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1 PROCEEDTINGS

2 7:01 P.M.

3 MR. CAMPBELL: First of all, I want to
welcome everybody here tonight for our Generic
Envirenmental Impact Statement meeting for uranium
recovery. This is a public scoping meeting and so
this #s the initiation of a scoping process for
develeping a Generic Environmental Impact Statement
for uranium recovery facilities.

10 I do ask that everybody who is here to
turnieff your cell phone or at least put it on buzz
so that we're not interrupted while we're speaking.

13 I also ask that when people are speaking
that iwe have one conversation at a time or one
persan speaking at a time, that you speak directly
intoi1the mic and that you identify yourself and your
affihation for the court reporter. If he gives me
a funmy look, I'll just ask you to repeat your
infonmmation so that he can record it accurately.

20 I will say this is a transcribed meeting
and what that means is we will obtain a transcript
from2tonight's meeting and if you gave us your email
address, we will email that transcript to you. We
alsoz2intend to ultimately have a website put up with

the gtides from the presentation that will be
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available on the NRC website.

2 Okay. What I'd like to do is identify
myself. I'm Andy Campbell. I'm going to be the
facilitator tonight. 1I'm also the Deputy Division
Director for Environmental Protection and
Perfosmance Assessment in the Division of Waste
Management at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

And thke Division of Waste Management is responsible
for uranium recovery licensing, for environmental
reviaws, and for a number of other activities, low-
leveliwaste, decommissioning, and associated
actiu2ties.

13 So what we're going to focus on tonight
is the GEIS for uranium recovery. What I want to do
is insroduce the NRC staff and some staff from the
Centas for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analysis which
is our contractor in San Antonio, helping us develop
thisuis

19 To my left is Mr. Gregory Suber. Greg
is thke Branch Chief for Environmental Review. Bill
von Bill, he's the Branch Chief for Uranium
Recowvery. And Joan Olmstead, who is with the Office
of General Counsel for the NRC. Also Brad Werling,
here2fior the Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory

Analysis. Philip DuBois and Larry Canter, and they
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are helping us, they're here to listen and they're
helping us develop the GEIS.

3 Okay, the agenda as we have now is to go
over the NRC's roles and responsibilities in uranium
recovery GEIS, an overview of uranium recovery
facilsties. That will be Greg Suber talking about
the uranium recovery GEIS. And the overview of
uraniam recovery facilities will be Bill von Till.
Thereowill be a brief gquestion and answer period,
just 1for clarifying questions and then we're going
to open it up to public comments on the scoping
meeting.

13 So with that, what I'm going to do is
I'm geing to go ahead and turn it over to Greg.

I'll 1kave a couple opening remarks here and I'll be
standing here.

17 If you could go ahead and move the slide
up one. Okay.

19 So we want to cover our roles and
respansibilities at the NRC. Greg will do that with
one 2iide. Greg will talk about the environmental
review process. Bill will talk about our safety
review process for uranium recovery and then public
comments on the proposed GEIS. So I'm going to let

Greg2introduce himself in more detail.
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1 Go ahead, Greg. Thank you.

2 MR. SUBER: Good evening, everyone.
First3of all, I'd like to thank you all for coming
out te our scoping meeting. We know that it's
imporsant, well, we appreciate the fact that you
took ime out of your schedule to come and to
comment on our scoping process. I was talking to a
few people, so I know some of you traveled quite a
distarce to participate in the scoping meeting. And
I jusab want you to know that all your comments mean
sometthing to the NRC and we take them sincerely.

12 My name is Gregory Suber. And as Andy
said13I am the Branch Chief for the Environmental
Reviaw Section that's responsible for reviewing the
uraniem recovery licenses.

16 Right now, I'd like to take a few
minutieés to just basically outline where I'm going in
my pr@sentation. First, I'm going to discuss the
envinenmental regulations that the NRC itself has to
follow. Then I'm going to give you details about
the environmental review process that we're going to
undergo in producing this Generic Environmental
Impact Statement. And I'll end with describing ways
that 2all members of the public can participate in

our =26oping process.
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1 Next slide, please.

2 The first point I would like to make is
the NRC is an independent agency. And what that
means4is that the NRC reports only to the Congress
of the United States. As an independent agency, we
do not own or operate any of the utilities that we
regulate. We don't own mills. We don't own mines.
We dor't own nuclear power plants. We regulate
people who do. And in that, our priority in
fulfi1bling our regulatory responsibilities is health
and gafety of human beings and protection of the
envinonment.

13 And so the key message is that we
regulate. We are a regulatory body. Actually, it
is the Department of Energy's job to promote the
use, 16he civilian use of nuclear materials. It is
the NRC's job to make sure that anyone who uses that
matengal, uses it in a safe manner that protects
humanshealth and protects the environment.

20 Next slide, please.

21 The National Environmental Policy Act,
also2known as NEPA, was enacted in 1969. NEPA
requkges that all federal agencies use a systematic
appreach to consider the environmental impacts of

majorsfederal actions. It is what we call a
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disclasure tool. And by that, what we mean is the
Agency, the NRC, uses NEPA to communicate to the
publie what considerations are being evaluated when
we analyze a licensing action. What we do is we
disclese to the public the exact things that we're
lookirg for and then we invite the public to
communicate to us and to comment on our process, to
comment on the elements of our analysis that you
thinksare important.

10 Next slide.

11 NEPA also established the Council on
Envinonmental Quality within the Executive Office of
the Bzesident. Now the Council on Environmental
Qualigy, or CEQ, has two major responsibilities.

The fisrst is to advise the President on
envinenmental matters. And the second is to
coordinate the development of environmental policies
and imitiates. Now the CEQ regulations allow
fedenal agencies, like the NRC, to do several things
and ane of those is to combine related actions and
to a2single course of action and evaluate them in a
singbke EIS. And that is what is known from the
NRC'a3perspective as a Generic Environmental Impact
Statement.

25 Now other federal agencies do something
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similar and most of the time it's just nomenclature.
They call their reviews a Programmatic EIS. But
what a Generic Environmental Impact Statement allows
us to4do is take related topics, whether they're
related geographically or whether they're related by
subjeet matter, and group them so that you can have
an analysis that encompasses a majority of the
resousBce areas and the impacts that are going to
occurodue to those actions. And the NRC has done
thisiseveral times in the past. One of the most
recent examples was the Generic Environmental Impact

Statament for license renewals of operating nuclear

powen3plants.
14 Next slide, please.
15 I'm going to use the next few slides to

explasn how the NRC plans to develop and use the
GEIS i70r Generic Environmental Impact Statement, for
uraniam recovery licensing. First, I will discuss
the purpose of the uranium GEIS, and importantly,
discuss how the NRC plans to use it. I'm going to
describe the proposed scope of the GEIS. And I'm
going2to identify what resource areas we're going to
lookz2at in our evaluation. And lastly, I'm going to
explain to you how you can comment on our process.

25 The purpose of our uranium recovery GEIS
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is toladdress generically the environmental issues
common to in situ leach milling. The GEIS will
analyze environmental impacts of in situ leach
milling and compare them to other feasible
altersatives to that process. We plan to use the
GEIS as the basis for site-specific license
applications when those applications are submitted
to the NRC.

9 The NRC will adopt the conclusions of
the QEIS where they're appropriate and perform
additnional site-specific analysis in cases where
theraezare unique attributes at the site that cannot
be casered generically by the GEIS. In this way,
the NRC fulfills its obligation to NEPA in that you
have 18 generic evaluation supplemented by a site-
specific evaluation that addresses areas that cannot
be cavered under the generic EIS.

18 Next slide, please.

19 In the environmental scoping process, we
triedoto identify issues that should be addressed in
the @EIS. It's one of the most important parts of
our evaluation because first of all, it's at the
beginrning of evaluation and what it does it sets the
boundg for our evaluation. And also, it allows the

publ®e to participate in that and what public
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partieipation does is it helps us focus on things
that are important. There are a lot of things
we're3going to evaluate, but what we want to do is
we wanat to find out what you think is important so
that we can focus our evaluation on those issues.

In that way, we get your buy-in on our process. And
the information that you give us will add to the
qualigy of our environmental review because it will
make 3t more relevant.

10 Next slide, please.

11 This is a list of some of the resource
areas2that we look at when we're doing our
envinenmental impact statement. One thing I would
like 1#zo note is that this is just a general generic
list 15 There may be other things in a site-specific
analysis that we need to look at and we don't
neceagarily look at all of these issues at the same
depths For instance, if noise is not an issue, then
we'raonot going to concentrate on noise. If air
gqual2oy is not an issue, then we won't concentrate
on ar quality. What we concentrate on, what we
focu=z2on are the things that from a technical
standpoint are important and things from a public
perspective viewpoint are also important.

25 So when you look at this list, realize
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that it's not all inclusive. That it's just a
gener2c list to try to give you an idea of the areas
where3we look.

4 Next slide, please.

5 This slide gives you the schedule that
we have for the completion of the GEIS. As you
know, 7presently the scoping period which started on
the 24th, opened on July 24th with the publishing of

the Federal Register notice, goes until September

4th. 1050 from now until September 4th, you have an
opportunity to communicate with the NRC in a number
of ways which I will explain to you on the next
slidae3 to give us your input.

14 This is not the only opportunity you
will 1have, however. We will also have a draft
envimnenmental impact statement meeting with you
whera7we will come to you and we will show you your
commants and we will show you our evaluation. You
will ibe able to review what we wrote in our draft
EIS and once again comment on our process. So if
you think even after the scoping meeting and we have
our drzaft document, if there's an area where you
stilk3think we're deficient, you'll have another
opporiunity to comment on that area. And the

finaksissuance we predict at this time will be
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January of 2009.

2 Next slide.
3 Okay, there's a number of ways that you
can cemmunicate your scoping comments to us. First

of al%, as Andy said, this meeting is being
transeribed. And I would like to emphasize the
point 7that every comment made at this meeting is
goingson a transcript and will be reviewed for us,
by us9and incorporated into our review. So
sometthing that you say at this meeting tonight
carries as much weight as it would as if you wrote
us alletter or as if you sent us an email.

13 Your comments tonight are important to
us and they count. But if you don't want to comment
tonight, that's not a problem. You can write to us.
You aan send us your comments in a letter with the
addrass here, and by the way this information is
alsoi1en a handout paper that's outside on the table.
So ifioyou don't have it now when you leave, you can
get @ocontact list. So you can write to us to
subm2t your comments, or you can send your comments
by email.

Eithes way you choose is fine because all your
comments will carry the same weight.

25 Next slide.
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1 The key staff to contact at the NRC if
you have questions for the environmental review is
Mr. James Park. He actually works for me and he is
the project manager for the Generic EIS. And also,
Mr. B%ll von Till who is here this evening and who
will speaker after I do, after I get his name right,
is algo here and you can contact him by the contact
information that you see on the screen.

9 In conclusion, I'd like to thank you all
for aoming and I'd like to re-emphasize that scoping
commants are important to us and we take our
respansibility in protecting human health and
protaeating the environment very seriously and it's
imporntant for you to understand that we are a

regulatory body and that our emphasis is protecting

you. 16
17 Thank you very much.
18 (Applause.)
19 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you. Our next

speaker is Bill von Till from the Uranium Recovery
Branch.

22 MR. VON TILL: Again, welcome. I see a
lot @f familiar faces out there. My name is Bill
von B2ll. I'm the Chief of the Uranium Recovery

Licersing Branch. I've been working in this program
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for ahout eight years. I'm familiar with all of the
facil2ties here in Wyoming and New Mexico, Nebraska.

3 Our branch handles all of the policy and
oversight issues with these facilities. We handle
the technical and safety reviews for individual
applieations. As Greg mentioned before, Greg's
branch handles the review of the environmental part,
the NEPA part of these applications. And our office
in Region 4 in Texas handles the inspections of
thesaofacilities.

11 What I want to do is just open it up by

going2through what exactly is covered here. The NRC
regulates these facilities under the Atomic Energy
Act amd the facilities in question are conventional
uranism and thorium mills in situ leach uranium
extraetion facilities. I want to make a distinction
that 1eonventional uranium mines are not regulated
undengthe Atomic Energy Act. They're not regulated
by the NRC. They're regulated by the states,
Mineral Divisions, Mine, Mineral and Resources.
They bte regulated by the Mine Safety Health
Admir2stration. But they're not regulated by the
NRC. 23

24 Over the years, the NRC has mainly dealt

with2sonventional uranium mill tailing sites. These
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facilities create a large amount of tailings from
wastez2and they also have involved the uranium mines.
Nowadays, most of the industry would rather in
Ameriea go with in situ leach uranium extraction
facilities if the site conditions would permit that.
And s6 in the next three years, we're expecting on
the owrder of 14 new applications for brand new
facilsties in a number of states here in the western
United States. Eleven of those facilities are in
situilbeach facilities. So that's one of the reasons
we'railconcentrating on that particular technology as
far ag the scoping.

13 I'm just going to go through what
happaens when the NRC receives a site-specific
applisation for a mill. The first thing, even
befone this process begins, as I said, we're
antiaipating about 14 of these new applications.
We'vasbeen meeting with companies, some companies
we'vaomet with over five or six times, pre-
appltoation meetings to make sure that when the
appl2ecations come into us they're of high quality
and they're complete.

23 So the first thing we do when the
applfeations come in our door is we perform an

acceptance review. The purpose of that is to make
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sure that these applications are complete and that
they are of high quality. Because we've had to try
to ramp up with our resources with this new
resurgence in the industry, we have a limited number
of resources and we're going to be very stringent
with eur acceptance reviews. If the applications
are not of high quality and are not complete, we
will send them back to the companies and have them
try again. So we've been working with the companies
aheadoof time to make sure that these applications
are aamplete.

12 Then what happens is once we deem that
the application is acceptable for full technical
reviaw, it goes into two separate reviews which are
paralkel. One is in my branch which is the safety
and technical review, the actual license application
for tthese mills. And the other is the environmental
reviaw handled by the Environmental Review Branch
with 1@reg Suber.

20 I wanted to point out that when we deem
the Ricense application acceptable, we put a notice
of opportunity for hearing on our website. This
enabkas the public, if they choose, to try to
petikion for a hearing for this particular

appl2sation.
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1 I also want to point out that we work
with gtakeholders on a site-specific basis. We
always work with the states and in Wyoming, of
course, we work with the State of Wyoming DEQ.
We'resgoing to work with BLM, US EPA, EPA regional
offices. There's some people here tonight from EPA
and EPA Region 8; and Indian Tribes.

8 Once the facilities have been granted a
license, we continue our oversight with monitoring
reponbs and licensing reviews and our Arlington,
Texagloffice conducts inspections. These
inspaections can be yearly or they can be twice a
year 13 They can be every two years, depending on a
partieular facility. Now I just want to go through
and what do these things look like?

16 I apologize for the lighting. It's kind
of hawrd to see some of these photographs, but this
is ailgypical conventional mill site. It's a pretty
largaeofacility. It's a typical industrial-looking
facikaty. What you don't see here is the actual
wastelproducts for this operation which is called
the tailings. Now one distinction between the
conventional sites and the ISL sites is that for
conventional mill sites they're going to be handed

over 260 either the state or the Department of Energy
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for laong-term care in perpetuity. We have to make
sure that these tailings piles are safe to the
publie health and the environment for a thousand
years4 With the in situ leach operations, they're
decommissioned and reclaimed and restored for
unrestricted release. So there's a big difference
on these two facilities.

8 Now I'm just going to go over the ISL
process. Here's just a schematic of a typical
operabion with an ISL facility. As you can see
herejithis is the aquifer that they would actually
extraet the uranium from. Whoops, let me use
another laser pointer.

14 Most of the aquifers that people are
mining or people are extracting uranium from in the
Unitad States are low-grade ore bodies that were
formed by oxidation reduction and they're these roll
frontisdeposits as depicted here. Now you have to
have 1pight conditions to conduct ISL extraction.
You hkave to have a situation where there's actually
grourrd water in the aquifer. You have to have the
right2permeability for these aquifers and you have
to have confining layers above and below.

24 What the companies do is inject some

chem2sals, small amount of chemicals like oxygen and
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bicarhonate or carbon dioxide to loosen up the
uraniam out of the formation and put it in solution
and then pump it up for processing. This goes into
header houses which I'll show in a second here and
that #s pumped into either satellite plants or
central processing plants for continued processing.

7 One thing I wanted to point out too is
theress a lot of monitoring involved. With these
type of facilities, the main potential environmental
impaab is groundwater. There's very little surface
disruption. And so most of the potential
envinenmental impacts are groundwater. Because of
that 13the NRC and the states require a lot of
monitlering and we require restoration once the
companies have finished extracting the uranium.

16Here's the monitoring wells, here
horizontally. We also require monitoring above and
belowsthe confining layers here to make sure that
therabs not an excursion of the contamination to
otheroaquifers that are used for drinking water or
liveatock purposes.

22 This is hard to see, but this is a
typiceal look at one of these facilities. These
littke things here are the actual well heads and

theresare actual covers for the well heads. Some of
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theseifacilities have almost 10,000 wells or more.
These2wells are a number of production wells,
injecBion wells, and monitoring wells. These all
are tied into these little houses here which are
called header houses. The header houses are then --
the pvoduct is then pumped into either a satellite
operation or a central processing plant.

8 What does a central processing plant
look dike? Here's a typical facility. Just a
typiacal industrial-looking operation. This is a
centnal processing plant that receives the water,
production water from the well fields. And it goes
on taszfurther processing the end product, this
yellawcake which then goes on to other uranium field
cyclasfacilities with conversion, for enrichment,
and tlken fuel fabrication on its way to nuclear
powen7plants for fuel rods.

18 This slide, I just want to point out a
couple of things here. As I mentioned before,
therebs a lot of monitoring involved with these
operations. And this is a typical well field
operation here. You have a monitoring well ring
that 2surrounds this extraction operation. These are
norm2ily about 400 to 500 feet apart from one

another.
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1 And the other thing I want to point out
is that before -- the NRC has its own process with
licensing these facilities, but the EPA also
requires that these aquifers where they're going to
extrast uranium are exempted under the Safe Drinking
WatereAct before they can ever come in and extract
uraniom. These aquifers or portions of these
aquifers already have elevated levels of
radionuclides, of metals, and so what the EPA does
is laok at criteria to exempt this aquifer in
perpatuity for particular use. In this case here,
the aquifer exemption boundary, this is the well
field3and this is monitoring well ring.

14 One other thing I wanted to point out is
agains after the facility is licensed, the NRC
contiBvues its oversight out of our branch for
licensing reviews and we inspect the facilities on a
yearly or every two years or twice a year we inspect
it far safety and health and environment. We also
work2with in this state, the Wyoming DEQ that also
regubates these facilities under the underground
injection control program.

23 That's the end of my slides. So what
we're4going to do now is turn it over to Andy and

turn2it to your comments.
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1 MR. CAMPBELL: Can everybody hear okay?
My voice booms out, but if you need the mics turned
up a *ittle bit, we can turn them up. It's just we
were getting some feedback.

5 What I would like to do now is I have
people who filled out the yellow cards. I've kind
of sorted through them and more or less spread them
out in terms of some of the areas of interest. I
will #ntroduce very briefly the person just to let
you kmow who is going to speak next and then I'll
just 1gay the next person after that will be so and
so, Jjust so you don't get hit cold.

13 I do ask that you identify yourself at
the microphone and your affiliation and I think we
have 1time for certainly five minutes. There will be
probakly some time at the latter part of the meeting
if yau had not requested to speak, there may be some
time 1for that, but before we get started on that,
what 13 wanted to ask is if there are any specific
questions for either of the speakers that would

clar2fy your understanding of what they've

presented?
23 (No response.)
24 If not, why don't we go ahead and get

started with the public comments. The first speaker
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will bhe Nancy Hunter.

2 Nancy, please introduce yourself,
ident2fy yourself and speak clearly in the mic. And
let's4hope it's on. Sounds like it.

5 MS. HUNTER: Good evening. My name 1is
NancyeHunter and I am with United States
Congresswoman Marilyn Musgrave's office of Loveland,
Colorado. Congresswoman Musgrave represents the
Fourth Congressional District of Colorado. We cover
the eastern plains where agriculture indeed is king.
And Iihave a letter here from the Congresswoman that
I wankted to read this evening and Mr. Campbell, I'll
presant you with a copy of that.

14 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you.

15 MS. HUNTER: This is directed to the
Chaimman, Dr. Dale Klein for the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.

18 "Dear Dr. Klein: I write today to
exprass my concerns and strong opposition to any
effortb to degrade water quality standards by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission as it prepares a
Gener2c Environmental Impact Statement for uranium
milldng facilities. Many of my constituents have
contaeted me to express their concerns over proposed

in s®Bu uranium mining site in Weld and Laramie
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Counties. Chief among their concerns is the
potential impact this proposed mining could have on
our groundwater resources in northern Colorado. I
oppose any effort by the NRC to usurp the authority
of state health departments and the Environmental
Proteetion Agency over water quality, and it is my
firm conviction that any effort to impose inferior
watersquality standards by the NRC would undoubtedly
impact public health, the environment and local
agriaulture. Therefore, in situ mining operations
must 1mot be allowed under any circumstances to
flaunt either state or EPA water quality standards.
Colomado and the Rocky Mountain west are blessed
withian abundance of natural resources and as
stewasds of these resources we are required to
ensune that resource development is done in a
respansible way that ensures the health and safety
of the public. On behalf of my constituents and the
Colonado Fourth Congressional District I again
reitepvate my strong opposite to any actions during
this 2GEI process that in any way lowers water
qualty standards. Sincerely, Marilyn Musgrave,
Congrasswoman from Colorado's Fourth Congressional
District."

25 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you, Nancy. I
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appreaiate that.

2 MS. HUNTER: Thank you, sir.

3 MR. CAMPBELL: Next speaker is Rick
Chancellor from the State of Wyoming, Department of
Envirenmental Quality.

6 After Rick, would be Wayne Heili of
Ur-Energy, USA, Inc.

8 MR. CHANCELLOR: Good evening. I'm Rick
Chancellor of the Wyoming DEQ. Welcome to Wyoming.
I'd like to say that thank you for inviting us here
but Iican't say that because you didn't contact us
in adwvance and we like to cooperate with the NRC in
this iprocess, but so far we need to have a two-way
streat there. So please contact us when you come to
the gasate. We'd be happy to show you around and
work 1with you.

17 The Governor's office has asked that we
be ai1eooperating agency in this process. A formal
lettar was sent from this office to NRC. Wyoming is
very 2interested in this process because of those 14
new facilities you talk about over half, three
quarters of those will be in Wyoming. So Wyoming is
veryp3very interested in their process. We want to
cooperate in the permitting of these new facilities

and want to work with you to that effort.
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1 I'd like you to think about the
possibility of opening an office in the west. 1In
the past, there was an office in Denver that we
cooperated with very closely in the past and with
all these facilities in the west coming up, maybe
you skould be thinking about that also.

7 We're very interested in how you view
the gsoundwater cleanup. In the past, NRC was not
involved with the groundwater cleanup at in situ
siteao That position has now changed and we'd be
intenested in how you plan to do that in the future.
Thank2you.

13 MR. CAMPBELL: Okay. We do apologize to
Wyoming. We normally would have done a little bit
of ailkeads up contacting the State of Wyoming prior

to the release of the July 24 Federal Redgister

notiae. Because of the rush of things, we did not -
- thas did not happen. We will make use that does
not happen in the future with Wyoming or any other
states that are involved in this process.

21 And we did receive the request from the
State20f Wyoming to be a commenting agency, a
cooperating agency, excuse me, on the EIS process
and the NRC is considering that. That has to work

its way through the NRC system and we'll be talking
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to the State of Wyoming about that.

2 Thank you, Rick.

3 The next speaker is Wayne Heili. Please
identiafy yourself and your association.

5 MR. HEILI: On behalf of Ur-Energy USA,
I'd 1lske to express my appreciation to the NRC staff
for considering the adoption of the Generic
Envirenmental Impact Statement for uranium mining
and m2lling facilities.

10 My name is William Heili and I am the
Vice 1President of Mining for Ur-Energy. I've been
involved in conventional uranium milling and ISR
uraniam mining for nearly 20 years. Ur-Energy is
actively developing license application documents
for asnew ISR facility in Wyoming with the
expeatation of submitting that application to the
NRC later this year. If market conditions remain
favornable, it's likely that Ur-Energy would be
submiktting additional applications for additional
facikidties in coming years. With the current
actiwvities centered around licensing, Ur-Energy has
a fubk? appreciation of the rigorous nature of the
regulatory requirements for modern uranium recovery
facilities.

25 Ur-Energy strongly supports this GEIS
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initiative. We believe that an industry-wide
standard environmental impact statement can be a
comprahensive and robust document that fully
addreagses all of the foreseeable environmental
impacss of this growing, yet mature, industry. Ur-
Energy is committed to ensuring that the GEIS
rigorously addresses the common environmental
aspects and impacts from ISR facilities.

9 While supporting the GEIS effort, we
also1vecognize that each facility will have unique
aspeats that will require site-specific review. Ur-
Energy believes that with a broad-based
envinenmental report in place, the regulatory
commuaity and the public will be enabled to better
focuason reviewing the critical site-specific
aspeats of the application.

17 The end result will be a more efficient
and mere thorough license application review process
with iample opportunity for public involvement.
Thankoyou again for your time and consideration of
theseicomments.

22 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you, Wayne. The
next 28Bwo speakers would be Suzanne Lewis of the
Biodoversity Conservation Alliance. Suzanne. And

aftersSuzanne would be Donna Wichers of the Energy
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Metals Corporation.

2 MS. LEWIS: Good evening. My name 1is
Suzanne Lewis. I'm with Biodiversity Conservation
Alliance, a small nonprofit conservation
organization based in Laramie, Wyoming. We are a
watchdog group that works hard to protect wildlife
and wild places in this great State of Wyoming.

8 We certainly don't oppose extraction of
minerals or any resources in the state. Our goal is
to daowhat we can to make sure that that's done in a
respansible manner and that when folks leave the
stataz2it's the groundwater, the land, the wildlife
and the other resources are about the same as they
were lwhen people came. So that's our mission.

15 We're disappointed that this is a
Genenkc EIS, but we can't change that at this point.
So there are a number of requests that we have while
you'ne preparing this Generic EIS. One is that you
take1the time and I think it's particularly crucial
in thke scoping process to take the time to get to
know2the individual sites where these mines are
going2to be placed. It's not enough to sit in
Wash?rngton and make regulations and do business.

24 I encourage you to get out here on the

landpsmeet the people, talk with them. This meeting
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tonight and the others that you're holding are a
good gtarting point and I thank you for having the
opporBunity to be here, but you really need to get
out and meet the people in the communities that are
goingsto be impacted by this. And you need to see
the arvea where these mines are going to be. I grew
up and lived in the East for many years and lived in
Washington, D.C. for a number of years, so I know
what ®2t's like there, but the west is completely
diffaevent. And that's where most of this is going
to oaecur. So I would ask that you extend the
scoping period. It's just a little over 30 days and
that 1zeally isn't adequate time, I don't think, for
the public to be able to have input, particularly
thosascitizens in areas that are going to be
impaated the hardest. So I would ask that
you aextend the scoping period.

18 I would also ask that you get as much
inputivas you can from the people and not just from
indugbry. There are always at least two sides and
frequently more than two sides to every issue and so
it's2kmportant to get a broad-based look at what's
going3on and what the impacts really will be for
thosescommunities involved.

25 I would ask that you identify the issues
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with regard to restoration of sites when the mining
is complete and you shouldn't streamline this part
of the Generic EIS. That's a very critical part.

As I gaid earlier, we want to be sure that when
thosesfolks leave this State that the State is in at
leasteéthe same position, if not a better position,
than when they came here.

8 It's important to recognize that ISL is
not aone size fits all, that there are all
definidtely mining sites that are not appropriate for
that 1and that you take a very careful and close look
at each application and each site. I know that's
not necessarily part of the GEIS process, but I
encourage you to take the time to make it part of
that 1process.

16 Again, get out on the ground, look
around, see what's happening. See what's there and
what 1we as citizens want to protect in our great
Stateag

20 Groundwater, unlike in the east, is the
bloodiine of the west. Water for us is what enables
to be2here and exist here at all. If it's
contaminated, we can't go on. So I think you need
to understand that it's a very different situation

here 2in the west, that it's a critical resource that

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701(202) 2!



has tae be protected and if it costs a little more to
do that, then that's the price that needs to be paid
for the right to come in and take the resources.

4 I encourage you also to acknowledge in
your Generic EIS, talk about the history of what has
gone en in the past, what the legacy of that has
been.7 Be candid and forthcoming about what wasn't
done Bight the first time around and how we're going
to do9it better this time around.

10 I think the NRC needs to make a special
effont to be aware of what technology is out there
and this will take time and take work. But that's
critieal because if you don't know what's available,
you aan't require the best available technology. So
I enasurage you again to take the time to learn what
you need to learn in this process, so that you can
do the best job that you can for protecting the
othensresources out there.

19 I encourage you also to address what the
cumulative impacts will be from any mining site.
Amongiother things, what about depleted uranium,
hardened metals, nuclear waste. Take a look at the
unique geology of each place, the hydrology, the
culture of the place, because the west isn't all the

same 25 Each place is unique.
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1 Look at what the current land uses are
for that area. What do the people here value? What
do they want to see protected?

4 And I guess I would close with saying
that ¥ think the NRC, it behooves you to have as
broadea knowledge as possible going into this
permitting process so take the time now to learn
what gou need to know to do the best job that you
can because when we get in the middle of it, it's
too lhate to be learning at that point. It's better
to knaow ahead what you're getting into and plan well

and act well.

13 Thank you again for the opportunity to
be haze.
15 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you. I think

Gregilean address the gquestion about the time frame
for tthe public comments.

18 MR. SUBER: Actually, thank you for
thosagocomments. There are actually a couple of
things that I'd like to address. First of all, this
is az2scoping meeting and it is the beginning of our
procegs, but one thing we need to realize is that
most 26f the things are still on the table, so we
don'tshave to rigidly go with the present schedule

that 2se have with respect to scoping comments. We
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can take that and we can go back and we can look at
that and reevaluate whether September 4th is a
realistic date for scoping comments.

4 But I would like to make one
clarification. When we were talking about the GEIS
review, every site-specific application will receive
another environmental review. And if I didn't make
that elear in my presentation, I apologize. The
GEIS ®#s a bounding review, but when an application
comegoin, the NRC will perform a site-specific
envinonmental review and a site-specific safety
reviaw for that particular location. And during
that 1zeview, we always have site visits and we
alwaya come out to check out the lay of the land and
to examine local features and look for things that
are particularly unique to that site so that we can
include those in the review. And I just wanted to
make 1ghat point that there are two reviews, the
genenic review which is a bounding review, but a
sitezepecific review that are going to look at those
unique issues that everyone here seems to be
interested in.

23 MR. CAMPBELL: What we're going to do is
I see4a hand up, but what I'd like to do is go

throegh the people who have submitted cards. There
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will ke time for questions from the audience at that

point2 Thank you.

3 Donna Wichers.
4 MS. WICHERS: Wichers.
5 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you. From Energy

Metals Corporation.

7 MS. WICHERS: My name is Donna Wichers.
I am B8he Senior Vice President of Energy Metals
Corpowation, a publicly-owned energy company listed
on bath the New York Stock Exchange and the Toronto
Stock1Exchange.

12 Energy Metals' corporate strategy is to
become the premiere uranium producer in the United
Statas through the acquisition, development and
produstion of our multi-million pound uranium
resources, most of which are amenable to the low-
cost 1environmentally acceptable in situ recovery
proceass.

This iwould be within the States of Wyoming, Texas,
New Mexico, Colorado, and Utah.

21 We've assembled one of the most
experienced operational teams of ISR uranium mining
professionals in the U.S. Currently have a full-
time 2ataff of more than 60 geologists, engineers,

envirenmental managers, land specialists and
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operational personnel. We've reached almost $2
billien in market capitalization and we feel that
we're3ideally poised to take advantage of the
curreat market demand for uranium.

5 Our first uranium production center will
be inesouth Texas at the Palangana ISR satellite
which7will feed our existing Hobson Central
Processing Plant also in south Texas. Licensing
with the State, the TECQ in Texas is well under way
and we expect first production in late 2008.

11 Our second planned production center is
the Moore Ranch ISL property located here in Wyoming
in Campbell County. Later this summer, we will be
submigzting our environmental and technical reports
to the NRC in support of a new source material
license for uranium production at Moore Ranch.

17 Energy Metals Corporation is supportive
of the NRC's initiative to prepare a Generic
Envinenmental Impact Statement for in situ recovery
operavions, as we believe that a document such as
this2would be beneficial for informing the general
publ2e of the small impact from ISR mining and also
becauwse it could reduce the costs and time involved
in aggessing the common aspects of these facilities.

A docsment such as this would also be valuable
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reference for NRC non-agreement states such as
Wyoming, as well as agreement states such as Texas.
3 However, we do have concerns that the
overail NEPA process and preparation of the Generic
EIS for both the conventional and ISR facilities
couldetake away valuable staff time from their
review of pending and future licensing actions
including our Moore Ranch submittal to be turned in
this gummer. We would therefore ask that NRC use to
the axtent possible contract sources for the GEIS
prepatration. I see the center is here so I guess
that iwould be considered contract source. And this
would3allow current NRC staff to continue their
reviaw of pending and future licensing actions.

15 In all probability, the GEIS for ISR
uraniém recovery will not be issued in time or be
available to us as a resource for the review and
apprasal of Energy Metals' Moore Ranch license
application. We therefore strongly encourage NRC to
conttnue its 20-year long practice of licensing new
ISR facilities under an environmental assessment or
EA wk2ch still falls under the NEPA process and
publ®e scrutiny.

24 Energy Metals does not agree with NRC's

new poelicy that equates ISR to milling because
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milling is crushing, grinding, and processing rock
for its uranium content above ground with the
ultimate surface disposal of large volumes of
radioactive mill tailings that must be deeded over
to the U.S. Government or the state for long-term
survesllance, and none of these things occur in the
ISR process.

8 So we can understand why NRC requires
the fwull EIS to issue the milling licenses, but we
do nab understand the need for an EIS for individual
ISR flacilities when clearly the potential
envinonmental impacts are much smaller and more
manageable than for a true milling operation.

14 So we are hopeful that the Generic EIS
for ISR facilities will conclude that an EA is
suffieient for the continued licensing of ISR
projeets. So thank you again for the opportunity to
presanat our comments.

19 MR. CAMPBELL: And did you want to go
aheadoand submit that to the NRC?

21 MS. WICHER: Yes.

22 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you very much. Our
next 28peaker will be Mike O'Brien, Cook County Land
Use Rianning and Zoning Commission.

25 Mike. And then after Mike will be Glenn
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Catchpole.

2 MR. O'BRIEN: Hi, I'm Mike O'Brien. I'm
representing the Crook County, Wyoming Land Use
Planning and Zoning Commission. I'm the Vice
Chairman.

6 We currently have some exploratory
drilling going on in Crook County for in situ mining
and owr main concern is the possibility of water,
groundwater contamination. I'm not a geologist or a
hydrabogist so I don't fully understand all of the
potential ramifications, but just looking at your
slidag up there I can see potential for groundwater
contamination.

14 We, as a county, we have no mechanism to
protast the groundwater per se, and so we were very
gladiso get this announcement and see that you guys
were 1going to produce a Generic Environmental Impact
Stataeament. We plan on commenting on the process
throughout it and want to be as involved as
practicable.

21 Our main concern again is groundwater
and we hope that in the monitoring of the ISL
process that it's not just the mining company that's
doing4the monitoring. That is kind of like the fox

guard@ing the henhouse. So we hope that in your
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procegs you detail some third party monitoring or
overs2ght of the monitoring and also there be
suffieient bonding required of the mining company so
that 2f there is contamination that the land owners
and osther water users of that area are compensated
suffieiently. And I don't know how you do that. If
the water is contaminated, I would think that they
wouldsgend up having to supply groundwater for quite
some period of time or providing drinking and stock
wateno

11 But our concern is making sure that our
groundwater is protected. We want to see the
mining. We want to see the development. We just
want 120 make sure it's done in a very responsible
mannas and that there are avenues for compensation

if the unfortunate happens and there's

contamination.
18 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you, Mike.
19 MR. VON TILL: Thank you for comments.

I ju=eb want to make one clarification that I didn't
incluede in my slides, but for an NRC licensed
urantum milling facility, we do require financial
assurance. We require enough financial assurance so
that owe can come in and have a third party do all

the woerk that the actual licensee would do which
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wouldibe the decommissioning and reclamation of the
site and also groundwater restoration. So I just
wanted to make that distinction. And we do agree
that groundwater, the groundwater monitoring and
restoration part is very important. And that's why
I wasepointing out on the slides that we have quite
a lot7of monitoring wells for these facilities.
Thanksyou.

9 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you, Bill. I was
just 1checking with the court reporter, again,
reminding people to please speak clearly in the mic.
The m2c is adjustable a little bit, if it's too low
or tas tall, and we're going to put up on the screen
alsoi1ghe information for contacting us. I think I
can de that, just by hitting a button. Let me see.
Yes. 160kay.

17 And so I'm going to leave that up there.
Againg if you don't get a chance tonight or you
don'ttswant to tonight, make a comment, you can
certainly submit comments to us.

21 Glenn Catchpole. And after Glenn will
be J221 Morrison.

23 MR. CATCHPOLE: This is the first time
I'vezever had to raise a mic, so I feel pretty good.

25 (Laughter.)
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1 Good evening. My name is Glenn
Catchpole and I'm the President and CEO of Uranerz
Energy Corporation. Uranerz is a U.S. public
corporation, traded on the American Stock Exchange
and odr offices are here in Casper, Wyoming. Our
compasy has uranium properties in Wyoming that we
plan to bring into production using the in situ
recovery method of extraction. And we have informed
the U9S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission of our plans
to submit a source material license application to
themiby the end of this year.

12 To begin with, I want to thank the NRC
and their staff that is here today for allowing our
company to make a few brief comments on the
initiative by the NRC to prepare a Generic
Envinenmental Impact Statement for in situ recovery
and aenventional milling facilities. Before going
further, I want to state that my remarks pertain to
just 1#n situ recovery method of mining and not
conventional milling and my comments are as follows.

21 First, our company is concerned with the
statement in the NRC news release that this GEIS is
intenrded to address the common issues associated
with2environmental reviews of ISL and conventional

facibkities located in the western United States.
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It's aour opinion and contention that there are only
a lim?2ted number of common issues related to the
aforementioned methods of uranium extraction and
procegsing and that industry and the public would be
bettes served if the NRC prepared separate GEISs for
each.6 The operational and environmental issues
associated with these two types of production
facilsties are substantially different and therefore
it is9our recommendation that the GEIS process
should not lump conventional milling facilities and
in situ recovery facilities into the same document.

12 Second, we question why the NRC has
decided that planned, new in situ recovery
facilities in Wyoming must go through the full
envimenmental impact statement process in order to
receive a source material license.

17 Wyoming has had continuous uranium in
situi1Becovery operations for about 30 years. And
whilaothe first operations were required to go
throegh the full EIS process for licensing, the NRC
must 2have determined that based on the demonstrated
compkrance of these early operations, including
grourdwater restoration, it was not necessary for
the Tater projects to go through the full EIS

process.
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1 It's our understanding that a recent
change in federal regulations on 11 (e) (2) material
may have prompted the NRC to require a full EIS on
new im situ recovery projects. If this is the case,
then we would like to suggest that any GEIS on in
situ Becovery facilities focus just on the 11 (e) (2)
issue7which should significantly shorten the
process.

9 Third, this comment does not relate
direably to the purpose of the meeting, but Uranerz,
and mast likely other companies are concerned
whether the NRC will have a large enough
profassional staff to timely review the source
maternial license applications for in situ recovery
facilhtties that are expected to be submitted over
the next couple of years and on into the future.

17 We recognize that the NRC is a large,
regulatory body that has grown up around the nuclear
powenodplant industry. And there is a concern that
the @vowing human resources' needs on the reactor
side2af the Agency may leave the uranium recovery
sectar of this Agency understaffed. It is requested
that 28he Commission be informed of our concerns on
this2issue. Nuclear reactors are not of much value

if they cannot get the uranium they need for fuel.
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1 I have a couple of additional comments I
would2make that are not written, but I would
encousage the NRC and the DEQ to resume their
discugsions on a possible Memorandum of
Understanding regarding the regulation of in situ
recovery mines. As it exists today, there's
duplieity between these agencies, occasionally
conflacting, that the Applicant has to sort out and
deal with, and we think it would be a much more
effiadent process if somehow those two agencies
couldiget together and decide and to eliminate the
duplieity that we have right now.

13 I want to thank you very much for
organizing and conducting this meeting and
espeasally for holding the meeting in a city that
once lwas the uranium capital of the world and in the

stata7that has the largest uranium resource. Thank

you. 18
19 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you very much.
20 Greg, did you want to say anything?

Okaypiwe'll take these as comments.

22 Jill Morrison of the Powder River Basin
Resouwsce Council.

24 After Jill, Marion Loomis, of the

Wyomtrg Mining Association.
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1 MS. MORRISON: Thank you very much. My
name 2s Jill Morrison. I work with the Powder River
Basin3Resource Council. It's been around since
1973.4 It's an organization of citizens and
ranchers, land owners concerned about resource
develepment in Wyoming and ensuring that that
develgpment is done in a responsible manner,
proteets health and safety of the public, involves
the public in our democratic process to the fullest
extent and arrives at good stewardship of our
beauttiful state and important resources.

12 And I thank you very much for your time
and fier the effort you made to come here and involve
the public.

15 I would like to ask first off that you
do extend the scoping comment period. I do know
that iwe just found about this very recently and we
try te watch for these things, to act as a sort of
cleandnghouse or outreach to the general citizen,
landawner, public in Wyoming that might not know.
We have recently been contacted by a lot more
landawners who are very concerned about uranium
minirg in their backyard, on their land, around
their4acommunities, and those impacts. And I think

the werd needs to go out in a much greater public
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outreach effort. I do appreciate the notice that I
saw in the paper, but I think we need to get a few
more of those out in the smaller newspapers in the
state4and just try to involve the general public as
much as possible, particularly those people that are
goingsto be directly affected.

7 I would also like to address -- I'm a
little confused about a Generic Environmental Impact
Statement. Although I think when you compare it to
a pragrammatic statement I do have a little better
undenstanding, although I don't think I've ever seen
a pragrammatic EIS cover the entire western U.S.

13 I'm not sure if you're biting off more
than iyou can chew. Maybe it's important to do this
greatisbig one for some particular reason, which I
havenét had enough time to think about and explore,
but 1%d like you to possibly delineate those in this
document in some way why we're looking at a huge
document covering the entire western U.S.

20 I do think it's very important to have
an enrvironmental impact statement that covers the
cumubative impacts of many of these projects. I
want 23- ask that you disclose the numbers of
projeets that are being proposed that you are aware

of, their exact locations, and as much as you know
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aboutithose facilities at this time in this
document .

3 I also ask that you disclose how these
propexties are leased, how the split estate or
surfase landowner can have a say at what points
because I think there's a lot of confusion among the
landowning public what their rights are as surface
land ewners in the uranium mining staking or leasing
or however that whole process works.

10 I also ask that you very clearly
disclaese and describe the history of uranium mining
and d2sclosure of the environmental impacts to
extrame and particular interests is groundwater and
surfaee water; people's water resources that have
been 1tmpacted and how and potentially will be
impaated and how.

17 I think there's a lot of documentation
studies. I ask that you cite in document studies
that 1show the extent of groundwater contamination,
the ertent of that existing contamination to
aquifers that are or were used in the past for
livegbtock and domestic use.

23 One of the things that we have here in
Wyombag are overlapping impacts of other resource

develespment and something that a couple of
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geologists have mentioned, one being the late and
very famous Dr. David Love is the impact of uranium
in siBu mining and cold bed methane dewatering
operations. And I'd like to see some analysis and
disclesure of potential impacts between those two
typeseof resource mining industries and any others
that we might not currently be aware of that you may
or others may. I think you have a big job ahead of
you in terms of volume of information that exists
and tthe need to pull that together in this document
so that we can fully understand the implications of
the potential development.

13 I would like to make sure -- I didn't
see 1# on your incomplete list. I want to make
sure lsbecause it's a very important resource in
Wyomisg is our wildlife. Impacts to wildlife,
impaatts to habitat fragmentation, impacts in
relatiton to the mobilization of other contaminants
that 1@an affect wildlife like selenium or that can
affecto livestock. I know there have been some
probkems in the past and I'd like to see those
disclkesed and discussed in the document.

23 I think the cleanup and restoration is
an area of much confusion to the public. We hear

that 2ges, contamination occurs with the in situ
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uranium mining, but we are able to go in and clean
this uwp. Could you please describe how that's
conducted, how that's done, how it's worked in the
past, 4if it's been successful or not, what the
diffesences are within the state regulatory bodies
in tesms of how much cleanup has to take place or at
what Yevel do we have to come back to because I know
here #&n Wyoming we've relaxed some of those
regulations for restoration groundwater and I think
that mmeeds to be fleshed out.

11 Please clarify bonding and bonding
requizements in the document and disclosure of
thosaz I think those are the basic concerns and
issuas we hope to see addressed.

15 One of the things I don't understand and
I haven't seen and maybe you want to discuss a
little bit, there's a lot of interest by foreign
corpasations primarily in many foreign corporations
in mining uranium in the United States and in
WyomPng. I'd like to know what regulations govern
fore2gn corporations when they come to mine in our
countrzy. Do we prohibit certain companies and allow
others? Can we have China mining uranium? Is it
just 2€@anadian companies? Is it Russian companies?

How @6 we -- how is that determined and decided?
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1 I'd also like to know more about how --
what'g the completeness criteria for applications
that are submitted, so those are some of the other
qguestions that came up.

5 There were a lot of citizens that wanted
to beshere tonight that are actually in Crook County
at a @ommissioner meeting about some proposed
develepment in that area, so I do again want to
emphagsize the need to extend the comment period so
that iwe can get the word out to more folks who are
goingito dealing with this directly. Thank you very
much 12

13 MR. CAMPBELL: Okay, thank you, Jill.
Greg24 I think Greg wants to make some clarifying
commants.

16 MR. SUBER: Thanks a lot for those
commants. There are two issues that I wanted to
addrass just quickly because they've come up a
couple of times. This concept of cumulative
impacbs, I just wanted to reiterate or maybe state
for the first time that cumulative impacts are
evaluwated in our environmental reports. We're going
to da3it at the initial stage for the GEIS and of
courge we're going to do it on a site-specific basis

because that's one of the analyses where the
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cumulative impacts are going to change from location
to loeation so I just wanted to make that
clarifiication, that cumulative impacts are going to
be evaluated in a GEIS.

5 I also wanted to make a statement about
decommissioning because when a licensee wants to get
rid off his license, they have to come to have that
licenge amended. And when they try to amend that
license they have to apply again to the NRC to have
decommissioning -- they have to have a
decommissioning plan. They have to have that
decommissioning plan approved. And the NRC is
active in ensuring that they meet our
decommissioning criteria. So I just wanted to make
thosastwo clarifications that cumulative impacts are
goingeéto be evaluated and it is the licensee's
respansibility to meet NRC's regulations for
decommissioning.

19 MR. CAMPBELL: Joan, did you want to
address the applicability of our regulations to

companies, whatever country they come from?

22 Joan is from our Office of General
Counegel.
24 MS. OLMSTEAD: Yes, I'll have to get

back 260 you on that because that's not an area I've

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701(202) 2!



T

dealtiwith right now, but I'm sure I can find
somebeody in the office that has.

3 MR. VON TILL: One thing I wanted to
point4out, most of these companies are United States
compasies. They may have parent companies that are
Frenck or Canadian, but again, Joan can get back on
the details of our exact review from a foreign
corporBation standpoint, but most of these companies
are American companies here in Casper, Wyoming and
Denvapn, Colorado and throughout the United States
they imay have parent companies, like Chemeco or
Kojima, French, Canadian-type companies, Australian
companies, but we do look at that. Thank you.

14 MR. CAMPBELL: And I will say that our
regulatory framework, I don't believe distinguishes
betwaen foreign ownership or U.S. ownership in terms
of what regulations apply. Our regulations apply to
a pamBicular process, apply to a nuclear power
planty applies to materials facility, fuel cycle
facikiaty, a number of other operations that we
regubate or the states regulate through the
agreement state programs. Those regulations apply
acro2s the board regardless of where that company is
located, if that was the issue. The details of how

we wauald address a foreign company, I think Joan can
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probakly provide some more information, but let me
make elear. Our regulatory framework applies to
actions occurring within the United States.

4 MS. OLMSTEAD: I just want to clarify.
I thimk your question was how a foreign company
takeseover another company or gets permission to
come iIn?

8 MR. CAMPBELL: Why don't we take this up
afterwards, separately, so that we don't interrupt
the ather people who wanted to provide comments at

thisipoint in time.

12 Marion Loomis from the Wyoming Mining
Assoaiation.
14 MR. LOOMIS: Thank you. It's a pleasure

to bashere and I appreciate your coming to Wyoming.
I amiMarion Loomis, the Executive Director of the
Wyoming Mining Association. We represent the
bentarite, coal, trona and uranium companies in
Wyoming. As you probably know, Wyoming leads the
natian in the production of uranium with about two
millPen pounds of production. Since the increase in
the price of uranium the last two years, we've seen
a tremendous increase in activity in uranium
explaration in Wyoming and we feel it's very

imporsant that the United States use more uranium
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produeced from secure sources here in the United
Stateg, rather than from foreign countries.

3 And it's already been mentioned, but
Wyoming has the largest reserves of uranium in the
United States and we feel that that resource needs
to beesedeveloped. If we're ever going to reduce our
reliance on foreign sources of energy, it's going to
be imperative that we produce significant portion of
the 50 million pounds of uranium used in U.S.
nuclear power plants from domestic sources. In
ordenito do that, it is critical and the permitting
of naw facilities proceed in a logical and timely
mannas.

14 Many of the comments I have here have
already been stated, so I'll be brief on them, but
we support the NRC's initiative to prepare a Generic
Envinonmental Impact Statement for ISR uranium
mining. There are a number of pending projects in
Wyoming and other states that will benefit from
theseocefforts to assess a common environment aspect
and Impacts of these low-impact facilities on a
gener?c basis. We feel that could reduce the cost
and time involved in licensing of the projects and
willz2allow the staff to concentrate on the site-

spec2fic aspects of each project.
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1 We also support updating the 1980
Gener2c EIS for conventional uranium milling. There
are saveral existing facilities that have announced
plans4to resume production at a future date and at
leastsone new milling facility has been announced.
The 1880 GEIS is out of date, but could be updated
to asgess new milling techniques and technologies
and their environmental impacts.

9 We believe that an update to the
convantional uranium milling GEIS should be
perfarmed independent of the preparation of the
Genen?2c EIS and that comment has been made before
and we certainly support those companies that have
statad that.

15 We're concerned that an effort to
prepare a Generic EIS for conventional milling and
ISR mining may adversely affect the progress by the
staffison pending and future license applications,
therafore we would encourage the NRC, as much as you
can, 200 use outside sources to supplement the NRC
staffiin preparing the draft documents to avoid the
adverge impacts to NRC review of pending license
applteations.

24 We believe that a Generic EIS for in

situ2secovery and updated GEIS for conventional
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uranium milling will provide potential licensees

with up-to-date guidance and information on

envirenmental impacts of ISR and uranium milling

that will further improve future baseline

envirenmental evaluations and license applications.
6 I thank you for the opportunity to

comment and look forward to working with you in the

future.
9 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you very much.
10 At this point I have three cards from

people who weren't quite sure if they wanted to say
anyth?ng. If you don't mind I'll call out your

name 13 If you don't want to say anything just say

no. 14
15 Mark Hollingbach?
16 MR. HOLLINGBACH: It's been said.
17 MR. CAMPBELL: Okay. Linda Layman.
18 MS. LAYMAN: Kind of bear with me, I

kindi1ef knew about being around people. My name is
LindaoLayman and my husband worked in Lucky MC Mine
in 1276 and in May 27th of 2002 he passed away from
urantum poisoning in his right lung. I'm here to
try e help a lot of these people have come up dying
or being sick. I got letters from people around

WyomPrg. I want to read you one of them.
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1 "Dear Mrs. Layman, I was told about you
and yoeur wanting to change the laws on the time
dates3that are involved in getting the money on this
uraniam issue. I am all for you and also willing to
help shange these rules. I also have cancer, T-cell
lymphema. I worked in the uranium mine in mill for
Union7Carbide in the gas hills for a long time.

This khas caused me a lot of money, hardship, and
much pain as I will have the rest of my life take
very lexpensive treatments for the rest of my life.
Howewer, lung, that is my main cancer, doctor is in
Houstien, Texas at a cancer center in the hospital
which3the cost is astronomical. I also would like
to gat involved in helping change the rules as my
dategsalso fall just short of receiving any money
fromigthe fund, even though I worked in very
dangarous and dirty and hot uranium active places.
I wild need to get the government to work with us as
well 1@s increasing amount of the paycheck money we
shoukd have already gotten which would not be much
now. 21I have already spent a lot of more money than
they2are talking about as well as many hardships to
do sa3 I am willing to go to Cheyenne or
Washfagton, D.C. to help change these rules. Thank

you. 25Larry Schroeder from Riverton, Wyoming."
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1 I've checked into a lot of people that
have passed away in Wyoming from working in the
mill.3 That's what my husband was working. I'm here
to hopefully help all these people to make sure that
they won't come up sick. And this is why I'm here.

6 I'm not post-testing anything, but
there¥s a lot of people that are coming up dying and
beingsgsick. And I'm wondering about their safety in
the m2ll when you start over again in starting the
minegao Can you give me an answer on that?

11 MR. CAMPBELL: I think that what we can
do ig2if you would like you can submit the letters
or wa3ll be happy to take copies of the letters, if
you'd4slike. There is an extensive safety review
that 1goes on during the licensing process. We do
that 1ehrough the environmental -- not the
Envinonmental Review Branch, the Uranium Recovery
Branak and I think we can take those as comments.
I'm not sure what the specific question is.

20 MS. LAYMAN: What I'm worried about is
the people that are working in the mill today. Are
they2going to come up sick from working in the mill
arourd the yellowcake?

24 MR. VON TILL: Let me address one thing.

We are aware that in the past there was a lot of
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exposure from people working in the uranium mines,
the conventional uranium mines. Today, we have
stringent regulations with these facilities, these
uraniam mill facilities. We just toured one of the
facilities today. They have a lot of environmental
monitering, radiological monitoring and the NRC
performs inspections and licensing reviews to make

sure Bhat these workers are safe from these

operakions.
10 These facilities, anything that's
regulated by the NRC is particularly -- has a lot of

overa2ght relative to other facilities like chemical
facilities because it includes radiation exposure.
So Ii13just want to assure you that today in modern
timeas the NRC does look out for the workers at
thesaseplants. They look out for the people that
surraund these plants and we feel that the operators
in the industry right now are doing a good job of
trying to protect the workers of these plants.
Thankoyou for your comments.

21 MS. LAYMAN: You're welcome.

22 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you very much. We
had aone more person, Echo, did you want to comment?
I carit pronounce your last name, if you could

pronaunce it for me that would be great.
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1 MR. MOORE: Good evening. My name 1is
Echo Moore-Klaproth and I think you heard the Moore
Ranch3over here. Our ranch is a little south of the
partieular area that's being explored now and as a
landowner our questions are very similar to all of
the oses that have already been mentioned this
evening, so I don't intend to reinvent the wheel
here.s8 However, I do want to stress the significance
of our concern for water.

10 As a rancher, my dad always said to us,
you atre not in the livestock business. You're in
the grass and water business because without them
you ase not in the livestock business. And on our
partieular small place it's in southern Campbell
Countig, northern Converse County. We straddle the
bordar. And in our particular situation, as a child
we had several, like eight or nine natural springs
on ous land, just on our place alone. Those are now
all deied up. And it's due, in part, to all the
beautidful resources that are underneath that soil
that 2has raised our livestock. First, it was the
oil. 22And now it's methane. And they are now in the
upper3nine mile.

24 Our place is called Nine Mile, on upper

Nine2Mile, on a cousin's ranch and here we go again,
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taking more water out of the precious aquifer in the
Powder River Basin.

3 So please be very, very aware of our
concerns about water. Not only the aquifers, but of
course, the contamination part of it and I just
wanted to reiterate that.

7 We're such a small voice, we ranchers
here 2n the west. We're just totally outnumbered,
but we do appreciate the opportunity to have our
voicas heard at meetings like this.

11 I also have a question. Can land owners
stop 12icensing? And I think I know the answer to
that iBecause we've been watchdogs for a number of
yeara4with the other companies that have come in and
whilasit has taken a younger brother of mine who is
out tkere and he does it full-time now, he monitors
all the activity that is on our place because the
damage to our surface, to our grass, to our
livelhshood is extensive. And even though you say
that 2bhese little pods are a few hundred feet apart,
it just involves roads and more acreage and more
grasg2eaten up and I want to be sure that you
examtre and be sure that these people who are asking
for Ticenses understand that they're involving

anothker lifestyle and another person's business and
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that there needs to be compensation. It never does
compensate totally because our grass so low, such a
short3powered stuff and the soil is so hard it
doesnit recover, not quickly and not easily. And
partieularly in these days we're suffering a
terrible drought here. And it could be 50 to 75
years7 I'm serious about this, before our soil and
our land ever recovers.

9 So on top of that, we're going to add
one more impact so please be very aware of the
licensees need to be aware that we've had imminent
domain threatened, condemnation threatened for the
othem3minerals that are underneath our land. I hope
we dan't have to keep hiring attorneys just to
protast. We're four generations on this grass and
we wi&l keep hiring as long as we're financially
able1to, but hopefully an Agency like you can help
protaeet us by trying to assure the licensee people
that 1@ompensation does need to be made to people.

20 And I also wanted to thank Jill Morrison
froma2the Powder River Resource. I applaud you,
ma'amp for all of your questions and comments.
You're right on as is the lady from the Biodiversity
Conservation Group. Thank you both very much for

all that you do to protect this previous state that
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we call Wyoming and my home.

2 I thank you very much for letting me
speaks
4 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you very much,

Echo.5 I think there was at least one person who
wanted to speak.

7 Could you come to the mic and identify
yourself and your affiliation?

9 MR. BLEIZEFFER: Dustin Bleizeffer, the
Caspav Star Tribune.

11 MR. CAMPBELL: Can you get a little
closarz to the mic?

13 MR. BLEIZEFFER: Dustin Bleizeffer, the
Caspar Star Tribune. I was just curious if after
you aemplete the Generic EIS and you do the
indiw&dual reviews, is there a chance for public
commant in those individual reviews?

18 MR. CAMPBELL: Okay, I think Greg can
addrass that.

20 MR. SUBER: Presently, we are looking at
our process and we are, like I said, we're at the
firstostages of the -- we're at the first stages of
the review and we're trying to design our process to
maximize public interaction. So what we're doing is

we'restaking your comments here and we're seeing to
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what extent we're going to have public involvement
during the other phases of the review. But I'd like
to reikterate that not only at this meeting, but at
the dzaft stage for the GEIS, we'll come back and
have another public meeting so the public has
several opportunities to input into the decisions
that are being made.

8 MR. CAMPBELL: Greg, I think that also
if angenvironmental assessment is developed, that is
derived from a GEIS. There is also public comment
periad and maybe you can address that as well.

12 MR. SUBER: That is correct. Presently,
the way -- like I said, there are going to be two
reviaws done. The first, of course, is the GEIS.
And tlke second is a site-specific environmental
reviaw. Now that site-specific environmental review
will 1gtart off as what we call an environmental
assegsment. And in an environmental assessment we
look1at -- we look at the effects of all the
attributes that are under evaluation and we come out
with2ene or two things. We either come up with a
find?ng of no significant impact or we come out with
a finrding that we need to do a full-blown EIS. And
if we4decide that we need to do an full-blown EIS,

then2we'll have another scoping meeting and we'll
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have another draft environmental impact statement
meeting.

3 So there's the potential that at the
stage4o0f the site-specific reviews we will have one
or morve additional public meetings. Does that
answey your question?

7 MR. CAMPBELL: And I believe that a
finding of no significant impact is also subject to
publie comment.

10 MR. SUBER: It is subject to public
commant, yes.

12 MR. CAMPBELL: Do we have other
questitons? Please step to the mic and identify
yourgelf.

15 MS. ELDER: Hi, I'm Deirdre Elder. I'm
a graduate student at Colorado State University and
I hawe a question for Bill. You had a slide and you
talkad about an aquifer exemption for perpetuity and
I wank to know more about how that works because
does 2that assume that there's no movement within the
aquifer, if there's any contamination within that
exempkion that it's not going to move or how does
that 2@ork so that the groundwater for people who are
outstde of that will be protected?

25 MR. VON TILL: Sure. Thank you for your
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comment. Let me first state that the aquifer
exempkion process is not done by the NRC. But it's
done By the Environmental Protection Agency or the
state4that handles that for them. The State of
Wyoming, well, the EPA does the aquifer exemption.
The state also does an underground injection control
permit.

8 Now the EPA, when they exempt that
portien of the aquifer and it's only a portion of
the aquifer where you're going to have mining. They
have 1to satisfy particular criteria. One of the
criteria is that that aquifer, that portion of the
aquifier is not being used presently for drinking
watemrn4purposes.

15 The goal is to make sure that the
operation does not exceed EPA Safe Drinking Water
Act maximum concentration limits outside that
aquifier exemption boundary. So the goal is to
protaet the US DWA or the U.S. drinking water which
is ouwtside the aquifer-exempted area. There are
some 2BPA folks in the room tonight. What I would
say g maybe after the meeting ends, you might want
to approach one of them and get more information on
that 24

25 Thank you.
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1 MR. CAMPBELL: Not to put anyone on the
spot, 2but did the EPA, did anybody from the EPA want
to make a comment?

4 MR. SETLOW: I'm Loren Setlow. I'm with
the UsS. EPA Office of Radiation and Indoor Air in
Washimgton, D.C.

7 I will probably make a more formal
statement at the Albuquerque meeting, but we
certa®nly would be available to discuss with anybody
who has questions after this session is completed
reganding groundwater protection issues under the
Safe 1Drinking Water Act as well as the Uranium Mill
Tailings Radiation Control Act which has not really
beenidiscussed at any length here today.

15 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you. Are there any
othenequestions at this point? Anybody else wishing
to make comments, statements, provide us with
further input?

19 Yes, sir. Please identify yourself and
yourz2affiliation.

21 MR. KUNERTH: I'm Bill Kunerth from
Crook2County, Wyoming and there is some exploration
going3on in that area. And I would like -- a couple
of persons who commented or your experts to comment

on az2couple of things.
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1 One statement that there are certain
sites2that are not appropriate for ISL and I
wondered if there's any general or specific
explanation of that. And the second did refer to
contamination of a couple of aquifers and I just
wouldelike some more specific information about
that. 7
8 MR. VON TILL: Thank you very much.
Your first question, when I did my presentation, I
pointted out that some formations are not amenable to
in situ leach recovery operations. For example, if
you den't have water in a particular unit, they
won't3be able to do in situ leach operations.
They 12l have to use conventional mining and milling.
If the permeability of the sand units where the low
frontedeposits are located are not adequate for
pumping out the formations, they won't be able to do
thatis If they don't have the right confining units
abovagor below, let's say you have a situation where
you kave an aquifer unit that has the uranium
depogit and right above it is a drinking water
aquiber with a confined layer, that would not be a
goodz2situation for in situ leach recovery.

24 So as we move forward with this

resurgence, you're always going to have some
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facilities and some ore bodies that it will have to
be --2will have to use, utilize conventional mining
and milling. That's why out of the 14 applications
that we're expecting to receive in non-agreement
states, this doesn't include Texas, Utah, and
Colorado, most of them are in in situ leach
operations because the companies feel that's a
cheaper way to go and also more environmentally
friendly way to go, but as I said before, some of
the fiormations are not amenable to that kind of
technaelogy.

12 MR. KUNERTH: Can these issues be
explored by exploration?

14 MR. VON TILL: Absolutely, yes. Right
now as we speak some of the companies in some of
thesaestates are doing exploration drilling to look
intoithat very issue. Is this an appropriate
aquifier for in situ leach recovery, or is it more
apprapriate for conventional mining and milling?

20 Your other question referred to
grounrdwater contamination and that is one of our --
a lok2of people voiced that concern. We're very
aware3in the western United States that groundwater
is gaid out here and that's why I've got four hydro-

geolagists on my staff that do nothing but look at
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groundwater monitoring and restoration reports to
make gure these operations are conducted in a manner
that @leans up the aquifers after they've finished
their4exploration and extraction and also that the
aquifers surrounding the extraction are protected, a
lot of monitoring wells in these operations. So I
hope I answered your questions.

8 MR. CAMPBELL: Any other questions that
anybody else in the audience would like to raise
tonight? Okay, if not, if you feel that after this
evening's meeting you would like to provide
commants, you can send your comments to us by email.
You aan send a letter or even a report to us at that
addrags. We at this point in time are asking that
you poestmark by September 4. We certainly will take
intoi1eonsideration a possible extension of the
commant period. We've done that in many other
casegas I hope we've answered questions that were
direaked straight to us and I certainly hope that
thoseothat may have hesitated to provide comments
will 2do so.

22 I see one hand up here. Did you want to
say @oemething, sir? Yes, please come to the mic.
24 MR. BAUMGARDNER: Yes, my name is Enoch

Baumgardner, I'm a land owner here in Wyoming.
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1 MR. CAMPBELL: Could you speak into the
mic, please?

3 MR. BAUMGARDNER: I have a three-part
guestion or two parts. What's the -- you mentioned
that shere would be 14 different companies applying
for aelicense. What's the standard period of time
to isgue those licenses? How long a process?
That's the first part of the question.

9 The second, these companies that do the
ISL mining, once the ore is extracted and it has to
be turned into the yellowcake form, the plants that
do that, is that ore transported to those plants or
are those plants typically built near the mining
site1ler the extraction site itself?

15 MR. VON TILL: Thank you for your
questisons. Yes, I mentioned earlier that we're
antiaipating based on conversations with the
companies in the industry 14 new applications in
non-agreement states and that's not 14 companies,
but that's actually 14 new applications.

21 The number of companies is less than
that 22 Some companies have multiple sites that
theybge interested in.

24 How long does the review process take?

We amrticipate that once we begin the review process
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with ene of these applications that it would take
approximately two years. Now with this GEIS effort,
we're3hoping to gain efficiencies with our review
procegs and have that shortened process to maybe a
year and a half or so. It depends on the site-
specific application and what's necessary as far as
what 8gtakeholders need to deal with, but

approximately two years.

9 Let me see, the second question was --

10 MR. BAUMGARDNER: Once the ore is
extracted --

12 MR. VON TILL: Right. And you're

talking about in situ leach operations?

14 MR. BAUMGARDNER: Yes.

15 MR. VON TILL: The paradigm with how
thesaecompanies operate is changing somewhat, but
basiaally the facilities that we're regulating right
now that are operating right now have a situating
wheraocentral processing plant is near the actual
ore bodies. Now they also have a situation where
they2may have ore bodies that are some distance away
from2the central processing plants and those are
called satellite operations where they have the well
fields that go into the groundwater, extract the

urantam and then feed it to satellite operations
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whereithey run it through the ionic exchange resins
and then the resins are trucked from those satellite
facilities to the central processing plant.

4 So under the new paradigm shift, you
might shave companies that only extract the uranium
to the resin point in time and then they take it to
an actual mill that then takes the resin and
processes it to yellowcake. You may have situations
where9people only have a central processing plant
and they take resins from other companies.

11 So the paradigm with how these
operations, the business plans is changing, but to
answa® your questions, normally the central
procaegsing plant is nearest to the biggest ore body,
but they do have satellite operations that can be
even 110 miles away from that particular plant.

It's 1truck. The resins are then trucked to the
centnal processing plant.

19 MR. BAUMGARDNER: Well, then the third
part 20f that question would be if you have 14
different new applications in this Rocky Mountain
regiaon, it would be safe to assume then that
probably the companies will be building these
procegsing plants in addition to the extraction

itsekf? Is that correct?
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1 MR. VON TILL: Some of the applications
would2have central processing plants and some of the
appligations would have only the well fields and the

sateliite part of the operation, so it wvaries.

5 MR. BAUMGARDNER: Thank you.
6 MR. VON TILL: Thank you.
7 MR. CAMPBELL: I think at that unless

theresare any other questions, I want to thank
everybody here for coming out. For those that made
commants I want to thank you for making comments. I
do want to thank Greg Suber, Bill von Till, Jill
Olmstiead and you haven't seen Carol Walls, Carol did
a lotizof the work to set this meeting up. She's our
licenaing assistant. She's been very helpful. I
want 180 thank the Center Staff for coming out here
and g6 again, thank you all for coming. We
appracgiate your comments and again, if you want to
provide further comments, we would be happy to
receive those.

20 So thank you and have a very good
eventng. Good night.

22 (Whereupon, at 8:48 p.m., the public
scoptrg GEIS meeting was concluded.)

24

25
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