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Geargians Against Nuclear Energy respectfully responds to DCS praposed protective
crder and affidavit of non-disclosure. We appreciate the commenis of the Board and the
NRC Staff acknowledging the burden placed upon the petitinners by some of the
conditions preposed by DCS.

GANE asscrls that, as all-volunteer environmentalizts who e opposed Lo
plutoniua firel manufacture in the [irst place, that DCS’ trade secrets are safe with vs,
We do not want to see COGEMA, BNEL, or any other entity on this planet manufacture
MOX fuel either from weapons-grade platonium, or commercial-grade plutonium and as
such would bt loathe 1o facilitate such activity in any way.

GANE abserves that the only competitor to COGIIM A in this realm, which by its
own claim, controls 95% of the global market in MOX anyway, is BNFL, primary
contractor at Savannah River Site. COGEMA's vulnerahility, if there is any, to having 165

trade secretz stolen, es in the construction and operation of 8 MOX facility in such
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proximity (o BNFL. that mmdreds of construction and plutonivm factory workers wouold
have exposure 10 the desipn of COGEMA’s plant first-hand. Additionally. given the
sensitive nature of plutoninm, no entity may aspire 10 engage in plukonium fuel
manufacture without significant backing of onc of the few countries on Earth which
poascss plutonimm and that no compelitor (o COGEMA is likely to emerge. Fuither, we
ohsarve that COGEMA’ s inwrest in manofacturing plutonium fuel in the Uniled Stakes
may be directly related to a waning market in all countries that have prior expenience
with MOX tuel and that this Fact iz well nown to other players in the nuclear industry
wha, having no investment in MOX Ly protect, ane wise enough to steer ¢lear of investing
where there is apparentty little market interest. GANLE appeals 1o COGEMA to engage its
talent and experience with plutonium in an immobilization effort rather than dangerous
MOX manulaciure and use which disposes of astonishingly little plutonium.

DS has not delined cither the qualifications necessary for any signer of a non-
disclosure affidavit to receive access to the proprictary version of the (A R. nor the
specific liability [or any breach of the protective order. Given the vulnerability of DCS to
the enormous workforee invalved in such a venture as butlding, regulabiing, reviewing,
and operating a plutonium {uel [aclory, whal protection is offered to the handtul of
envirommentalisis who may sce the C A R 7 How can we be sure we will not be falsely
blumed Jor lesking whai. rmay be a well known secret anyway”?

GANE is an all-volunteer group with zero assets. It is our view that any
mdividaal, sach a3 mysclf, which may sign an affidavit of non-disclosure may not be a
liabilily 10 tther uninvolved memhers of GANE. We do not have an office -- | work oul
of my home, s0 no other GANE member would have even accidental accesstoa
proprictary version of the C. AR, To be clear, it is GANE's view that GANE, not having

permanent staff nor permancnt office nor assets, may not be held liable, and any Iinbilily



taken will be personal on the part of the velunteer GANME member or supporter which
signs any such allidavit.

Although the languaze used by DCS may very well be “boiler plate™ as to, for
example: two envelopes. lacks and keys, and use of software 1o wipe a hard deive - it
gcems cxcessive and time-consumong 1o adhere ta such symbolic satesnards, We cbserve
that, afler invesling in a lock box for such documents and floppy disks as pertain to the
proprietary information, isn't the lock box valnerable to thefl? How strong docs the lock-
box have to be 1o satisfy an centity which proposes to use 1lamma ble raterial o build
gloveboxes which are supposed ko protect workers and the environment from
contamination by alirahazardows phatonium? Who does DCS think is nosing around us
trying to get the information? And is the information in question eligible for o patent? 1f
nol, why not?

In any cveni. GANE allows that discretion 1s appropriately asked for and should
be given to DTS to ensure it some level of comfort in sharing information that is précious
to it but reminds that THCS intends to engage, for profil, in a veotore that 13 funded by
public monegy in our home an& envirommnent placing our workloree and natoral resources
at risk. In tmuth, vrcasiness and discomfort surround the very recent emplacement of
plutonium in Nawre. Provprietary secrets held at the expense of the public, Tirerally,
because we are lonting the bill ior this excessive venture, is inappropriate,

To sum, although GANE expects that some level of agreement will likely be
imposzed on any party that wishes to read the prupretacy verson of the CA R, it is our
view that it is inappropriate to pander to CS’ sense of trade secrets in a publicly fonded
venture. We are not conceming ourselves with safeguards information here, merely
“trade secrets’ of what iz essentially a monopoly industry funded by public monies.

We request that a copy of the proprietary version of lhe C.AR. be placed in the

possession of GANE's representalive upon meeting the requirements to be established,



and subsequently, with any other GANE experts who agree to the terms, to be {urnished
either by DTS or by photocopying GANE's copy.

CANE hopes and belicves that the Board will giide the development of 4
reasonable protective order and affidavit of non-disclosure thal allords adeguate

protection to both DTS’ trade secrets and does not place an excessive burden on the

parlies,

Respectfully submitted,

Glenn Catroll
for Georgians Against Nuclear Energy

Drated June 27, 2001
in Decatur, Ueorsia
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