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INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

SUBJECT:  LOST OR STOLEN RADIOACTIVE SOURCES INVOLVED iN TRANSPORTATION
A.  PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND

'To provide gu1dance with respect to transportat1on‘of"radibact1ve _
materials and whether reports to NRC and fo]Iowup by NRC are required for
. sources lost during transportat1on '

B. APPLICABILITY

This guidance applies to sh1pments of radioactive mater1a]s de11vered to

a common carrier for transport. It does not apply to licensee private .
‘'shipments such as we]] logg1ng or radiography progranms 1nvo]v1ng shipments
by 11censees

C.  EXPLANATION

1. Section 20.402 of the Commission's regulations requires that a -
licensee make a report to.the Commission immediately after the
v occurrence of certain losses and thefts of licensed material becomes
) ~ - known to the licensee. This regulation could be -interpreted as .
L requiring- the Ticensee-shipper to make the report upon notice of the
loss or theft. The report would not be required of the licensee-

- shipper if the transfer to the licensee-receiver had occurred at
place of shipment (F0B- sh1pment) but would be required if the
transfer. to the licensee-receiver had occurred at place of receipt
(FOBreceipt). On the other hand, this requirement could be inter-
preted to mean that the 11censee must on]y make the required report
if the material was in the actual possession of the 11censee when
lost or stolen. 1/ :

2. The matter is further clouded by the Memorandum of Understand1ng

' ‘between the Department of Transportation and NRC dated June 22,
1979. Under that agreement NRC will require its licensees to maké
reports if the reportable event "occurs prior to de]ivery to a
carrier for transport or after delivery to a receiver. (Section
V.B.) The Department of Transportation will require carriers subject
to its Jur1sd1ct1on to make reports to DOT if the reportable event
‘"occurs in transit." (Section V.A.) However, the term "reportable

1/ Section 20.402(a) uses the phrase "after its occurrence becomes known
to the licensee." This may suggest that something different than actual
possession was intended. It could also suggest that adequate time for
the evaluation was intended to be prov1ded :



20.402: Transportation -~ - - 2 -.
Issue Date:>»54[1/80 :

event" within DOT is c]ar1f1ed in DOT regu]atlons, Section 49 CFR.-
171.15 and 171.16. These events include "fire, breakage, splllage

or suspected radicactive contamination" but do not ‘include.lost,. s =
stolen, mislaid or waylaid shipments. Accord]ngly, in view of the‘ SIS
ambiguity in 10 CFR 20.402 and the meaning of reportable event - - 4"

‘within DOT regu]at1ons a licensee should not be cited for violating
10 CFR 20.402 in circumstances where license material has been .~
delivered to a carrier and.then lost, stolen, misplaced, misrouted:
or otherwise unaccounted for. S ', L L .
- 3. Because carriers are exempt from NRC regu]at1ons there is no -
obligation for regional manpower to be used to assist in 1ocat1ng
, waylald shipments, whether lost or stolen, or to put pressure on
& carriers to locate such shipments. However if it.is known that a
S "serious health and safety problem dOes.exist one or all. of repre-
sentatives from either IE, DOT, States, licensee—shjppers should
become involved in the interest of public health and safety. The
events of interest would be those set forth in 49 CFR 171.15 and
171.16 as well as high radiation levels. In addition, while
extremely rare, stolen sources should-be followed up in the interest’
of pub11c hea]th and .safety. :

If a report is received of "1ost" rad1oact1ve mater1a] in transit by -
common carrier, licensees should be encouraged to place a tracer on
the shipment; IE need not become further involved.. .

D.  COORDINATION .

This guidénceihas,the‘concurrehces of-dELD (J,;Lieberman and Eric Jakel).
E.  REFERENCES |

'Memorandum of Understand1ng between DOT and NRC. dated June 22 19795 DOT
‘regulat1ons subsectlons 49 CFR 171 15 and 171 6., - - I

F.  SUPERSESSION
None:
6. CONTACT . |
FFMSI tonfacts; J:HR. Metzger A Grel]a
. B \\ |
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