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(7:00 P.M)

MR. CAMERON. Good eveni ng everyone. M
nane is Chip Canmeron. |’'m the Special Counsel for
Public Liaison at the Nucl ear Regul atory Comni ssi on,
and | want to wel cone you all to the nmeeting tonight,
and it’s ny pleasure to serve as your Facilitator for
the neeting tonight. And in that role, I'"'mgoing to
try to make sure that you all have a productive
nmeet i ng.

The Exelon Conpany has submitted an
application to the NRC to renew the |icenses, the
operating licenses for the Dresden Nuclear Power
Station Units Il and Il and the focus of our neeting
tonight istotal k about the environnental reviewthat
the NRC does to help it eval uate whether to grant that
| i cense renewal application.

And in terms of format for the neeting
tonight, the nmeeting’s going to be basically divided
into two parts. Part oneis for the NRCstaff to give
you some background on the |license renewal process to
make sure that everybody understands it. And we' Il
have a coupl e of presentations and then we’ll goonto
you to see if there’'s any questions at all about the

process.
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The second part of the neeting is an
opportunity for all of us to listen to any conments,
any recommendati ons, any concerns that you m ght have
about this process and about our environnmental review
specifically. And several people have signed up to
come and speak to us tonight and i f you are sei zed by
the inspiration to speak and you haven’t signed up,
don’t worry about it. W’ Il have you on. And during
that part of the neeting, we ask people to either cone
up here to speak fromthe podiumor if you feel nore
confortabl e just speaking where you are, |I'Il bring
this cordless mc over to you.

Internms of ground rul es for the neeting,
if you do have a question, just signal ne and |’
bring you the microphone and give us your name and
affiliation if appropriate. W are nmaking a
transcript. Stuart Karoubas is with us tonight, our
st enographer. And anyt hing that you say tonight wll
be treated as a coment on the scope of the
envi ronnental review carrying the same wei ght as the
witten comments that we receive.

| don’t think we’'re going to be pressed
for time tonight, but I would still just like you to
bealittle bit econom cal in your corments and we’ ||
use a guideline of five to seven mnutes for the

prepared coments and that way we’ || make sure that we
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cover all the material and that everybody has an
opportunity to speak tonight.

The last thing that | want to do is to
gi ve you an overvi ew of the agenda so you know what to
expect and to introduce the staff, NRC staff, that
will be talking tonight and to give you an idea of
what their background is, what type of skills and
experience they bring to this evaluation of the
i cense renewal application.

John Tappert fromthe NRCis right here,
and 1’ mgoing to ask John in a mnute or so to give
you a formal welcome. And he is the Chief of the
Envi ronnental Section within the License Renewal and
Envi ronnental |npacts Programat the NRC. And John
and his staff are responsible for doing the
environnental reviews on these |icense renewal
applications, as well as, other reactor |icensing
activities that the NRC i s engaged in.

And John’s been with the Agency for
approximately twelve years, and he was a Resident
| nspector at one part of his NRC career. And our
Resi dent | nspectors are the NRC eyes and ears, so to
speak, at each of the reactors that we license. In a
fewmnutes, | want to introduce you to the Resi dent

| nspector for the Dresden plants.
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But John was a Resi dent | nspector. Before
that he was in the Naval Submarine Program He's a
submariner, and he has a bachelor’s degree in
engineering fromVirginia Tech and a naster’s degree
in environmental engineering from Johns Hopkins
University. So John will give you a welcone and a
brief overview of the NRC, and then we’re going to go
to an overview of the |I|icense renewal process
general ly.

And to do that for us, we have M. T.J.
Kimwho is right here, also fromthe NRC. T.J. is the
Proj ect Manager for the safety part of the eval uation
of these Dresden |icense renewal applications. And he
also is in the License Renewal and Environnental
| mpacts Programbut he’s on the safety side. He’s not
in John Tappert’s Environnental Section. And T.J.'s
been with the NRC for nineteen years. He also was a
Resi dent | nspector at one point in his career, and he
has a chem cal engineering degree from Drexel and a
techni cal rmanagenent master’s degree from Johns
Hopki ns Uni versity.

W'l then go on to you for questions,
then we’'re going to go to the specifics of the
envi ronment al review process, and M. Duke Weeler is
right here. Duke is going to give a presentation on

that and he is the Project Mnager for the
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environmental part of the review on the Dresden
| i cense renewal applications. And Duke has been with
t he Agency for twenty years. Before that he was with
t he Westi nghouse Naval Nucl ear Power Program He was
a nucl ear weapons officer in the United States Arny,
and he has a nucl ear engineering bachelor’s degree
fromthe West Point MIlitary Acadeny.

One other person |I'd like to introduce
that’s part of the environnental review, is M. Bruce
McDowel | who's right here. As you' Il hear Duke talk
about the NRC as assisted in the environnental review
from by experts invarious environnmental disciplines.
And Bruce i s the Task Leader for those experts who are
assisting us, and he’s fromLaw ence Livernore Lab in
Li vermore, California. He is the Environnental
Assurance Manager. He’s been there since 1991.
Before that, he was involved in renewable energy
activities, and he has a nmaster’s in business
adm ni stration fromthe University of San Francisco
and a master’s in resource economcs from the
Uni versity of California at Davis.

And | just want to introduce one nore
person. W have lots of staff here, but in terns of
t he Dresden Units key person fromthe NRCis Desiree
Smith who's right here. And Desiree is the Resident

I nspector there, and if you all have questions about
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what t he resi dent does during the neeting, we can get
Desiree to address that then. But thank you for being
here, Desiree.

And | just would thank all of you for
bei ng here and | ook forward to havi ng a good neeti ng,
and i f you have questions, please ask themand we can
just try to be informal tonight and John Tappert?

MR. TAPPERT: Thank you, Chip. And good
eveni ng and wel cone, and wel cone back to those of you
who attended our natinee session. As Chip said, ny
nane is John Tappert and |I'm the Chief of the
Envi ronnental Sectioninthe Ofice of Nucl ear React or
Regul ati on and on behalf of the Nucl ear Regul atory
Commi ssion, |’'d like to thank you for com ng out here
toni ght and participating in our process. As Chip
said, there's several things we’d |iketo cover today,
and |1'd like to briefly go over the purposes of
toni ght’ s neeting.

First of all, we want to give you an
overview of the l|icense renewal process which is
conposed of two parts, a safety review, as well as an
envi ronnental review, whichis the principle focus of
tonight’s nmeeting. That environnmental review will
identify those i ssues that we will be | ooki ng at as we

assess the environmental inpacts associated wth
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extending the operating |license of the Dresden Units
Il and Il for an additional twenty years.

W' || al so give you i nformati on about our
schedul e, and the opportunities that you will have to
participate further in this process. At the
conclusion of the staff’s remarks, we’ll be happy to
recei ve any questions or conments that you nay have
about our review tonight. And that really is the
principle reason for this neeting today.

But first let nme provide sonme genera
context for the |icense renewal process. The Atonic
Energy Act gives the NRC the authority to issue
operating |licenses to commerci al nucl ear power pl ants
for a period of forty years. For Dresden Units Il and
11, those operating |icenses will expire in 2009 and
2011 respectively. Qur regulations also nake
provi sions for extendi ng that operatinglicense for an
additional twenty years as part of a license renewal
program And Exel on has requested | i cense renewal for
both Units.

As far as the NRC s review of that
application, we will be devel opi ng an Environmenta
| npact Statenment. R ght now, we’'re in what we cal
the scoping phase where we seek to identify those

i ssues which will require the greatest focus during
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our review. And your questions and comments today are
an inmportant part of that scoping process.

And with that brief introduction, | would
like to ask T.J. to describe the safety and overal
revi ew.

MR. KIM Thank you, John. As Chip said,
ny name is T.J. Kimand |’ mthe NRC s Project Manager
responsible for the safety review of the Exelon’s
| i cense renewal application for both Dresden and Quad
Cties. Before | get into the discussion of the
|l icense renewal process, |I'dlike totake a mnuteto
tal k about t he Nucl ear Regul at ory Comni ssi on, t he NRC,
in terms of what we do and what our mssion is.

The Atom c Energy Act of 1954, which is
the enabling legislation that authorizes the NRC to
regulate the civilian use of nuclear materials. 1In
carrying out that statutorial authority, the NRC s
mssionisreally threefold. One, to ensure adequate
protection of public health and safety. Two, to
protect the environment and three, to provide for a
conmmon defense and security.

The NRC acconplishes its m ssion through
a conbination of wvarious regulatory prograns and
processes such as i nspecti ons, enforcenent activities,
assessnment of |icensee performance, evaluation of

operating experience at nuclear plants across the
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country, as well as foreign reactors, rulemaking
activities and |icensing.

Again, these are some of the mmjor and
ongoi ng regul atory prograns and processes that are
designed to ensure that we are conplying with the
statutory mssion. As M. Tappert nentioned earlier,
the Atonmi c Energy Act provides for forty year |license
term for power reactors, but it also allows for
|l i cense renewal .

By the way, the forty year license term
for power reactors, is primarily based on econom ¢ and
anti trust consi derati ons rat her t han safety
limtations or technical Iimtations. So to address
t he requi renents and to provi de for regul at ory process
for license renewal, the Conm ssion has promnul gated
the license renewal rule in 10 CFR Part 54. That’s
Title 10 of Code of Federal Regulations Part 54.
Title 10 by the way, is the conpilation of all the
rules and regul ations that governs NRC activities.
Next slide pl ease.

The | i cense renewal process as defined in
10 CFR Part 54, is quite simlar to the origina
i censing process for power reactors in that it
i nvol ves safety review, an environnmental inpact
review, confirmatory plant i nspecti ons and i ndependent

revi ew by Advi sory Conmittee on Reactor Saf eguards or
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the ACRS. There is one very inportant distinction
her e however, that i n promul gatingthelicense renewal
rul e, the Conm ssion has determ ned t hat many aspects
of the current Ilicensing basis for nuclear power
pl ants, such as energency pl anni ng and pl ant physi cal
security, are adequately addressed by the current
regul atory progranms and processes such as these can
carry through the | icense renewal term That's a very
i mportant concept to renmenber when we further di scuss
the license renewal process.

Before | nmove on to the next slide, 1'd
like to nmake a quick comment about the role of the
Advi sory Commi ttee on Reactor Safeguards or the ACRS.
The ACRS is basically a group of nationally-
recogni zed techni cal experts on nucl ear safety arena
that functions as a consulting body to the Com ssi on
itself. The ACRS perforns independent review and
assessnment of each license renewal application, as
wel |l as, the staff safety evaluation reports. And the
ACRS t hen forns t hei r own opi ni ons and concl usi ons and
reports those directly to the Conm ssion. Next slide
pl ease.

This slide basically provides a big
pi cture overview of the Iicense renewal process, and
as you can see fromthe slide, the process involves

two separate tracks that are obviously parallel. The
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first process involves safety reviewwhichis depicted
on the top portion of the slide, and the other part of
t he process i nvol ves environnmental review, and that’s
depicted at the bottom|line dowmn here. And let ne
talk a little bit about the safety review process
first.

Safety review basically involves NRC
staff’ s revi ewand assessnent of technical information
that’s contained in the |icense renewal application.
And | have a team of about thirty NRC technical
experts back at the NRC headquarters, who are
conducting this review right now. And our teamis
supported by three different technical experts in
three different national |aboratories including
Argonne, Brookhaven up in Long Island, New York and
Pacific Northwest up in the State of Washi ngton.

So | have put together quite a team of
experts to conduct the safety review on |icense
renewal safety review The safety review basically
involves the NRC staff’s assessnment of the
effectiveness on the proposed aging managenent
prograns to ensure that the plant’s safety rel ated
structure, the systens and conmponents, will maintain
its ef fectiveness throughout the licenserenewal term

The second aspect of the staff safety

review, involves what's called tine-limted aging
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anal yses. The license renewal rule requires each
i cense renewal applicant to basically reevaluate
t hose desi gn basi s anal yses that assunes a forty year
life term So the reevaluation basically involves
extending the life, the qualification of those
conponents fromforty years to sixty years to cover
the license renewal period.

An exanpl e of time |limted agi ng anal ysi s
woul d be environmental |y qualified equi pnents such as
el ectrical conponents or cables that are expected to
survive and function at the end of its design life.
So the license renewal application wouldinclude those
time limting aging analyses that would cover the
| i cense renewal peri od.

The results of the safety reviewthen will
be documented in what’'s called Safety Evaluation
Report, and as |’ve indicated earlier, a copy of that
woul d be provided to the ACRS for their second revi ew.
The safety review process al so i nvol ves confirmtory
i nspections for Dresden and Quad Cities I|icense
renewal application, we have planned three such
i nspecti ons. One inspection will be conducted at
Exel on’ s engi neering of fice. The second i nspectionis
pl anned at the Dresden site and the third i nspection
is planned at the Quad Cities site. Each inspection

will be conducted by a team of seven inspectors
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They’ || be pul |l ed t oget her fromboth NRC Headquarters
and the Region 3 offices.

At the bottom of the slide is the
environmental review process that involves scoping
activities which this neetingis a part of. It would
al so involve preparing a draft supplenent to GElIS.
GElIS stands for Generic Environnental | npact
Statenent, and we’'ll be publishing that draft
suppl enment to solicit comrents from the public and
then eventually we’'ll issue a final supplenent to
CGEl S.

So as you can see fromthis slide, the
final Agency decision on whether to approve or deny
t he application, would involve all those things that
| just tal ked about, staff safety eval uation report,
final supplenent to GEI'S, as well as, the inspection
reports and the i ndependent report by the ACRS. And
this whole process takes approxinmately twenty-two
nont hs.

Now if there’'s a petition filed to
intervene in this process by an individual or a group
of individuals, andif they can denonstrate sufficient
standi ng, then hearings, adjudicatory hearings can
al so be involved in the process. An adj udi catory
hearing is basically NRC s process that i nvolves tri al

type heari ngs.
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That basically concludes ny prepared
remarks. |f there are any questions, |’'d be happy to
answer them
MR. CAMERON. Great. Thank you very nuch
T.J. That’s the overview of the process. A lot of
material. Does anybody have any questions on that at
all? Oay, we’'re going to go to the environnental
part of the NRC reviewprocess with M. Duke \Weel er,
and then we’ll cone back on and see if there’s any
guestions on any of it.
MR. WHEELER: Thank you, Chip. | am Duke
Wheel er, and | amthe Project Manager on t he NRC st af f
responsi bl e for coordinating the activities of the NRC
staff and a t eamof environmental experts fromvari ous
nat i onal labs to develop the site-specific
Environmental Inpact Statenent for Dresden that
suppl ement s our Generi c Envi ronnent al | npact St at enent
for the Li cense Renewal of Nucl ear Plants. My | have
t he next slide please?
The National Environnental Policy Act of
1969 requires that a systemati c approach be fol |l owed
in evaluating environmental inpacts associated with
certain proposed Federal actions. W consider the
i npacts of the proposed action, and we al so consi der
the i mpacts of mitigation in those instances where we

find that the inpacts are significant. W al so
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consider alternatives to the proposed action.
Al ternatives being other sources of energy such as
coal, natural gas are includedin our consideration of
alternatives. W also take al ook at renewabl e ener gy
sour ces.

One other alternative that we take a | ook
at is what we call the no-action alternative where we
just decide not to approve the proposed Ilicense
renewal . The National Environnental Policy Act and
our Environnental I|npact Statenment that is devel oped
under its provisions are a disclosure nechanismto
i nformthe public of these environnental inpacts. The
Nat i onal Environnmental Policy Act specifically has
provi sions for public participationinour process and
this neeting is a part of facilitating the public’s
participation in our environmental review.

The Nucl ear Regulatory Commi ssion has
determ ned t hat an Envi ronmental | npact Statenent will
be prepared for proposed |icense renewal of nuclear
power plants. W are now gathering information for
the EIS. W’re collecting public comrents that will
hel p us scope out, if you will, the bounds of our
environnental review. My | have the next slide?

The Environnental |npact Statenent that
|’m going to be preparing is designed to basically

address one issue, standard issue, one decision
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standard, if youwill. Andthat basicallyis, we wll
make a determ nation of whether or not the adverse
envi ronnent al i npacts of the proposed |icense renewal
are so great that preserving the option of |icense
renewal for the decisionmakers becomes unreasonabl e.

The point 1'dlike to nmake is that the NRC
does not determ ne whether or not our plant wll
actual ly operate for an additi onal twenty years. That
deci sion i s nade by ot her groups and agenci es i ncl ude
the licensee, State regulators, and so forth. W will
just issue an operating |icense presunmng that we
determ ne that they have net our safety requirenents
and the environnental requirenents that we're
responsi ble for wunder the National Environnental
Policy Act. My | have the next slide?

A fewnonents ago, T.J. had a slide onthe
screen that was simlar tothis one. It was basically
a flow process and this slide is just an expansi on of
the bottom line of his slide that described the
environnental review process. W received Exelon’s
application for the conbined |icense renewal for
Dresden and Quad Cities on January the 3rd of this
year. On March the 14th, | issued a Notice of Intent
to prepare an Environnental |Inpact Statenment and
conduct scopi ng. W are now in nore or |less the

m ddl e of the scoping period. It’s a sixty day period
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of time and at the end of the scoping period, which
will be on May the 14th, | wll issue a scoping
sumary report that will address all the comrents we
receive fromall sources during the scoping process.
And 1’1l address those within the framework of our
envi ronnental review.

About two weeks ago, mnenbers of the NRC
staff and our team of environnental experts from
various national | abs visited the site as part of one
of our information gathering activities. W wal ked
t he grounds, we revi ewed a | ot of |icensing procedures
and records, tal ked to several of their people. If we
determine after all of that, the scoping and the site
audit and paying substantial attention to the
envi ronnental report that they provided us with their
application, if we still need additional informtion
to conmplete a draft of our Environnental | npact
Statenent, then | will issue a request for additiona
information. And | will do that no | ater than May the
30th of this year. Then | expect to get an answer
back from Exelon providing us that additional
i nformati on within about eight weeks.

VW will then have what we need to devel op
a draft of our Environmental |npact Statenent, and
wi I I publish that in Decenber of this year. And you’l|

note that there’'s also, by the graphics here, an
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opportunity for public participation at this stage of
our process. Wen | publish that draft, | will also
be starting a seventy-five day public comment period
on that draft Environnental |npact Statenment. At the
end of that seventy-five day public comrent period, we
then will take all the information that we have, and
I will publish a final Environnental |npact Statenent
for the proposed |icense renewal, and | expect to do
that in July of 2004. May | have the next slide?

This slide just shows sone of the sources
that we go to to gather information to devel op our
draft Environnmental |npact Statement. The big focus
at the nonent, receiving public coments, that’ s what
this meeting is all about. But we also go to several
ot her sources of information to help us prepare the
draft. May | have the next slide?

This slide just identifies a lot of the
envi ronnent al disciplinesthat we focus onas we wite
our draft Environnmental |npact Statenent. The NRC
staff, as has been nentioned, is supplenmented by a
teamof experts fromvari ous national | aboratories and
we have experts in these various areas. The
| aboratories represented on our team Lawence
Livernore National Laboratory out in Livernore,
California, the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory

out in Ri chland, Washi ngton. W al so have a coupl e of
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peopl e on our Dresden teamfromthe Argonne Nationa
Laboratory, just up the road here, and sonme nenbers on
our teamfromthe Los Al anpos National Laboratory in
New Mexi co.

One term that 1'd like to focus sone
attention on at the nonent that may not be famliar to
everybody is this term you see where it says
environmental justice? And what that means i s we t ake
a look at the question of whether or not any
envi ronnental inpacts associated with the proposed
|l i cense renewal disproportionately inpact |owincomne
or minority segnents of the | ocal population. My I
have the next slide?

Thi s slide just recaps a coupl e of the key
m | estone dates in our schedule that |’'ve already
menti oned. Note the scoping period ends on My the
12th and one note on that. If | receive conments
after May 12th, | will still give it ny best attenpt
to consi der those comrents in the devel opnent of the
draft Environnmental Inpact Statenent. I will
definitely consider all coments recei ved up until May
the 12th. That's a commtnent that 1’1l make right
now, that I will do. If it conmes in afterwards, 1’11
give it a try, but I can’t guarantee it. It will
depend on the comrent and the tim ng. Again, Decenber

2003 for the draft, seventy-five day conment period
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and eventually July 2004 for the final. My | have
t he next slide?

This slide just identifies nyself as your
primary point of contact with the NRC staff for any
particular interests you nmay have. There’'s a
t el ephone nunber for me on this slide. You re wel cone
tocall at any tine. 1°d also |ike to point out that
very early in our process, | cane out here and visited
a couple of local libraries to nake Exelon's
application for Iicense renewal, and particularly the
environmental report for Dresden, available. It is
avai l able at the Mrris Public Library and | also
drove over to Coal City and spoke with the staff there
and they were nore than happy to make space avail abl e
for us on the reference shelf to provide, to nake
avai l abl e, a copy of the Iicense renewal application
for your review. And these libraries are also on ny
mai ling list for i mportant correspondence that | eaves
our office to go out to the licensee or to other
agencies that we're dealing with and a file of this
correspondence wi || be naintained at these libraries.

The appl i cation can al so be viewed via the
internet at the NRC s website, ww.nrc.gov. And
speaking of that, one thing I'd like to point out is
t hat occasionally peoplerunintosonedifficultiesin

navigating the internet, getting what they need. |If
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for sonme reason you do run into some difficulties,
gi ve me a t el ephone nunber, excuse ne, give ne a phone
call at the phone nunber that you’ve got and you and
Il will sit there and go through it keystroke-by-
keystroke until your concerns are properly addressed.
May | have the next slide?

Now t he various neans by which comrents
can be provi ded into our system into our process, you
can certainly send witten comments to the Chief of
our Rules and Directives Branch at the NRC and t hat
wi | | guarantee that your comments get into our public
record.

Now anot her neans that’s avail abl e to you
is a person can stop by our office and provide
comments in person. | recognize that this far away
fromRockville, Maryland, that nay not be practi cal
but it’s included on this slide because it is
sonething that is available to you and | have al so
created a special e-mmil address to receive your
e-mail comments on what you believe should be
considered in the scope of our environnmental review.
That e-rnai| address bei ng DresdenEl S@r c. gov and once
again, if it’s just not working for you, if you get a
nmessage back that says undeliverable or some such
thing as that, get on the tel ephone with me and you

and I will talk through it.
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That pretty much concludes mny prepared
remarks. | would like to turn the nmeeting back over
to Chip unless there is sonme questions that |’'d be
happy to answer.

MR. CAMERON:. Thank you, Duke. That was
very, very hel pful. Do we have any questi ons on what
you’' ve heard tonight? Does anyone have anything at
all for either Duke or T.J.? Al right, we're going
to go to the second part of the nmeeting which is to
listen to you, and | thought it would be useful to
hear fromthe Exel on Conpany, first in ternms of the
rationale for their submtting the |icense renewal
application, and al so sonme of the work that they did
to put that application together. And we have M. Bob
Hovey wi th us who i s the Exel on Vice President for the
Dresden Station. And Bob’s going totalk to us for a
few m nut es.

MR.  HOVEY: Thank you, Chip and good
evening to everyone. Thanks for being here tonight.
As Chip said, |I'’mBob Hovey, the site Vice President
at the Dresden Nuclear Generating Station, and |I’'m
extrenely pleased to be here tonight to tal k about
| i cense renewal and everything that we’ve done in the
process. This is nmy second opportunity to be invol ved
in a license renewal. | was involved as site Vice

President in charge of what turned out to be the fifth




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

25
plant in the United States to go through the process
and that’s where | got to work with Chip and many of
the staff fol ks that are here with us toni ght and back
in the various NRC offices.

And in reflecting on that process froma
couple of years ago, | found that that process was
very t horough, very open and very fair. And | have no
doubt that the process that we're going to be going
through for |license renewal wll also be very
t hor ough, very open and very fair. Dresden alongwth
our sister station Quad Cities, over on the
M ssissippi River, will be the first nucl ear stations
in the Mdwest to go through the license renewal
process. License renewal is very inportant. It’s
i mportant, not only to the people at Dresden Stati on,
but to the people inthe conmunities that surround us.
Dresden is the key el enent in the local conmunity. W
enpl oy nore t han seven hundr ed peopl e, enpl oyees, nost
of whomlive in the surroundi ng communities of Morris,
Coal CGCity, Channahon, and M nooka.

Since the plant began operations over
thirty years ago, we’ve provided a significant tax
base for the local communities and we continue to
support the conmunities through additional nmeans |i ke
contributions to local charities, sponsorship of

comunity events and vol unteer efforts. The econom cs
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are inmportant, but | think safety is even nore
i mportant, and safety is ny top priority and I want
you to understand that safety is the top priority of
the Dresden Station and we will continue to focus on
safety as our top priority as we operate that
facility.

And | think if we point to sone recent
upgrades at the facility in the security area in the
post 911 era, | think that denonstrates our continued
support and comrtnment to public safety. Dresden al so
benefits the environnent. W provide safe generation
of clean em ssion-free electricity. Nuclear energy
itself is environmentally friendly with no hazardous
em ssions, no depletion of natural resources.

One envi ronnment al benefit that you may not
be aware of is that the river freezes over and we use
a siphon from our cooling pond at strategic tines
during the winter periods to allow warm water to be
diverted to the river and either prevent or break up
ice flows and thus prevent flooding. And Dresden is
al so populationto, is hone to a heal thy popul ati on of
deer, and for all of us that work at the facility or
go to or fromthe facility, we have to watch out for
t he deer.

Li cense renewal is an investnment in our

future. | think the Dresden Units have undergone
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continual operations and maintenance upgrades and
today they' re safer and they operate better and they
are nore productive than they’ ve ever beeninthelife
of the plant. And | hope that you realize the
positive i npact that Dresden has had as a generat or of
electricity and as a good neighbor for our |[ocal
communities. And the only other thing | had to say
was | wanted to thank the NRC, Chip, everyone here,
for comng out and hosting this neeting, and |
certainly want to thank every nenber of the public who
took your time tonight to cone and either |isten or
share your views or both. So | certainly appreciate
that. Thank you.

MR. CAMERON: Ckay, thank you very nuch
Bob. Bob has given us a perspective fromthe Dresden
Station, and now we're going to go to Exelon's
corporate manager for |icense renewal, M. Fred
Pol aski, who's going to talk a little bit about the
application. Fred?

MR. POLASKI: Thank you, Chip. As Chip
said, ny name is Fred Polaski and | am Exelon’s
Corporate Manager for license renewal. [’'m
responsi ble for all the license renewal activities
that Exelonis carrying on. That includes the license
renewal application for Dresden and Quad Cities which

we filed with the NRC and al so for our Peach Bottom
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plant in Pennsylvania which |I’m very happy wll be
receiving its new license in May of this year.

A little bit about nyself. |’ ve been
wor ki ng i n t he nucl ear busi ness for over thirty years.
| spent twenty years at the Peach Bottom Station, |
hel d a Senior Reactor Operator’s |icense there for
thirteen years. |’ve done ot her work wi t h PECO Ener gy
whi ch i s one of the two conpani es for the conpany t hat
merged with ConEd to form Exelon and for the |ast
seven years, |’ ve been working in the area of |icense
renewal . |’ve spent about the first three years
working in industry groups, working wth Nuclear
Energy Institute, and the Nuclear Regulatory
Conmi ssion to formthe processes for inplenenting of
t he regul ations for the license renewal rul e about how
autility prepares a license renewal application and
gets reviewed by the NRC

M . Hovey tal ked about the reasons why we
decided to renew the license or pursue a renewed
license for Dresden. [1'd like to talk alittle bit
about the work that Exelon did in preparation of the
| icense renewal applications. W expended a |arge
amount of engineering effort in preparing the
applications. In 2000, Contd decided to prepare a
|l i cense renewal application for both Dresden and Quad

Cities. The application was submtted to the Nucl ear
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Regul at ory Commi ssi on i n January of this year, January
3rd.

And real ly the application, when you cane
inif you looked at it on the table out in the | obby,
there’ s several volunmestoit. The safety application
is a volunme about that thick. The environnent al
report for Dresden is not quite as thick, and there’s
a separate one for Quad Cities, but that really
represents a sunmary of the work that was done by the
engi neers i n Exel on and our contractors to cone to the
concl usi ons that we needed to do and be able to submt
that application. And the information that supports
that, probably volume wise, is at |east one hundred
times the size of those applications. W invested
over forty-person years in engineering work in
preparing those applications, so they're very
extensi ve and t horough and conpl et e revi ew of what we
needed to performfor that application.

I’d like to speak first about the safety
revi ew. | know that’s not the primary focus of
toni ght’ s neeti ng, but we did expend a | ar ge anount of
effort in preparation of that. What we had to do was
to determne that for the safety rel ated equi pnent in
the plant, that equipnent that’s needed to operate

under energency and safety situations, whether that
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equi pnent was being rmaintained properly so that it
woul d function as needed when it had to operate.

When Dresden was built, all the equi prent
was brand new. It was thoroughly tested to make sure
it performed properly but equi pnent in a nucl ear power
pl ant |i ke anything el se, does age with tinme and with
operation. Doesn’t nmean it won't work when it’s
needed to, but because things age as they operate, it
means that the maintenance technicians and the
operators at the plant need to nmai ntai nthat equi pnent
in good operating condition. And our review was
real ly | ooki ng t o see whet her that was bei ng perforned
properly, so that the plant could operate for an
addi ti onal twenty years.

V¢ al so revi ewed engi neeri ng anal yses t hat
were performed as part of the design of the plant,
t hat | ooked at safety anal ysis for howt he plant woul d
operate and sone of those anal yses had involved in
t hem cal cul ati ons which involved the lifetine of the
plant for forty years. W had to reviewthemand redo
t hose cal cul ations to show that those anal yses were
valid for sixty year lifetine of the plant.

And what our review concluded with the
equi pnent is being maintained properly and that the
pl ant can operate safely for sixty years. And | know

t hat soneti mes you know, you hear those words and you
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wonder what inthe world is a nuclear power plant with
chain link fences around it because of security
reasons and you know, what goes on behind it? There's
a lot of equipnent in that plant. In the tine period
we’' ve got, it’s very hard to describe and | don’t want
totry to do that but let nme give you an anal ogy.

When you buy an autompbile that’s brand

new, you drive it off the dealer’s lot. It’s been
built, it's been tested, it operates well, and when
you drive it off the lot it works fine for you. |If

all you do is drive it, it’s not going to |last you
very |ong. You do things to maintain that and
maintain it in good driving condition. You have the
oi | changed periodically, you tune-up the engi ne, you
have br akes repl aced and ot her things. Sonmetinmesit’s
a nore significant investnent. You nmay have to put a
newtransmssioninacar if it wears out, but you do
those things to keep it operating. So even as it
ages, it can still operate for you, performthe way
you want it to and you're able to drive it safely.
A nucl ear power plant is a |ot bigger, a
| ot nmore conplicated, but | think the analogy is true
in that the people who operate Dresden have been
maintaining it and operating it properly so that it

will be able to operate safely for sixty years.
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I nthe environnental area, Exel on revi ened
all of the aspects required by the Nucl ear Regul atory
Conmi ssion of the inpact of continued operation of
Dresden on the environnent. And that’s what you t hi nk
of normally is environment, the inpact on cooling
wat er systens and the rivers but it’s al so | ooking at
things |ike socioecononic inpact on the surroundi ng
comunity, the road systens, the people that live in
this area. And our conclusion is that the i nmpacts on
t he environnment are going to be small. Nowsnmall’s a
word that, you think you know what small neans but
really it’s a regulatory term And what it nmeans is
the inpact on the environnent is acceptable.

| guess I'd like to look at it a little
bit differently. And the conclusionis that right now
t here are i npacts on the environnent fromoperation of
Dresden. There's inpacts on the environnent from a
| ot of things we do, driving an autonobile. |’ msure
when this building was constructed, there was an
i mpact on the environnent. G ound was di sturbed,
t hi ngs were dug up and the building was built. But
what we concluded on the continued operation of
Dresden, is that the inmpact on the environnment from
forty to sixty years of operation, an additional
operating period, won’t be any different than what it

is during the present term of operation.
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W also had to look, as part of that
review, about what would be the inpact on the
environment if the generation of 1800 negawatts of
electricity that’s produced by Dresden woul d have to
be done by some ot her neans. And our concl usion was
that any other neans of generating that electricity
woul d have a | arger inpact on the environnent then if
we continue to operate Dresden for an additional
twenty years.

So to concl ude, Exel on has concl uded t hat
it’s the right thing to do to renew the |icense for
Dresden, and | personally al so believe, that Dresden
can be safely operated for an additional twenty years
andit will provide 1800 negawatts of cl ean, reliable,
environmentally friendly, economic electricity that
will benefit this comunity, the State of Illinois and
our country. Thank you.

MR. CAMERON:. Ckay, thank you Fred and Bob
for giving us those facts. |'dlike to go next to M.
Al fie Rodriguez and Alfie do you want to cone up here
if it’s easier for you? GCo ahead.

MR. RODRI GUEZ: Good evening | adies and
gentlenen. M nane is Alfie Rodriguez. That’'s not
the i nportant thing here. The inportant thingis that
I’ma resident of Gundy County. |’ve been for the

past twenty-three years a resident, a nei ghbor, of the
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Dresden nuclear facility. All that tine, it has been
a pl easure to be a neighbor of the Dresden facility.
The Dresden facility, | live at 355 Bass Court,
Morris, Illinois, which is in the Goose Lake
subdi vi si on or Goose Lake Vill age.

Fromny door to the Dresden parking lot is
four and a half mles. It’s extrenely close. During
all that tinme, |’ve noticed it’s been nothing but a
great, a big asset to the community. Not only to the
comunity but to the county and to the State. Dresden
itself fulfills the need for enploynent. It has many,
many, many of my neighbors that are enployed at the
Dresden facility. 1t also, during the shutdowns and
t he t ur narounds, enpl oys nany of t he constructi on jobs
to keep that facility running safe and proper.

Bei ng a business representative with the
sheet netal workers, |’ve had the opportunity to get
an insight into sone of the safety, the rigorous
safety regulations of the plant itself. So really
| adi es and gentlenen, with all the safety behind it,
it’s with no reservation that | Iive so close to that
facility. To nake a long story short, in light of
what the Dresden Nucl ear, Dresden Generating Station
has shown over the years in the safety record and what
it’s neant not only to the county, to the comunity

and to the state, it would be a travesty not to renew
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their license. So | speak in strong support of the
i cense renewal . Duke, T.J., you said earlier if
there’ s any questions, if you guys ever get a couple
of weeks free, 1’ve got questions. Thank you very
much.

MR. CAMERON: Ckay, thanks Al fie and pl ease
Duke, T.J., take him up and find out what those
guestions are. W do have soneone, a representative
from | ocal county governnent with us, MIIlie Dyer
who's with the Gundy County Board. MIllie, please
speak to us.

M5. DYER: Good evening. |’ma nmenber of
the G undy County Board, and the Board would like to
have the license extended for the Dresden nuclear
plant. W' ve been very happy with what all that’s
gone on. |’ve been a resident, | was a resident when
it was being built. | was out of the county for a
whil e, but I know how great of an inpact it does have
on the county. | was talking to a fell ow when | was
comng in here and | nmade one conment about the high
cancer rate we have in Gundy County, and | don’t feel
like it’s related to the nuclear power plant, but I
guess | would like to see at sone point in time, a
study made as to why there is such a high cancer rate

in Gundy County. |It’'s affected many people that |
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know and | think it would be an interesting study.
Thank you for your tine.

MR. CAMERON: Thank you very much Mllie
for that suggestion. And | think it may be useful for
you and everybody else if someone fromthe NRC staff
can just talk alittle bit about what regul ati ons we
have in place to protect the public fromradiati on and
how we ensure that those regul ations are net. And
guess the third piece is how these, what are called
epi dem ol ogy studies on cancer rates, who m ght be
responsi ble for those and how those are requested.
And we have one of our expert health physicists with
us, Richard Ench, fromthe NRC. Can you try to answer
t hose Ri chard?

MR EMCH [I'Il try. Don't oversell ne
her e.

MR, CAMERON: Ckay.

MR. EMCH Hello folks, nmy nanme is Rich
Ench. As Chip said, |'"ma health physicist with the
U S. Nucl ear Regul atory Conmission. | want to start
of f, obviously cancer is a concern to all of us. |
mean, you know, the |atest statistics |I’ve seen show
that, you know, that the rate is |like one out of four
peopl e get, contract sonme sort of cancer or whatever
and | guess for nen | guess, if we live | ong enough,

we wi || get prostate cancer is the statistic that |I’ve
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seen. So it is a concern to all of wus, so |
under stand your concern ma’am To start to address
this though, I'm going to nove from very general
information to nore specific information associ at ed
with the Dresden site.

There are many chal | enges to healthinthe
wor | d. This particular challenge, radiation
radi oactive material, has been really studied very
strongly, nmany tinmes. There have literally been
t housands of studies of the possible effects of
radi ati on on humans, and of all those studies on the
i nternational scene, the national scene, none of them

no credi bl e study has shown any effects, any health

effects, below, and |"'mgoing to use atermnillirem
tenthousand millirem |’ musingthat particular unit
of measurenent. It’'s a unit of neasurement dose to

t he human body and |’ mgoing to use that neasurenent
because | ’mgoing totalk, as | go through, you Il see
why that, how that comes into play as we start down
t he | adder here.

So no credi bl e effects bel owten thousand
mllirem By conparison, as a human living on this
pl anet, each of us receives an average of say about
three hundred mlliremper year. This is fromcosmc
radi ation and from naturally occurring radioactive

material in the ground or in building materials.
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There’s a certain anobunt of radioactive material
i nsi de your body, potassium calcium and we receive
sonme dose fromthat. And then there are other sources
like if you go to the dentist or the doctor. The sort
of dose that you would get fromthose kinds of just
di agnostic x-rays i s maybe tento fifty mllirem So
if we'refollowingit down, we start with ten thousand
as the nothing below ten thousand has been shown to
show effects, now we’re down to each of you, each of
us receives three hundred, roughly three hundred a
year with no known effects fromthat.

Now we’'ll cone down to what the NRC
regul ati ons are for a nuclear power plant. They are
in Appendix |, they are in Part 20 and Part 50 of our
regul ations. That’s not inportant. What’s inportant
is that the regul ations are roughly inthe fiveto ten
mlliremper year range is the limtation. So we've
gone down fromten thousand to t hree hundred, now down
to five or ten and there have been, studi es were done
of the health effects of cancer rates around nucl ear
power plants and there was no increase in cancers
around nucl ear power plants.

Now let’s nove to Dresden specifically.
Dresden neets the NRC regul ations so they’'re within
that fivetotenmlliremrange. Actually, unless you

are right at the site boundary, it’s probably even




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

39

considerably |l ower than that. Sone of that five to
ten mlliremcomes from in fact we refer to it as
turbi ne shine, sky shine, which is fromthe N-16 in
their turbine. But the anpbunt that’s released in
their effluents is considerably smaller than that.

So that’s kind of a walk through of the
i ssue of cancer and radiation. Now of course having
said that, if there’s any new information, we're
always, | nmean that’'s why we’'re here tonight is to
gather newinformationif thereis any. And soif you
have sonme st udi es or somet hi ng t hat wer e done specific
tothis area, we’'d very nmuch | i ke to see t hembecause,
like | said, we’'re here to gather information. Can |
answer any questions?

MR. CAMERON: Yes, Alfie?

MR. RODRI GUEZ: Has a study ever been --

MR. CAMERON: Al fie, can we get you on the
record?

MR, RODRI GUEZ: Sure. Has a study ever
been made of the cancer rate for the popul ation here
in Gundy County. My own wi fe was di agnosed with | ung
cancer three and a hal f years ago but she was a snoker
and she survived. But to me, | don’t see any higher
rate than anywhere el se. Has a study ever been done?

MR. EMCH First, we' re happy that your

wi fe survived. Second, yes, Dresden and Quad Cities
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were both part of that study that | referred to | ater
of cancer rates around nuclear power plants and no
i ncreased i nci dences.

MR. CAMERON: And we can, as a follow up,
sonetines the State Departnment of Health, okay, in a
particular State, will do a survey of cancer rates.
For exanpl e, thi s happened recently i n South Carolina,
and those are the governnment officials who usually
know t hat. Perhaps we can find out alittle bit nore
about whether there has been a recent study.

And Ri ch, please correct meif I’ mwong,
there is a Federal agency who deals with these types
of cancer studies. The NRC does not. W, as Rich
poi nted out, we  set our regul ati ons very
conservatively on what would be a safe dose for
rel ease. The agency which is in Atlanta, CGeorgiais
t he Agency for Toxic Substances and Di sease Registry.
There’s usual ly the agency in the Federal governnent
who wi || sonetimes do epi dem ol ogi cal studies. Rich,
do you have anything you can do to --

MR. EMCH. No, | don’t really have anyt hi ng
further.

MR. CAMERON: Al'l right.

MR EMCH. | will say as far as effluents,
you nentioned the State, any studies the State m ght

do, the State of Illinois does do some sanpling,
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groundwat er sanpling, water sanpling fromthe rivers
and things |like that. So they sort of check behind,
the licensee has sinilar prograns, nmuch nore extensive
prograns, and the State does, so to speak, check
behi nd themto ensure t hat they’ re bei ng done properly
and know that there is no big discrepancy in what the
i censee finds and what the state finds. And then the
NRC i nspectors al so | ook over the programas well.

MR. CAMERON: Ckay, thank you. And Duke,
can we find out whet her there's any State contact that
m ght give sone useful information to MIlie, and
we’ Il get your phone nunber and we’ll followthat up.
And we noted your comments, the board speaking in
support of license renewal also. |s there anybody
el se that has, we know you have |ots of questions.
Does anybody el se have a question, anything that they
woul d, and thank you Rich, very, very good. Anybody
el se want to know anyt hing? Yes sir, and pl ease give
us your nane pl ease.

MR. FATLAN. My name is Lee Fatlan and I’ m
al so in favor of the plant staying open. The question
| have is spent fuel storage. |’ mjust wondering if
we do extend the Iicense for twenty years, and | know
it’s been a political football as to where we’re going
to store this fuel, what will be done with the fue

that will be generated for the next twenty years?
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MR. CAMERON: Ckay, this is a question on
spent fuel storage froma particular facility and al so
what ultinmately m ght happen in terns of the disposal
of that waste. Wi wants to, from the NRC staff,
wants to give a summary of that? OCkay, Barry is our
expert on this and pl ease introduce yourself.

MR. ZALCVAN: Boy, you're too easy withthe
experts. M nane is Barry Zalcman, |’malso with the
staff. Let nme just point out, nunber one, the
Conmm ssi on reassesses the ability t o nanage spent fuel
materials and has passed judgnment. It’s called the
Waste Confidence Decision, so as part of our
regul ations, everybody throws out parts of our
regul ations, 10 CFR, Title 10 of the Code of Feder al
Regul ati ons, 51.23 addresses the spent fuel issue and
t he Commi ssi on has confidence that even with |icense
renewal , that spent fuel can be nmanaged safely at
nucl ear power plants. So this is to be part of the
nation’s resolution of the waste issue.

The Commi ssi on has confidence that within
the first twenty-five years of this century, the
Conmm ssi on expects that afacility woul d exi st to deal
with the spent fuel for the long term But in the
interim there are different ways to manage spent
fuel, either wet pools which is typically within the

facility boundaries itself or through independent
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spent fuel insulation facilities or dry cask storage
whi ch coul d be on-site or there’'s even a proposal to
have a renpote | ocation as aninterimstorage facility.
Addi tional fuel will be used during the additiona
twenty years of operation

If these facilities get their licenses

renewed, the Comm ssion has faith nowthat that fue

will be managed effectively and safely over that
period. And with along termresolutionstill part of
the national goal. You may also be aware of the

situation with Yucca Muntain, that it has been
recommended to t he President, and t he President has in
fact, approved a further eval uati on of Yucca Mountain
with the expectation that the Departnment of Energy is
charged with that responsibility, will infact, submt
an application to the NRC as a separate |icensing
actionto deal withthe long termdisposition of spent
fuel. Does that hel p?

MR. CAMERON:. Thank you Barry. That was
very, very concise, very good. Rich, do you want to
add something to that?

MR. EMCH. Yeah, | just wanted to nention
| was out here as part of the site audit that we were
tal ki ng about earlier and the Dresden plant enpl oys
both a spent fuel pool and they al so enploy dry cask

st or age.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

44

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank you. And I think
as Barry pointed out, |licensees such as Exelon, for
nucl ear power plant, have to neet the NRC regul ati ons
for spent fuel storage and licensing also. Anybody
el se? Yes, sir.

MR, KIRN: How safe is that plant from a
boat going into that plant and blowing it up? On the
river.

MR. CAMERON: Ckay, now | want you to
repeat that just so everybody could hear it clearly
and then we’re going to answer it. | didn't catch it
either, but how safe is -- go ahead.

MR. KIRN: How safe is that plant fromall
the boats on the river to go in there with a rocket
| auncher and attack that plant?

MR. CAMERON: All right. | think we heard
t he question. John?

MR. TAPPERT: | guess your questionrel ates
toaterrorist attack, a potential terrorist attack on
the plant. These nucl ear power plants in general, and
Dresden also, are some of the nobst hardened, nost
secure facilities, civilianfacilitiesinthe country.
They were secure before 9/11 and after those 9/11
attacks, a nunber of safety and security i nprovenents

have been nmade to those facilities.
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The NRC has issued what we call Interim
Conmpensatory Measures to have them increase their
security posture. W have al so subsequently issued
orders to each and every of the hundred and three
nucl ear power plants inthis country to have them you
know, increased stand-off distances for potential
bonbs and increased staffing and what not.

And the NRCis continuingto evaluatethis
issue, to really determne what is the appropriate
threat that these plants need to be defended agai nst
and who’s going to bear that burden, whether it’s

going to be the plants, the Federal governnent or

State and local authorities. So, to answer your
guestion in a nutshell, it’s safe. W’re continuing
to look at the issue. It’s an inportant issue that

the Agency takes very seriously. But a lot’'s been
done and we’'re continuing to |look at it.

And Duke’ s pointing out to ne an i nportant
point. That while the Agency is very focused on this
issue, you're not going to see it as part of the
Environnmental |npact Statenent that we're going to
i ssue at the end of the year. And the reason for that
is very sinple. The security issues apply to the
whol e one hundred and three plants in the country and
we're dealing with themnow. W' re not going to wait

for these plants to cone in for license renewal to
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start | ooking at security issues. So we’ve divorced
it fromthe |license renewal process. It’s what we
call a current operating issue and it’s bei ng handl ed
in that context.

MR. CAMERON: Thank you, thank you John.
Does that answer your question, sir? Al right,
great. Anybody el se have any questions while we’'re at
it about Ilicense renewal or NRC regulatory
responsibilities? Alfie, do you have anything el se?
Al'l right, okay. Duke, do you want to say sonet hi ng?
Al right, good.

MR. WHEELER: One comment that | woul d |i ke
to point out is that as Chip pointed out, we do have
a transcript of this neeting. It’s going to be
prepared and when | get a copy of that transcript, |
will put it in the public record. Al the coments
made wil | be a part of that transcript, but if anybody
brought any docunents with themthat they would Iike
attached to the transcript, give those docunents to ne
at this neeting and I will make sure that they get
into the transcript.

| woul d ask that you gi ve the docunents to
me and not just take them over and hand themto the
transcriber. That way if there’s a problemlater on
when the transcri ption does gointo the public record

and your coments aren’t there, it will be sonething
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that you' Il work out with me and we won’t be trying to
contact the transcription service. So that was just
one point | wanted to nake. In addition to your
comments, if you brought anything that you would |i ke
attached to the transcript, | would be happy to do
that. Thank you.

MR. CAMERON: Thanks, Duke. Anybody el se
bef ore we adjourn tonight? All right, the staff wll
be here, our experts will be here so Desiree, our
Resi dent Inspector, will be here after the neeting, so
pl ease take the opportunity to talk to them and I
woul d just thank you all for com ng out. But | want
to turn it over to John Tappert who's in charge of
this, to just close the neeting out for us. John?

MR. TAPPERT: Okay, | would just like to
echo Chip’s final thoughts. | want to thank everyone
for taking sone tinme out of their evening tonight and
com ng here and sharing your thoughts with us. It’s
an i nmportant part of our scoping process and Duke and
T.J. will stay here as | ong as necessary to answer any
guestions that you may have as well as the rest of the
NRC staff. So thanks again for com ng and have a good
eveni ng.

(Wher eupon t he above matter was concl uded

at 8:12 p.m)




