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INTRODUCTION

Paragraph (k) of §50.54, "Conditions af Lizenses.”

of 10 CFR Purt 30. “Licensing of Production and
Utilization  Facilities.” requires that an operaton or
seniar operitor liwns‘cd pursuant to 10 CFR Parst 55,
“Operators’ Licenses.™ he present at the contruls at all
times during the operation of o tacility.! General Design
Criterion 19, “Control Roont,”™ of Appendix A, “Gen-
eral Design Criteria for Nuclear Power Plants,” to 10
CFR l’.ul 50 requires. in part, that a control voom he
“provided Trom which actions can be taken (o operate the
nuclear power unit salely under nonual conditions and
“1o naintain the nuelear power plant in a safe condition
under accident conditions. As defined in 10 CEFR
§50.2(1). the term “‘controls.” when used with respect
to nuclear reactors, means apparatus and mechanisins,
lhc manipulation ol which dircctly alfects the reactivity
power level of the reactor. This guide describes a
muhod aceeptable to the NRC staff for complying with
the Commission’s regulations that require an upcmtort
be present at the controls o a nuclear power planta

8. DISCUSSION

~ Qperating experience has shown that thére.j
for guidance with regard to acceplable micthods of
'Lun'.')lym" with the Cmnnmm_gm s requirement Yor the
-presence of an operator al? hc controls of a facility.
The operator at the umtrols of:a-puclear power plant
lias many rcspnnsmlhlm whiuh ‘intlude but are not
limited < to- (1) adhcnns io mthe  plant’s  technical
specifications, plam npcrahm_ proccdures, and NRC
regulations: (27 rc%ewmhr utine operating dutd in order

0 ensure sa‘f;c ogeraﬁon “of the plant: and (3) being able-
to m.uumlly""i tiate engineered safety features during

various lransnch‘tgwu! accident conditions.

YCurrent Stumdard Technivsl Specifications require a licensed
operator (0 be present in the control room at all times while
tuclis in the reactor,

In order for the operator at the controls of o nuclear
power plant to he able to carry out these and other
responsibilitics in a dimely fashion, he must give his
attention to the condition af the plnt at all times. He
must be adert in order to enswme thit the plint is
operating sale’y and must be capable of taking action w
prevent any progress toward a condition that might be
unsafe. This is facilituted by control romm design and
fayout in” which all controls; instrumentation displys.
and alurms required tofthe saly operation, shutdown.
and cooldown of the unit arc readily available 1o the
operatar in the contral réon, - -

".ml Shnuld have wun uuul):lruuul view of .lnd JCCOSS tu
thu control panels. including instrumentation displays
nd-alarms. in order 1o initiate prompt corrective action
m receipt of any indication (instiunent movement or
lurm) of a changing condition.

The operator at the controls should not notmally
Jeave the ares where continuous attention {including
visual surveillunce of sutety-related annunciutors and
instrusentation} can be given (o reactor operating
conditions and to the manipulation of reactor contiols,
For example, the operstor should not routinely enter
arcus hehind the control panels. The operatar at the
controls should not “under any circumstances leave the
surveillance area detined by regulatory position C.3 Tol
any naemergency reason (g, to confer with mhu.s w
Tor persona) reasons) without ebtaining a qualiticd relief
operator at the controls. The operutor at the controls

“may momentarily be absent from the defined surveil-

lance arca in order to verify the acecipt of an
annunciator alarm or initiate corregtive action in the
event of an emergency alfecting the sufety of operations
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provided he remains within the confines of the contrul
roonm. -

J3 Administeative procedures should be established
o define and outline {preferably with sketches) specific
areas within the control room where the-operator at the

controls should remain, The procedures should define

the swiveillance aren and the areas that may be entered

by the operator at the controls to verify receipt of an

annunciator alom or initiate corrective action in the
event ol an cnergengy.

4. Prior to assuming respansibility for being operator
at the contiols, the seliet” operator should be properly
brieled on the plant swus, In order 1o ensure that
proper relicl occurs. administrative procedures should be
written to describe whit is required. The administrative
procedure should include. as a mintmum, g detinition of
proper aeliel (e, what infunmationt is required to he
passed  on and  acknowledged  betwesn the  twa
vperHors). : :
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5. A single vperator should not assume the operator
at the controls responsibility tor two or more control
room areas at the saine tinw,

D. IMPLEMENTATION

The purpuse of this section is to provide inforuation
to ficense upplicants and licensees veguding the NRC
statt’s pluns for using this regulatory guide.

This  wuide vweflects current NRC staff practice.
Therefore, excent in thase cuses in which the applicant
or licensee proposes an acceplable alternative method
tor complying with specified portions of the Comis-
sion’s regulitions, the method deseribed herein is being
and will continue to be used in the cvaluation of
submittals Tor operating license or canstruction pennit
applications and the pedformance of licensees uatil this
guide is revised as a resnlt ol suggestions from the public
or additional seT review.
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