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UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON
+ + + + +
ADVI SORY COWM TTEE ON NUCLEAR WASTE ( ACNW
141ST MEETI NG
+ + + + +
VEDNESDAY,
APRI L 23, 2003
+ + + + +
ROCKVI LLE, MARYLAND
+ + + + +
The Advi sory Conmittee nmet at the Nucl ear
Regul atory Conmi ssion, Two White Flint North, Room
T2B3, 11545 Rockville Pike, at 8:30 a.m, George M
Hor nber ger, Chairman, presiding.
COW TTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
GEORCE M HORNBERCGER, Chairman
RAYMOND G WYMER, Vi ce Chairman
B. JOHN GARRI CK, Menber
M LTON N. LEVENSON, Menber

M CHAEL T. RYAN, Menber

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ACNW STAFF PRESENT:

239

SHER BAHADUR, Associ ate Director, ACRS/ ACNW

NEI L COLEMAN, ACNW St af f

TI MOTHY KOBETZ, ACRS St aff

HOMRD J. LARSON, Special Assistant,
M CHAEL LEE, ACRS St aff

RI CHARD K. MAJOR, ACRS/ ACNW St af f

RI CHARD SAVI O, ACRS St af f

ALSO PRESENT:
JOHN T. CGREEVES

JANET R SCHLUETER

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701

ACRS/ ACNW

(202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I NDEX

Openi ng St at enent

Updat e on NRC Division of Waste Managenent

Activities

Di scussion of Self-Assessnment Survey

Resul ts

Adj ourn .

(202) 234-4433

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701

240

241

242

281

297

(202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

241
P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(8:31 a.m)

CHAI RVAN HORNBERCER: The neeting wl|
cone to order. This is the second day of the 141st
nmeeting of the Advisory Committee on Nucl ear Waste.
My nanme is George Hornberger, Chairman of the ACNW
The other Menbers of the Conmmittee present are John
Garrick, MIlton Levenson and M chael Ryan.

Today, t he Conmittee wi || hear
presentations and hol d di scussions with the Director,
the Division of W ste Managenent on recent DWW
activities of interest; (2) discusstheresults of the
Conmittee's sel f-assessnent survey; and (3) discuss a
possi bl e update to the Commttee's 2002-2003 acti on
pl an.

Mke Lee is the Designated Federal
Oficial for today'sinitial session. This neetingis
bei ng conducted i n accordance with the provisions of
t he Federal Advisory Committee Act. W have received
no witten coments or requests for tinme to nake oral
statements from nenbers of the public regarding
t oday' s sessi on.

Should anyone w sh to address the
Conmi ttee, please make your wi shes known to one of the

Conmttee's staff. It is requested that speakers use
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one of the m crophones, identify thensel ves and speak
with sufficient clarity and vol une so that they can be
readi |y heard.

John, it's a pl easure to have you here, as
usual , and before start, | did want to warn you that
John Garrick and | have an appoi ntnment to see
Conmi ssi oner McGaffigan at 9:30, so about 9:20, we
will get up, not to be rude to you, if you're in the
m ddl e of something, but just that we have anot her
engagenment. So that gives you an idea of our tine
pressure.

DR. GREEVES: That's good and 9:20 is
probably a good anmount of tine.

CHAI RVAN HORNBERGER: The fl oor is yours.

DR. GREEVES: Good norning. It's actually
been sone tine since we've had this kind of a session
and I'd like to renedy that in the future and have
them nore often. It's been about a year, | think
since | came down and tal ked to you like this.

MEMBER GARRI CK:  Where have you been?

(Laughter.)

DR GREEVES:. Busy.

(Laughter.)

DR. GREEVES: And we've done this before.

It's just been too |ong.
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|"d like to refer to it as kind of a top
10 di scussion, conme down and visit with you and it
turns out I've got 9 itenms today. | think this type
of venue is good. | believe you have in front of you
afewlittle pieces of paper, handouts and you can see
the nineitens that | want to go through. They're not
necessarily in any order of inportance and some of
themare real quick. So with some |uck, we can use
the time wisely between now and 9: 30 and get through
t hese topics.

| woul d encourage sone dial ogue on the
topic. This isn't about ne com ng up here and gi vi ng
a presentation and running through all of it and
stoppi ng and going backwards. | just thought this
list woul d be a good one. There are sone ot her things
on my mnd, but there will be other neetings.

So | thought we'd go this way and first,
just kind of news. | think nost of you are famliar
wi th some of the organi zati onal changes that Marty and
Margaret made recently. And thisis alittle hardto
see, you've got a copy in front of you. But --

MEMBER GARRI CK: You' ve successfully
desi gned on that we can't read.

(Laughter.)

DR. GREEVES: You have a copy right in
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front of you. So | try and nake these presentations
easy of ne, so | grab as nmuch material that's handy
and thisisalittle bit informal, but 1'll take sone
ri bbi ng about the chart.

CHAI RVAN HORNBERGER: W' ve never do t hat,
John.

DR GREEVES: 1've been here before.

(Laughter.)

DR GREEVES: You'll note on there that
John Li nehan has a new position, Business and Program
Integration. There's been a lot nore activity with
the LSN. You know about that process and it's seen
that it really needs a point person on that, so John
Li nehan has taken over that role and he's quite busy
in that process.

The programmanagenent function that John
had before is now Mel Leach and you'll see Mel there
on the chart. So Mel's quite capable and this will be
good for himto get involved with the programmatic
i ssues that John has taken care of in the past.

Just sort of noving a little further to
the right, you' Il see that Don Cool is a Senior Level
Advi sor on Health Physics issues. That really an
Agency resource and it's resourced to all of the

divisions and I'min fact, utilizing Don's support in
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a couple of the topics that I'll go over here today.
| thinkit's working out well and I'Il | ook forward to
t hat .

In IWNS, you'll note that Charlie Ml er
noved from Spent Fuel Program Ofice over to
| ndustrial Medical Nucl ear Safety as the Director and
Trish Hollahan is his Deputy.

Just sort of other aspects, Larry Canmper
noved over to the SFPO position and he's a Deputy
there to Bill Brach. There's a pen here. [|'lIl point
to that position.

| hate to |lose Larry, as you well know.
He's done a good job working for ne, but | think this
i s good for him good for the organi zati on and you can
| ook forward to interacting with him on Spent Fuel
Program O fice activities.

Dan G llen has noved into the position
that Larry had. I1t's right here in ny organization
and you'll be seeing alot of Dan Gllen on the waste
i ssues. And Susan Frant noved to Fuel Cycle Safety
and Saf eguards. Over here.

So it's always good to know who the
pl ayers are and where they are and | think these noves
by Marty make a stronger organization and there's

probably going to be some nore in about a year. Any
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managenent team evolves with tine. Sone of our
responsibilities are changi ng over tine, so we'll be
back as those play out over about the next year to
keep you informed on those.

So | think you probably are aware of
these, but | don't think anybody had cone down and
given you a little bit of a cue card and shown you
exactly where people were, but it's good for you to
know who the players are and what the topics are
associ ated with that.

Wth that, the second topic | wanted to

get into was a little bit of a feedback process

bet ween the Conmittee and NMSSin part. | knowyou're
doi ng your sel f-assessnent process. | had a chance to
visit with John Larkins and the staff. | think that
was quite useful for both of you. I'd |ike to thank

you for recogni zing t he performance of the Divisionin
terms of the Performance Assessment Workshop. I
t hi nk t hat was a success. | got good feedback on t hat
and we certainly enjoy hearing that, so specifically
the team that worked that were recognized, Tim
McCartin, Andy Canpbell, one of your own, and Dave
Esh, Chris Grossman. We appreci ate that feedback. W
al so | ook for where we fall short of the mark, we want

to hear fromyou and we want to inprove what we do
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fromtinme totine, sol think it's been constructive.
| think we need to stay on top of these key technical
issues. | would | ook forward to future exchanges on
i gneous activity.

| gneous activity is going to be with us
for some time. We need to work that and 1'd like to
engage you nore on that over tine.

Cont ai ner |ifetime, anot her exanpl e of one
of the ones you nmentioned in your recent Conmittee
briefing. | think both of us need to focus on, for
exanmpl e, those two key technical issues in future
nmeet i ngs.

A topic that conmes up and in fact, you
mentioned it in your opening remarks yesterday,
peri odi c exchange of staff. W wel comed Andy that the
point intine Andy canme back. | think it was good for
him It was a good process. Tinms going to be com ng
to work on us. It's probably a little bit of a
surprise for you. And John Larkins and | are trying
to work a rotational process that is a little less
surprising and a little bit nore manageable and |
think that's to all of our benefits. So | just wanted
to give you sonme feedback that we're trying to work
that issue and it's a healthy process. It's a

different kind of experience working for the
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Conmittee, but | think those people, at sone point, do
need to cone back to staff in any type of event. And
John and Sher are working very hard on that.
Sonetimes we have a little bit of a hiccup, but we

manage t hat process.

So I'm done on that feedback topic.
Unless there's any questions, ['Il just keep on
novi ng.

The third topic is the SRM for the
Conmi ssi on waste briefing. | expect youall are quite

famliar with that particular SRMand t he Conm ssi on
wanted a | ot nore definition on the 293 KTIs and what
the status of it and you really can't do that in the
briefing of the Comm ssion. There was a lot of
questi on back and forth. | think some of you probably
attended that briefing. So Janet, whoiswithnethis
nor ni ng, Law ence Kokaj ko are working very hard in
responding to that particular SRM W recently
provided the first part of that process.

The second part which is risk insights,
it's my understanding we owe sone nore at the end of
May and you brought these topics up in your briefing
on March 20th with the Comm ssion. And the critique
was that we need to be nobre quantitative. St af f

recogni zes that and we do need to be nore quantitative
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in assessing how we do these KTIs and what the val ue
of one versus another is. So that's good feedback.
W agree with your comments on that and we would
encourage you to work with us on that process.

TimMCartin has taken a | eading role in
t hat assessnent process and to the extent you have
staff that are on point on this, we'd |like to engage
t hem and keep you posted and cone back and brief you
because that is a challenge, putting a quantitative
approach on these KTls. It's not as easy as we'd | i ke
it to be, and | knowyou recogni ze that. So if you' ve
got any pointers on that and it woul d be good for us
to conme back and brief you on that topic to see how
far along we are. So we thank you for those comrents
and | would |look forward to sonme foll ow up meetings
with that subject.

CHAl RVAN HORNBERGER: | believe it's on
t he June agenda.

DR. GREEVES: It's on the June agenda.
Timgave us a -- gosh, | can't renenber what nonth it
was, but he gave us a very prelimnary | ook severa
nont hs ago and we have gi ven feedback. W were, as |
t hi nk you probably know, inpressed that we had gi ven
Ti m kudos on the approach that was being taken. And

so we have been trying to keep abreast of what's going
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on and give sort of real time feedback when we can

CHAI RVAN HORNBERGER:  And we | ook f orwar d
tothat. It is a bit of a challenge and as good as
Timis, we're going to perfect on this.

DR. GREEVES:. | didn't say Timwas good.

(Laughter.)

MEMBER GARRI CK: Let's not get too mushy
her e.

(Laughter.)

DR. GREEVES: It's a topic you did
hi ghlight in your briefing with the Conm ssion and
frankly, | agreed with that point, that we do need to
be nore quantitative and we'll | ook forward to the
June session to nove this al ong.

So I'mup to the fourth topic which is
Perf ormance Confirmati on Worki ng G oup. As | said, |
t hi nk these working groups are very healthy. W had
a successful working group with the Perfornmance
Confirmation. | got a |ot of feedback from people,
ot her peopl e, other stakehol ders that that was very
wel | done, including your conments. So that's a
st andar d.

| will say we probably felt |i ke we rushed
that one a little bit, the notification of getting

started on that, but we worked our way through that.
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At this point, we have the Performance Confirmation
Wor ki ng Group neeting schedul ed in July, got plenty of
notice on that one and we' re ent husi asti ¢ about doi ng
that, although | get sone late arriving information
that we may not have the level of participation we
were all looking forward to. So --

MEMBER RYAN. John, just a quick update
and it just occurred yesterday, soit's brand new. It
| ooks like that participation will be at a higher
| evel than we had -- at first it seenmed | ow, but now
it looks like it's going to be a little bit nore
significant. So that's | ooking up.

DR. GREEVES: Ckay, |'ll |eave that right
there. Either way, we're fully engaged on the topic.
This Performance Confirmationis a topic that's going
totransitionus. W've beeninpre-licensing. W're
now transitioning to an application in Decenber.
That's the schedule. There's going to be sone
transitions. Inthistopic, performance confirmation,
is one of the tools that will carry us there because
there's going to be performance confirmation for a
long time. So we are engaged and pl eased to be part
of that workshop. To the extent it's fully attended
that would be good. We'Il work at it if it's a nore

limted audi ence.
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So | just wanted to -- that's all | have
on performance confirmation. W |look forward to it
and we' |l work with your staff on whatever the plans
are and the agenda for that topic.

CHAI RVAN HORNBERGER:  John, just a quick
guesti on. Because, as you said, perfornmance
confirmati on has such al ong-termaspect, have you had
any di scussions with Research, the Ofice of Research
or have you t hought about what rol e they m ght play in
interfacing with you on these plans? Again, just
because of the long-termnature, | was wondering if
there was a role.

DR. GREEVES:. You know, it's always good
to have people who are not quote inside the tent
| ooking at this issue. | think that is a challenge.
We real ly shoul d engage them even nore than we have
at this point. Sol needto followup onthat with --

M5. SCHLEUTER: |'m taking notes.

DR GREEVES: It's good to talk about it
now. We have a little time to address it.

As you know, there's very limted work
done by Research on this program so that doesn't nean
t he t hi nking, the engagenent can't occur and | think
t hat John Larkins and | shoul d tal k about addi ng t hose

types of thoughts to the process. W' || engage
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Research on that and see what they can bring to the
tabl e. They're certainly doing research in other
areas. |It's the concepts. It's the testing. How do
you do long-term testing? And those types of
experiences could be brought to the table for this
particul ar workshop, so we'll take a note on that.

CHAI RMAN HORNBERGER:  Good.

DR GREEVES: kay, |'mup toitemb5, the
Li cense Term nation Rule. W have briefed youonthis
topic several tines by the staff. 1've tal ked about
it in sone of these types of sessions.

We sort of evolved. This particular rule
was in place in 1997 and essentially, | think this
country has a l|eadership role in setting that
standard. O her countries have cone al ong and put in
pl ace a standard t hat | ooks sonething likethis. 1'Il
talk at the end about the -- what 1'Il call
i nternational standards. But what we have now is
experience. W've got five plus years' experience
inplementing a rule. You wite a rule, you really
| earn about that rule when you try and inplenent it
and we have worked on this paper which you'll see
shortly. It's a followup froma paper we delivered
earlier to the Comm ssion and we told themthat we're

going to |l ook at sone inplenmentation issues for this
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rule and they touch on A type issues which include,
"1l go over a couple of these. Restrictive release
institutional controls. This has been a tough topic.
Maybe you' ve foll owed what's going on with Sequoyah
Fuel s.

We've had difficulty engaging the
restricted release institutional control topic for
these uranium thorium -- wuranium and thorium is
forever. You've got mllions of cubic feet of that
stuff. It's basically institutional control. W' ve
had difficulty engaging that topic. The licensees
have had trouble comng up with ways to achieve
institutional control. It's basically permanent when
you' ve got uraniumand thorium So we tal k about t hat
in the paper.

Real i stic exposure scenari os. VWhen we
started working with this rule in 1997, there was
al nost an automatic default to the resident farner.
It's easy. We've got a lot of tables we can do, work
up. Well, when you think about it, how many of them
are around? We've been chall enged by the |icensees.
We' ve been chal | engi ng ourselves. Well, the point is
the resident farmer is not a realistic scenario at
many different sites and |ocations. So you will be

seeing some of our thinking on realistic exposure
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scenari os. It's a point that the Committee has
expressed in ternms of, for exanple, even the high
| evel waste program \What is the real estinate of

what's goi ng on?

So you'll see some of that. You'll see
sone of the experience and you'll see where we think
we need to head. In fact, we're already there. It's

a matter of building it into our guidance.

There's a topic alternative release
criteria for uraniumand thorium You | ook around t he
world and what criteria do people apply to mll
tailings, uraniumsites, thoriumsites, radiumsites?

It's verydifficult, anybody wi th any experience, it's
very difficult to work with 250 mllisieverts, 25
mlliremfor a site like that.

The Canadi ans, the French, the Germans are
all lookingat 1 mllisievert, 100 mlliremis kind of
the threshold for action on those types of sites. So
we were challenged to address that question. So
you' Il see sone feedback on where we are on that.

These so-called | egacy sites, these are
sites that we started setting up a fabric for
decommi ssioning in the 1980s in this country. We

started with financi al assurance and then built sone

steps which were alnost conpleted by the License
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Termination Rule in 1997. Well, there were |ots of
i censees that had | i censes, 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, and
things went through the floor. We got ground
contam nation. W got ground water contam nati on and
t here are sonme pretty heavy fi nanci al assurance i ssues
associated with those.

Well, part of the question is how do you
cut off future |egacy sites. You need a good
financial assurance systemin place to counter that.
And we think we need to do a few nore things on that
front, so you'll be seeing that.

Al so, related to that alot of the probl em
occurs when a licensee has a spill or a leak. |If
t hey' ve got | oose contami nation, have aspill, al eak,
it goes down into the ground. How do you trigger a
change in the financial assurance picture if you have
t hose kinds of events? This is sonmething we're
t hi nking about and expressing in this particular
paper .

Just a coupl e of others, 20-2002, thisis
the on-site disposal vehicle that 1is in our

regul ations. And how do you use that tool, what do

you -- you read that and there are no standards
witten in 20-2002. You won't see 25 milliremin
there. You won't see 100 mlliremin there. How do
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you utilize that? So we tal k about that. Sone of the
paper, an exanple is the Big Rock Point, 20-2002
whi ch was approved about a year ago. So there's
interest in that.

And the last one in this list 1is
di sposition of solid materials. It's a topic that
you're quite famliar with and we do have a workshop
comng up in May 21-22. There's alot of interest in
t hat workshop. A lot of the international group that
| meet with regularly is, in fact, comng to that
nmeeting, attendi ng, so |l woul d encourage participation
to whatever level is available to the Committee.

Anyhow, | look forward to being able to
engage you on this report. There are elenents of it
that we should come in and brief you on and get sone
feedback fromyou on, so |l think it's on our schedul e
com ng up reasonably soon. So in fact, my notes say
it's in May, so hopefully I can have the staff come
back. Larry Canper was the |lead on this. Rober t
Johnson and other staff were lead on this, so I'm
going to look to Dan Gllen to drive this through. |
think it's a good pi ece of work and I woul d appreci ate
sone feedback fromthe Commttee on that and if al
goes well, we'll be briefing youin May on sone of the

det ail s.
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The backdrop of this is after this
anal ysis, is there any rul emaki ng that i s needed? Are
t here any gaps i n what our thoughts are on that. The
gui dance that we have out there, as | said, the 1997
rule went in place. W had sonme gui dance that went
with it. W had al nbst no experience inplenmenting
t hat gui dance. Well, we have experience now, so we're
going to have go back in, retune sone of that
gui dance, especially talking about realistic
scenarios. So we'd like sone feedback from you on
t hat .

W al so need to i nformour stakehol ders on
where we are on this process. W would likely
exerci se one of our regul atory i ssue sunmary docunent s
to utilize that. So we're excited about talking to
you guys about this next nonth. It's a lot, but I
think if there's a topic or two in here that you're
nore interested in than some others, we can engage in
a focused way.

| * mdone on that topic. That was probably
nmy | ongest topic.

CHAl RVAN HORNBERGER:  John, just a quick
guestion on that. It sounds to ne like you're, from
the sound of it that this is nostly an information

briefing for us, that you're interested in our
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reactions to it, but probably not looking for a
letter.

DR. GREEVES: Let's talk about that,
because we're naki ng sonme reconmendati ons.

CHAI RVAN HORNBERGER:  Ckay.

DR. CGREEVES: Maybe | can talk to John
about that. A letter, not a letter. | don't know.
|"d one, encourage you to read the paper and two,
after you do that nuch we can talk about a letter.
There's sonme recommendations in here and the
Conmi ssion may, in fact, want your insight on sone of
these. So | think the first step is read the paper
and we'll talk a little further. 1Is that fair?

CHAI RVAN HORNBERGER:  Yes, that is. That
sounds |like there may be a letter in this. | just
wanted to make sure.

MR. BAHADUR: Yes, | discussed this with
John earlier and he did nmention once we receive the
paper and we have read it, it will be easier for us to

DR. GREEVES: 1t could be a subset of the
paper too. There's like eight itens in here. And so,
we can sort that out.

Next topic | wanted to go into, just give

you an update on, we've tal ked about West Valley in
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t he past and as you know, the Conm ssion cane out with
its final policy statement. You provided input. Had
i nput fromthe staff. They net with stakehol ders and
based on all of that, they were able to conme out with
the final policy statenent, February of 2002.

Recently, just kind of the update for you
and we have an on-goi ng di al ogue with t he st akehol ders
up there, including obviously the Departnment of
Energy. In thinking this through, Larry Canper and |
were | ooking for a vehicle. This is not classic
licensing. This act puts the responsibility on the
Department of Energy to go into what really was a
conmerci al site and cl ean up the | egacy fromthat fuel
cycle facility there.

So it is not |Iicensing. It's not a
hearing. But we were |looking for a tool to help us
use our techni ques and so we went to the Departnment of
Energy and said we want you to submt the
decomm ssioning plan and it's the tool that will kind
of unify our review W know how to review a
decomm ssioning plan. Separately, they're doing an
El S, but they' ve agreed to do a decommi ssi oni ng pl an
for the West Valley Project and that will just invoke
our normal techniques that we wuse for other

deconm ssi oni ng pl ans.
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So they expect to submt to us a
decomm ssi oning plan about the same tine that they
conplete their environmental inpact statenment. So
t hey responded to us and agreed to do that.

Just tal ki ng about the schedul e, on March
13th, the Department noticed their intent for the
deconm ssi oning of this particular facility. They had
a scoping neeting, April 9 and 10. W participated
with that. W' re a cooperating agency in that process
and we actually look forward to reviewing the EI S
devel opnent and separately revi ewi ng t he
decomm ssi oni ng pl an whi ch woul d be on the preferred
al ternative.

W continue to interact wth the
st akehol ders at this particular site. | think you're
probably fam liar with nost of them NYSERDA actually
owns t he property. They're a mgj or stakehol der. They
pay part of the expense up there. They have a
citizen's task force that neets periodically. W
participate in those neetings.

The state regulator, NYSDEC, also is
i nvolved and on May 22nd, in fact, there will be a
nmeeting with the Ctizens Task Force that we wll
participate in.

So that's noving along and | think the

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

262

last itemon West Valley that | wanted to point out
was t hat there has been | egi sl ation introduced in both
the House and the Senate proposing transferring
authority for this site from NYSERDA whi ch owns this
property to the Departnent of Energy. A big piece of
the issue up there is any on-going institutional
control, who would horsepower that institutional
control? That's been the big debate up there.

So I'mgoing to stop at that point and
j ust update you and you can |likely | ook forward to --

MEMBER GARRI CK: VWhat's the citizen
group's view on who should institutionally contro
that site?

DR. GREEVES: | can't speak for them
"1l give you ny best understanding. |In fact, the
Citizens Task Force has alist of positions which 'l
foll owup and get that to you, but generally, the big
picture | would characterize it, the citizens'
position to start with is get it out of here. Move
it. And short of that, the positionis we |ike both.
We like |ots of conpany, DOE, NYSERDA, we |ike them
both on site. So put yourself in the G tizens Task
Force. First, get it out of here. And then second,
until it's out of here, | want as nmuch government, as

| can, on the ground providing institutional control.
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I s that an answer to your question? And
we'll get you the list of their position on various
i ssues. They're very active. It's an on-going
heal t hy di al ogue.

Separately, Larry and his staff have what
they call a regulator's roundtable. W neet
periodically, and there's a |lot of regulators that
touch this site, including EPA. And NYSDEC, oursel ves
and actually there's another armof the State of New
York, | think it's the Departnent of Health, so we
neet periodically and go over the i ssues and howwe' re
going to nove forward. It's, as you know, quite a
conplex site. So it's been around al nost ny whol e
career, so |l enjoy some day comng to a resol ution, or
at least a path forward on this one.

| expect we'll be back talking to you on
t he decomm ssioning plan. | think that's going to be
a maj or piece of work and we'll keep you i nfornmed and
to the extent appropriate, we'll engage you on it.

Okay, |I'm up to Item 7. The Waste
Convention. Another chart you probably can't read.
Ckay.

The Uni ted St at es has been working onthis

for sone tinme. It took a nunber of years to get into
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place and in fact, it's been in place for about a year
and a half and to ratify this, it had to go through
Senat e Forei gn Rel ati ons Cormittee and be ratified by
t he Senate. And the good news is that we were able to
achi eve that recently. W were able to sign, the
Presi dent signed on April 9th, infact, this nonth and
it was deposited with the Secretary in Vienna on Apri |
11th. There's been a |l ot of work going into this and
the way this process works, this is a Convention on
Radi oacti ve Waste and Spent Fuel Managenent. It's
what people call an incentive convention and the
parties cone together every three years and nmake a
nati onal report.

It turns out this is the year of the
nmeeting. It will occur in Novenber. And as part of
t hat process, a national report is due on May 5th to
be deposited in Vienna.

The Departnment of Energy is lead on this
particul ar convention, the Convention on Nuclear
Saf ety about reactor safety which was about reactor
saf ety. The Nucl ear Regul atory Conm ssion was on
| ead. The Chairman hosted a del egati on and went over
to a nmeeting last year. This one, since it covers a
broader topic, in this country, the mjority of

radi oactive waste, in fact, is with the Departnent of
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Energy. So they have | ead on this particul ar project.
They have | ead on the national report. They're being
supported by the Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssion, the
Envi ronmental Protection Agency and as | said, there
will be a Novenber neeting of the parties.

And the chart that you have in front of
you, just to give you a little idea how this works,
t hey come up with what they call country groups. You
can see 30 sone countries on this list and they'|ll do
what anmounts to a peer reviewtype neeting with five
groups. And you can see the United States is in G oup
1. The way they do this is they count up the nunber
of reactors and Group 1, the top group in Goup 1 is
the country with the nunber of reactors. wel |,
fortunately, we were able tosignupjust intinme. In
fact, Margaret Federline was over to the planning
nmeeting for this that particular week in April and so
we were able to take part in this.

You can see the list of the countries
there and | just thought it would be useful to keep
you informed of the status of this. It is an
international event and we will be at the table at
this point, produce a national report and down bel ow
you see that, for exanple, Patty Bubar fromDepart nent

of Energy will be the Chairperson for Goup 4. So we
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will participate as part of the team at this
particular event and | just wanted to give you a
little background onit. Didn't knowhowfamliar you
were with it.

Questions?

MEMBER LEVENSON: Is Russia not a
partici pant ?

DR. GREEVES: They didn't sign, correct.
I f you don't see themup there, that neans that they
have not ratified. You'll note that Japan and Chi na
are not onthelist. | understand Japanis very close
and ny colleagues that | talk toin Chinatalk as if
t hey, too, are going to sign

You can be alateratifier. You see these
boxes down here across from where you see Irel and.
It's expected that there wll be a couple of
additional ratifiers by the Novenber neeting. Your

rights are dimnished if you're alate ratifier. So

" mnot sure exactly who else wll ratify, but -- and
this neeting will occur in another three years. |
think the neeting is going to be quite useful. It's

probably going to be a bit uneven this first time
around, but it's going to be a test for a topic I'l
tal k about shortly, these international standards that

are out there.
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So we |l ook forward to it. Any questions
on this?

Al right, then I'lIl nove up to the next
topic whichis the | CRPreconmendations. You'requite
famliar with the process.

We, in 1999, started to get involved with
the topic of protection in the environment. There
wer e sone voi ces raising that question. There was a
specialist nmeeting at | AEA that we participated in.
W al so were active with the I CRP on sone of the NEA
interactions. NEAis running a series of nmeetings on
this topic. Infact, the NEA has an expert group t hat
provides a focus for comments to be provided to the
| CRP.

The staff believes that the assunptions
made in I CRP 60 that if the humans are protected, that
t he environment protections remains valid. This is
kind of the question that's out there. Does t hat
assunption remain valid and that's what's being
tested. Qur observationis there's a general |ack of
scientific information that would be beneficial to
protect the environment in a simlar manner wth
radi onucl i des. There's no evidence out there that we
know of that's showing that you need to focus on

speci es. If you do focus on species, it would be
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gquite a conplex process and the question is what's
bei ng harmed now i s kind of the question that people
need to be exam ni ng.

| will point out that the Departnent of
Energy is taking an active role in developing their
own screening nethods to try and test out what woul d
be the tools that we woul d even use to eval uate doses
to biota. W, the NRC, are working with DOE and EPA
i n devel opi ng some conputer codes that m ght be used
with this. The so-called RESRAD biota does
i ncor porat e sone screeni ng techni ques that woul d al | ow
you to eval uate such site specific evaluations. So
some of that devel opnental work | ed by t he Depart nent
of Energy is going on.

W had sone staff attend the recent NEA
Forumin Spain and we do note that the recommendati ons
com ng out of that neeting indicate that national
flexibility should be allowed in ternms of view ng
t hese conpl ex i ssues associ ated with the environnent.
We're al so encouraged that the | CRP deci ded to further
devel opnent of the basis for reference organisns
concept woul d not be rushed. They talk about a 2005
set of recommendations. It would be tough to bring
sonething forward on this topic in the 2005 tine

f rame.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

269
So | think the ICRP thinking is evol ving

on this and | think these nmeetings that are occurring
around the world are helpful. W plan to stay
involved in these international devel opnents. Don
Cool is our point person on this, in nost of these
nmeetings. TimHarris on ny staff is focused on the
i mpl enentation of the environmental aspects and
there's also a neeting coming up in Cctober in
St ockhol m Sweden on this topic and it's sort of the
roll up of what's been going on with these vari ous NEA
nmeeti ngs.

So | know some of you have been paying
attention to this and I just wanted to give you sone
f eedback at what the staff activities are and over
time, | think we woul d enjoy tal king to you about it.

MEMBER RYAN: John, | appreciate that. |
think that's a very inportant activity to foll ow and
be involved in. It's interesting that the | CRP woul d
recoomend that flora and fauna need radiation
protection standards. | guess it's very puzzling to
t hi nk about t hat because what are you protecting them
against? W think about cancer and other things as
t he endpoi nt for humans, but I'mnot too sure howl'd
worry about a cancer in a tuber, like a potato, for

exanpl e.
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So it's hard to think about, but
hopeful ly, their revisitation and your participation
will nmove the ball al ong.

One thing | think it's inportant too, is
to help bring forward what nowis the 60-year-old or
50-year-ol d record of radiation biology. Mich flora
and fauna work was done very early on in radiation
bi ol ogi cal days, Russell's, and others, folks that
| ooked at DNA nmass and ot her issues as the foundation
for what, | think, some view -- you nentioned the
claim that if we protect man, we protect the
environnent. That's a sweeping statenent, but | think
it's one that is certainly not unfounded. Thereis a
body of evidence that hel ps to support that. It may
not have been done in the last four years, but it
certainly is out there to | ook and sonewhat of an old
record, so |I'd encourage that we hel p bring that back
to light and as part of the discussion.

DR. CGREEVES: Don, can you add anyt hi ng?
| think that we'd probably be | ooking at that, but I
think it's inportant to nmake sure we bring those
issues to the table in COctober to the Stockholm
neet i ng.

Don?

MR COOL: This is Don Cool. |I'mnowthe
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Seni or Advisor for Health Physics issues. You' ve
poi nted out one of the things that | think people are
really grappling and struggling with right now.
During the neeting in Spain a couple of weeks ago,
Lars-Erik Holm who is the Vice Chairman of | CRP and
who headed up the Task G oup, was acknow edgi ng sone
of these issues. Part of the process that they now
seemto be engaged i n which, in essence, slows down a
bit, and will continue the attenpt to develop the
activities, is to try and understand how a system
which they would like to construct as a paralle
process could effectively deal with trying to assess
impacts in the environnment. They acknow edge that
assessing an inpact in sonme representative species,
does not give a representation of an assessnent of the
environnent itself. So they are at |east naki ng sone
noi ses that are the sorts of things that we would |i ke
themto consider. They do still seemto be on a track
of trying to develop this very parallel process of
sonme reference | evels of concern or where they would
want to be taking sone further exam nation.

It would appear that rather than
i ndi vidual effects, they are |ooking at popul ation
effects, but the levels that they would probably be

comng up with would be a different set of levels in
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terms of quantities of radioactive material or doses.

And | think there will be a nunber of
opportunities to try and continue to engage with t hem
around those, to try and understand that. Your point
on a lot of the early work is very correct. 1'mnot
sure the extent to which they have brought that in
That's certainly one of the things that we'll be
trying to keepintheir forefront i s the whol e body of
evidence and to try and have them noving in a
direction which is conplenentary to, rather than
setting up sone new i ndependent systemthat everyone
is then trying to adjust to. There are sone
significant challenges in the area.

MEMBER RYAN: | agree, Don. Thanks for
that update. In addition to what you pointed out,
it's alsointeresting to think about if we're tal king
about flora and fauna and | arge eco systens, that is
big fractions of the earth, |ooking at the natura
radi ati on environnent and then |ooking at man-nade
radi ati on environments added to that, the nman-nmade
radi ation environment is a trivial addition to the
natural environnent.

Soif thereis aradiation dose issue, it
is principally with background radiation, not with

mannade addi ti onal radi oacti ve materi al radi ati on. So
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t hat aspect of it, | think, is sonething that is very
i mportant to bring forward.

My own view is that this is not well
conceived fromthe ICRP. I'mglad they're revisiting
it and thinking about what they put forward in this
consultation paper, but it's -- and I"'mthrilled to
hear you're tracking it so well and addressing these
key points.

DR GREEVES: You know, we wll be
attendi ng t he St ockhol mmneeti ng, so maybe separately,
M ke, we could spend a little tine with you on it.

MEMBER RYAN:. Excel lent, thank you.

DR CGREEVES: It sort of |leads in, before
| lose the Chairman, the last topic, internationa
st andar ds. There's, | think, a fabric form ng out
there internationally and Carl Paperiello is on the
Radi ati on Safety Commttee at | AEA. | partici pate on
the Waste Safety Conmttee. And a |l ot of these issues
run through that particular environnment.

It's starting to cone together. | think
you're probably famliar with the EC Concepts on
Cl earance and Exenption. The EC countries, in fact,
do this type of disposition of solid materials.
There's some exanpl es over there. 1've visited sites

in Germany. | know you travel ed over there too. You
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probably saw t he same t hings.

In fact, Germany has a Radiation
Protection Ordinance and inthis is what | ooks Iike a
standard for site rel ease and a standard for rel ease
of material off of an operating site, so you see sone
of that. And they did it down to concentrations
becquerel s per gram etcetera. And the [AEA is
putting together a set of standards, a global set of
standards i ncluding the three that you actual ly see up
here, geologic disposal. This one is out for what's
cal | ed nenber state conment. They have a standard, a
proposed standard on geol ogi ¢ disposal and we, the
United States, would be comenting on that.

Anot her one that's out there is DS-162.
This isintervention. Thisis liketheislands inthe
Pacific, things |like that, where you have an as-found
condition and you need to under an ALARA process,
bring it down to sonething that's nuch nore
reasonabl e, so they have that out for comrent.

And then the last one is what's called
DS-161. This one has been very difficult to bring
forward. There's alot of debate, internationally, on
how do you approach managenent of radioactive
mat eri al s. So | just wanted to bring it to your

attention and | et you knowthere's a | ot goi ng on out
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there and we are participating in these neetings and
we al ready tal ked about the | CRP 2005 r ecommendat i ons
which Don is follow ng very cl osely.

So if you' ve got any questions on what is
going on internationally in ternms of what we're
involved in, maybe in a follow up neeting | could do
a bit nore on that topic because it really -- it's a
gl obal conmmunity at this point. | think the Waste
Convention i n Novenber woul d benefit fromhaving this
fabric in place to conduct that peer review. It's not
conpletely in place yet.

The next convention, being three years
from Novenmber, | think would really benefit from
havi ng that fabric in place.

MEMBER RYAN: John, | agree. | think it
is very dynamic. | nean the EC Safety Directive 6 on
cl earance and these newactivities you just nentioned
and other interests hereinthe U S. on those ki nds of
concepts. It will bereal interestingto stay updated
on it because it is very dynamc at this point, isn't
it?

DR. GREEVES: | find it helps me to
discuss it with other people to help shape the U. S.
views on these topics, soif |I get a chance like this,

| like to bring it up. In fact, at an NEl
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decomm ssi oni ng conference earlier this nonth | went
out and gave a nore conplete briefing on the
i nternational standards.

MEMBER RYAN. And as you just noted, |
mean they do flow into regulatory questions on
decomm ssioning and site release and all of those
things, so it's very inportant to touch the
fundanment al department as it happens.

DR GREEVES: A worry that | have is that
sonme stakehol ders just seize on the | owest nunber and
you can just -- you really do need a graded approach.
Therereally are sites out there that are intervention
sites. You cannot bring them down to 25 mllirem
And there's a need for geol ogic disposal. | neanthis
country, Finland, Sweden are the three that are sort
of out in front, but you |look at the EC, how many
countries is that? Are they going to have sone 20
some geol ogi ¢ di sposal repositories? | don't think
So. But they really do need sonme support on an
international standard show ng okay, what is the
standard? What is the bar? And how are we going to
address that.

So we're fully engaged on that and sone
fol |l ow up session we can give you a bit nore feedback,

if that woul d work.
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MEMBER RYAN. It sounds like you've got

lots to do.

DR. GREEVES: Yes. Just need to keep the
staff happy.

Those were the topics that | wanted to get
t hrough and | think we used the tinme effectively. |I'm
happy to go back over any one of themor address ot her
t opi cs.

MEMBER RYAN: It's a great update.

MEMBER LEVENSON: John, on the matter of
i nternational i ssues and repositories, there's sort of
an off-balance sheet and it's not involving any
governments except the Russians. There's a workshop
being held in Russia next nonth on Russia's offer to
host and i nt ernational reposi tory and t he
partici pation includes | AEA, nost European countries,
Tai wan, Japan, South Korea. It's funded by the
Russel | Foundation to explorethe technical, | egal and
political issues. The Russians propose to use an old
urani umm ne on the theory that since the urani umand
its by-products haven't noved fromthere for amllion
years, they don't have to do the detail ed geology if
you put staff back in there, it's going to stay put.
That's going to be kind of an interesting neeting, |

think, to see what cones out of those kinds of
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di scussi ons.

DR. GREEVES: Vel |, it would be
interesting to see Russia on this chart at sonme point
in time because that's where | think some of the
credibility is going to cone.

MEMBER LEVENSON: That's why | asked about
t hat .

DR. GREEVES:. Wl |, everybody i s wat chi ng,
but at some point intime let's | ook for Russia to be
on this chart and when a country, you join this
convention, you're signing up the safety procedures
that call for you to do it the right way. And there
would be a peer review of what vyou' re doing
i nternationally.

MEMBER LEVENSON: Well, one of the topics
on the agenda is how would -- what standards woul d
apply. They're aimng this at a lot of small
countries, soto avoidthis issue of their being 20 or
30 repositories scattered around the worl d.

DR. GREEVES: And that nakes sonme sense.
McConbie is involvedinthisinternational repository
business and he is a great speaker and he puts
t oget her sone really good charts and he overl ays the
European area with a map showi ng and he overlays it

with the United States and he says the United States
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needs two repositories. Are we going to have 20 sone
repositories in the sane geographic area, so a |l ot of
t hought has to go into this.

MEMBER LEVENSON: Whileit's nom nally not
in the mai nstream the co-chairman from the Russian
side, Lavarov, who is on Putin's staff, so naybe a
little bit of status.

DR GREEVES: So are you attendi ng?

MEMBER LEVENSON: |' mthe ot her co-chair.

DR. GREEVES: Ckay, wonderful. Good
advertising here. W'I|l see if we can stir up sone
busi ness.

MEMBER LEVENSON: The Russel |l Foundati on
specified there be two co-chairnen, one American and
one Russian, so it didn't becone just a drifting
thing. It would have focus.

DR. GREEVES: Wen is the neeting?

MEMBER LEVENSON: May 14t h, 15th and 16th
in Moscow and then a visit to the site.

DR. GREEVES: | would enjoy neeting wth
you separately just to tell you what | know about the
international standard setting process because any
country eventually is going to have to point back at
t hese international standards. So maybe separately,

we can visit.
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MEMBER LEVENSON: M ke, do you have any

ot her questions?

MEMBER RYAN: No, thanks, John. That was
an excel l ent briefing onyour activitiesand|'Ill | ook
forward to hearing nore about what's cooking.

DR. CGREEVES: Okay, well, we'll be back on
anot her occasi on.

MEMBER LEVENSON: How about the staff?
Anybody have a question for John?

(No response.)

Thank you very rmuch.

DR. GREEVES:. Thank you.

MEMBER LEVENSON: | think George has
i ndi cated he would |ike us to go ahead with the next
schedul ed itemwhichis, | think, the self-assessnent.

| guess |I'm not sure what was on the
agenda. GCeorge just said go ahead with it.

MR. SAVI O It was on the agenda. The
intent was that we tell you what we found out in our
sel f-assessnment and get your coments and soft
concurrence on the paper.

| f you want -- we really should have all
four of you here, but if you want to do it now, | can
catch John and CGeorge separately later.

MEMBER LEVENSON: That's what George told
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nme, to proceed ahead.

MR. SAVIO | have extra copies if anybody
-- | guess except for Mke, you all have seen this
wor k bei ng done before. W have an IOU to the
Conmi ssion to do periodic reports on our
sel f -assessnents.

MEMBER RYAN. You're reported and |'ve
heard your reports onthis activity this year alittle
bit, so I'"'mfamliar, thanks.

MR SAVI O Ckay. To go through it,
there's a background paragraph. It sinply recounts
what we' ve done and what the history of thisis. The
next section records what we've done in response to
the comm tnents that we nmade in the | ast paper which
is two years old now. There's the addition of the
fifth ACNWnenber with health physics expertise that
we've, in response to conments that weren't taking
enough initiative involving stakeholders in the
agendas in our discussions. W've -- there's the
second bul | et .

And we --

MEMBER LEVENSON: On that second item
we're tal king about identifying just one workshop.
Because of the date of this, when it's going to be

i ssued, there have been several additional workshops.
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Shoul dn't they be added?

MR. SAVI G Yes. Those were given as
exanpl es. We can lengthen that |ast performance
confirmati on being a good one.

MEMBER LEVENSON: Yes, transportation. |
think that there's not 20, so rather than just an
exanpl e of one, | think we should I|ist.

MR, SAVI O Yes. Qut of kind of the
controversy over not inviting the State of Nevada, |
didn't put that as an exanple, but --

MEMBER LEVENSON:  They' ve been invited.
They were here yesterday, all day.

MR. SAVIO Ckay, teleconferencing. The
last time we didit we had comments to the effect that
we had nost of our neetings in Washington and we
shoul d provide to the degree we coul d, other ways of
peopl e participating in the neetings and we have used
t el econferenci ng extensively over the past peri od.

One of the conment ers suggest ed t hat we go
to i nternet based broadcasting of ACNWneetings |ike
t he Comm ssion doesn't. That, | think, is not
sonmet hing that we can do with the resources that we
have.

MEMBER LEVENSON: Does the ACRS do that?

MR,  SAVI O No. In fact, they nake
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relatively infrequent use of teleconferencing. It's
nostly to connect the regions in.

The next section is a description of the
ot her process which I'I| skip through. The next page,
results of ACNWsel f-assessnent for 2001 and 2002, it
gets to the heart of the paper for this tine.

The first paragraph is introductory. It
notes that we depend on our action plan and that we're
pl anning on revising it in the near future and we're
in the process of preparing a plan for invol venent in
the reviewof the | icense application. The notes that
we're going to use, the MOU, as our guidelines for
dealing with predecisional matters.

MEMBER LEVENSON: | wonder whether we
di scuss that we're in the process of preparing a plan
for its involvenent in the review of the I|icense
application, whether we shouldn't add a fewwords. W
were preparing that for the Comm ssion's approval.

MR SAVIO Yes. Ckay.

MEMBER LEVENSON: | think that woul d be --

MR. SAVIO  Ckay, okay.

MEMBER LEVENSON: We're not assuning we
have the right to decide what that's going to be.

MR. SAVI O Okay, we'll add that. The

f eedback t hat we had was general |y positive. The next

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

284

par agr aph speaks to the reports, the notes that we
use, conmunications with the Comm ssion and t he EDO,
a published action plan to gui de our way t hrough t hat.

The next paragraph is -- the first
sentence of that for Mke's benefit isalittle bit of
a |egacy. At one point, in the past, ACNW is
criticized for not beingcurrently informed. W added
that sentence to note that we were still doing the
appropriate things.

Ther e was feedback to the ef fect that both
the ACRS and ACNW were not providing sufficient
attention to the actions that were taken and as a
result of the reconmendations, we've inserted a
conmi trment that we' Il be nore judicious inthe future.

Communi cati ons between the Conmittee and
the Conm ssioners and NRC senior manhagement were
judged to be very good and we were encouraged to
conti nue them You' ve just finished up with a
di scussion with John G eeves.

There was conments that you shoul d focus
on high I evel issues. The nessage there was that the
i ndi vidual s that nade these comments said that they
felt you added t he nost val ue when you weren't buri ed
in detail.

MEMBER RYAN: Dick, | just wonder for the
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sake of clarity, I'mbeing picky here, but high|evel
has a special meaning. Don't you nean it should be
"top level"?

MR. SAVIO Top | evel, yes.

MEMBER RYAN: |'mjust trying to make sure
we don't m sconmuni cat e.

MR SAVIO That's fine.

MEMBER LEVENSON:  We don't want to over-
irradi ate them

MR SAVIO  Appreciate it.

MEMBER RYAN:. That's what you nean, it's
top level, global.

MR. SAVIG Broad i ssues, yes. There was
comments froma few stakeholders to the effect that
ACNW needed to recognize the limtations of risk
assessment. I'msorry | don't have John around to
react to that

MEMBER RYAN: 1'Il react toit. | think
there's three things, at |east two that are on the --
|"msorry, there are three things on the agenda. W
just finished the TSPA/ TPA workshop which | think
spoke specifically to risk assessnent nethodol ogy.
W're going to -- it's still in the planning stages.
W have a performance confirmati on wor kshop whi ch wi ||

get into the sane area of risk assessnent and we even
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have sone advance pl anni ng on other topics that are in
the risk assessnent area. So | appreciate the
conment, but | think perhaps we can recognize that
we' ve kind of taken that forward with those things.
And maybe we ought to identify that as somet hi ng we' ve
done.

Agai n, our action plan speak to other
activities inthose areas, but those are sone concrete
things that we've specifically done that addressed
t hat .

MR SAVIO I'll add a bit of a response
toit, rather than just encoding it.

MEMBER LEVENSON: See, one of the probl ens
that exists here is that stakeholders only see the
past, what we've done. They probably aren't privy to
our future nmeetings and future topics that are al ready
schedul ed.

MR. SAVI O Igneous activity was the topic
that was given as an exanple for that particular
commrent .

MEMBER RYAN:. Well, again, there's been,
there was additional follow up. | nean | Kkind of
junped into the Cormittee at that point, but there was
afoll owup neeting onigneous activity and addi ti onal

input and | think fromthe point this was probably,
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st akehol ders are probably given their observations,
ot her things have been done. And that's not to
di scount the criticism or the observation. It's
sinmply to say from our part that other things have
been done since that information was obtai ned.

M ke?

MR LEE: One thing we could consider
doing and for the future is as we project future
activities we could put that information up on the web
under the various tiers, consistent with the action
plan so that stakeholders in the future could see
what's on the plate over let's say the next year or
somet hing |ike that.

MR. SAVIO In fact, in another part of
this, we had our action plan posted on the web. Wen
t he website was taken down and our chief information
of fi cer took over the web desi gn, was taken of f agai n.
And we intend to get it put back on there and that's
sone place in this paper. | forget where it is. W
say that it was one of the things that we i ntended to
do with the action plan. Even the operating plan, we
never have gotten as far as to get that thing posted
on the web.

Interactions between ACNW and the

st akehol ders have been judged to be open,
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prof essional, no conplaints in that regard.

The ACNW staff's work in coordinating
t hese neetings and prepping up the participants and
acting as an internediary between the ACNW and the
folks that are going to be at these neetings were
j udged as being very i nportant tothe effectiveness of
t hese neetings. There was a comment about schedul i ng
a need for scheduling neetings well in advance when
there was going to be discussions of conplex issues
and the need for -- as nmuch as possible, identifying
what the Conmittee's objectives were and what their
concerns were.

Ext ernal stakehol ders continue to view,
conment favorably on ACNWs willingness to provide a
forum for the discussion of their views. The only
glitch was the negati ve conments that we recei ved from
Nevada about the transportati on workshop. | note that
we subsequently provided an opportunity for themto
address the Committee.

MEMBER LEVENSON: I n order to be precise,
it's really the State of Nevada, | think, as opposed
to generically Nevada stakehol ders.

MR SAVIO | was tryingto-- wetriedto

avoid too tight an identification of the individuals
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MEMBER LEVENSON: Well, since --

MR. SAVIO. But | can do that if you liKke.

MEMBER LEVENSON: Wll, since both
Senat ors and one Congressman fromthe State of Nevada
wote letters to the Chairman during the public
record, there's noreason for not making it clear this
was the State of Nevada.

MR. SAVIO  Ckay.

MEMBER LEVENSON: | think that what they
objected to was that they weren't asked to provide a
participant to the workshop because they had
representatives at t he wor kshop and everyone t her e was
asked, given an opportunity to speak.

So to be precise --

MR SAVI O | said now providing
invitations to speak, but --

MEMBER  LEVENSON: It shoul d be
partici pants.

MR. SAVIO Being provided a slot on the
agenda.

MEMBER LEVENSON:. Ri ght.

MR SAVIO  Ckay.

MEMBER RYAN: | think the inportant part
is the last part which is the followup to that is a

followup working session for all the States'
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representatives.

MR  SAVI O OCkay, the reaction to
st akehol ders to ACNWneetings in Nevada continues to
be very positive. There was, however, not a | ot of
support for the activities Ii ke we had at Pahrunp. If
you want to characterize them as public outreach or
publ i c education, there certainly was alot of support
for nmeeting in Nevada, discussing issues that were of
interest to the stakehol ders out there and invol ving
themin the preparations for the neeting and asking
themto contribute to the agenda pl anning and to the
actual discussions.

The next one has to do with the website.

MEMBER LEVENSON: Before we |eave that
ot her one, have we really commtted to allow ng the
public to deci de what our agenda is? | was certainly
not privy to any such discussion. For them to
participate is one thing.

MR SAVIQO  Yes.

MEMBER LEVENSON: But our agendaisreally
set by the Commi ssion.

MR SAVIO The intent here was that we
would ask for feedback, that the ACNW and the
Comm ssion would still set their own agenda, taking

into consideration --
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MEMBER RYAN.  You know, | think if you

make t he poi nt that Nevada st akehol ders contribute to
the neetings, that's probably what you want to say.

MR SAVIQO  Yes.

MEMBER LEVENSON: Contri bute or
participate in. Agenda planning is a very specific
thing that we're certainly not going to put things on
t he agenda or take themoff because of comrents from
st akehol ders.

MR. SAVIO Yes, there was a fewrequests
that they be allowed to suggest a topic for your
consi derati on.

MEMBER LEVENSON: They may suggest t hat,
but this says opportunities will be provided. That
nmeans we're accepting that. | don't accept that.

MR LARSON: | read that as relative to
t he previ ous sentence, that enhanced interacti ons with
t he Nevada st akehol ders, somewhere in there. That's
what that really referred to, D ck.

When we had neetings out there, technical
nmeetings, i n Nevada t hat i nvol ved public outreach t hat
Nevada be asked -- | don't knowif that's what you're
i ntention was.

MR, SAVI O Yes. There's not anyt hi ng

t hat we haven't done --
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MEMBER RYAN: |f you just avoid the phase

"agenda pl anning” that will solve it. That has --

MR SAVIO  Ckay.

MEMBER RYAN: That has speci al meaning for
the Committee overall, and for the Comm ssion's
direction of the Coomittee and all that. Anybody can
offer any topic and can offer the ACNW advice on
t hi ngs they ought to | ook at during a neeting. So
mean there i s that opportunity to contribute ideas to
what we should look at, but | think just avoiding
t hose key words might help clarify it.

Just avoi di ng t he wor ds "agenda pl anni ng. "

Sonething to the effect, to contribute and
participate in these neetings."

MR. SAVIO  Ckay.

MEMBER  RYAN: Contribute to and
participate in is the point.

MR. SAVIO kay. The second one was with
regard to our website and we have had difficulties
since the Chief Information OFficer group took over.
We're going to have to do sone nore honework to make
sure that we're not prom sing nore than what we can
deliver on that |ast sentence. W'I| staff that one

out .

MEMBER RYAN: Well, getting the action
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pl an and t he agenda for nmeetings and so forth |ined up
in sone way on the web m ght be a helpful way to go
about it.

MR LARSON. But even as Tim discussed
yesterday, there are several ways theoretically you
can access the agenda, but it doesn't work that way.
| probably would get several -- well, | know I got
three or four calls on this neeting where peopl e said
the web site said the agenda was avail abl e, but they
couldn't get it. So |l just sent it to them W have
to do sonme work.

MR. SAVIO Even nyself, |I findthat it's
-- the issue here the individuals that aren't
Washi ngt on- based often need a few weeks to decide
whether to conme to a neeting or not. There's
operational issues like trying to get |low cost air
fares by getting tickets ahead of tinme.

MEMBER RYAN: | think we get the point.

MR, SAVI O And the very |ast one was
sinmply a conm tment at the suggestion of the Ofice of
the EDOto revisit our MOU to take advantage of any
| essons | earned that we m ght have had.

W got a lot nore feedback on ACRS
activities and what we had at ACNW |'I| | eave that

for your reading and the |ast paragraphs in the
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summary sinply closes the neno up

MEMBER RYAN: Thanks, sir.

MR SAVIO And I'll talk to CGeorge and
John and get their feedback.

MR.  LARSON: The reason why | said
continue torecord it was Sher and John and Geor ge and
John Garrick weren't here, soif they want to | ook at
it later on, because it's due in what May 31st?

MR SAVIQO  Yes.

MR. LARSON: You've got to get approval at
this neeting, essentially between --

MR. SAVIO  Yes, what we have done and what
we'll do this time is after everybody has had a shot
at this thing, send it to all of the Menbers of ACRS
and ACNW and give them an opportunity to |l ook at it
again before we finally date-stanp it.

MR. LARSON: Did any of the feedback from
t he Nevada st akehol ders, Dick, say okay, you had the
neeting in Pahrunp and you had nore people there to
listen and participate than you had people in the
audi ence, even thoughit was fairly well publicizedin
t he paper.

Were there any suggestions on how to
i ncrease and broaden st akehol der participation other

than they wanted to send words in with the agenda --
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MR. SAVI O One st akehol der suggest ed t hat

we could talk to the professional stakehol ders,
coordinate nore. It seened to be that it wasn't for
| ack of homework that you got such a small audi ence.
| nean we didn't, | think, look at the television
schedules to see if there was interesting topics on
the airing that night or anything of that nature, but
there was an awful | ot of preparation and it wasn't a
| ot of attendance.

There is a lot of interest in the ethical
di scussi ons that we have, typically, in Las Vegas.

MEMBER RYAN: Well, we're schedul ed for a
break until --

MEMBER LEVENSON: Until George and John
get back.

MEMBER RYAN: Which will -- what shoul d we
target roughly?

MEMBER LEVENSON:  10: 157

MEMBER RYAN:. It says break until 10:45.

MEMBER LEVENSON: Ckay. We've got sone
homework to do, sone draft letters to work on

MEMBER RYAN: Ri ght.

MEMBER LEVENSON:  10: 45.

MEMBER RYAN. So we shoul d reconvene at

10: 30.
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MR SAVIO I|I'msorry to interrupt. W

have two st akehol ders here if we care to ask themfor
any additional comrents.

Does anybody have any commrents?

PARTI ClI PANT: Engel brith * (9:51:14),
Clark County. Just a conment on the agenda. | don't
think it's anybody's intention to tell the ACNW what
to discuss, but it would be of little interest to
people in Nevada if you conme over and you have your
whol e nmeeting on decomm ssioning of West Valley or
i ssues like that.

So if you do have a neeting in Nevada,
woul d suggest that you at |east | ook at issues that
concern high | evel waste during your neeting, rather
than all the other broad subjects that vyou're
concerned w th.

MEMBER LEVENSON:  And specific wording.
If we said stakeholders can provide coments on
agenda, that's different than to say agenda pl anni ng.
That's the word that bothers ne.

MEMBER RYAN: And | think that's a great
comment. |If we are in Nevada or we're in New York, if
we |ook for opportunities to make the agenda
appropriate for -- to maximze stakehol der

participation at a location, that's wonderful. I
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think that's a good thing to capture. And we can
certainly nmake that --

MR SAVIO |I'll capture that.

MEMBER RYAN: Right on target.

PARTI Cl PANT: That and get your agenda so
we get it early and it stays the sane.

MEMBER RYAN. W would like that al so.

(Laughter.)

MEMBER LEVENSON: Stays the sane. W're
not always in control of.

MEMBER RYAN: That's not easy to do.
Anyt hing el se? So we'll reconvene at 10: 30 assumi ng- -

MEMBER LEVENSON:  And we do not need the
official record.

MEMBER RYAN: Ri ght.

MR. LEE: W're going to talk about the
action plan, when we reconvene. So do you want the
reporter for the action plan?

MEMBER RYAN: | don't know. Do we?

MEMBER LEVENSON: | don't think we need - -

MEMBER RYAN:  No.

(Whereupon, at 9:53 a.m, the neeting was

adj our ned.)

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




