clarify the bases and
intent of STS 3.0.3 and should be referred to for additional
information on this subject.

D. REFERENCES

The guidance provided in this directive was extracted from the
fol | owi ng nmenor anda:

1. MenorandumfromThomas E. Murley, Director, Ofice of Nucl ear
React or Regul ati on, to Regi onal Adm ni strators, dated June 17,
1987, subject: Intentional Entry Into SpecificationLimting
Condition For Operation 3.0.3 (Docunent Control System
m crofi che 68925/ 165).

2.  Menorandum from Charles E. Rossi, Drector, D vision of
Operational Events Assessnment, NRR, to Regional Division
Directors, DRP, dated July 24, 1987, subject: Use O Ceneral
Techni cal Specifications To Extend The Tine Limts O Specific
Techni cal Specifications (Docunent Control System mcrofiche
68962/ 185) .

END
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