
 
 

October 8, 2013 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Michael Norato, Branch Chief 
 Materials Decommissioning Branch 
 Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery 
   Licensing Directorate 
 Division of Waste Management 
   and Environmental Protection 
 Office of Federal and State Materials 
   and Environmental Management Programs 
 
FROM:  Kenneth Kalman, Project Manager  /RA/ 
 Materials Decommissioning Branch 
 Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery 
   Licensing Directorate 
 Division of Waste Management 
   and Environmental Protection 
 Office of Federal and State Materials 
   and Environmental Management Programs 
 
SUBJECT:  MEETING SUMMARY - PUBLIC MEETING BETWEEN THE  

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION AND RARE ELEMENT 
RESOURCES (Docket No. 04038367) 

 
 
On September 19, 2013, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) held a Category 1 
Public Meeting with Rare Element Resources (RER) at NRC headquarters in Rockville, 
Maryland.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss licensing of the Rare Element Resources 
(RER) Bear Lodge Project in Wyoming.  The staff from the U.S .Forest Service (USFS) and 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality also participated in the meeting and two 
members of the public observed the meeting. 
 
During the meeting, RER provided an update on the progress of its project, and the NRC staff 
discussed key events in the NRC’s licensing process.  Additional discussion focused on specific 
licensing issues.  There was also discussion of the possibility of holding a pre-application audit 
at RER’s offices in Denver, Colorado, as well as a visit to RER’s mining and processing sites  
in Wyoming.  The NRC staff anticipates RER submitting, in October 2013, a request for a  
pre-application audit.  The audit would be held in November 2013.  The NRC staff also 
anticipates RER submitting its license application request in the December 2013/January 2014 
timeframe. 
 
 
CONTACT:  Kenneth L. Kalman, FSME/DWMEP 

         (301)-415-6664 
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Several follow-up actions were identified during the meeting: 
 
RER 
 
1. Submit request for pre-application audit. 
 
2. Submit license application request. 
 
3. Copy NRC on communication with Native American tribes. 
 
NRC Staff 
 
1. Coordinate with USFS on work related to development of an Environmental Impact 

Statement. 
 
2. Coordinate with USFS to maximize opportunity to interact with Native American tribes. 
 
3. Review NRC’s December 1987 Standard Review Plan (SRP) for Applications for Source 

Material Licenses against the guidance in NUREG-1556, Volume 12 and, if appropriate, 
transmit the SRP to RER as additional guidance in preparing its license application. 

 
4. Transmit guidance to RER regarding NRC staff’s review of the environmental report. 
 
5. Transmit information to RER regarding typical costs to applicant for NRC review of a license 

application. 
 
6. Identify NRC staff and its availability to conduct a pre-application audit. 
 
NRC staff anticipates RER’s request for a pre-application audit, to occur in November 2013 and 
anticipates RER’s submittal of a license application request in December 2013/January 2014 
timeframe. 
 
Enclosure:  List of Attendees 
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Enclosure 
 

List of Attendees 
 
 
NRC FSME   NRC OGC  NRC RIV  RER 
Laura Dudes   Tracy Stokes  Blair Spitzberg (p) Paul Bergstrom 
Larry Camper      Jack Whitten(p) Jaye Pickarts 
Andrew Persinko     Rob Evans(p)  Tyson Smith (p) 
Michael Norato        Michael Schierman(p) 
Ken Kalman 
Dennis Sollenberger 
Douglas Mandeville 
Alan Bjornsen 
Reginald Augustus 
 
USFS    WDEQ      Public 
Steve Kozel   Mark Taylor(p)     Leslie Watson 
Jeanette Timm (p)  Mark Rogaczewski(p)    Peter Thibodeau 
 
 
 
 
 
(p) phone-in participation 
 
 


