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 Thank you. I am pleased to have this opportunity to meet with you at this important time 
in the history of civilian nuclear cooperation between our two nations. Our national governments 
are continuing the process of putting into place the new Section123 U.S.-India Agreement for 
Civil Nuclear Cooperation. In the meantime, both the United States and India are anticipating 
and preparing for new business development and trade in the nuclear industry.  
  
 Let me say that in the United States there is currently a great deal of activity as the 
nuclear energy industry seeks to expand over the next several years. When I left Washington 
D.C. a few days ago, the NRC had received 17 license applications for 26 reactors. We expect to 
receive perhaps as many as two dozen applications, for more than 30 units, by the end of 2009.   
 
 In addition, our agency has been experiencing a significant increase in licensing activities 
with regard to power uprates and license renewals at operating power plants…. as well as 
uranium recovery and fuel processing facilities. And we recently received an application from 
the U.S. Department of Energy for a high-level nuclear waste repository at Yucca Mountain in 
Nevada. This very large and complex application contains over 8,000 pages with well over one 
million pages of supporting documents and technical reports.  
 
 We also have authority over the export and import of nuclear components and materials. 
Industries in the United States see themselves as participants in the global nuclear marketplace; 
and any new reactors in the U.S. will likely draw upon manufacturers and suppliers from many 
nations. So we anticipate, and are prepared for, significant new activity in this area…. and we are 
making every effort to maintain a four-month schedule for reviewing applications for import and 
export licenses.  
 
 In order to perform all this work, we have been increasing the staff at the NRC by about 
200 people per year over the last three years. Industry is also significantly expanding its effort to 
hire and train new employees. This workforce expansion includes not only the people necessary 
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to build and operate potential new plants, but also new employees to meet growing demand in 
the nuclear manufacturing sector. You may have heard that Areva and Northrop Grumman are 
cooperating to build a new facility for manufacturing large nuclear components in Norfolk, 
Virginia – which is a major center for forging and shipbuilding. As Ambassador Mulford also 
pointed out: there is a lot happening in the United States with regard to commercial nuclear 
energy! 
  
 The NRC promotes public confidence in the safety and security of nuclear facilities and 
programs by being a tough regulator with high standards. In fact, many believe that one of the 
strengths of the commercial nuclear energy sector in the U.S. is the NRC’s commitment to 
scientific objectivity, technical competence, and regulatory independence. 
 
  The high standards we demand in engineering, construction, and quality of components, 
as well as the thoroughness of our review process, may appear overly burdensome to some 
people.  Yet I would point out that while our activities may appear intrusive, the U.S. fleet of 
commercial nuclear plants operate at an average efficiency rate above 90 percent. In fact, many 
of the things we require as a regulator – such as high quality components and extensive operator 
training – contribute to efficiency. So it is my belief that these high standards actually benefit 
industry over the long term. It has certainly contributed, in my view, to the safe operation of the 
current plants in the U.S.; and to the high levels of public confidence in nuclear safety that we 
see today. Of course, the same rigor that we apply to help ensure the safe operation of U.S. 
nuclear power plants also extends to vendors and manufacturers through the whole supply chain. 
I wish I could take credit for the NRC’s good work as an enabler of safe nuclear power. But our 
agency’s strong reputation has been built up over many years, by thousands of hard-working 
men and women. Thanks to their efforts, the NRC’s certifications and licenses are considered by 
many to be the gold standard around the world.   
 
 In recent years, our agency has reviewed and certified four new commercial reactor 
designs. You may be aware that China announced plans to build several new reactors based on 
one of these designs: the Westinghouse AP 1000. Since the NRC had already certified the AP 
1000 design, this presented an opportunity for more extensive cooperation between our two 
nations – specifically, between our agency and the Chinese nuclear regulatory authorities. Last 
year, a team of NRC staff went to China and worked with their regulatory staff to train them on 
the U.S. review and certification process for the AP 1000. Over the next year, when construction 
of the AP 1000 reactors begins in China, the Chinese regulatory authority has invited the NRC to 
send inspectors to observe the construction activities.  
 
 This cooperation reflects the NRC’s commitment to building strong relationships with its 
regulatory partners. We believe that it is both expensive and unnecessary for regulators to 
operate in a vacuum. Moreover, we recognize that a higher degree of harmonization in nuclear 
plant designs will benefit public health and safety, industry, and regulators. One of the most 
important international projects currently underway in this area is the Multinational Design 
Evaluation Program, or MDEP. This is a joint effort involving the U.S., and eight other nuclear 
nations to promote cooperation on aligning reactor designs, codes, and standards.  
 
 MDEP applies to current reactor technology. But to promote multilateral cooperation on 
developing the next generation of reactors, the U.S. is also involved in a project called the 
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Generation IV International Forum. At the NRC, we view nuclear safety as a global concern, 
requiring global cooperation, and I have repeatedly urged active engagement, by both the NRC 
and industry, in international nuclear organizations and projects. 
 
 On that note, let me conclude by mentioning the excellent relationship that exists between 
the nuclear regulatory communities in India and the U.S. The NRC has a longstanding 
relationship involving nuclear safety cooperation with the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board of 
India, and we have been meeting several times each year for over five years.  
 
 I am very pleased to tell you that last year, two AERB scientists served as temporary 
experts on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff in the Office of Nuclear Reactor 
Regulation, and the Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research. We look forward to the opportunity 
to host additional technical and scientific experts in the near future. We also look forward to our 
expanding cooperation in civil nuclear technology and information-sharing with India. I believe 
that this can further enhance safety, and can lead to significant benefits for both of our countries. 
The AERB has significant experience overseeing the licensing and construction of new nuclear 
power plants, and I believe that there is much we could learn from each other. 
 
 Therefore, I urge you to support your government in carrying through with the remaining 
steps that will lead to further cooperation between our nations in promoting safety and security in 
civilian nuclear technology.      
 
 Thank you for this opportunity to share a few thoughts with you.                                             
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


