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Re: Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement

We are particularly interested in the GElS for the In-Situ Leach Uranium Milling
Facilities since three of the regions cover large portions of Wyoming.

The draft GElS is inadequate in its discussion and analysis. NRC needs to include the
amount of information necessary for appropriate NEPS analysis. This analysis is very
important to allow public and governmental agencies to consider the environmental
impacts of uranium mining before they occur.

Uranium mining impacts air and water quality and existing land uses, such as ranching
and farming. Additionally, local roads, schools, housing stock and affordability, and

'1 hospitals will be under additional stress from an influx of workers and construction
activity.

Uranium mining companies have a long history of violating public health and
environmental protection laws. The only currently producing ISL company in Wyoming,
Power Resources, recently reached a settlement agreement with DEQ for $1.4 million.
Based on research, no ISL project has returned water to baseline conditions. So every
project has, in one way or another, contaminated aquifers. We wouldhope the GElS
would consider the compliance history of the industry and access the risk of these
companies in contaminating needed water supplies.

Neither NRC nor Wyoming DEQ has the staff or financial resources to sufficiently carry
out permitting, monitoring, and enforcement responsibilities. The GElS does not analyze
staffing needs and the need for additional public expenditures to carry out these projects
or the consequences to the public if these expenditures are not made.

The GElS does not appropriately consider the full cycle of nuclear energy, including
uranium mining exploration, energy production, and nuclear waste disposal. The GElS
also does not consider climate change and other foreseeable impacts of uranium mining.
These are all related impacts that should be considered under the GEIS.

NRC needs to consider additional mitigation and alternative options. The GElS includes
a variety of "best management practices" designed to mitigate environmental impacts.
However, these measures are not regulatory requirements. NRC should consider making
these practices licensing conditions; otherwise, they should not be considered as
appropriate mitigation. Local citizens are concerned about groundwater impacts, air
quality degradation, impacts to land use and wildlife, and public health and safety. NRC
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needs to implement enforceable measures that will mitigate or prevent those impacts.
Considering a full range of possible mitigation measures is critical to the NEPA process.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Marvin and Evelyn Griffin


