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Appendix A

Comments Received on the Environmental Review

Part I - Comments Received During Scoping

A.1 Introduction

On February 28, 2002, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) published a Notice of
Intent in the Federal Register (67 FR 9333), to notify the public of the staff's intent to prepare a
plant-specific supplement to the Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal
of Nuclear Plants (GEIS), NUREG-1 437, Volumes 1 and 2, to support the renewal application for
the St. Lucie operating licenses and to conduct scoping. The plant-specific supplement to the
GEIS has been prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA), Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) guidelines, and 10 CFR Part 51. As outlined
by NEPA, the NRC initiated the scoping process with the issuance of the Federal Register
Notice. The NRC invited the applicant; Federal, State, and local government agencies; local
organizations; and individuals to participate in the scoping process by providing oral comments
at the scheduled public meetings and/or submitting written suggestions and comments no later
than April 30, 2002.

The scoping process included two public scoping meetings, which were held at the Council
Chambers in Port St. Lucie, Florida, on April 3, 2002. Approximately 30 members of the public
attended the meetings. Both sessions began with NRC staff members providing a brief overview
of the license renewal process and the NEPA process. After the NRC's prepared statements,
the meetings were open for public comments. Thirty-three attendees provided either oral or
written statements that were recorded and transcribed by a certified court reporter. The
transcripts of the meetings and the meeting summary were issued on May 7, 2002. The
meeting summary and transcripts are available electronically for public inspection in the NRC
Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records System (PARS) component of
NRC's document system, ADAMS, under accession numbers ML021160265, ML021160237,
and ML021300604. In addition to the comments provided during the public meetings, four
comment letters and eight e-mail messages were received by the NRC in response to the Notice
of Intent.

At the conclusion of the scoping period, the NRC staff and its contractor(s) reviewed the
transcripts and all written material to identify individual comments. All comments and
suggestions received orally during the scoping meetings or in writing were considered. Each set
of comments was given a unique identifier (Commenter ID number), so that each set of
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comments from a commenter could be traced back to the transcript or letter by which the
comments were submitted. Several commenters submitted comments through multiple sources
(e.g., afternoon and evening scoping meetings, letters, or e-mail messages).

Table A-1 identifies the individuals who provided comments and the Commenter ID number
associated with each person's set(s) of comments. The individuals are listed in the order in
which they spoke at the public meeting and in alphabetical order for the comments received by
letter or e-mail.

Specific comments were categorized and consolidated by topic. Comments with similar specific
objectives were combined to capture the common essential issues raised by the commenters.
The comments fall into one of several general groups. These groups include

* specific comments that address environmental issues within the purview of the NRC
environmental regulations related to license renewal. These comments address
Category 1 or Category 2 issues or issues that were not addressed in the GEIS. They
also address alternatives and related Federal actions.

* general comments (1) in support of or opposed to nuclear power or license renewal or
(2) on the renewal process, the NRC's regulations, and the regulatory process. These
comments may or may not be specifically related to the St. Lucie license renewal
application.

* questions that do not provide new information

* specific comments that address issues that do not fall within or are specifically
excluded from the purview of NRC environmental regulations. These comments
typically address issues such as the need for power, emergency preparedness, current
operational safety issues, and safety issues related to operation during the renewal
period.

Each comment applicable to this environmental review is summarized in this appendix. This
information, which was extracted from the St. Lucie Scoping Summary Report, is provided for
the convenience of those interested in the scoping comments applicable to this environmental
review. The comments that are general or outside the scope of the environmental review for
St. Lucie are not included here. More detail regarding the disposition of general or inapplicable
comments can be found in the summary report. The ADAMS accession number for the
summary report is ML021160348.

This accession number is provided to facilitate access to the document through the Public
Electronic Reading Room (ADAMS) at http/www.nrc.gov/reading-rm.html.
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The following pages summarize the comments and suggestions received as part of the scoping
process that are applicable to this environmental review and discuss the disposition of the
comments and suggestions. The parenthetical alpha-numeric identifier after each comment
refers to the comment set (Commenter ID) and the comment number.

Table A-1. Individuals Providing Comments During Scoping Comment Period

Comment Source and ADAMS
A----- I- &I..-Commenters ID Commenter

SL-A Anderson
SL-B Mascara
SL-C Minsky
SL-D Hall
SL-E Sizemore
SL-F Campbell
SL-G Miller
SL-H Jemigan
SL-I Abbatiello
SL-J Bangert
SL-K Brown
SL-L Leslie
SL-M Grande
SL-N Perry
SL-O Oncavage
SL-P Root
SL-O Thompson
SL-R Smilen
SL-S Egan
SL-T Doyle
SL-U Jemigan
SL-V Abbatiello
SL-W O'Keefe
SL-X Hiott
SL-Y Rowley
SL-Z Barry
SL-AA Vojcsik
SL-AB Baldwin
SL-AC Davis
SL-AD Theodore

St. Lucie County
St. Lucie County

St. Lucie County
Martin County Emergency Services

Florida Power & Llght Company
Florida Power & Light Company
Conservation Alliance of St. Lucie County
United Way

The President's Council of Hutchinson Island

St. Lucie County Economic Development Council
System Council U-4

Marine Resources Council

Florida Power & Ught Company
Florida Power & Light Company
American Association of University Women
St. Lucie Council of Social Agencies

United Way of Martin County
Soroptimists Intematonal of St. Lucie County
St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce

Aftemoon Public Meeting(a)
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Aftemoon Public Meeting
Evening Public Meetingr')
Evening Public Meeting
Evening Public Meeting
Evening Public Meeting
Evening Public Meetng
Evening Public Meeting
Evening Public Meeting
Evening Public Meeting
Evening Public Meeting
Evenina Public Meetina
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Table A-1. (cont'd)

Comment Source and ADAMS
Commenters ID Commenter Affiliation (It Stated) Accession Number

SL-AE Doyle Evening Public Meeting
SL-AJ Case Broward Sierra Club E-Mail ML021260520
SL-AP Leslie E-Mail ML021330038
SL-AH Oncavage E-Mail ML021330074
SL-AO Oncavage E-Mail ML021190425
SL-AQ Oncavage The Florida Chapter of the Sierra Club Letter ML021260597
SL-AI Smilan E-Mail ML021260542
SL-AL Smilan E-Mail ML021260502
SL-AG Southard Board of County Commissioners Letter ML021330016
SL-AF Vogel The School Board of St. Lucie County Letter ML021330021
SL-AM Woodfin Letter ML021330006
SL-AN Woodfin E-Mail ML021330078
SL-AK Ziring E-Mail ML021260528
(a) The aftemoon transcript can be found under accession number ML021160237.
(b) The evening transcript can be found under accession number ML021160265.
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A.2 Comments Received During Scoping that are Applicable to this
Environmental Review

A.2.1 Comments Concerning Socioeconomic Issues

Comment: While at the same time, time and time again, it has been involved in a lot of very
good efforts, both in terms of education and energy efficiency, and just in general, in terms of
the plant and the employees in the plant, in terms of participating in local humanitarian type of
efforts. (SL-S-7)

Comment: For the last five years on an average, they have been good corporate citizens and
good employees. They have donated on an average of over $103,000 a year for the last five
years. Not only have they donated their time and money, but they have given of all of their
energies to this community to make it a better place to live. (SL-K-3)

Comment: I can attest that FPL has been an outstanding partner to our school district. The
plant's Energy Encounter hosts thousands of visitors annually, including many students. In
addition to providing hands-on science programs for schools, free workshops for teachers are
offered. The plant donated computers and supplies to local schools, and FPL has made
substantial contributions to the Regional Sports Stadium and the St. Lucie County Marine
Center. (SL-AF-2)

Comment: I am pleased to be a part of a group of FPL employees who contribute to local area
agencies through the United Way. (SL-V-2) (SL-1-2)

Comment: The people of Hutchinson Island have asked me to let you know that the community
in the immediate vicinity of the power plant views the plant as a good neighbor and a
conscientious advocate and friend of the fragile barrier island environment. (SL-M-1)

Comment: Our (FPL) employees also mentor students and volunteer in local schools. We also
support the St. Lucie County Education Foundation in its scholarship program. (SL-V-3) (SL-1-3)

Comment: FPL employees are also involved in helping the community through other
organizations, such as Scouts, Little Leagues, civic groups, and church programs. (SL-V-4) (SL-
1-4)

Comment: The Plant's (St. Lucie's) information center, called the Energy Encounter, hosts
about 40,000 visitors each year, including 15,000 students who visit on educational field trips.
(SL-V-5) (SL-1-5)
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Comment: I have found them (FPL) to be a very good neighbor, three miles away. They are
involved in the community. (SL-W-5)

Comment: The employees at the plant give very generously to local United Way campaigns
here on the Treasure Coast. They contribute hundreds of thousands of dollars each year to
local charitable organizations through their participation. (SL-AA-4)

Comment: But more importantly our people do more than just work at the power plant. They're
involved in the community. They're part of this community. (SL-H-3) (SL-U-3)

Comment: The St. Lucie Power Plant is a good neighbor that participates or sponsors a
number of educational, environmental, and civic activities. (SL-Z-4)

Comment: The St. Lucie Plant is a good neighbor. Speaking on behalf of the United Way of
Martin County, I personally know many of the employees at the St. Lucie Plant and I know how
they're involved in the community. And I know personally that they are involved with many
organizations that are making a difference in our quality of life in the community. (SL-AA-3)

Comment: They're (FPL) good neighbors. Good neighbors always contribute the economy.
(SL-Y-4)

Comment: Of course, many people spoke about how community-active they are. And I don't
know as much about that, but I do know Rachel Scott and I do know her leadership for United
Way here in St. Lucie County has been phenomenal this past year. (SL-AC-6)

Comment: I see all the good involvement they have in the social services in this community.
United Way wouldn't be the same without them. Certainly our own personal experience at Big
Brothers, Big Sisters would not be the same. They've worked for hundreds and thousands of
people in this community every year. (SL-G-7)

Comment: I can tell you all the things they're involved in, in the school system, in education, the
Energy Encounter plant that brings thousands of kids in each year to educate them about
science and electricity. (SL-G-6)

Comment: That number of employees who have money and time participate actively in local
charities and support our local PTAs and schools in a number of ways that we just don't see, but
it happens all the time. (SL-F-2)

Comment: They (FPL) do build houses for habitat for low-income families. (SL-W-2)
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Comment: I'm here to tell you about the good neighbor that I think that Florida Power and Light
has been over all of the years I've been in the community. (SL-G-1)

Comment: FPL employees, led by Rachel Scott, External Affairs Manager, are active in the
community and serve on various boards including the Education Foundation. (SL-AF-3)

Response: The comments are noted. The comments are supportive of license renewal for
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2. Public services were evaluated in the GEIS and determined to be a
Category 1 issue. Information regarding the impact on socioeconomic issues will be discussed
in Section 4.0 of the SEIS.

Comment: Today I draw issues from an economic development point of view. St. Lucie Power
Plant has a tremendous effect on St. Lucie County. (SL-P-1)

Comment: The plant is also one of the largest employers in our area, and it's very important to
our local economy. A business of this size would be very difficult to replace. The plant's payroll,
purchases and property taxes supply our local governments with revenue which we need to
provide services on which we depend. (SL-AA-5)

Comment: The estimated economic impact of plant operation (St. Lucie) is more than 80 million
dollars annually. (SL-1-14) (SL-V-14)

Comment: I'm here to speak about the economic health of St. Lucie County, of which the
St. Lucie Power Plant is a key contributor. (SL-A- 1)

Response: The comments are noted. Effects on the local economy due to license renewal are
considered as a Category 2 issue in the GEIS and are, therefore, examined on a site-specific
basis in Sections 2.0 and 4.0 of the supplement to the GEIS for St. Lucie license renewal.

Comment: Florida Power and Light is the second largest employer in the county, with more
than 800 full-time workers and contributes more than 80 million to the local economy. (SL-AF-4)

Comment: We are one of the largest employers in the St. Lucie and Martin County areas, with
over 800 full-time employees. (SL-H-2) (SL-U-2)

Comment: There are about 800 or more employees that work at the power plant. (SL-D-5)

Comment: FP&L is our, one of our major employers in this community. (SL-AC-4)

Comment: St. Lucie Power Plant employs approximately, twelve hundred people. (SL-A-2)
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Comment: There are 378 people at the plant who live in St. Lucie County and the payroll is
about 23 million dollars. (SL-P-3)

Comment: If the St. Lucie Power Plant were to leave St. Lucie County, it would be difficult, we
feel, to have those twelve hundred jobs absorbed into our community, and also our
unemployment rate would start going back up, it would go back up. (SL-A-3)

Comment: FP&L has good paying jobs. (SL-A-4)

Comment: A clean industry that brings 800 or so paying, high paying jobs to the local economy,
is just a phenomenal asset to have in this area. (SL-F-1)

Response: The comments are noted. Employment factors related to license renewal are
considered as a Category 2 issue in the GEIS and are, therefore, examined on a site-specific
basis in Sections 2.0 and 4.0 of the supplement to the GEIS for St. Lucie license renewal.

Comment: FP&L on the tax rolls brings a billion eighty million dollars in assess valuation.
That's the size of business that would be very hard to replace in St. Lucie County, not to mention
the unemployment that could result if they were to leave. (SL-G-2)

Comment: Their investments in property and facilities provide extremely strong part of our tax
base that drives our community. (SL-AC-5)

Comment: The taxes paid here due to the St. Lucie Plant is approximately 20 million dollars a
year. (SL-P-2)

Response: The comments are noted. The comments are supportive of license renewal and
relate to the socioeconomic benefits that the plant brings to the local communities. Effects on
the tax base due to license renewal are considered as a Category 2 issue in the GEIS and are,
therefore, examined on a site-specific basis in Sections 2.0 and 4.0 of the supplement to the
GEIS for St. Lucie license renewal.

A.2.2 Comments Concerning Air Quality Issues

Comment: The carbon emissions from the endless line of nuclear-laden security truck convoys
will surely contribute a little something. (SL-T-4)

Comment: The St. Lucie Power Plant provides a source of clean energy. And it's through our
operations that we avoid production of greenhouse gases, which many scientists believe
contribute to global warming. (SL-U-4) (SL-H-4)
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Comment: Another benefit in renewing the St. Lucie Plant licenses is our ability to continue
providing clean energy without using additional land for new power plants. In fact, nuclear power
plants prevent substantial amount of carbon emissions and other pollutants from going into the
air we breathe. The positive impact on air quality will continue during the period of extended
operation. (SL-V-12) (SL-1-12)

Comment: When I look at the options that are out there, I'm looking for the kind of electricity
that shows the least amount of pollution and I'm very, very pleased to be able to say that we
have a nuclear power plant in St. Lucie County and that it's got the controls against pollution that
it has. (SL-G-4)

Comment: But I have always felt that the clean air has been tested by the national people, by
the state people. (SL-W-4)

Response: The comments are noted. These emissions are regulated through permits issued
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the State of Florida. Air quality will be
discussed in Section 2.0 of the SEIS. The comments provide no new information and, therefore,
will not be evaluated further.

A.2.3 Comments Concerning Human Health Issues

Comment: I believe that the St. Lucie Site-Specific Environmental Impact Statement must
include careful analysis of the following factors, fully considering their impact throughout the
20-year extension period: analysis of health and environmental effects of airborne and liquid
radioactive waste the St. Lucie plant has released and is projected to release during its
operating life. (SL-AN-1 1)

Comment: My death and the possible death of countless peoples is acceptable to NRC
regulations and FP&L procedures. It's threatening and it's not worth it. (SL-AE-5)

Comment: The nuclear industry presents a catastrophic scenario never before imaginable, and,
besides the usual number of injuries and deaths in the energy field. (SL-AE-4)

Comment: I do believe that all industries, coal-fired plants, oil burning plants, they all have their
allowable deaths per million ratio, but nuclear power, by the very nature of it, it's acceptance and
promulgation among the very few governing and regulatory bodies, we don't have a lot of people
giving input on this, just the NRC and FP&L. (SL-AE-3)
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Response: The comments are noted. Radiation exposure to the public and workers from
routine releases were evaluated in the GEIS and determined to be a Category 1 issue. The
comments provide no new information and, therefore, will not be evaluated further.

Comment: The company and outside agencies consistently monitor the air and water quality
around the plant and surrounding communities, to ensure those strict environmental standards
are not only maintained, but upheld. (SL-Q-5)

Comment: The company operates more than 30 different environmental monitoring stations
that sample the air and the water, to ensure that they meet and do better than federal, state, and
county standards. (SL-J-4)

Comment: The State of Florida, Department of Health, Bureau of Radiation and Control,
independently monitors levels at locations surrounding Florida Power and Light's nuclear power
plants and the agency also, they sample new plant soil and other water to confirm that they're
testing their findings. (SL-D-6)

Comment: The State of Florida's Department of Health, Bureau of Radiation Control
independently monitors and tests radiation levels at locations surrounding St. Lucie Plant.
Monitoring and testing includes sampling of air, water, shoreline sediment, fish, crustacea, broad
leaf vegetation, and milk. These levels have consistently been comparable to those measured
throughout the state for the last 25 years. (SL-AG-4)

Comment: The NRC has a terrible track record as far as really addressing the problems of
contamination of the environment. (SL-R-2)

Comment: Plant Emissions. The Generic EIS for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants,
NUREG-1437, fails to list the isotopes and isotopic concentrations for radioactive pollution
released to the public in airbome and waterborne waste streams for St. Lucie Units 1 & 2. The
draft SEIS needs to list this information for each of the previous 10 years and project radioactive
pollution amounts for the 20 years of license extension. Since the GEIS was completed in
April 1996, the calculated exposure rates and the calculated adverse health effects have
become woefully outdated. At a public meeting sponsored by the NRC in Homestead, Florida, it
was stated by a member of the NRC staff that the work on the GEIS began in 1992. The date of
April 1996 for manuscript completion gives no assurance that the data and calculations were
current as of April 1996. (SL-AO-12) (SL-AQ-12)

Comment: All studies on radiation health effects completed since April 1996 are being ignored.
The draft SEIS needs to publish accurate historical data on St. Lucie radioactive emissions, year
by year, isotope by isotope. This would give independent scientists as well as industry scientists
an opportunity to use current data and calculations to improve the accuracy of findings of the
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outdated GEIS in time to be included in the final SEIS. By hiding this data from the public, the
NRC fosters the perception that publishing isotopic emissions data is something to be feared
and avoided at all costs. (SL-AO-13) (SL-AQ-13)

Response: The comments are noted. The requirements for monitoring and quantification of
routine releases to the environment are beyond the scope of license renewal. The NRC requires
the licensee routinely to conduct radiological monitoring of all plant effluents, as well as sample
biota and locally grown food-stuffs. Additionally, the State of Florida independently monitors the
environment around the nuclearplant for radioactive contamination. The NRC also
communicates with permitting agencies that administer the Clean WaterAct and the Clean Air
Act, State radiological agencies, the Fish and Wildlife Service, and other organizations. Any
potential noncompliance of monitoring requirements is an operational safety issue, handled
through the inspection and reporting process and is not within the scope of license renewal. The
comments provide no new information, and, therefore, will not be evaluated further.

A.2.4 Comments Concerning Aquatic Ecology Issues

Comment: The power plant itself has not been emitting pollutants of any kind that would have
been damaging our marine resources. (SL-S-4)

Response: The comment is noted. The comment concerns a Category 1 issue: effects of
plant releases on aquatic biota near St. Lucie Units 1 and 2. Aquatic ecology will be discussed
in Section 2.0 and environmental impacts of operation will be discussed in Section 4.0 of the
SEIS. The comment provides no new information and, therefore, will not be evaluated further.

Comment: I believe that the St. Lucie Site-Specific Environmental Impact Statement must
include careful analysis of the following factors, fully considering their impact throughout the
20-year extension period: analysis of bioaccumulated radioactivity in marine life at the outfall
pipe and projected additional accumulation during the extended operating period. (SL-AN-12)

Response: The comment is noted. The comment concems accumulation of radioisotopes in
aquatic biota, which was evaluated in the GEIS and determined to be a Category 1 issue.
Aquatic ecology will be discussed in Section 2.0 and environmental impacts of operation will be
discussed in Section 4.0 of the SEIS. The comments provide no new information and, therefore,
will not be evaluated further.

A.2.5 Comments Concerning Terrestrial Resource Issues

Comment: And the fact that the plant takes up quite a bit of very prime real estate and leaves it
in its natural state is a spectacular opportunity for us in terms of providing habitat that we could
not afford to purchase these properties and maintain them in that natural state. (SL-S-5)
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Response: The comment is noted and relates to terrestrial ecology Category 1 issues. The
comment provides no new information; therefore, it will not be evaluated further.

A.2.6 Comments Concerning Uranium Fuel Cycle and Waste Management Issues

Comment: I believe that the St. Lucie Site-Specific Environmental Impact Statement must
include careful analysis of the following factors, fully considering their impact throughout the
20-year extension perod: Costs of safely and securely storing high level nuclear wastes on site
for at least 20 more years. (SL-AN-9)

Comment: The cost impact analysis should include: Risks of accidental radiation release from
a fuel transport and storage. (SL-AM-3)

Comment: I believe that the St. Lucie Site-Specific Environmental Impact Statement must
include careful analysis of the following factors, fully considering their impact throughout the
20-year extension period: Long term storage and transportation hazards of high level nuclear
wastes, including analysis of land routes for the transportation of new fuel and spent fuel through
Florida. (SL-AN-1 0)

Comment: Why do you need a separate license for the pool expansion or dry cask storage?
This should be planned along with the license to renew, to operate. (SL-T-3)

Response: Onsite storage of spent nuclear fuel is a Category 1 issue. The safety and
environmental effects of a long-term storage of spent fuel onsite has been evaluated by the NRC
and, as set forth in the Waste Confidence Rule, the NRC generically determined that such
storage could be accomplished without significant environmental impact. In the Waste
Confidence Rule, the Commission determined that spent fuel can be stored onsite for at least
30 years beyond the licensed operating life, which may include the term of a renewed license.
At or before the end of that period, the fuel would be moved to a permanent repository. The
Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants (GEIS),
NUREG- 1437, is based upon the assumption that storage of the spent fuel onsite is not
permanent. The plant-specific supplement to the GEIS that will be prepared regarding license
renewal for the St. Lucie Units 1 and 2, will be based on the same assumption.

Likewise, the matter of processing and storage of low-level waste is considered a Category 1
issue. The conclusion regarding this issue in the GEIS included consideration of the long-term
storage of low-level waste onsite during the license renewal term. The comments provide no
new information; therefore the comments will not be evaluated further.
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A.2.7 Comments Concerning Threatened or Endangered Species Issues

Comment: The St. Lucie Power Plant is not only a place that produces clean, safe, low cost
electricity, it also is an environmentally friendly facility, that provides a home to dozens of rare,
threatened or endangered birds and animals. (SL-Z-7)

Comment: The plant itself, it's been mentioned, the nuclear plant doesn't take up but a small
portion of the total acreage on the barrier island site. So the rest of the acreage is left in its
natural state and it's maintained in a natural state, in fact enhanced in some areas, by removing
exotic vegetation such as Brazilian Pepper and Australian Pine, and does provide habitat for a
tremendous diversity of life that's on the barrier island, associated with the coastal area, about a
180 or so species of plants and animals that are associated with the site, about 36 different
endangered species there, or threatened species that are on the site, too. (SL-N-2)

Response: The comments are noted. Threatened or Endangered Species is a Category 2
issue, and will be addressed in Sections 2.2 and 4.6 of the supplemental EIS for St. Lucie
Units 1 and 2.

Comment: The St. Lucie Plant, which looks out on the Atlantic Ocean, maintains a strong
commitment to sea turtle protection. Our (FPL) sea turtle progran involves around the clock
efforts, including scientific research and data gathering, participation in the sea turtle stranding
and salvage program, participation in the sea turtle beach nesting surveys and our free guided
turtle walks for the public. (SL-1-9) (SL-V-9)

Comment: The work they (FPL) do on local marine life and their specialized work with our sea
turtle population fills a very important need for us. (SL-M-2)

Comment: There's also a great deal of care for some of our lagoon residents, such as the sea
turtles, that could be killed or injured in water intakes and things of that nature. Every effort is
made to protect them. (SL-S-6)

Comment: The Turtle Beach nature trail mentioned here earlier, is open to the public to enjoy
Florida's natural beauty. The plant's beaches provide one of the best nesting sites for
threatened or endangered sea turtles, and the overall facility itself is a place of quiet beauty.
(SL-Z-8)

Response: The comments are noted. Sea turtles are protected under the Endangered Species
Act, and are evaluated as Threatened or Endangered Species, which is a Category 2 issue.
That analysis will be presented in Sections 2.2 and 4.6 of the supplemental EIS for St. Lucie
Units 1 and 2.
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A.2.8 Comments Concerning Alternatives to the Proposed Action

Comment: I also feel that the NEPA, National Environmental Policy Act goes way back, too.
That's all the way back to 1969. That's what a lot of this is being based on. I think it's a pro-
nuclear bill. It's basically about the process to consider alternatives, which aiming right towards
nuclear power. (SL-T-1)

Comment: If the application is not renewed, he said it would take ten years to create an
alternate source of energy. And think about that. We'd have to take ten years to find alternate
sources of energy. What is the cost going to be? Where is it going to come from? Is it going to
be available? And now we have a plant we have to shut down. What's the cost of shutting the
plant down? What's the cost going to be for jobs in the community if we have to shut the plant
down? And what are the other environmental costs that it's going to take to get sources that
probably aren't going to be in our own community? Our community will suffer. (SL-AB-2)

Comment: An environmental trade study comparing the estimated cost and pollution of various
energy conversion plants should be a part of the renewal process. This should include the total
cost per kW and total cost per kWh including any subsidies. These trades should include those
sources that would be substituted if the renewal license were denied and other energy sources
must be used in compensation. These should include coal, oil, natural gas, wind, solar, and
other less likely forms such as biomass, wave and tidal energy. (SL-AP-1)

Response: The comments are noted. Impacts from reasonable altematives for the St. Lucie
license renewal will be evaluated in Section 8.0 of the SEIS.

Comment: The other aspect of what Florida has is biomass, and in spite of our state senator
arguing for the burning of city waste and incinerator plants, using the heat form that to generate
more energy, there are a lot of pollutants that are associated with human induced waste. The
aspects of mercury, lead, various heavy metals that are within the incineration system and have
to be removed, some remaining to go into the air and water. (SL-L-6)

Comment: There are aspects that should be compared for the non-license renewable aspect in
the EIS scoping to include coal plants, oil fired plants, the natural gas plants that are far lower in
pollution, but there's a lot of limit as to how much there is. It's all fossil fuel. (SL-L-3)

Comment: I read somewhere, on a scale comparing fossil fuel plants with nuclear plant, the
fossil plants pollute at the rate of 30 to 45 percent and the nuclear plant, in comparison, about
3 percent. (SL-J-3)
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Comment: They don't burn fossil fuel, although we are concerned about where that spent fuel
is going to go and what's going to happen. There are other alternatives that always can be
explored and looked at. (SL-N-6)

Response: The comments are noted. Impacts from reasonable altematives, including
altemative fuels, for the St. Lucie license renewal will be evaluated in Section 8.0 of the SEIS.

Comment: Nowhere here tonight did I hear that we, must conserve. I think this is one of our
greatest focuses that we must do. The electricity consumed per customer has to decrease. I
hear that's been on the increase. (SL-AE-7)

Response: The comment is noted. Impacts from reasonable altematives, including
conservation, for the St. Lucie license renewal will be evaluated in Section 8.0 of the SEIS.

Comment: The other aspect of renewable energy is also very difficult. For Florida you'd think,
well, it's the sunshine state, but we don't get as much as Arizona. We have sea breeze storms,
cloud cover, roughly five hours on the average of sunlight, direct blue sky sunlight a day. That's
quite a limitation. (SL-L-4)

Response: The comment is noted. Impacts from reasonable altematives, including solar power
generation, for the St. Lucie license renewal will be evaluated in Section 8.0 of the SEIS.

Comment: As much as I'm a wind energy fan, there's not a lot of wind in Florida. It's rated
marginal by FP&L. (SL-L-5)

Response: The comment is noted. Impacts from reasonable altematives, including wind
power, for the St. Lucie license renewal will be evaluated in Section 8.0 of the SEIS.
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Part 11- Comments Received on the Draft SEIS

A.3 Introduction

Pursuant to 10 CFR Part 51, the staff transmitted the Generic Environmental Impact Statement
for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants, Regarding St. Lucie Unit 1 and 2, Draft Report for
Comment (NUREG-1437, Supplement 11, referred to as the draft SEIS) to Federal, State, and
local government agencies as well as interested members of the public, requesting comments
by January 15, 2003. As part of the process to solicit public comments on the draft SEIS, the
staff:

* placed a copy of the draft SEIS into the NRC's electronic Public Document Room, its
license renewal website, and the Indian River Community College Library in Fort Pierce,
Florida

* sent copies of the draft SEIS to the applicant, members of the public who requested
copies, and certain Federal, State, and local agencies

* published a notice of availability of the draft SEIS and opportunity for comment in the
Federal Register on November 1, 2002 (67 FR 66674)

* issued public announcements, such as advertisements in local newspapers and postings
in public places, of the availability of the draft SEIS

* announced and held two public meetings in Port St. Lucie, Florida, on December 3, 2002,
to describe the results of the environmental review and answer related questions

* issued public service announcements and press releases announcing the issuance of the
draft SEIS, the public meetings, and instructions on how to comment on the draft SEIS

* established a website to receive comments on the draft SEIS through the Internet.

During the comment period, the staff received a total of nine comment letters in addition to the
comments received during the public meetings.

The staff has reviewed the public meeting transcripts and the nine comment letters that are part
of the docket file for the application, all of which are available in the NRC's Electronic Public
Document Room. Appendix A, Part II, Section A.4 contains a summary of the comments and
the staff's responses. Related issues are grouped together. Appendix A, Part II, Section A.5
contains excerpts of the December 3, 2002, public meeting transcripts, the written statements
provided at the public meetings, and the comment letters.
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Each comment identified by the staff was assigned a specific alpha-numeric identifier (marker).
That identifier is typed in the margin of the transcript or letter at the beginning of the discussion
of the comment. A cross-reference of the alpha-numeric identifiers, the speaker or author of the
comment, the page where the comment can be found, and the section(s) of this report in which
the comment is addressed is provided in Table A-2. The speakers at the meetings are listed in
speaking order along with the page of the transcript excerpts in this report on which the
comment appears. These comments are identified by the letters SLD" followed by a number
that identifies each comment in approximate chronological order in which the comments were
made. The written statements (from the public meetings) and written comment letters are also
identified by the letters "SLD."

The staff made a determination on each comment that it was one of the following:

(1) a comment that was actually a request for information and introduced no new information

(2) a comment that was either related to support or opposition of license renewal in general (or
specifically St. Lucie Units 1 and 2) or that made a general statement about the license
renewal process. It may have made only a general statement regarding Category 1 and/or
Category 2 issues. In addition, it provided no new information and does not pertain to
safety considerations reviewed under 10 CFR Part 54.

(3) a comment about a Category 1 issue that
(a) provided significant new information that required evaluation during the review, or
(b) provided no significant new information

(4) a comment about a Category 2 issue that
(a) provided significant information that required evaluation during the review, or
(b) provided no such information

(5) a comment that raised an environmental issue that was not addressed in the GEIS or the
draft SEIS

(6) a comment on safety issues pertaining to 10 CFR Part 54

(7) a comment outside the scope of license renewal (not related to 10 CFR Parts 51 or 54), or

(8) a comment that was editorial in nature.

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11May 2003 A-17



Appendix A

Comment types 3, 4, 5, and 8 may have resulted in changes to the text.

There was no significant new information provided on Category 1 issues [(3)(a) above] or
information that required further evaluation on Category 2 issues [(4)(a)]. Therefore, the GEIS
and draft SEIS remained valid and bounding, and no further evaluation was performed.

Comments without a supporting technical basis or without any new information are discussed in
this appendix, and not in other sections of this report. Relevant references that address the
issues within the regulatory authority of the NRC are provided where appropriate. Many of these
references can be obtained from the NRC Electronic Public Document Room.

Within each section of Part II of this appendix (A.4.1 through A.4.16), similar comments are
grouped together for ease of reference, and a summary description of the comments is given,
followed by the staff's response. Where the comment or question resulted in a change in the
text of the draft report, the corresponding response refers the reader to the appropriate section
of this report where the change was made. Revisions to the text in the draft report are
designated by vertical lines beside the text.

Some numbers were initially assigned to portions of verbal or written statements that were later
determined not to be comments. These items were removed from the table. As a result, not all
numbers are sequential (see Table A-2.)

Table A-2. Comment Log

Section(s) Where
No. Speaker or Author Source Page Number Addressed

SLD-A-1 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meefing Transcnpt (12/03/02) A-44 A.4.11
SLD-A-2 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meeting Transcnpt (12/03102) A-27 A.4.3
SLD-A-3 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meeting Transcrpt (12/03/02) A-51 A.4.15
SLD-A-4 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meeting Transcnpt (12/03/02) A-27 A.4.3
SLD-A-5 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02) A-28 A.4.3
SLD-A-6 D. Anderson Afternoon Meeting Transcrpt (12/03/02) A-28 A.4.3
SLD-A-7 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12103/02) A-47 A.4.14
SLD-A-8 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02) A-41 A.4.11
SLD-A-9 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meeting Transcrpt (12/03/02) A-42 A.4.11
SLD-A-10 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meetng Transcript (12/03/02) A-44 A.4.11
SLD-A-1 1 D. Anderson Aftemoon Meeting Transcrpt (12/03/02) A-28 A.4.3
SLD-B-1 B. Bangert Aftemoon Meeting Transcrpt (12/03/02) A-25 A.4.1
SLD-B-2 B. Bangert Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02) A-25 A.4.1
SLD-B-3 B. Bangert Aftemoon Meetng Transcript (12/03/02) A-37 A.4.9
SLD-B-4 B. Bangert Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02) A-28 A.4.3
SLD-C-1 R. Parrish Aftemoon Meeting Transcrpt (12/03/02) A-42 A.4.1 1
SLD-D-1 G. Wilson Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02) A-42 A.4.11
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Table A-2. (cont'd)

No. Speaker or Author

SLD-D-2
SLD-D-3
SLD-E-1
SLD-F-1
SLD-F-2
SLD-F-3
SLD-F-4
SLD-F-5
SLD-G-1
SLD-H-1
SLD-I-1
SLD-I-2
SLD-1-3
SLD-1-4
SLD-1-5
SLD-I-6
SLD-1-7
SLD-I-8
SLD-1-9
SLD-1-10
SLD-J-1
SLD-J-2
SLD-J-3
SLD-J-4
SLD-J-5
SLD-K-1
SLD-K-2
SLD-K-3
SLD-K-4
SLD-L-1
SLD-L-2
SLD-L-3
SLD-L-4
SLD-L-5
SLD-M-1
SLD-M-2
SLD-M-3
SLD-M-4
SLD-M-5
SLD-N-1
SLD-N-2
SLD-N-3

G. Wilson
G. Wilson
S.Wolfberg
D. Daniel
D. Daniel
D. Daniel
D. Daniel
D. Daniel
G. Cantrell
J. Miller
D.Jemigan
D.Jerigan
D. Jerigan
D. Jerigan
D. Jerigan
D.Jerigan
D. Jerigan
D. Jerigan
D. Jerigan
D. Jerigan
T. Abbatiello
T. Abbatiello
T. Abbatiello
T. Abbatiello
T. Abbatiello
J. Voicsik
J. Vojcsik
J. Voicsik
J. Voicsik
A. Hall
A. Hall
A. Hall
A. Hall
A. Hall
F. Leslie
F. Leslie
F. Leslie
F. Leslie
F. Leslie
B. Raatz
B. Raatz
R Raatz

Source

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meetng Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meetng Transcript (12103102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12103/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (1210302)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12103102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12103/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12103/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aft.moon Meetinn Trnmrint (12/03/02)

Page Number
A-28
A-28
A-28
A-42
A-52
A-54
A-54
A-52
A-51
A-42
A-25
A-25
A-28
A-29
A-51
A-29
A-37
A-31
A-44
A-42
A-25
A-25
A-37
A-51
A-29
A-29
A-51
A-44
A-42
A-29
A-29
A-52
A-52
A-52
A-25
A-25
A-48
A-48
A-48
A-49
A-49
A-49

Section(s) Where
Section(s) Where

Addressed-
A.4.3
A.4.3
A.4.3
A.4.11
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.11
A.4.1
A.4.1
A.4.3
A.4.3
A.4.15
A.4.3
A.4.9
A.4.4
A.4.11
A.4.11
A.4.1
A.4.1
A.4.9
A.4.15
A.4.3
A.4.3
A.4.15
A.4.11
A.4.11
A.4.3
A.4.3
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.14
A.4.1
A.4.1
A.4.14
A.4.14
A.4.14
A.4.14
A.4.14
A4.14
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Table A-2. (cont'd)

Speaker or Author Source
B. Raatz
B. Raatz
R. De Cristofaro
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
H. Fenn
H. Fenn
H. Fenn
H. Fenn
H. Fenn
H. Fenn
H. Fenn
H. Fenn
H. Fenn
H. Fenn
M. Oncavage
M. Oncavage
M. Oncavage
M. Oncavage
L. Brumfield
L. Brumfield
L. Brunmfield
L. Brumfield
L. Brumnfeld
J. Rowley
J. Rowley
J. Rowley
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Aeminn

Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12103/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meetng Transcript (12/03/02)
Afternoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03102)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meetng Transcript (12103/02)
Aftemoon Meetng Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meetng Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meetng Transcript (12103/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12103/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Aftemoon Meeting Transcript (12103/02)
Aftemoon Meeing Transcript (12103/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeffng Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03102)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript ( 2103/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12103/02)
Fvenina Meetino Transcit 1203/02)

Page Number
A-55
A-33
A-56
A-42
A-45
A-50
A-53
A-38
A-39
A-39
A-50
A-56
A-29
A-44
A-29
A-29
NA
A-30
A-42
A-30
A-48
A-30
A-26
A-27
A-52
A-46
A-48
A-27
A-46
A-47
A-49
A-30
A-43
NA
A-25
A-25
A-28
A-29
A-51
A-29
A-37
A-31
A-44

Section(s) Where
Addressed

A.4.15
A.4.7
A.4.15
A.4.11
A.4.13
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.10
A.4.10
A.4.1 0
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.3
A.4.1 1
A.4.3
A.4.3
NA
A.4.3
A.4.11
A.4.3
A.4.14
A.4.3
A.4.2
A.4.2
A.4.1S
A.4.13
A.4.14
A.4.2
A.4.13
A.4.13
A.4.14
A.4.3
A.4.11
NA
A.4.1
A.4.1
A.4.3
A.4.3
A.4.15
A.4.3
A.4.9
A.4.4
A-4.11
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No.
SLD-N-4
SLD-N-5
SLD-0-1
SLD-P-1
SLD-P-2
SLD-P-3
SLD-P-4
SLD-P-5
SLD-P-6
SLD-P-7
SLD-P-8
SLD-P-9
SLD-Q-1
SLD-C-2
SLD-0-3
SLD-Q-4
SLD-Q-5 ()
SLD-Q-6
SLD-0-7
SLD-0-8
SLD-Q-9
SLD-0-10
SLD-R-1
SLD-R-2
SLD-R-3
SLD-R-4
SLD-S-1
SLD-S-2
SLD-S-3
SLD-S-4
SLD-S-5
SLD-T-1
SLD-T-2
SLD-T-3 ''
SLD-U-1
SLD-U-2
SLD-U-3
SLD-U-4
SLD-U-5
SLD-U-6
SLD-U-7
SLD-U-8
SLD-U-9
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Table A-2. (cont'd)

Soeaker or Author
D. Jemigan
T. Abbatello
T. Abbatello
T. Abbatello
T. Abbatiello
T. Abbatello
V. Barry
V. Barry
V. Barry
V. Barry
V. Barry
V. Barry
V. Barry
V. Barry
V. Barry
V. Barry
L. Bullington
K. Knapp
C. Bogacki
B. Wells
G. Hogue
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
B. Wells
J. James
J. James
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan

Source
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeing Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12103/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (1 2/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (i 2/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meetng Transcript (12/03102)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12103/02)
Evening Meetng Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03102)
Evening Meeting Transcript (12/03/02)
Evening MeeUng Transcript (12/03/02)
E-mail (01/04/03)
E-mail (01106/03)
E-mail (01/06/03)
E-mail (01/10/03)
E-mail (01/10/03)
E-mail (01/10/03)
E-mail (01/10/03)
E-mail (01/10/03)
E-mal (01/10/03)
E-mail (01/10/03)
E-mail (01/10/03)
E-mail (01/10/03)
E-mail (01/10/03)
E-mail (01/11/03)
E-mail (01/11/03)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)

Page Number
A-42
A-25
A-25
A-37
A-51
A-29
A-30
A-30
A-53
A-53
A-43
NA
A-43
A-30
A-40
A-30
A-43
A-43
A-34
A-53
A-71
NA
A-45
A-50
A-53
A-38
A-39
A-39
A-50
A-56
A-56
A-55
A-50
A-47
A-68
A-68
A-68
A-68
A-68 J
A-62

Section(s) Where
Addressed-

A.4.11
A.4.1
A.4.1
A.4.9
A.4.1 5
A.4.3
A.4.3
A.4.3
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.11
NA
A.4.11
A.4.3
A.4.10
A.4.3
A.4.11
A.4.11
A.4.7
A.4.15
A.4.17
NA
A.4.13
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.10
A.4.10
A.4.10
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.15
A.4.13
A.4.16
A.4.16
A.4.1 6
k.4.16
A.4.16
k.4.16
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No.
SLD-U-1 0
SLD-V-1
SLD-V-2
SLD-V-3
SLD-V-4
SLD-V-5
SLD-W-1
SLD-W-2
SLD-W-3
SLD-W-4
SLD-W-5
SLD-W-6 (a)

SLD-W-7
SLD-W-8
SLD-W-9
SLD-W-10
SLD-X-1
SLD-Y-1
SLD-Z-1
SLD-M-1
SLD-AB-1
SLD-AC-1
SLD-AC-2
SLD-AC-3
SLD-AC-4
SLD-AC-5
SLD-AC-6
SLD-AC-7
SLD-AC-8
SLD-AC-9
SLD-AC-10
SLD-AC-1 1
SLD-AD-1
SLD-AD-2
SLD-AE-1
SLD-AE-2
SLD-AE-3
SLD-AE-4
SLD-AE-5
SLD-AE-6
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Table A-2. (cont'd)

Section(s) Where
No. SDeaker or Author Source Page Number Addressed

SLD-AE-7 D. Jemigan Leter (01/09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-8 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-9 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-10 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-68 A.4.16
SLD-AE-11 D. Jemigarn Letter (01/09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-12 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-13 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-71 A.4.16
SLD-AE-14 D. Jemigan Lefter (01/09/2003) A-60 A.4.16
SLD-AE-15 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-67 A.4.16
SLD-AE-16 D. Jemigan Leter (01/09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-17 D. Jemigan Leter (01(09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-18 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-68 A.4.16
SLD-AE-19 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-70 A.4.16
SLD-AE-20 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-68 A.4.16
SLD-AE-21 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-70 A.4.16
SLD-AE-22 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-67 A.4.16
SLD-AE-23 D. Jemigan Leter (01/09/2003) A-69 A.4.16
SLD-AE-24 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-69 A.4.16
SLD-AE-25 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-70 A.4.16
SLD-AE-26 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-60 A.4.16
SLD-AE-27 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-69 A.4.16
SLD-AE-28 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-64 A.4.16
SLD-AE-29 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-30 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-31 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-62 A.4.16
SLD-AE-32 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-63 A.4.16
SLD-AE-33 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-63 A.4.16
SLD-AE-34 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-64 A.4.16
SLD-AE-35 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-64 A.4.16
SLD-AE-36 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-63 A.4.16
SLD-AE-37 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-65 A.4.16
SLD-AE-38 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-63 A.4.16
SLD-AE-39 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-60 A.4.16
SLD-AE-40 D. Jemigan Lefter (01/09/2003) A-65 A.4.16
SLD-AE-41 D. Jemigan Lefter (01/09/2003) A-63 A.4.16
SLD-AE-42 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-65 A.4.16
SLD-AE-43 D. Jemigan Lefter (01/09/2003) A-66 A.4.16
SLD-AE-44 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-32 A.4.16
SLD-AE-45 D. Jemigan Letter (01/09/2003) A-66 A.4.16
SLD-AE-46 D. Jemigan Letter (01/0912003) A-66 A.4.16
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Table A-2. (cont'd)

Section(s) Where

No. Speaker or Author Source Pale Number Addressed

Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/0912003)
Letter (01/0912003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/0912003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/0912003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Leter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
Letter (01/09/2003)
E-mail (01 13/03)
E-mail (01/13/03)
E-mail (01/13/03)
E-mail (01/13103)
E-mail (01/13/03)
E-mail (01/13103)

A-63

A-65
A-61
A-60
A-59
A-59
A-59
A-61
A-59
A-60
A-60
A-60
A-60
A-59
A-64
A-61
A-60
A-61
A-60
A-61
A-63
A-63
A-63
A-63
A-67
A-67
A-69
A-66
A-69
A-69
A-69
A-69
A-70
A-70
A-57
A-58
A-56
A-58
A-58
A-58

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16
A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16
A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.16

A.4.15

A.4.15

A.4.15

A.4.15

A.4.15

A.4.15
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SLD-AE-47
SLD-AE-48
SLD-AE-49
SLD-AE-50
SLD-AE-51
SLD-AE-52
SLD-AE-53
SLD-AE-54
SLD-AE-55
SLD-AE-56
SLD-AE-57
SLD-AE-58
SLD-AE-59
SLD-AE-60
SLD-AE-61
SLD-AE-62
SLD-AE-63
SLD-AE-64
SLD-AE-65
SLD-AE-66
SLD-AE-67
SLD-AE-68
SLD-AE-69
SLD-AE-70
SLD-AE-71
SLD-AE-72
SLD-AE-73
SLD-AE-74
SLD-AE-75
SLD-AE-76
SLD-AE-77
SLD-AE-78
SLD-AE-79
SLD-AE-80
SLD-AF-1
SLD-AF-2
SLD-AF-3
SLD-AF-4
SLD-AF-5
SLD-AF-6

D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
D. Jemigan
M. Oncavage
M. Oncavage
M. Oncavage
M. Oncavage
M. Oncavage
M. Oncavage
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Table A-2. (cont'd)

Section(s) Where
No. Speaker or Author Source Page Number Addressed

SLD-AF-7 M. Oncavage E-mail (01/13/03) A-58 A.4.15
SLD-AF-8 M. Oncavage E-mail (01/13/03) A-57 A.4.15
SLD-AF-9 M. Oncavage E-mail (01/13/03) A-54 A.4.15
SLD-AG-1 F. Leslie Letter(01/16/03) A-25 A.4.1
SLD-AG-2 F. Leslie Letter(01/16/03) A-44 A.4.12
SLD-AG-3 F. Leslie Letter (01/16/03) A-40 A.4.10
SLD-AG-4 F. Leslie Letter (01/16/03) A-58 A.4.15
SLD-AG-5 F. Leslie Letter (01/16/03) A-56 A.4.15
SLD-AG-6 F. Leslie Letter (0111 6/03) A-48 A.4.14
SLD-AG-7 F. Leslie Letter (01/16/03) A-45 A.4.12
SLD-AG-8 F. Leslie Letter (01/16/03) A-26 A.4.1
SLD-AH-1 W. Dobbins Letter (12106/02) A-43 A.4.11
SLD-AH-2 W. Dobbins Letter (12/06/02) A-30 A.4.3
SLD-AI-1 H. Mueller Letter (01/15/03) A-49 A.4.14
SLD-AI-2 H. Mueller Letter (01/15/03) A-49 A.4.14
SLD-AI-3 H. Mueller Letter (01/15/03) A-37 A.4.9
SLD-AI-4 H. Mueller Letter (01115/03) A-38 A.4.9
SLD-AI-5 H. Mueller Letter (01/15/03) A-38 A.4.9
SLD-AI-6 H. Mueller Letter (01/15/03) A-35 A.4.7
SLD-AI-7 H. Mueller Letter(01115/03) A-36 A.4.8
SLD-AI-8 H. Mueller Letter (01/15/03) A-33 A.4.6
SLD-AI-9 H. Mueller Letter (01/15/03) A-36 A.4.8
SLD-AI-10 H. Mueller Letter (01115/03) A-33 A.4.6
(a) This comment was determined upon later review to either be combined with another comment or to be un-related to the scope

of the SEIS.
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A.4 Comments and Responses on the Draft SEIS

A.4.1 Comments in Support of the License Renewal Process

Comment: I want to express my appreciation to those who drafted this report, for including a
glossary of the acronyms used in the report. (SLD-B-1)

Comment: The Alliance is also very impressed by the systematic and completeness of the
report in evaluating the environmental consequences of renewing the licenses for the St. Lucie
FP&L Plants 1 and 2, for operation for an additional twenty years. (SLD-B-2)

Comment: FPL strongly supports the openness of this process. (SLD-1-1) (SLD-U-1)

Comment: I believe that this report has reflected a comprehensive assessment of the
environmental impact of license renewal. (SLD-1-2) (SLD-U-2)

Comment: The supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the St. Lucie license renewal
provides a thorough examination of ninety-two environmental issues addressed in the
regulations. This very broad approach has been thoughtfully designed and is intended to cover
the wide spectrum of issues that might be raised by members of the public for governmental
review agencies. (SLD-J-1) (SLD-V-1)

Comment: The supplemental Environmental Impact Statement concludes that the
environmental impacts from operating St. Lucie for an additional twenty years, would be small.
This conclusion is based on the detailed analysis of the impact areas. I agree with this
conclusion. It is the same conclusion that was made in FPL's environmental report prepared as
a part of our application. (SLD-J-2) (SLD-V-2)

Comment: I did read the SEIS, Supplement 1 1 and found it very interesting. And I especially
commend that writers of that report for doing such a good job in the field of alternative energy.
(SLD-M-1)

Comment: And so, in looking at the work that has been done within Supplement 11, the
comparison of small, moderate and large impacts on the environment, it appears to me that the
nuclear option is the best way to continue and I'm supporting that. (SLD-M-2)

Comment: The use of SMALL, MODERATE, and LARGE impact on the environment qualifiers
is a good approach to focus on the effect rather than various quantities. (SLD-AG-1)

Comment: Table 9-1 displays the SMALL impact of relicensing versus the other replacement
power possibilities that range from MODERATE to LARGE impacts. License renewal thus
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appears to be the best action now, and in perhaps twenty years, other energy alternatives may
be better suited and economic. (SLD-AG-8)

Response: The comments are supportive of license renewal and its processes and are generalI
in nature. The comments are noted and are consistent with the conclusions in this SEIS. The
comments provide no new information; therefore, the comments were not evaluated further.
There was no change to the SEIS text.

A.4.2 Comments in Opposition to the License Renewal Process

Comment: I raised eight public safety issues that needed to be included in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and not even one of those safety issues are in this draft study.
Apparently some individuals of the NRC have great difficulty relating safety and public concems
to their Environmental Impact Statement. Also, I would like someone from the Office of the
General Counsel to explain to me exactly which provisions of the National Environmental Policy
Act enable the NRC staff to ignore the tremendously dangerous issues that I raised at the
scoping meeting. No matter. There are forces at work here well beyond the control of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the nuclear industry. (SLD-R-1)

Response: The comment is noted. The commenter states that the issues he raised during the
NEPA scoping process were not addressed in the Draft SEIS. The Staff determined in the
Scoping Summary Report (ML021160348) dated July 8, 2002, which predated the October2002
draft SEIS, that the issues raised by the commenter are not related to the environmental
consequences of the Federal action (as prescribed in 10 CFR Part 51) to renew a license and
will not be considered in the environmental review.

As characterized by the commenter, the issues raised are safety issues. NRC's safety
responsibilities fall under the Atomic Energy Act, either associated with the current operation of
the facility or with the continued operation should the license be renewed. The NRC safety
review for license renewal is conducted pursuant to 10 CFR Part 54 and is documented in a
safety evaluation report, a separate document from this SEIS, in an inspection report, and in the
review by the NRC's Advisory Committee for Reactor Safeguards. One of the principal
responsibilities of the NRC is the protection of the health and safety of the public and any safety
issue that has a bearing on this responsibility is evaluated. During the course of the
environmental review for license renewal, safety issues brought to the staff's attention are
referred to the appropriate safety venue for consideration.

The commenter also requested an that the staff explain why beyond design basis accidents are
not evaluated for potential environmental impact under the provisions of NEPA. The
environmental review mandated by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is subject to a
rule of reason and as such need not include all theoretically possible environmental effects
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arising out of an action, but may be limited to effects which are shown to have some likelihood of i
occurring. Environmental impact statements need not discuss the environmental effects of I
alternatives which are deemed only remote and speculative possibilities. Additionally, NEPA I
does not require the preparation of an environmental impact statement for hypothetical accident I
scenarios based on remote and speculative events.

7his comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. I
There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: International affairs show that nuclear electricity is too dangerous, too expensive, I
and too unreliable to have a meaningful future. (SLD-R-2) I

I
Response: The comment is noted. The comment is not sufficiently specific enough to provide I
a detailed response. The cost of power is outside the scope of license renewal. Reliability is I
also outside the scope. Operational safety matters are outside the scope of the NRC's I
environmental review. An NRC safety review for license renewal is conducted pursuant to 10 I
CFR Part 54 and will be documented in a safety evaluation report separate from this SEIS. The I
comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. I
There was no change to the SEIS text. I

Comment: You know, I really wish that nuclear power could work, but I don't believe it's I
working, for the very reasons that I get the willies when I drive by the power plant over on I
Hutchinson Island. (SLD-S-2) I

I
Response: The comment is noted. The comment is not sufficiently specific enough to provide I
a detailed response. The comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was I
not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

A.4.3 Comments in Support of St. Lucie Units 1 and 2

Comment: The St. Lucie Power Plant provides our industry with a reliable source of electricity. I
In St. Lucie County, we're not like other areas of the country where you experience brownouts or I
blackouts. Our industry, as a diversified industry we have here now, relies heavily on a steady I
source of electricity and a reliable source. (SLD-A-2) I

I
Comment: The St. Lucie Plant is among the lowest cost producers of electricity in the FPL I
system, and this helps keep our electric bills low. And that is one of the attractions to our area I
for industry. (SLD-A-4) I

I
I
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Comment: Our power bills are more reasonable than most others in the country, in part
because of this plant, and we want to keep our power bills low and our quality of life high.
(SLD-A-5)

Comment: We want to keep the St. Lucie Power Plant as part of our future. The site is already
established. They're continuing to operate - the continuation of operating this facility means no
new land would be disturbed to construct a new facility to replace this one. (SLD-A-6)

Comment: The thing that impresses me most about the St. Lucie Plant is its reputation. I've
heard about the good ratings the plant has received through the years from the NRC.
(SLD-A-1 1)

Comment: I cannot stress strongly enough our commendations for FP&L's continuing efforts to
improve any areas that they find may be having a detrimental effect on the environment, on any
portion of their eleven hundred plus acres on the island adjacent to Plants 1 and 2, or along its
transmission lines. (SLD-B-4)

Comment: The employees at the power plant pose no problem for law enforcement. And they
are certainly, as Mr. Anderson pointed out earlier, a great neighbor for us to have here in
St. Lucie County. (SLD-D-2)

Comment: St. Lucie County Sheriff's Office works closely with the security department out at
the plant to ensure that all of those issues that of concern for a lot of people who live in the area
out there are taken care of, and that working relationship is a very strong relationship and one
that we're very proud of. So on behalf of law enforcement in St. Lucie County, we are in support
of license renewal for the power plant. (SLD-D-3)

Comment: We're here in support of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's relicensing of
St. Lucie's Unit 1 and 2. We have had a relationship with the power plant for over twenty-three
years that during this time we've been able to build a model partnership in relationships between
FP&L and the county, and the benefits going both way. We consider St. Lucie Power Plant a
partner in our planning, our response and operating, and continuing education in emergency
services as well as just good friends, partners and corporate partners. On behalf of Martin
County Emergency Services, again, we support the relicensing for Unit 1 and 2. (SLD-E-1)

Comment: When I look at the evidence as presented in this supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement and other license renewal documents that have been submitted, I'm assured
that the plant's safety and a positive impact on our environment exists with these reports and
what's contained in them. I believe the case for continued operation of the St. Lucie Plant is
strong. (SLD-1-3) (SLD-U-3)
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Comment: The performance of our power plant is top notch, thanks to our employees, which
we've got a couple here in the audience today. Their time, their effort, their dedication have
resulted in St. Lucie consistently being recognized as one of the safest and most reliable, and
most efficient plants in the United States. Our employees have worked diligently through
effective maintenance programs to sustain the option for continued plant operation well beyond
the initial forty year license. (SLD-1-4) (SLD-U-4)

Comment: The St. Lucie Plant is among the lowest cost of electricity within the FPL system.
(SLD-1-6) (SLD-U-6)

Comment: The St. Lucie employees want to remain a part of this community. As your
neighbors, safe and reliable operation of the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant is our top priority. We
believe license renewal makes good sense. It makes good business sense for both FPL and its
customers. And in light of the current situation in the world, we also believe that it is the right
thing to do for our country. (SLD-J-5) (SLD-V-5)

Comment: I would like to add my voice to those today, who are supporting the license renewal
for Florida Power and Light St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant. (SLD-K-1)

Comment: Some folks, a lot of folks have come before me today, to reiterate the reasons why
they support Florida Power and Light. Why? Because the St. Lucie Plant is important to the
community. The St. Lucie Plant benefits our local economy tremendously. The St. Lucie Plant
has been an excellent partner and neighbor, be it community or in business. The St. Lucie has
conscientious, dedicated and well trained employees. (SLD-L-1)

Comment: The St. Lucie Plant has been and has a good environmental record. (SLD-L-2)

Comment: We were convinced after a few years that the power plant, Florida Power and Light
power plant was a good entity in our county. Yes, they have questions about the power plant
and there will always be questions about the power plant. (SLD-Q-1)

Comment: I want to stop and have you to recognize that the plant does provide, as far as I'm
concerned, a safe, clean - safe and clean electricity. (SLD-Q-3)

Comment: I understand that the FP&L plant is among the lowest cost producers of electricity
and that is good, because when the rate for electricity goes up too high, then we will suffer. I
would like for the St. Lucie Plant to keep electric bills low. (SLD-Q-4)

Comment: It is my understanding that, for more than one reason, that the power plant is here.
Someone was seeking a better way to provide electricity, other than the coal and the oil that we
were living on at one time. And as a member of this community, I would like to see the power
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plant continue to be a part of our future. The location of the plant, we cannot do anything about
that. I think now that we're in a position that we could stop the increased number of units at the
plant, but so far as doing something about the plants that are already there, I don't believe we
will be able to that. (SLD-Q-6)

Comment: I have been told by some authoritative sources that the power plant workers are
very dedicated persons and well trained. I'm going to live on that fact. (SLD-Q-8)

Comment: I think this nuclear power plant is the best thing for our community environment, as
some of you all have been saying. (SLD-Q-10)

Comment: I can't worry about what's going to happen all over the world, all over the United
States, but I know FP&L here and our power plant, they look after our safety. (SLD-T-1)

Comment: During that time we have relied on Florida Power and Light and the St. Lucie
Nuclear Plant to supply us with low cost, safe and reliable electricity. They have never failed to
fulfill that responsibility. (SLD-W-1)

Comment: We also have enjoyed great credits, by participating in the Florida Power and Light
on-call program. With this program our water heater and our air conditioning system are wired
such, that during peak loads Florida Power and Light can remotely disrupt our service for short
periods of time. To date, if they have activated the system, we are unaware of it, and it has
caused us no inconvenience. (SLD-W-2)

Comment: Adding to their economic and civic achievements, the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant has
always maintained a strong commitment to the environment. Their emphasis on the South
Florida ecosystem have resulted in designing and maintaining a facility that compliments a
friendly relationship of the two. (SLD-W-8)

Comment: The twenty-five year history of the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant has been excellent for the
community, for the environment and its wildlife, and for the people. We have got something very
good here and when you have something good you stick with it. (SLD-W-10)

Comment: However, the most important economic impact of the St. Lucie Plant is the
inexpensive consistent power which it provides to our area. In the past, business took those
power for granted, however, with the recent events in Califomia, and the potential for disruptions
to our oil supply caused by events in the Middle East, we are especially lucky to have the
St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant in our County. (SLD-AH-2)
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Response: The comments are noted. The comments are supportive of license renewal at
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2, and are general in nature. The comments provide no new information;
therefore, the comments were not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

A.4.4 Comments Concerning Air Quality Issues

Comment: We [FPL] can continue to produce clean electricity without air pollution or
greenhouse gases. (SLD-1-8) (SLD-U-8)

Response: The comment is noted. Emissions are regulated through air quality permits issued
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the State of Florida. Air quality is discussed in I
Section 2.0 of this SEIS. The comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment I
was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

A.4.5 Comments Concerning Groundwater Use and Quality Issues

Comment: Page 4-33, line 1-22: In this paragraph, the NRC addressed groundwater use I
conflicts (potable and service water; plants that use > 379 Vmin [>100 gpm]) as an applicable I
Category 2 issue, citing the indirect withdrawal of groundwater at the St. Lucie site in excess of I
100 gpm as the basis. This determination is not consistent with the scope of this issue as I
defined in the GEIS and codified by 10 CFR 51. NRC in GEIS Section 4.8.1," Groundwater I
Use," states, 'This impact could occur as a direct effect of pumping groundwater, ... " (emphasis I
added). Furthermore, the specific concern for this issue is that the cone of depression
associated with direct pumping of groundwater onsite could potentially extend beyond the plant I
boundaries and impact offsite groundwater users. Section 4.8.1 of the GEIS limits the scope of I
this issue to the direct use of groundwater and acknowledges that the indirect use through I
municipal supply is not of concern. Therefore, analysis of this issue should not be expanded to I
include indirect use. Accordingly, this section should state that there are no Category 2 issues I
applicable to St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 during the license renewal term. The statement on line 2, I
'There are no Category 1 issues applicable to groundwater use and quality for St. Lucie Units 1 1
and 2 during the renewal term." is incorrect.' The issu'e "Groundwater quality degradation I
(saltwater intrusion)" is a Category 1 issue that is applicable to St. Lucie. NRC in GEIS I
Section 4.8.2.1 characterizes this issue as Category 1 and discusses the potential for indirect I
impacts of St. Lucie's use of municipal supply, which uses groundwater as the source water. I
Consistent with other sections, the table presented in this section should identify this issue as an I
applicable Category 1 issue. The 10 percent threshold used in NRC's discussion (lines 4-6) is I
not correctly applied given the discussion is' relative to the Category 2 issue of groundwater use I
conflicts. This threshold was specifically used by NRC in the GEIS for the impact significance of I
groundwater quality relative to saltwater intrusion (See GEIS Section 4.8.2.1). The GEIS does I
not provide such a threshold for evaluating impacts from the direct use of groundwater. This I
section should be revised to address the applicable Category 1 issues and state that there are I
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no Category 2 issues applicable to St. Lucie Units 1 and 2. Accordingly, Table 4-8 should be
deleted and it should be noted that the GEIS section cited for the Category 2 issue listed in this
table should only be Section 4.8.1.1. GEIS Section 4.8.2.1 addresses the Category 1 issue
regarding saltwater intrusion. (SLD-AE-44)

Response: The comments are noted. The staffagrees that groundwater quality degradation
(saltwater intrusion), a Category 1 issue, is applicable to the license renewal review for St. Lucie I
and the text and table in Section 4.5 of the SEIS have been revised.

The staff agrees that there are no Category 2 issues related to groundwater use and quality. In
the draft SEIS, the staff identified as a Category 2 issue the issue of groundwater use conflicts
(potable and service water; plants that use >379 I/min [>100 gpm]). The value for potable and
service water usage for the plant, given in Section 4.5, on page 4-33 of the draft SEIS was
incorrect. The correct value, given in Section 2.2.2 of the draft SEIS, is 4.98 X10 5 L (131,000
gal) per day or 346 lmin (91 gpm). Thus, the potable and service water usage for the plant is, in I
fact, less than 379 I/min (100 gpm). Therefore, this Category 2 issue is not applicable to the
St. Lucie license renewal review.

Although the groundwater use issue is not a Category 2 issue, it does constitute a Category 1 I
issue. The staff considers that the Category 1 issue of groundwater use conflict (potable and I
service; plants that use <379 /min [<100 gpm]) applies to St. Lucie because its potable and I
service water usage is 346 /min (91 gpm). 10 CFR Part 51, SubpartA, Appendix B identifies I
this impact as SMALL. Plants using less than 100 gpm are not expected to cause any ground- I
water use conflicts. The SEIS has been revised to identify this issue as a Category 1 issue. I

The staff notes that it disagrees with the commenter that the intent of the GEIS is to limit I
consideration of the issue of groundwater conflicts to only those facilities that withdraw the water I
directly from the aquifer, and to exclude from consideration groundwater impacts for those I
facilities that obtain the water from a municipal water supply that withdraws the water from the I
same aquifer, as is the case with St. Lucie. The concem is not only the cone of depression in I
the immediate vicinity of the plant, although the drawdown at the plant perimeter is frequently I
used as a metric of impacts on the regional groundwater flow pattern, but the overall reduction in I
stability of the groundwater supply.

In summary, the staff has defined the groundwater use conflicts as a Category 1 issue for St. I
Lucie and has included it in the SEIS along with the groundwater quality issue related to I
saltwater intrusion. The comments resulted in changes to the table and text of Section 4.5. I
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A.4.6 Comments Concerning Surface Water Quality Issues

Comment: Applying herbicides and weed killers can impact surface and groundwater
resources. This is of concern at this site, since groundwater is generally very shallow there.
(SLD-AI-8)

Response: The comments are noted. As stated in the text, the applicant primarily uses
herbicides in the form of spot applications to prevent re-sprouting of trees that may interfere
with the electrical conductors. Much less often, the applicant will use broadcast applications to
control exotic grasses. The types, quantities, and application frequency depend on the particular I
maintenance problem at hand. Mowing and trimming are always the applicant's preferred forms I
of right-of-way maintenance. When herbicide use is required, the applicant buys, applies, and I
disposes of the chemicals in accordance with the label instructions for each product and with all I
applicable Federal and State regulations. These regulations are designed to protect human I
health, as well as wildlife and surface or groundwater resources. All herbicide applications are I
performed under the supervision of licensed pesticide applicators to ensure compliance with
Federal and State regulations. The comment provides no new information; therefore, the
comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: Water Quality: Section 2.2.3 briefly discusses the NPDES status of the facility.
Requirements for the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and Industrial I
Wastewater Facility permits should be outlined in the Final GSEIS. (SLD-AI-10) I

I

Response: The comment is noted. A brief description of the requirements of the NPDES I
permit has been added to the SEIS text. The comment resulted in modification of the SEIS text. I

A.4.7 Comments Concerning Aquatic Ecology Issues

Comment: I know that there were periodic discharges of radioactive water into Lake Erie. And I I
remember, you know, there were always these reassurances that that's no concern to the I
human population. But I, you know, when I would see hundreds of dead fish wash up on my
beach right after that, I was not reassured. And then just recently, you know, we've heard about, I
you know, problems with that facility in Ohio. (SLD-N-5)

Response: The comment is noted. The commenter was drawing an analogy between a I
nuclearplant on Lake Erie and the St. Lucie plant. The comment concems a Category 1 issue: I
effects of radiological emissions on aquatic biota near St. Lucie Units 1 and 2. The radiological I
release standards for humans are sufficiently protective to ensure that non-human biota are not I
adversely affected. The dead fish seen in Lake Erie were not due to radiological releases from I
the nuclear industry, but more likely due to cold shock, low dissolved oxygen, or possibly, I
pollution. Aquatic ecology is discussed in Section 2.0, and environmental impacts of operation I
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are discussed in Section 4.0 of this SEIS. There have been no fish kills related to radiological
discharges at the St. Lucie plant. The comment provides no new information; therefore, the
comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: I just want to let you know the posted radioactive material settlement pond that is on
the FP&L site outside of the radiation control area - and FP&L is doing a great job on the
St. Lucie site - but I would like to see the settlement pond that is open to all the wildlife, have
some attention to make this settlement pond de-posted as radioactive material area that is open
to the wildlife, and adhere to the environmental issues that may impact that. (SLD-Z-1)

Response: The comment is noted. The comment is not within the scope of 10 CFR Part 51
requirements for the environmental review associated with the application for license renewal at
SL Lucie Units 1 and 2. Nevertheless, the staff evaluated this issue in some detail because of
the potential concem regarding the spread of radioactive contamination. The contamination of
the sediment in the East Evaporation/Percolation (EP) Pond resulted from a spill of slightly
contaminated water within the plant in 1977. In 1992, the NRC staff conducted an inspection of
the pond and the licensee's actions to minimize the spread of contamination from the pond. The
results of that inspection are contained in inspection reports 50-335/92-15, 50-389/92-15,
50-335/92-22, and 50-389/92-22. These reports establish that no violations of NRC
requirements were identified during the inspection.

Subsequent to the December 3, 2002, public meeting on the draft SEIS for St. Lucie, during
which the commenter voiced his concern, the NRC staff determined that the pond was posted
properly and controlled in accordance with NRC regulations and plant procedures. The East EP
Pond is entirely within the station protected area and, as such, is inaccessible to members of the I
public. Water in the pond is sampled for radioactive material periodically. Pond sediment I
samples have been taken infrequently and have always shown negligible amounts of radioactive I
material. In response to the staff's inquiries, late in 2002, the licensee collected several samples I
of pond sediment for evaluation on January 31, 2003. The results of the isotopic analysis I
revealed the presence of trace amounts of cesium-137in the pond's sediments. The levels in I
the pond sediment are below the effluent release limits stated in 10 CFR Part 20, Appendix B, I
Table B-2, under "Effluents,""Air,"and 'Water." These are applicable to the assessment and I
control of dose to the public from radioactive effluents. The effluent release concentrations for I
water are designed to provide a safe drinking water standard. The pond is not used for I
domestic water, there are no nearby groundwater withdrawal wells that are used for potable I
water, and there are no other uses of the pond that would create a pathway to members of the I
public.

The concern over wildlife and the spread of contaminants through groundwater and/or biota I
(e.g., waterfowl species wading in the pond and becoming contaminated due to contact with the I
sediments) was also investigated by the staff. Because the concentrations of the radionuclides I
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in the sediments are so low and it is likely that contaminated sediments will become buried by I
sediment inflow from the site over time, the staff does not believe that transient biota using the I
pond would be a significant pathway for the spread of contamination to uncontaminated areas I
around the plant site. Radionuclide pattems of spatial/temporal distribution in the surrounding I
area directly correlated to the contaminatedpond have not been documented. No effort has I
been made to remediate or remove contaminated sediment. However, the licensee has I
adequate records and retention programs as required by 10 CFR 50.75(g)(1) to ensure that the I
area will be identified during plant decommissioning. I

At the time of decommissioning, the licensee is required to submit a License Termination Plan I
which contains information on the types and quantities of radioactive materials on the site. I
Decommissioning will ensure that all areas of the site, including the settlement pond, meet the I
site release criteria specified in 10 CFR Part 20 prior to license termination. I

In summay the staffhas determined that the East EP Pondis properlyposted and does not I
pose any immediate risk to public health and safety. The use of the pond by transient biota will I
not result in the unacceptable spread of contamination and the licensee has adequately I
characterized the contamination in the pond. Lastly, there is assurance that the contamination I
will be appropriately remediated at the time of site decommissioning. The staff does not plan to I
pursue the issue further unless new information is obtained that would bring into question the I
staff's conclusions.

The comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further.
There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: Fish: We note the concerns regarding anoxic conditions at the bottom of Big Mud
Creek, where the water depth exceeds 40 feet. Fish kills have been reported in that area, and
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection recommended that the creek be filled to a
more environmentally-friendly depth (page E-8 of the document). Clarification should be
provided in the Final GSEIS regarding the origin of the anoxic conditions mentioned, and the
planned or implemented measures to avoid impacts to fish in the area. (SLD-AI-6)

Response: The comment is noted. Big Mud Creek was dredged during plant construction to
provide deep water access to the Intra-Coastal Waterway. When infrequent barge access to the I
plant is needed the channel is measured for depth and actions taken as required. In addition Big I
Mud Creek provides water for the plant ultimate heat sink. Reported fish kills in the area of Big I
Mud Creek mostly occur east of State Road AlA (personnel communication with James R. I
David, Mosquito Control Director, St. Lucie County, Florida). The dredged area is west of State I
Road A 1A. According to Mr. David, the fish kills that have occurred east of the highway are the I
result of wind-generated tumover of anoxic waters in the shallow areas of the creek. These I
wind-generated turnovers do not appear to occur in the deep waters west of the highway. Fish I
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kills have occurred in Big Mud Creek, west of the highway, caused by cold water in the creek
during extremely cold weather. One the more popular sports fish species in this area is the
common snook (Centropomus undecimalis), which spawns primarily in summer and cannot
tolerate water temperatures below 15 °C (60 OF). Snook can tolerate wholly fresh or saltwater
and is found in schools along the shore and in passes during spawning season. The cold water
kills in Big Mud Creek are not related to the operations of St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 or the depth of
Big Mud Creek. The comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not
evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

A.4.8 Comments Concerning Terrestrial Ecology Issues

Comment: Herbicides: According to Page 2-15, Power Transmission System, herbicides are
used in the transmission right-of-way. The Final GSEIS should specify the types and quantities
of herbicides applied, and the alternatives to spraying plants with defoliants. Similarly, the
FGSEIS should include details regarding broadcast applications for weed control (types,
frequency, quantities, alternatives to chemical applications, etc.). (SLD-AI-7)

Comment: Applications of herbicides in and around residential areas could potentially impact
sensitive populations. In addition, some herbicides may also cause potential adverse impacts to
wildlife. (SLD-AI-9)

Response: The comments are noted. As stated in Section 2.1.7 of the text, the applicant
primarily uses herbicides in the forn of spot applications to prevent re-sprouting of trees that
may interfere with the electrical conductors. Much less often, the applicant will use broadcast
applications to control exotic grasses. The types, quantities, and application frequency depend
on the particular maintenance problem at hand. Mowing and trimming are always the applicant's I
preferred forms of right-of-way maintenance. When herbicide use is required, the applicant I
buys, applies, and disposes of the chemicals in accordance with the label instructions for each I
product, and in accordance with all applicable Federal and State regulations. These regulations I
are designed to protect human health, as well as wildlife and surface or groundwater resources. I
All herbicide applications are performed under the supervision of licensed pesticide applicators, I
to ensure compliance with these Federal and State regulations. The comments provide no new I
information; therefore, the comments were not evaluated further. There was no change to the I
SEIS text.

A.4.9 Comments Concerning Threatened or Endangered Species Issues I
I

Comment: One of our [The Alliance's] primary concerns in the past has been the offshore I
ocean intake structures. The company, by installing and maintaining three barriers of these I
intake structures to reduce potential loss of marine life, particular sea turtles, and to facilitate I
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their return to the ocean recognized our concerns. The addition and construction of a new
smaller mesh barrier east of the larger mesh barriers, plus an active program, including recovery
of turtles from the intake canal, has greatly reduced any harm to entangled turtles. FP&L's
program, which includes recovery of turtles from the intake canal and barrier nets, are monitored
seven days a week, eight to twelve hours a day, by Quantum Resources is exemplary.
(SLD-B-3)

Comment: And from an environmental standpoint, the St. Lucie Plant remains a guardian of our I
natural resources. Our outstanding sea turtle programs are recognized throughout the year by I
the Governor. (SLD-1-7) (SLD-U-7)

Comment: FPL is proud of the work we do to preserve and protect the environment. The sea I
turtle protection and preservation program will continue during the license extension period. I
(SLD-J-3) (SLD-V-3)

Response: The comments are noted. Sea turtles are protected under the Endangered Species I
Act and are evaluated as a threatened or endangered species (a Category 2 issue) in Section I
2.2 and 4.6 of this SEIS. The comments provide no new infornation; therefore, the comments I
were not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: We note that ederally-protected species are listed for the area by the U.S. Fish and I
Wildlife Service (FWS). EPA principally defers to the FWS regarding endangered species I
assessments and encourages NPS to continue coordination with the FWS as appropriate.
(SLD-AI-3)I

Response: The comment is noted. Managing impacts to threatened or endangered species at I
St. Lucie Units 1 and2 is an ongoing process involving coordination among the NRC, FPL, I
FWS, and NMFS. Both FWS and NMFS have responsibility for Federally-protected species that I
occur at St. Lucie. Section 4.6 describes the staff's actions related to compliance with Section 7 1
of the ESA for Federally listed species. The NRC will continue to maintain its compliance with I
the ESA through consultation with State and Federal agencies through the operating life of the I
St. Lucie plant as appropriate. The commentprovides no new information; therefore, the I
comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: A March 6, 2002 letter on page E-8 of the document states that the Florida Fish and I
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) [sic] planned to review Big Mud Creek to determine I
whether additional manatee protection measures were warranted. FWC [sic] stated that they I
wanted to formalize a protocol with Florida Power & Light Company for the capture and recovery I
of manatees entrained in the power plant's intake canal. The DSEIS discusses past incidents I
when manatees entered the intake canal on infrequent occasions and were rescued. As a I
follow-up to this issue, the Final GSEIS should include updated information regarding measures I
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to protect the manatee in the vicinity of St. Lucie, and the outcome of any pertinent studies
regarding Big Mud. (SLD-AI-4)

Response: The comment is noted. Information regarding manatees has been added to the text I
of Section 4.6.1.2 of this SEIS in response to this comment. The comment resulted in
modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Due to the presence of threatened and endangered species in the area,
consultations with the appropriate agencies will need to continue throughout the operating life of I
the facility, in order to avoid and mitigate impacts. (SLD-AI-5)

Response: The comment is noted. The NRC will continue to maintain its compliance with the I
Endangered Species Act through consultation with State and Federal agencies throughout the I
operating life of the St. Lucie plant as appropriate. The comment provides no new information; I
therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

A.4.10 Comments Concerning Human Health Issues

Comment: What class of individuals, what age, weight, sex or other attributes, working or living I
no more than seven miles from the plant, has been determined to be the most vulnerable to so- I
called normal plant radiation emissions?

What is the difference between the population living within a fifty-mile radius of the site in the I
year 2000, and when the plants began operation, and what was the fifty mile radius population I
predicted for the year 2000, at the time of the first hearings? (SLD-P-5) (SLD-AC-5)

Response: The comment is noted. It is not easy to identify the one most vulnerable group
because every individual is different (age, health, and a variety of other factors). However, the I
NRC's regulatory limits for radiological protection are set to protect all workers and the public I
from the harmful health effects of radiation on humans. The limits are based on the
recommendations of standards-setting organizations. Radiation standards reflect extensive I
study by national and intemational organizations (e.g., Intemational Commission on Radiological I
Protection [ICRP], National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements, and National I
Academy of Sciences) and are conservative to ensure that the public and workers at nuclear I
power plants are protected. The NRC radiation exposure standards are presented in 10 CFR I
Part 20, "Standards for Protection Against Radiation," and are based on the recommendations in I
ICRP 26 and 30. Numerous scientifically designed, peer-reviewed studies of occupational levels I
of radiation (versus life-threatening accident doses or medical therapeutic levels) have shown I
minimal effects on human health, and any effect was from exposures well above the exposure I
levels of the typical member of the public from normal operation of a nuclear power plant. I

I
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When the Final Environmental Statements (FESs) for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 were completed in I
the early 1970's, the 80-km (50-mi) population was over 300,000 and expected to be 446,000 by I
1980, when Unit 2 was expected to come online. The FESs estimated that the 2000 80-km I
(50-mi) population would be greater than 740,000. The 2002 FPL Environmental Report (ER) I
stated that the 80-km (50-mi) population was 1, 180,000 for the year 2000, or almost 40 percent I
higher than originally estimated in the FESs. Therefore, the difference between the population in I
2002(1,180,000) from that when the plant began operation (300,000) is 880,000 people. The I
comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. I
There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: At the thirty year ago public hearings, concern was expressed over studies which I
showed the likelihood of a high concentration of radioactive iodine in the milk of nursing mothers I
and in milk goats living close to the plant, along Indian River Drive. Goats were said to have I
seven times the concentration of that of milk cows. Have new studies been done to answer I
these concerns or have procedures been adopted for monitoring and/or notifying lactating I
women or goat farmers? (SLD-P-6) (SLD-AC-6) I

I

Comment: Parents of St. Lucie County children, who seem to have a high incidence of tumors, I
were seeking answers a few years ago as to whether there was a nuclear plant emissions I
connection. Have these questions been resolved? (SLD-P-7) (SLD-AC-7)

Response: The comments are noted. Numerous scientifically designed, peer-reviewed studies I
of personnel exposed to occupational levels of radiation have shown minimal effects on human I
health, and any effects were from exposures well above the exposure levels of the typical I
member of the public from normal operation of a nuclearpowerplant. The radiation effects of I
normal reactor operation on human health are Category 1 issues. I

I

The State of Florida conducts a radiological environmental monitoring program in the environs of I
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2; as part of this program, samples of foods such as milk from dairy I
animals (cows and goats) are monitored for radioactive material. As part of the environmental I
review, the NRC staff reviewed reports from this program for the last several years. Based on I
data contained in these reports, there has been no indication of elevated iodine-131 or I
strontium-90 levels in cow or goat milk.

At the request of Congress, the National Cancer Institute (NCI) conducted a study in 1990, I
'Cancer in Populations Living Near Nuclear Facilities," to look at cancer mortality rates around I
52 nuclear power plants, nine Department of Energy facilities, and one former commercial fuel I
reprocessing facility. The NCI study concluded, 'from the evidence available, this study has I
found no suggestion that nuclear facilities may be linked causally with excess deaths from I
leukemia or from other cancers in populations living nearby." In addition, the American Cancer I
Society has concluded that although reports about cancer case clusters in such communities I
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have raised public concem, studies show that clusters do not occur more often near nuclear
plants than they do by chance elsewhere in the population.

Based on the analysis in the GEIS, the Commission made a generic deternination that the
radiation effects of normal reactor operation during the renewal term on human health would be
SMALL. The staff has not identified any significant new infornation related to the radiation
aspect of human health in the ER, the scoping process, its independent review, or in this
comment that would call the conclusions of the GEIS in question. Therefore, the staff relies on
those conclusions, as amplified by supporting infornation in the GEIS related to the radiation
effects of normal operation during the renewal term on human health. The comments provide
no new information; therefore, the comments were not evaluated further. There was no change
to the SEIS text.

Comment: They [the State of Floridal have continually found both the air and the water
surrounding the plant meets their standards and those of the Federal Government. (SLD-W-9)

Response: The comment is noted. The comment is supportive of license renewal at St. Lucie
Units 1 and 2, and is general in nature. Any potential non-compliance of monitoring
requirements is an operational safety issue, handled through the inspection and reporting
process and is not within the scope of license renewal. The comment provides no new
information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the
SEIS text.

Comment: Plant safety/security comments: Discuss and clarify recent USA Today stories
about a SANDIA report discussing offsite radiation release plumes of 500 miles extent rather
than the 50 mile limit used in the Supplement. The radiation levels at varying distances must
have great meaning. While the St. Lucie plant has clearing of a potential plume release by
westerly weather winds, it also has easterly to southeasterly sea breeze winds that could send a
release plume across the state towards Orlando or Tampa. (SLD-AG-3)

Response: The comment is noted. The staff assumes that the article referred to in the
comment was the November 11, 2002 article in USA Today entitled "Study wams of 500-mile
radiation spread." The newspaper article refers to a "special report prepared by experts within
the NRC and the Sandia National Laboratory." Actually, the report was prepared by the NRC
staff with help from the Sandia, Argonne, and Idaho National Engineering and Environmental
Laboratory. The report is entitled Technical Study of Spent Fuel Pool Accident Risk at
Decommissioning Nuclear Power Plants (NUREG- 1738), and was published in February 2001.
The study determined that the risk from severe (i.e., beyond design-basis) spent fuel pool
accidents is low because of the very low likelihood of a zirconium fire (the scenario analyzed in
the study) in the spent fuel pool. The study evaluated the consequences of such a spent-fuel-
pool accident in part using the MACCS2 computer code. he MACCS2 code models the
dispersion of radionuclides after a release and its consequences on the surrounding human
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population. Input parameters for the MACCS2 code include radionuclide inventories,
radionuclide release fractions, evacuation and relocation criteria, and population density.
Appendix 4 of NUREG-1738 provides a series of tables that summarize the mean consequences
for a base case along with a number of sensitivity cases to evaluate the impact of altemative I
model assumptions. These tables provide data on prompt fatalities and long-term fatalities for
distances from 0 to 160 km (0 to 100 mi) and 0 to 800 km (0 to 500 mi) from the point of release
of the contamination. The long-term fatalities are derived from the collective dose calculated by
the computer code to the surrounding population. A simple conversion of dose to cancer I
fatalities was used to determine the long-term fatalities for each case for each different decay
time.

These calculations use the concept of collective dose, which assumes that a small radiation
dose spread among a large population would yield effects similar to a much larger dose among
a much smaller population. This is a very conservative assumption. The Health Physics
Society, www.hps.ora. states: "Below the dose of (0.1 Sv) ten rem, estimations of adverse
health effect is [sic] speculative. Collective dose remains a useful index for quantifying dose in a
large population and in comparing the magnitude of exposure from different radiation sources.
However, for a population in which all individuals receive lifetime doses of less than (0.1 Sv)
10 rem above background, collective dose is a highly speculative and uncertain measure of risk
and should not be quantified for the purposes of estimating population health risks." Using a
collective dose at the extreme distances reported in NUREG-1738 significantly overestimates
long-term fatalities. In actuality, there would be no increase in long-term health effects
attributable to the release beyond 80 km (50 mi). Therefore, the use of a 50-mile radius in the
SEIS for St. Lucie to estimate population doses from routine and accidental releases is
appropriate. The comment provides no new information; therefore, it will not be evaluated
further. There was no change to the SEIS text.,

A.4.11 Comments Concerning Socioeconomic Issues

Comment: The St. Lucie Plant employees are leaders in contributions to the local area
agencies such as the United Way. They support the St. Lucie County Education Foundation in a I
scholarship program. The employees are involved in youth development through Scouts, Little I
Leagues, civic and church programs and activities. The employees volunteer for Habitat for I
Humanity in building homes for low income residents. (SLD-A-8)

Comment: The plant's information center, the Energy Encounter, holds forty thousand visitors I
annually. In addition to hands-on science programs for schools, the center offers free I
workshops to teachers for training credits and walk-in visitors are always welcome. The power I
plant donates computers and school supplies to,local schools. And FP&L has made substantial I
contributions to the county's regional sports stadium, which is located in St. Lucie West. And the I
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St. Lucie County Marine Center that features the Smithsonian Marine Eagle System exhibit, as
well as many other community projects. (SLD-A-9)

Comment: And we [The St. Lucie County Fire District] feel as though they've been a great
corporate partner in the enhancement of the training and the safety of the citizens of St. Lucie
County, and we support relicensing of the power plant. (SLD-C-1)

Comment: And we're [The St. Lucie County Sheriff's Office] happy to say that on all of those
fronts, FP&L is not a problem for us and in fact, it is a great benefit to the county and our efforts,
as far as the safety and security at the plant, and also the impact that they have on our
community from a crime basis. (SLD-D-1)

Comment: There are many reasons the plant should continue operating. Part of it is the
importance to our community as was stated earlier, being a good neighbor, and it also has had a
good environmental record as been pointed out. (SLD-F-1)

Comment: I'm here today to speak as somebody who has lived here in this community for thirty
years and seen the kind of partner and good neighbor that FP&L is to our community and our
families here. And I've seen that firsthand, both through the school system and all of the things
that FP&L does, from the Energy Encounter, to training kids, to the supplies and materials that
they donate, to the manpower that they donate, to school system committees, to the help, and
support, and resources they provide for community agencies such as Big Brothers, Big Sisters
and United Way, so I truly support the license renewal. (SLD-H-1)

Comment: But more importantly is a role that the people at the power plant have played in this
community. Our employees are active in their churches, and scout organizations, and PTAs,
and Little Leagues, and even in local government. (SLD-1-10) (SLD-U-10)

Comment: I know personally, several of the employees at the plant, who donate their time and
their money to making our communities better places to live. They contribute hundreds of
thousand of dollars and volunteer hours each year to charitable organizations on the Treasure
Coast, including the United Way, and are making a huge difference in our communities.
(SLD-K-4)

Comment: I probably agree with practically all of the positive statements that were made by
various people who spoke before me today, that Florida Power and Light has been a good
neighbor, and they certainly contributed to the economy of the county. (SLD-P-1)

Comment: It [the plant] has been a good neighbor. (SLD-Q-7)
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Comment: They're good community partners, very active. Their employees are very active. I
Their management is very active. They've been involved in so many aspects of St. Lucie County I
and the counties around us. I feel it's very important that they approve the operating license for I
the St. Lucie Power Plant. (SLD-T-2)

Comment: The St. Lucie Nuclear Plant is a good neighbor, contributing aggressively to our I
local community, both economically and with countless civic activities. The plant and its I
employees are involved in everything, from Little League, to United Way, to Habitat for
Humanity, and impacts this community with more than eighty million dollars annually.
(SLD-W-5)

Comment: I recently became aware of the splendid programs that the St. Lucie plant Energy I
Encounters Program conducts. These programs offer hands-on science programs for school, I
offering free three day work shops to teachers for teaching skills and training credits, free
science field trips for elementary and middle school children, as well as continually donating
computers and supplies to the local schools. (SLD-W-7)

Comment: The Boy Scouts, Big Brothers, Hospice, United Way, is contributing from these
fellows and also many - in the area, many hours put together for these gentlemen. (SLD-X-1) I

Comment: For many years now the folks at FP&L have played and continue to play and
important role in the operation of our United Way. Year after year Florida Power and Light, and I
the IBEW Local 627 supports us by giving of their time and energy. FP&L allows their I
employees to help us in so many ways. They sit on governing boards of the United Way. They I
allow their employees to become loan executives. They chair our United Way campaigns.
Volunteers help us not only with their own campaign inside the nuclear plant, but they also help I
us conduct many outside throughout the community. (SLD-Y-1)

Comment The St. Lucie Plant is an important member of our business community. They I
contribute to many local non-profits, such as the St. Lucie County Education Foundation, The I
United Way, The St. Lucie County Marine Center and the Economic Development Council of I
St. Lucie County. The St. Lucie Plant also has a major economic impact on our area, both I
directly as one of the County's largest sources of property taxes, and indirectly through the jobs I
that the plant provides. The St. Lucie Plant currently has 800 full-time employees, and these are I
good jobs for our community. I am told that the economic impact of the plant on our local I
community is $80,000,000.00 annually. (SLD-AH-1) I

I
Response: The comments are noted. The comments are supportive of license renewal for
St. Lucie Units 1 and2. Public services are evaluated in the GEIS and determined to be a
Category 1 issue. Information regarding the impact of socioeconomic issues is discussed in

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11May 2003 A-43



Appendix A

Section 4.0 of this SEIS. The comments provide no new information; therefore, the comments
were not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: If the St. Lucie Plant were closed, the loss of eight hundred full-time jobs in our
community would be devastating to our economy. (SLD-A-1)

Comment: The impact of the St. Lucie Plant on our local economy is more than eighty million
dollars annually. (SLD-A-10)

Comment: We've [FPL] asked our neighbors and they've told us that we're an important
economic factor in this community, one that they want to see remain as a viable contributor. The I
payroll for around eight hundred employees, the tax dollars, the property taxes, the purchases, I
the contributions to the local United Way agencies help in this area. (SLD-1-9) (SLD-U-9) I

I
Comment: As one of the largest employers in our area, the St. Lucie Power Plant is important I
to our local economy. A business of this size would be very difficult to replace. (SLD-K-3) I

I
Comment: The importance of the plant to the community. Now, yes, we know that St. Lucie I
County is one of the fastest growing counties in the State of Florida and maybe the nation, now I
that we have entities coming in that are supplying jobs and, of course, the Florida Power and I
Light Company is employing something in the neighborhood of eight hundred to nine hundred I
people. (SLD-Q-2) I

I
Response: The comments are noted. Effects on the local economy due to license renewal are I
considered as a Category 2 issue in the GEIS and are examined on a site-specific basis in I
Sections 2.0 and 4.0 of this supplement to the GEIS for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2. The comments I
provide no new information; therefore, the comments were not evaluated further. There was no I
change to the SEIS text. I

I
A.4.12 Comments Concerning Severe Accident Mitigation Alternatives Analysis I

Comment: More emphasis upon the risk calculations is desirable to clarify the probability of I
possible events in the context of everyday risks such as driving to work. The public perceives I
risks to be far worse when they don't choose those risks. As example, a mountain climber may I
rail against the risk of a city street air pollutant or second-hand smoke, or joggers may choose to I
run alone and unarmed in mountain-lion country. (SLD-AG-2)

Response: The comment is noted. Evaluation of risk is routinely used in evaluation of I
operational safety consideration at nuclear plants. Such risk calculations are used routinely to I
establish maintenance frequencies, surveillance requirements, and the need to modify or I
upgrade components important to safety. This SEIS is not the appropriate document to provide I
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a detailed discussion on environmental risk aversion by members of the public. The comment
provides no new inforrnation; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. There was no
change to the SEIS text.

Comment: Catastrophic extremes (site failure core meltdowns) may have lower computed
impact costs than meteor strikes or tsunamis; Should we take action to preclude those and
similar events? (SLD-AG-7)

Response: The comment is noted. Actions to avert risk are societal decisions that are often
influenced by other considerations (risk is defined technically as the probability of an event
occurring times the consequences should that event occur). Clearly, actions could be and have
been taken to protect structures, systems, and components at nuclear plants from tsunamis
along the west coast of the United States but not at a plant located in Nebraska, even though
there is a calculated probability of occurrence of a tsunami impacting a nuclear plant in
Nebraska. The probability is so low the possibility of its occurrence may be ignored. Likewise,
the probability of occurrence of a meteor strike is sufficiently low that no actions are taken to limit I
consequences.I

Section 5.1.2 of the SEIS discusses severe accidents that could result in substantial damage to I
the reactor core. A licensee is required as part of the environmental review to evaluate
alternatives to mitigate severe accidents if they have not done so already. No analysis had been I
done for these facilities, so the licensee, as part of license renewal, submitted such an analysis I
for NRC review. The NRC staff has reviewed severe accident mitigation altematives for St. I
Lucie Units 1 and2, and the results are presented in Section 5.2 of this SEIS. The analysis I
does, in fact, make a cost-beneficial comparison of plant improvements versus cost in reducing I
the risk of core damage (see Section 5.2.5 of this SEIS). The commentprovides no new I
information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the I
SEIS text.

A.4.13 Comments Concerning Uranium Fuel Cycle and Waste Management Issues I

Comment: Nuclear waste, particularly long lived spent fuel rods was to be removed within a
reasonable time by the Federal Government, therefore, the subject of nuclear waste was labeled I
generic and could not be discussed in hearings for individual plants. However, instead of their I
being removed, more spent fuel rods than had been planned to be contained on site, have been I
placed closer together in the cooling pool than was originally thought to be prudent. Thirty years I
later, there is still no time set for removal of these wastes from our county.

Should setting a date for beginning to remove wastes be a condition for approval of adding I
twenty years of producing radioactive waste? (SLD-P-2) (SLD-AC-2)
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Response: The comment is noted. Onsite storage of spent nuclear fuel is a Category 1 issue. I
The safety and environmental effects of long-term storage of spent fuel onsite have been
evaluated by the NRC and, as set forth in the Waste Confidence Rule (10 CFR 51.23), the NRC
generically determined that such storage could be accomplished without significant
environmental impact. In the Waste Confidence Rule, the Commission determined that spent
fuel can be safely stored onsite for at least 30 years beyond the licensed operating life, which
may include the term of a renewed license. At or before the end of that period, the fuel would be I
moved to a permanent repository. The GEIS, NUREG-1437, is based upon the assumption that I
storage of the spent fuel onsite is not permanent. This supplement to the GEIS for St. Lucie I
Units 1 and 2 is also based on the same assumption.

Altemative methods exist, other than storage in the spent fuel pools, for safe interim storage of I
high-level waste onsite. Ucensees can and have taken advantage of these altemative dry I
storage options. The comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not I
evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: The nuclear industry may point to the congressional designation of Yucca Mountain I
as the repository site for high level waste as a victory. The costs for this facility will be I
staggering. Here's a quotation from Congresswoman Shelley Berkley, speaking before the I
House of Representatives, and I quote: The projected cost of this boondoggle is anywhere I
from 56 billion dollars to 309 billion dollars. The Nuclear Waste Fund has 11 billion dollars. How I
are we going to pay for this, raise taxes, dip into the Social Security Trust Fund? And once I
Yucca Mountain is full, then what do we do? After spending hundreds of billions of dollars, we I
will still be exactly where we are today." (SLD-R-4)

Response: The comment is noted The SEIS evaluates the environmental impact of license
renewal, not the proposed high-level waste repository at Yucca Mountain. The licensing process I
for Yucca Mountain will have its own environmental review. The comment provides no new
information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the
SEIS text.

Comment: As I understand it, the spent fuel from day one is still there, in the water or sump, I
and that's bothered me even before September the 1 1 . (SLD-S-3)

Response: The comment is noted. The commenter is correct in that the spent nuclear fuel I
from plant operation is stored onsite in specially designed spent fuel pools. Onsite storage of I
spent nuclear fuel is a Category 1 issue. The safety and environmental effects of long-term I
storage of spent fuel onsite has been evaluated by the NRC and, as set forth in the Waste I
Confidence Rule, the NRC generically determined that such storage could be accomplished I
without significant environmental impact. In the Waste Confidence Rule, the Commission I
determined that spent fuel can be safely stored onsite for at least 30 years beyond the licensed I
operating life, which may include the term of a renewed license. At or before the end of that I
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period, the fuel would be moved to a permanent repository. The GEIS, NUREG- 1437, is based
on the assumption that storage of spent fuel onsite is not permanent. This SEIS is also
prepared based on that same assumption. The comment provides no new information;
therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to SEIS text.

Comment: And I do know that Yucca Mountain is a national political problem. But what even
worries me today and I said it earlier, I've lost a lot of confidence in Federal agencies monitoring
and policing. And the trend in Washington today is you do less of it, considerably less.
(SLD-S-4)

Response: The comment is noted. The SEIS evaluates the environmental impact of license
renewal, not the proposed high-level waste repository at Yucca Mountain. The licensing process I
for Yucca Mountain will have its own environmental review. The review will address long-term I
monitoring activities at the facility. The NRCprovides regulatory oversight of the nuclearpower I
industry. The oversight includes inspection and when necessary, enforcement actions to assure I
compliance with the Commission's regulations. The staffadjusts inspection effortperiodically I
and believes that the current level of inspection is adequate to assure public health and safety I
and protection of the environment. The comment provides no new infornation; therefore, the I
comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: My main opposition then and now to a nuclear plant is to the extremely toxic waste I
being produced by the plant without safe storage for it, which was promised to the residents at I
the time of siting. (SLD-AD-2)

Response: The comment is noted. Long-term storage of spent nuclear fuel is a Category 1 1
issue. The safety and environmental effects of long-term storage of spent fuel were set forth in I
the Waste Confidence Rule. In the Waste Confidence Rule, the Commission determined that I
spent fuel can be safely stored onsite for at least 30 years beyond the licensed operating life, I
which may include the term of a renewed license. At or before the end of that period, the fuel I
would be moved to a permanent repository. The GEIS, NUREG-1437 is based on the I
assumption that storage of spent fuel onsite is not permanent. This SEIS is also prepared based I
on that same assumption. The comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment I
was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text. I

A.4.14 Comments Concerning Alternatives to the Proposed Action

Comment: It is my understanding that replacing the two reactors with the equivalent electric I
producers such as oil, or gas, or coal, could have greater pollution and ecological impacts. I
(SLD-A-7) I

I
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Comment: And certainly I don't think any of us want to turn to fossil fuel. I don't believe we do,
because you know the pollution we talked about that we do not want, that's what we will find.
(SLD-Q-9)

Comment: But what about these coal fire plants? Well, I've got a real problem there. And yet I
coal, from all indications, is the cause of much of the pollution around the United States in power I
plants and factories. Gas is a little bit - petroleum is a little bit better. Not as much as it claim, I
and gas probably is still a little bit better, but they're all fuels that pollute badly. (SLD-S-1) I

I
Response: The comments are noted. Impacts from reasonable alternatives, such as coal or I
natural gas, for the St. Lucie license renewal are evaluated in Section 8.0 of this SEIS. The staff I
concludes in Section 9.2 of the SEIS that all of the altematives would result in greater
environmental impacts than renewal of the OLs. The comments provide no new information;
therefore, the comments were not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: There is a great difficulty within Florida to find a replacement source of energy,
something that is cleaner or better in some sense than the existing nuclear power plant.
(SLD-M-3)

Comment: There are difficulties with wind and solar. It's a very diffuse energy, as opposed to I
fuels. And as such, I tend to look at that as something that will become much more of use in I
other areas of the nation. It's not only the resource of wind and solar, but also the economics of I
the situation. (SLD-M-4) I

I
Comment: Florida enjoys relatively low costs for kilowatt hour, whereas others, which do have I
wind and solar, may have very high costs. And that is an offsetting factor in installing wind I
turbines or solar module farms. (SLD-M-5) I

I
Comment: Fossil fuel plants produce more air/water pollution than nuclear plants, but few are I
as concerned about non-nuclear pollution. Wind and solar-electric plants would require I
extensive land areas due to the low energy density of the sources. Neither appears to be a I
viable replacement for large base-load plants. Hydropower has limited resource in Florida and I
environmental blocking objections, while ocean wave and tide energy appears to be uneconomic I
and environmentally problematic within the next twenty years. Oil is too precious a resource to I
burn in fixed locations for heat. Transportation and chemical use must take priority. Biomass I
combustion produces pollution and C02, which many believe contributes to global warming I
(climate change). Municipal stream waste (MSW) contains heavy metals such as lead, mercury, I
and zinc that should no be incinerated. (SLD-AG-6) I

I
I
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Comment: As described in the DGSEIS, the environmental impacts of continuing or renewing
the license for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 has fewer environmental impacts than the alternatives I
(Chapter 8 and Table 9-1). The alternatives described in the document include using fossil fuel
power generation process, constructing a new nuclear facility, using alternative fuel generation
methods, purchasing power from other sources, or implementing the No-Action Alternative.
(SLD-AI-1)

Response: The comments are noted. Impacts from reasonable altematives for the St. Lucie
license renewal are evaluated in Section 8.0. The comments provide no new information;
therefore, the comments were not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: If Florida Power and Light is given this mandate to continue to operate the older
facility for thirty-four years, forty-one years for the newer facility, what inducement, what
incentive, impetus is there for them to ever seriously consider any other alternatives to nuclear
energy, safer alternatives, renewable sources of energy? (SLD-N-1)

Comment: And also, a real - make a real effort at conservation education and, instead of
wasting energy like we do. (SLD-N-3)

Comment: I notice you've got a little bit of conservation as a last item on your handout. Just a
little bit, some after-thought. I'd really like to see you move it up to the first item. (SLD-S-5)

Comment: EPA appreciates the utility-sponsored conservation methods outlined in
Section 8.2.5.11 to help user implement measures to reduce power consumption. (SLD-AI-2)

Response: The comments are noted. Impacts from reasonable altematives, such as
conservation, for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 are evaluated in Section 8.0 of this SEIS. NRC's
responsibility is to ensure the safe operation of nuclear power plants and not to formulate energy I
policy or encourage or discourage the development of specific altemative power generation. I
The staff's evaluation of altematives is limited to an assessment of their environmental impact. I
The comments provide no new information; therefore, the comments were not evaluated further. I
There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: So I guess I would have to be some of these - maybe the sole person here who is I
opposed to an extension of the operating license. I think it's premature that we should focus on I
looking at alternatives, and I know that's not the, consistent with the national energy policy. I
(SLD-N-2)

Response: The comment is noted. The staff must evaluate the environmental impact of I
altematives as part of the NEPA process. Impacts from reasonable alternatives, such as I
conservation, for St. Lucie Units 1 and2 are evaluated in Section 8.0 of this SEIS. NRC's I
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responsibility is to ensure the safe operation of nuclear power plants and not to formulate energy
policy or to encourage or discourage the development of altemative power generation. The
comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further.
There was no change to the SEIS text.

A.4.15 Comments Concerning Issues Outside the Scope of the Environmental
Review for License Renewal

Comment: During the past thirty years, has new equipment for improving nuclear plant safety
been developed, that might not have seemed cost effective to install at St. Lucie 1 or 2 for
forty years operating period, but that should be installed for an additional twenty year operation?
(SLD-P-8) (SLD-AC-8)

Comment: Please do not extend the life of the St. Lucie nuclear plant. Residents of the area
were told at site hearings that they were built to last 40 years. Why and how has that changed?
The continuation of plants past their planned life-span increases the danger of accidents.
(SLD-AD-1)

Response: The comments are noted. The 40-year term was originally selected based on
economic and antitrust considerations, not technical limitations. Once the license term was
established, the design of several system and structural components were engineered on the
basis of an expected 40-year service life. When the first reactors were constructed, major
components were expected to last at least 40 years. Operating experience has demonstrated
that expectation was unrealistic for some major plant components such as steam generators at
a pressurized water reactor. However, research conducted since 1982 and plant operating
experience have demonstrated that there are no technical limitations to the plant life since major
components and structures can be replaced or reconditioned. Thus, the plant life is determined
primarily by economic factors. The safety requirements for the initial 40-year license are
contained in 10 CFR Part 50. Safety matters related to aging are outside the scope of this
environmental review. An NRC safety review for the license renewal period is conducted
separately. The comments provide no new information; therefore, the comments were not
evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: Citizens were told that an operating license would be limited to thirty years, because
the metal end of their containers was expected to become brittle by forty years use and to crack.
What new studies prove otherwise? (SLD-P-3) (SLD-AC-3)

Response: The comment is noted. The staff is unable to respond to the specific issue raised I
by the commenter since the location and function of the "containers" was not specified. I
However, the staff can respond by stating the 40-year term was originally selected based on I
economic and antitrust considerations, not technical limitations. Once the license term was I
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established, the design of several system and structural components were engineered on the
basis of an expected 40-year service life. When the first reactors were constructed, major
components were expected to last at least 40 years. Operating experience has demonstrated
that expectation was unrealistic for some major plant components such as steam generators at
a pressurized water reactor. However, research conducted since 1982 and plant operating
experience have demonstrated that there are no technical limitations to the plant life since major
components and structures can be replaced or reconditioned. Thus, the plant life is determined
primarily by economic factors. The safety requirements for the initial 40-year license are
contained in 10 CFR Part 50. Safety matters related to aging are outside the scope of this
environmental review. An NRC safety review for the license renewalperiodis conducted
separately. The commentprovides no newinformation; therefore, the comment was not
evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: Florida energy demands are growing at about two percent annually. (SLD-A-3)

Comment: The Economic Development Council is very supportive of it [the plant], from the
standpoint that we need the power and we need electricity. Our charge is to help bring industry
to the community. We have to have a power source when they get here, that's affordable in our
dealings with companies coming from throughout the country and looking at our community, our
power rates are very favorably priced, relative to where they're coming from. (SLD-G-1)

Comment: Another fact to consider is our [FPL's] ability to help meet Florida's energy needs.
As we've stated, Florida is growing two percent a year and the St. Lucie Power Plant can help
sustain the economic growth and maintain our quality of life. (SLD-1-5) (SLD-U-5)

Comment: The renewal of the St. Lucie licenses is important in meeting the energy needs of
South Florida. As been stated already in this meeting, our growth rate is about two percent a
year and the electricity being consumed per customer is also increasing. (SLD-J-4) (SLD-V-4)

Comment: Demands for energy in our communities on the Treasure Coast are growing
annually and we need power from this plant to meet the growing needs for low cost electricity.
Florida Power and Light has a good track record of not only providing the power we need, but
operating this plant safely and protecting the environment. (SLD-K-2)

Response: The comments are noted. The need for power is specifically directed to be outside
the scope of license renewal as required by 10 CFR Part 51.95(c)(2). The comments are in
support of license renewal at St. Lucie Units 1 and 2. The comments provide no new
information; therefore, the comments were not evaluated further. There was no change to the
SEIS text.
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Comment: In March of 2001, cracks started being seen around the control rod drive
mechanisms at the top of some reactor pressure vessels. The NRC knew it had problems with
cracks, with boric acid oozing out and with corrosion. Instead of calling for immediate safety
inspections, it delayed the inspections order until December 31st. One troublesome reactor,
Davis Besse, near Toledo, Ohio, wanted more delays. So rather than impede plant revenues,
the NRC delayed the safety inspections again. When the inspection was finally done in March of I
this past year, a hole about as big as a football, was discovered in the reactor lid. Only a thin I
piece of stainless steel cladding kept the reactor contents from blowing out the corrosion hole. I
That whole affair was mismanaged by the NRC, who truly endangered the public by puffing utility I
revenues before safety. (SLD-R-3) I

I

Response: The comment is noted. The corrosion event at the Davis-Besse nuclear plant is an I
operational issue and outside the scope of license renewal. The comment provides no new I
information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. T77ere was no change to SEIS I
text.

Comment: But none of these things would matter if the plant did not operate safely. And this is I
something we've come to learn through our office and through dealing with the people at the I
plant, that they have our safety and concern at heart. Many of them are our neighbors. They I
live in our community. They are just as concerned for their families as they are for anyone I
else's. (SLD-F-2)

Comment: It is clearly evident that the employees of the St. Lucie Plant are dedicated to I
making sure the plant is safe, not only for themselves, but for their families, friends and I
neighbors. This agency, the St. Lucie County Department of Public Safety, supports the license I
renewal of the St. Lucie Plant. (SLD-F-5) I

I
Comment: The St. Lucie employees make our community a better place to live because of their I
safety record, and that's what's so vitally important to me, the safety record. Because all those I
well trained individuals that meticulously - they meet the performance standards set at the I
highest of quality levels daily. (SLD-L-3) I

Comment: They [FPL employees] are dedicated to making certain that the plant is safe, not I
only for themselves, but for their families, friends and us, because we are their neighbors. I
(SLD-L-4) I

I

Comment: St. Lucie's safety inspection record has been rated as one of the most reliable I
nuclear power plants, not only of the U.S., but in the world. I strongly believe that the St. Lucie I
Power Plant has a proven safety record and one with which the employees can continue to build I
on in the future. (SLD-L-5) I

I
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-Comment: With regard to safety and reliability, long before coming to Florida I was aware of the I
excellent reputation in quality that Florida Power and Light enjoyed and of the high standards I
they employed in their facilities. (SLD-W-3) I

Comment: There is no question in my mind that safety is the top priority at the St. Lucie nuclear I
Plant and their safety record bears this out. (SLD-W-4)

Response: The comments are noted. Operational safety matters are outside the scope of the I
NRC's environmental review. An NRC safety review for the license renewal is conducted I
pursuant to 10 CFR Part 54 and will be documented in a safety evaluation report separate from I
this SEIS. The comments provide no new information; therefore, the comments were not
evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: This is the reason [NRC staff ought] to carefully, double carefully consider extending I
operating licenses of St. Lucie 1 and 2 (and all other plants) as we shall undoubtedly continue to I
find problems of rust, embrittlement, etc. in old plants. Wonder what the industry thinks stories I
and occurrences/events of this sort do to "public confidence?" (SLD-AA-1)

Response: The comment is noted. The commenter included a copy of a newspaper article I
referring to the reactor head corrosion event at the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Plant. The NRC I
staff is concemed with public confidence. The staff believes that public confidence can be I
improved by continuing to ensure safe operation of nuclear power facilities through fair, I
comprehensive, and timely regulatory oversight of the industry. The comment refers to I
operational safety issues that are outside the scope of the environmental assessment for license I
renewal. The comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated I
further. There was no change to the SEIS text. I

Comment: First hearings predicted no population growth on Hutchinson Island near the plant. I
Population on Hutchinson Island was zero at the time. Now that many high rises, holding many I
people, exist south of the plant, what different plan for population evacuation in case of severe I
accident should be established, or additional traffic lanes or people transporters for evacuation I
indicated by current and expected population? (SLD-P-4) (SLD-AC-4) I

I
Response: The comment is noted. The staff considered the need for a review of emergency I
planning issues in the context of license renewal during its rulemaking proceedings on 10 CFR I
Part 54, which included public notice and comment. As discussed in the Statement of I
Considerations for the rulemaking (56 FR 64966), the programs for emergency preparedness at I
nuclear plants apply to all nuclear power plant licensees and require the specified levels of I
protection from each licensee regardless of plant design, construction, or license date. The I
requirements of 10 CFR 50.47 andAppendix E to 10 CFR Part 50 are independent of the I
renewal of the operating license, and will continue to apply during the license renewal term. I

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11May 2003 A-53



Appendix A

Through its standards and required exercises, the Commission ensures that existing plans are
adequate throughout the life of any plant, even in the face of changing demographics and other
site-related factors. Therefore, the Commission has determined that there is no need for a
review of emergency planning issues in the context of license renewal. The comment provides
no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to
the SEIS text.

Comment: But most important is their pro-active involvement in offsite and on site emergency
planning. (SLD-F-4)

Response: The comment is noted. Offsite and onsite emergency planning and operational
safety matters are outside the scope of the NRC's environmental review. An NRC safety review
for license renewal is conducted pursuant to 10 CFR Part 54 and will be documented in a Safety I
Evaluation Report separate from this SEIS. The comment provides no new information; I
therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text. I

Comment: Our office [St. Lucie County Public Safety Office] also receives timely briefings and I
correspondence regarding in-place procedures and checks by an independent quality assurance I
organization, and that this ensures timely preventative maintenance is done. These reports I
show that St. Lucie Plant is committed to the safety of residents surrounding the plant. I
(SLD-F-3)

Response: The comment is noted. Emergency preparedness and operational safety matters I
are outside the scope of the NRC's environmental review. An NRC safety review for license I
renewal is conducted pursuant to 10 CFR Part 54 and will be documented in a Safety Evaluation I
Report separate from this SEIS. The comment provides no new information; therefore, the I
comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: On April 3, 2002, I presented oral comments, for the record, concerning scoping for I
an EIS supplement on extending the license of the St. Lucie nuclear plant. The public safety I
issues I presented were omitted by the NRC in publishing Supplement 11, Draft Report, I
NUREG-1437. I have simplified the 8 issues that were embedded in the oral comments. These I
issues, concerning public health and safety, need to be explained in substantial detail in the I
Final Report of Supplement 11, NUREG 1437 to be in compliance with the National I
Environmental Policy Act. (SLD-AF-9) I

I
Response: The comment is noted. The commenter states that the issues he raised during the I
NEPA scoping process were not addressed in the Draft SEIS. The Staff determined in the I
Scoping Summary Report (ML021160348) dated July 8, 2002, which predated the October2002 1
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draft SEIS, that the issues raised by the commenter are not related to the environmental
consequences of the Federal action (as prescribed in 10 CFR Part 51) to renew a license and
will not be considered in the environmental review. Hence the comments were not addressed in
the Draft SEIS.

As characterized by the commenter, the issues raised are safety issues. NRC's safety I
responsibilities fall under the Atomic Energy Act, either associated with the current operation of I
the facility or with the continued operation should the license be renewed. The NRC safety I
review for license renewal is conducted pursuant to 10 CFR Part 54 and is documented in a I
safety evaluation report, a separate document from this SEIS, in an inspection report, and in the I
review by the NRC's Advisory Committee for Reactor Safeguards. One of the principal
responsibilities of the NRC is the protection of the health and safety of the public, and any safety I
issue that has a bearing on this responsibility is evaluated. During the course of the I
environmental review for license renewal, safety issues brought to the staff's attention are I
referred to the appropriate safety venue for consideration.

This comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further.
There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: Regarding the possibility of attack on our plants from the air, [I am] enclosing a
clipping regarding a rumor that a small plane had circled low over the plant site without being
intercepted. (SLD-AC-1 1)

Response: The comment is noted. The licensee confirmed that a small private aircraft was in I
the vicinity of the St. Lucie nuclear plant on the moming of September 11, 2001. Both the
licensee and the FBI have been unable to identify the owner or operator. This is still being
investigated. Each nuclear plant must have approved emergency and safeguards contingency I
plans, as required by 10 CFR Part 50, that are revised periodically. Emergency and safeguards I
planning, which includes responses to threats of terrorism and sabotage, are part of the current I
operating license and are outside the scope of the environmental analysis for license renewal.
Any required changes to emergency and safeguards contingency plans related to terrorism and I
sabotage will be incorporated and reviewed under the operating license. The comment provides I
no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to I
the SEIS text.

Comment: Most recently there's concern about terrorist threats and how that affects nuclear
facilities. And so, you know, I was, like everyone else, concerned about that. (SLD-N-4)
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Comment: My concern is one of safety. It's not so much of an internal accident that may occur,
but something that was thrust upon us on 9/11/2001, by a real threat of terrorism. (SLD-O-1)

Comment: Does the predicted long term terrorism threat that the Federal Government is
planning for, and with nuclear power plants labeled one of the most likely targets and with
St. Lucie Plants vulnerable from air, land and water, should St. Lucie 1 and 2 be closed as soon
as possible, instead of given an extended life? (SLD-AC-9)(SLD-P-9)

Comment: When St. Lucie I and 2 were built, no one was thinking of the need for protection
against a deliberate airplane attack, and it doesn't seem we are sure now that the plants are
redundantly safe from such. However, at this time, thinking the even more unthinkable, my
concern is not for a Twin Towers type attack but for the dropping of a bomb onto the plants or
the spent rod fuel assembly pools. Such an event would surely produce a catastrophic reaction.
And while immediately after September 11, 2001, we were told that our plant would be guarded
from the air by military planes, that plan was soon abandoned, and as the incident referred to
above shows, the plants are unprotected from air, land, or sea missiles. (SLD-AC-10)

Comment: The EIS needs to state the calculated time sequences leading to a zirconium fire as
a result of sabotage or terrorist attacks. (SLD-AF-3)

Comment: Video surveillance systems using software intruder-path detection and alarming
should be employed to supplement the security forces alertness. These cameras may be
especially useful in detection of boats and swimmers approaching the Lagoon side of the plant.
Electric-field detection fencing is a first level of defense. Ultrasonic sensors in the barge
channels are necessary to detect underwater swimmers. Consultations with the Sandai
Intrusion Detection Lab and Special Forces teams would help determine means of attack and
defense. The plant security force members periodically should consider how they would attack
the plant with their level of knowledge, and then help design the means to prevent such attacks.
Do not downplay obscure or low-probability attacks. (SLD-AG-5)

Response: The comments are noted. In a recent decision in another license renewal
proceeding, the Commission discussed the terrorism and sabotage issues raised in the
comments. See Duke Energy Corp. (McGuire Nuclear Station, Units 1 & 2; Catawba Nuclear
Station, Units 1 & 2), CLI-02-26, 56 NRC 358 (2002). In that decision, the Commission found
that NEPA imposes no legal duty on the NRC to consider intentional malevolent acts on a case-
by-case basis in conjunction with commercial power reactor license renewal applications. The
Commission concluded that the "environmental" effect caused by third-party miscreants is simply I
too far removed from the natural or expected consequences of agency action to require a study I
under NEPA.
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The Commission has also indicated that terrorism differs from matters ordinarily considered in I
an EIS. An EIS may discuss, for example, such matters as likely effects on local water, air I
quality, vegetation, wildlife, culture, and socioeconomic concerns. These effects are reasonably I
certain; an EIS can quantify them to a fair degree of precision. Terrorism, by contrast, comes in I
innumerable forms and at unexpected times andplaces. It is decidedly notpredictable, and it is I
not a natural or inevitable by-product of the granting of an application. For these reasons, the I
Commission has stated that an EIS is not an appropriate format in which to address the I
challenges of terrorism. I

In its recent license renewal decision, the Commission also noted that, particularly in the case of I
a license renewal application, where reactor operation will continue for many years regardless of I
the Commission's ultimate decision, it is sensible not to devote resources to the likely impact of I
terrorism during the license renewal period, but instead to concentrate on how to prevent a I
terrorist attack in the near term at the already licensed facilities. Finally, the Commission I
determined that there appears to be little practical benefit in conducting a license renewal I
terrorism review. I

Nevertheless, the Commission did indicate that its decision not to use NEPA as a vehicle for a I
terrorism review does not mean that it is ignoring the issue. Rather, the Commission is closely I
examining the current security and protective framework and already has ordered interim I
improvements at licensed nuclear facilities, including reactors. The Commission expects further I

-improvements as the intemal comprehensive review moves forward. The comments provide no I
new information; therefore, the comments were not evaluated further. There was no change to I
the SEIS text. I

Comment: The EIS needs to state the results of the research program concerning St. Lucie, I
safety issues, and terrorism that was mentioned by NRC official, Jim Medoff, at the ACRS I
meeting in Florida City, FL on March 13, 2002. (SLD-AF-8) I

I

Response: The comment is noted. The NRC staff reviewed the transcript of the March 13, I
2002, ACRS meeting in Florida City and found that the meeting focused on the license renewal I
application for the Turkey Point nuclearplant. There was no mention by Mr. Medoff or anyone of I
a research program conceming the St. Lucie nuclearplant, no discussion of St. Lucie safety I
issues, no discussion concerning terrorism concerns at either facility. The commenter was not I
present at the March 13, 2002, meeting. The comment provides no new information; therefore, I
the comment was not evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text. I

Comment: The EIS needs to state the fatalities, the injuries, the economic loss, and the scope I
of evacuation as consequences resulting from a worst case zirconium fire in a spent fuel pool at I
the St. Lucie nuclear plant. (SLD-AF-1)
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Comment: The EIS needs to state the probability of a zirconium fire occurring in a spent fuel
pool at the St. Lucie nuclear plant. The probability calculation needs to combine accidental fires,
sabotage fires, and terrorist caused fires. (SLD-AF-2)

Comment: The EIS needs to state the consequences, the recalculated probability, and the
recalculated time sequences of a zirconium fire at St. Lucie to assist emergency preparedness
administrators in creating a new evacuation plan to assist members of the public in creating their
own personal emergency plans. (SLD-AF-4)

Comment: The EIS needs to state what mitigation, if any, is available once a zirconium fire at
the St. Lucie nuclear plant has started. (SLD-AF-5)

Comment: The EIS needs to state the results and conclusions of all the research in the NRC's
possession related to extinguishing a zirconium fire in a spent fuel pool of a nuclear plant.
(SLD-AF-6)

Comment: The EIS needs to state the probability and consequences of a zirconium fire in a
spent fuel pool at St. Lucie, igniting a zirconium fire in the adjacent spent fuel pool. (SLD-AF-7)

Comment: Since much has been made by antinuclear activists of the potential for zirconium
spent-fuel fires and release dispersion, a detailed study of possibilities of those fires (a fault tree
analysis) should be made in a way as to fully inform the public as to how such risks are
computed. Loss of pool coolant and terrorist actions should be considered. (SLD-AG-4)

Response: The comments are noted. Operational safety matters are outside the scope of this
review. An NRC safety review for the license renewalperiod is conducted separately. With
regard to zirconium fires in the spent fuel pool, each nuclear plant must have approved
emergency and safeguards contingency plans, as required by 10 CFR Part 50, that are revised
periodically. Emergency and safeguards planning are part of the current operating license and
are outside the scope of the environmental analysis for license renewal. Any required changes
to emergency and safeguards contingency plans that may be generated due to threats such as
terrorism and sabotage will be incorporated and reviewed under the operating license.

Long-term storage of spent nuclear fuel is a Category 1 issue. The safety and environmental
effects of long-term storage of spent fuel were set forth in the Waste Confidence Rule. Although
outside the scope of this SEIS, the staff would like to provide the following brief response.
NUREG- 1738, Technical Study of Spent Fuel Pool Accident Risk at Decommissioning Nuclear
Power Plants provides an analysis of the consequences of the spent fuel pool accident risk.
Earlier analyses in NUREG/CR-4982, Severe Accidents in S ent Fuel Pools in SuDort of
Generic Issue 82 and NUREG/CR-6451, A Safety and Regulatory Assessment of Generic BWR
and PWR Permanently Shutdown Nuclear Power Plants included a limited analysis of the offsite
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consequences of a severe spent fuel pool accident occurring up to 90 days after the last
discharge of spent fuel into the spent fuel pool. These analyses showed that the likelihood of an I
accident that drains the spent fuel pool is very low, although the consequences of such I
accidents could be comparable to those for a severe reactor accident. The staffperformed a I
further analysis of the offsite radiological consequences of beyond-design-basis spent fuel pool I
accidents using fission product inventories at 30 and 90 days and 2, 5, and 10 years. The I
accident progression scenarios that lead to large radiological releases following the drainage of I
a spent fuel pool require many nonmechanistic assumptions. This is because the geometry of I
the fuel assemblies and the air-cooling flow paths cannot be known following a major dynamic I
event that might drain the water from the spent fuel pool. In addition, no credit is taken for I
preventative or mitigative actions and large uncertainties exist in the source term and I
consequence calculations. Because of these uncertainties, the staff developed bounding risk
curves in NUREG- 1738 that capture both frequency and consequences of a beyond-design-
basis spent fuel pool drainage event (the risk curves are provided in Figures 1-1 and 1-2 of
NUREG-1738). The results of the study indicate that the risk is low because of the very low I
likelihood of a zirconium fire even though the consequences from a zirconium fire could be
serious. The comments provide no new information; therefore, the comments were not I
evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text. I

A.4.16 Editorial Comments

Comment: Page 4-44, line 01: "form"should be "from." (SLD-AE-51)

Comment: Page 5-05, line 05: Change "safety analysis" to "safety assessment." (SLD-AE-52) I

Comment: Page 5-13, line 01,02: Change the word "account" to "compensate." Insert the
word "apparent" before "non-conservatism." Delete the phrase, 'This relatively small non-
conservatism notwithstanding,". Begin last sentence with "The Staff considers..." (SLD-AE-55) I

Comment: Page 5-26, 3rd reference from bottom: The name is spelled "Gleaves."
(SLD-AE-60)

Response: The comments are noted. The comments resulted in modifications to the SEIS text. I

Comment: Page 5-07, Table 5-3: Footnote (b). Start the sentence, "The Unit 2 LOCA value,
originally ...., was." The Unit 2 LOCA value needed correction and in turn effected a
misstatement of the Others" value. (SLD-AE-53)

Response: The comment is noted and the proposed changes made to the footnote. The
comment resulted in modification of the SEIS text.
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Comment: Page 8-05, line 35: NUREG-0586 (NRC 1988) is cited in the text here, but not
included in the reference list in Section 8.4. (SLD-AE-63)

Response: The comment is noted and the reference added to Section 8.4. The comment
resulted in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 2-35, line 22 and 41: The "a" designation on the reference citation,
U.S. Census Bureau 2000a, should be dropped as it is not consistent with that listed in the
reference section. (SLD-AE-14)

Comment: Page 2-42, line 06: Reference citation USDA 2001 a is inconsistent with that listed
in the reference list. Delete the "a" designation. (SLD-AE-26)

Comment: Page 4-13, line 13: Reference citation (ASIC 1973) is not consistent with that listed
in the reference list and should be corrected to (AEC 1973). (SLD-AE-39)

Comment: Page 4-40, line 06: Reference citation FPL 2001 b is not the correct correspondence i
discussed in this sentence. (SLD-AE-50) I

Comment: Page 5-21, line 23 and 37: Reference citation NRC 1997a should be corrected to I
NRC 1997d. The correct source is NUREG/BR-0184 which is listed as NRC 1997d in the I
reference list. (SLD-AE-56) I

I
Comment: Page 5-23, line 03: Reference citation NRC 1997b should be corrected to I
NRC 1997d. The correct source is NUREG/BR-0184 which is listed as NRC 1997d in the I
reference list. (SLD-AE-57) I

Comment: Page 5-23, line 11: Reference citation NRC 1997a should be corrected to I
NRC 1997d. The correct source is NUREG/BR-0184 which is listed as NRC 1997d in the I
reference list. (SLD-AE-58) I

I

Comment: Page 5-24, line 37: Reference citation NRC 1997b should be corrected to I
NRC 1997d. The correct source is NUREG/BR-0184 which is listed as NRC 1997d in the I
reference list. (SLD-AE-59) I

I

Comment: Page 8-10, line 18: The "a" used on the reference citation "FPL 2001 a" should be I
deleted, as this designation is not used in the reference list. (SLD-AE-65) I

I
Response: The comments are noted and the citations changed to the correct reference. The I
comments resulted in modifications of the SEIS text.
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Comment: Page 5-09, line 11: Reference NRC 1988 is not provided in the reference list.
(SLD-AE-54)

Response: The comment is noted and the reference added. The comment resulted in
modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 4-40, line 06: ulnformal consultation with the FWS was initiated by FPL in
April 2001..." is not correct as only Federal agencies can initiate consultation. This sentence
should be revised to read, "NRC initiated informal consultation in February 2002 with a request I
for information conceming which species are potentially...." (SLD-AE-49) I

I

Response: The comment is noted and the suggested changes made. The comment resulted in I
modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 8-04, line 28: This sentence states that the volume of low-level radioactive I
waste could vary greatly depending on the length of time it {the reactor) operated. However, the I
NRC states in the GEIS (Section 7.3.2) that decommissioning waste volumes would be I
essentially the same for a plant operated for 40 years as for a plant operated 60 years. Resolve I
the apparent discrepancy by deleting the phrase the length of time it operated." (SLD-AE-62) I

Response: The comment is noted and the phrase was deleted. The comment resulted in I
modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 8-07, line 33: The statement is made that the land west of the intake canal I
and south of the transmission lines could not accommodate a coal or new nuclear unit, but I
"could potentially accommodate a completed natural gas combined cycle plant to replace I
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2." Several "obstacles" are mentioned, but one significant "obstacle" is I
omitted: the lack of an existing gas pipeline that could provide fuel to the site. This should be I
added to the other obstacles" already listed. (SLD-AE-64)

Response: The comment is noted. The text of the SEIS was changed to make reference to the I
need for a gas pipeline. The comment resulted in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 8-11, line 03: Sentence beginning with "Annual coal consumption.... should I
be deleted as this information is given in the previous paragraph. (SLD-AE-66) I

I

Response: The comment is noted and the sentence deleted. The comment resulted in I
modification of the SEIS text.
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Comment: Page 2-14, line 32: SEIS states, "The last 2.4 km (1.5 mi) of the right-of-way is
shared with three other 230 kV lines..." should be corrected. There are four other 230 kV lines
entering the Midway Substation. (SLD-AE-6)

Comment: Page 2-14, line 33: SEIS states " ...total right-of-way width is approximately
1080 feet." Although there is a short section of North-South leg that is approximately 1080 ft.,
the majority of the right-of-way is approximately 800 feet. (SLD-AE-7)

Comment: Page 2-15, line 06: Correct spelling of "right-or-way" to "right-of-way." (SLD-AE-8)

Comment: Page 2-17, line 02: It is not clear that the site no longer has a package plant.
Reword as follows: Period after "wastewater." Second sentence to read, "The treated
wastewater was previously discharged to the discharge canal. Now the site sanitary wastewater
is discharged to St. Lucie County's South Hutchinson Island Water Reclamation Facility for
treatment." (SLD-AE-9)

Comment: Page 2-22, line 31-32: Sentence should read, "The whales are listed as
endangered by the Federal government and the State of Florida." (SLD-AE-1 1)

Comment: Page 2-28, line 02: Habiats" should be corrected to "Habitats." (SLD-AE-12)

Comment: Page 2-36, line 24: The value given for the peak demand per day, 5.8 M.D. is not
consistent with that stated in the ER (5.4 M.D.). (SLD-AE-16)

Comment: Page 2-37, line 9: Change "Solerno" to Salerno." (SLD-AE-17)

Comment: Page 2-42, line 25-29: The 1999 tax assessment for St. Lucie 1 and 2
($22,807,970) is 10.3% of the total property taxes ($221,893,569) and the 2000 tax assessment
for St. Lucie 1 and 2 ($18,888,240) is 8.5% of total county property taxes ($222,310,596).
These results will change the average quoted on page 4-26 line 13. Correct table entries
accordingly. (SLD-AE-29)

Comment: Page 2-42, Note (c): Should read "State of Florida data on migrant farm workers
were not available." (SLD-AE-30)

Comment: Page 2-43, line 17: "...Brighton Seminole, located about 76 km (47 mi) to the east
of the St. Lucie plant..." should be corrected by changing the word "east" to "southwest."
(SLD-AE-31)
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Comment: Page 2-47, line 9-10: Change "before construction" to "before operation."
(SLD-AE-32)

Comment: Page 4-02, line 09: "of" should be "to." (SLD-AE-33)

Comment: Page 4-05, line 37-38: "...and the ecological risk assessment study for the cooling
canal system (Ecological Associates 2001)." The referenced study was a survey report not a
risk assessment for the cooling canal system. Also cited on page 4-6, line 24. (SLD-AE-36)

Comment: Page 4-12, line 39: "...impacts related to entrainment and no..." should be
corrected to read " ... impacts related to impingement...." (SLD-AE-38)

Comment: Page 4-17, line 27: licence" should be "license." (SLD-AE-41)

Comment: Page 4-36, line 18: Change are monitored" to "are normally monitored.' This
reflects those times when monitoring is not possible or required by license condition.
(SLD-AE-47)

Comment: Page 8-11, line 17: "Spent selective catalytic reduction (SCR) catalyst" should be
deleted from the list of wastes identified in this sentence since, as noted on page 8-17, line 21,
spent SCR catalyst would not be disposed of onsite. (SLD-AE-67)

Comment: Page 8-23, line 25: NRC cites FPL's ER as the source in listing design assumptions
for the gas-fired alternative, including use of low-sulfur number 2 fuel oil as backup fuel. Delete
this design assumption from the list, since FPL did not assume use of fuel oil as a backup fuel in
its ER. (SLD-AE-70)

Response: The comments are noted and the proposed changes made. The comments
resulted in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 8-13, line 07: For Coal-Fired New Generation - Environmental Justice was
quoted in Table 8-2 as "Small" and "Small to Moderate" in Table 9-1. (SLD-AE-68)

Response: The comment is noted and the table modified. The comment resulted in
modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 8-22, line 17, 18: For Natural Gas-Fired New Generation - Environmental
Justice was quoted in Table 8-2 as "Small" and "Small to Moderate" in Table 9-1. (SLD-AE-69)

Response: The comment is noted and the table modified. The comment resulted in
modification of the SEIS text.
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Comment: Page 6-06, line 37: Add the following text after "nuclear waste: "Both the Senate
and Congress subsequently voted to override a veto of the President's selection of the Yucca
Mountain site by the Governor of the State of Nevada." (SLD-AE-61)

Response: The comment is noted. The proposed statement does not provide a meaningful
contribution to the evaluation of the environmental impact of license renewal at the St. Lucie site. I
The comment provides no new information; therefore, the comment was not evaluated further. I
There was no change to the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 2-42, line 25-29: Property tax amounts paid to St. Lucie County for St. Lucie I
Units 1 and 2 for years 1996, 1998, and 1999 vary slightly from the dollar amounts presented in I
the ER. The amount in the ER for 2000 was an estimate and was reflective of the total FPL I
property tax for St. Lucie County. To clarify the record, the ER value for the 2000 taxes to be I
paid for St. Lucie 1 and 2 only would have been correctly stated as $18.8 million. Also, in I
line 29, "$18.888,240" should be corrected to "$18,888,240." (SLD-AE-28)

Response: The comment is noted. The error in the 2000 ent ry was corrected. The comment I
resulted in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 4-02, line 26 and 32: Altered Salinity Gradients is applicable to plants I
discharging to estuarine systems. Given that St. Lucie discharges to an ocean environment, this I
issue is not applicable to St. Lucie. Eutrophication is an issue applicable to small stratified water I
bodies. Given that St. Lucie discharges to a large oceanic water body, this issue is not I
applicable to St. Lucie. These issues should be removed from this table and added to I
Appendix F. (SLD-AE-34) I

I
Response: The comment is noted. The comment resulted in modification of the SEIS text. I

j ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I
Comment: Page 4-03, line 15: Delete this line. St. Lucie 1 & 2 use once-through cooling and I
the GEIS reference discussion relative to cooling system noise impacts is specific to cooling I
towers. It is incorrect to group the noise issue with the cooling system impacts. The GEIS I
addresses plant noise beyond that associated with the cooling system. (SLD-AE-35) I

I

Response: The comment is noted. The comment incorrectly states that noise was addressed I
in 10 CFR 51, Subpart A, Appendix B, Table B-i only as a function of cooling towers. This is not I
the case, as stated numerous places in the GEIS. The comment did not result in changes to the I
text.
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Comment: Page 4-09, line 13-21: Delete these lines. See the comment above for page 4-03
line 15. (SLD-AE-37)

Response: The comment is noted. Table B-1 (10 CFR 51, Subpart A, Appendix B) identifies
noise from general plant operation, rather than noise just from operation of cooling towers, as
the issue to be evaluated in supplements to the GEIS. There was no change to the text.

Comment: Page 4-37, line 13: This discussion is not up to date. It does not consider the letter
reprinted at page E-31, and does not consider FPL's letter to the Staff clarifying whether a
consultation is required. Add the following words following the sentence ending on line 13:" By I
letter dated August 23, 2002, the NRC Staff requested reinitiation of consultation with NMFS I
regarding the incidental capture of green and loggerhead turtles at St. Lucie Units 1 and 2. By I
letter dated September 20, 2002, FPL informed the NRC Staff that it would cooperate with the I
Staff's data request regarding the consultation process, but stated that there was no factual or I
legal basis for the NRC's reinitiating of consultation in this case." (SLD-AE-48) I

I

Response: The comment is noted and the text has been updated to reflect the current status of I
the NRC's effort to reinitiate consultation. Consultation was reinitiated because the NMFS I
biological opinion dated May 4, 2001 established an incidental take limit for mortalities due to I
plant operation for green and loggerhead turtles. The limit which would reinitiate consulation I
was greater than or equal to" one percent of the annual total capture of green and loggerhead I
turtles. In calendaryear2001, the licensee reported a total of 5 green and 1 loggerhead turtle I
mortalities out of 592 recoveries. The comment resulted in modification of the SEJS text. I

Comment: Page 4-14 and 4-16, line 34 and 22-31, respectively: Delete these lines. GEIS I
Section 4.5.3 does not address on-site land use. (SLD-AE-40)

Response: The comment is noted. As stated in Table B-1 of 10 CFR 51, Subpart A, Appendix I
B, the issue of onsite land use applies to all aspects of license renewal. This was discussed in I
the GEIS, Section 3.2. The text of Table 4-3 was changed to address this issue.

Comment: Page 4-28, line 16-20: The Florida State Historic Preservation Officer has stated I
that renewal of the operating licenses for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 would not affect historic I
properties. Based on this finding, it is not clear why the DSEIS contains the wording at I
lines 16-20, particularly where no refurbishment activities will occur. This wording should be I
deleted. The current Environmental Protection Plan addresses the performance of I
environmental evaluations. This statement bounds the requirements for environmental I
evaluations. The SEIS should not impose any new or additional environmental commitments. I
(SLD-AE-42) I

I
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Response: The comment is noted. The text in the draft SEIS does not impose commitments
that do not already exist in FPL's Environmental Protection Plans. There was no change to the
SEIS text as a result of this comment.

Comment: Page 4-33, line 06: The conversion of 35.3 M.D. should be corrected from 14.8 x
104 m3/d to 1.34 x 105 m3/d. (SLD-AE-43)

Response: The comment is noted. The section for which this comment was addressed was
changed in response to other comments, and the identified value was removed from the SEIS
text. The comment resulted in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 4-35, line 37: Change the word "that" to "than" and strike the words "or equal
to." (SLD-AE-45)

Response: Thecommentisnoted. The word "that" is correctly changed to 'than." The
comment is incorrect with regard to NMFS limits on incidental take. NMFS in its letter dated July I
30, 2002, clearly stated that reinitiation of consultation would have to take place if the number of I
loggerhead and green turtles injured or killed as a result of plant operation were "areater than or I
equal to" (emphasis consistent with July 30, 2002 letter) one percent of the total number of I
loggerhead and green turtles taken by the end of said year. The comment resulted in
modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page E-2, Table E-1: Third entry (FWS and NMFS) - the FPL letters should not be I
referenced here. The letters from the FWS and NMFS providing the results of the consultation I
should be provided. The remarks for this entry should also be revised to discuss NRC's I
consultation versus the correspondence FPL had with the agency. It is incorrect to say that FPL I
initiated the consultation. If the FPL letters remain in the table, the second leter number should I
be corrected from PLL.-LR-02-0054 to PSL-LR-0054. (SLD-AE-74) I

I
Response: The comment is noted and Table E-1 has been revised. The comment resulted in I
modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 4-36, line 10: Strike the words "met or." (SLD-AE-46)

Response: The comment is noted. The comment is incorrect with regard to NMFS limits on
incidental take. NMFS in its letter dated July 30, 2002, clearly stated that reinitiation of
consultation would have to take place if the number of loggerhead and green turtles injured or I
killed as a result of plant operation were 'greater than or equal to" (emphasis consistent with I
July 30, 2002 letter) one percent of the total number of loggerhead and green turtles taken by I
the end of said year. There was no change in SEIS text.
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Comment: Page 8-26, line 20: NRC estimates spent SCR catalyst generated from operation of
the gas-fired alternative to be 31 cubic meters per year. The source for this estimate is not
indicated, but in Section 8.2.2, Page 8-23, Lines 29-30, NRC indicates that, unless otherwise
indicated, assumptions and numerical values used throughout this section are from the FPL ER.
FPL did not quantify the amount of spent SCR catalyst in its ER. It would be appropriate for the
NRC to provide a reference for this quantity. (SLD-AE-71)

Response: The comment is noted and a reference to the amount of SCR catalyst generated
peryear was added. Te comment resulted in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 8-42, line 40-41: The DSEIS makes the following statement in regard to
additional DSM to help to address the capacity that would be lost if the OL's for the two St. Lucie
units are not extended: "While the DSM measures would have few environmental impacts, the
operation of the new natural gas-fired plant would result in increased emissions (compared to
the OL renewal alternative) and other environmental impacts." Delete the phrase, "While the
DSM measures ... impacts," and replace with, uAdditional DSM that replaces nuclear capacity, in
part or in total, will result in FPL's existing fossil fuel units operating at higher capacity factors
than they otherwise would, thus increasing total emissions from the FPL system. Start a new
sentence, "n addition, the operation of a new gas-fired ...." (SLD-AE-72)

Response: The comment is noted. However, the comment does not contain sufficient
supporting information. For example, load curtailment DSM (demand-side management) that
shifted energy loads from peak to off-peak hours (e.g., interruptible water heating) could
conceivably reduce operation of peak-serving natural-gas-fired turbines and increase operation
of coal-fired units with possible consequent increase in environmental impacts. However, DSM
(e.g., more efficient air conditioners) that resulted in absolute reduction in energy consumption
would likely reduce the operation of base-load coal plants (and possibly gas-fired peaking units
as well), thus reducing environmental impacts. There was no change in SEIS text.

Comment: Page 2-35, line 31-37: Note that the projected values for 2010 and 2020 are higher
than that presented in ER and a different source is used. However, the growth rates are the
same as presented in the ER for these years. In addition, the calculations for the annual growth
rates appear to be incorrect. For Martin County the values should be 12.8, 5.8, 2.6, 2.0, and 1.7, I
respectively for the years presented in Table 2-7; similarly the values for St. Lucie County should I
be corrected to 7.1, 7.2, 2.8, 2.2, and 1.8. (SLD-AE-15) I

I

Comment: Page 2-41, line 05-07: Growth rates provided for St. Lucie and Martin counties I
(28% and 26%, respectively) are not consistent with values presented in Table 2-7. See earlier I
comment regarding corrections to this table. These growth rates should be corrected I
accordingly. (SLD-AE-22)
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Response: The comments are noted. The difference between the draft SEIS and the ER
regarding the projected population of Martin and St. Lucie Counties is indeed due to the use of
different sources for the two documents. The comment is incorrect with regard to annual growth
rate calculations, however. Annual percentage growth is not the decadal increment divided by
10 and expressed as a percentage of the starting population size. Instead, it is the average
annual increment gain expressed as percentage, and is derivable from the equation N, =I
N 0l*(1+r)', where N is population size, t is time in years, and r is the annual growth rate
expressed as a decimal. The entries in Table 2-7 of the draft SEIS for the periods 1970 to 1980
and 1980 to 1990 are incorrect by between 2 and 4 percent, however, and were corrected. The
comments resulted in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 2-08, line 31-34: Clarify by including information that FPL has dredged the
intake canal on several occasions, most recently in the fall of 2002. On one occasion, in the
mid-1 990's, the dewatered sediments were sold as clean fill. (SLD-AE-5)

Response: The comment is noted and information on dredging was added. The comment
resulted in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page xviii, line 26: Delete and chronic effects from electromagnetic fields." Add
period after "justice." FPL did not present an analysis of chronic effects from electromagnetic
fields. (SLD-AE-1)

Comment: Page 1-07, line 28: Change the word'Westinghouse" to "Combustion Engineering."
(SLD-AE-2)

Comment: Page 2-01, line 35: Change "Juniper' to "Jupiter." (SLD-AE-3)

Comment: Page 2-05, line 28, 31, 34: Change "Florida Aquifer" to "Floridan Aquifer."
(SLD-AE-4)

Comment: Page 2-21, line 01: The conversion of 236,146 lb of bluefish should be corrected to
107,000 kg. (SLD-AE-10)

Comment: Page 2-37, line 20: Delete "and crosses 1-95 near Fort Pierce." Add new sentence
"1-95 crosses to the west of the Florida Turnpike south of Stuart and crosses back to the east at
Fort Pierce." (SLD-AE-18)

Comment: Page 2-40, line 25: "are" should be "is." (SLD-AE-20)
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Comment: Page 2-41, line 37: The values for the agricultural land use for both St. Lucie and.

Martin County should be corrected in accordance with corrections made in Table 2-9.
(SLD-AE-23)

Comment: Page 2-41, line 38: The reference for agricultural land use values should be

corrected from Table 2-10 to Table 2-9. (SLD-AE-24)

Comment: Page 2-42, line 24: Second column should be titled "Total Property Tax Levied for

all Property in St. Lucie County." (SLD-AE-27)

Comment: Page 9-05, line 28, 29: Delete the phrase "except for the SAMA identified above."

Put a period after "warranted." (SLD-AE-73)

Comment: Page E-2, Table E-1: Fourth entry (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) - the Authority

information should be revised to read, "Rivers and Harbors Act (33 USC 403) and Clean Water
Act (33 USC 1344). [sic] (SLD-AE-75)

Comment: Page E-3, Table E-1: Provide a note that the NPDES permit is the Industrial
Wastewater Facility Permit. In Chapter 2 of the DSEIS it is mentioned several times as the

Industrial Wastewater Permit. This would create a link for the reader. (SLD-AE-76)

Comment: Page E-5, Table E-1: First entry - The updated information is: 1) 56-01238-W
expires 5/21/2009. (SLD-AE-78)

Response: The comments are noted and the proposed change made. The comments resulted
in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page E-4, Table E-1: Updated information for these annual FWCC permits is as

follows: 1) 01S-018 has been replaced byO2R-018 and expires 6/30/2003; 2) TP#206 expires

1/31/2003; 3) TP#125 expires 1/31/2003; Last entry-"next" should be corrected to "nest" in the
Description column. (SLD-AE-77)

Response: The comment is noted and the proposed changes made in part. The commenter is

incorrect with respect to the correct designation of the State issued marine turtle permit. The
NRC staff verified with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission information
conceming permit TP#026, as correctly stated in the draft SEIS. As appropriate, the comments
resulted in modification of the SEIS text.
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Comment: Page F-2, line 15-16: Groundwater quality degradation (saltwater intrusion) is an
applicable issue to St. Lucie due to their indirect use of groundwater through the municipal
supply for potable and service water. Therefore this issue should be deleted from the table and
appropriately discussed in Section 4.5. (SLD-AE-79)

Comment: Page F-2, Table F-1: Groundwater use conflicts (potable and service water and
dewatering); plants that use >100 gpm should be added to the table as not applicable because
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 do not withdraw groundwater. (SLD-AE-80)

Response: The comments are noted. Saltwater intrusion is indeed a Category 1 issue and
applicable to St Lucie and has been deleted from Table F- and included in Section 4.5. The
staff also agrees with the licensee that the issue of groundwater use conflicts (potable and
service water and dewatering; plants that use > 100 gpm), a Category 2 issue, should be added
to Table F-i since the St. Lucie plant potable and service water usage is only 91 gpm. The
comments resulted in changes to Table F-1.

Comment: Page 2-38, Table 2-9: Values presented in this table should be verified and
corrected. Given the residential land use for St. Lucie County of 138 mj2 is correct, the
conversion to km2 should be corrected from 97 to 357. The sum of the land use values for
St. Lucie County in mj2 should be corrected from 542 to 641. If correct, the percent of total
values should be corrected. (SLD-AE-1 9)

Response: The comment is noted and the appropriate conversion made. The comment
resulted in modification of the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 2-41, line 04: The value given for the population of Stuart, 14,633 is
inconsistent with that stated in the ER (4,633). The number in the ER contained a typographical
error and the value presented in the SEIS has been verified to be correct. (SLD-AE-21)

Response: The comment is noted In our letter of October23, 2002, the staff requested that
the licensee, Florida Power and Light Company, provide comments on the draft SEIS for
St. Lucie. Corrections to the licensee's ER can be made by the licensee by letter amending the
document. There was no change in the SEIS text.

Comment: Page 2-41, line 41: The number of farms in St. Lucie and Martin counties (805) is
inconsistent with that presented in the ER (359). The value presented in the ER has been
verified to be correct for the number of farms that hire and the number presented in the SEIS
has been verified to be correct for the total number of farms. Relative to the discussion of
migrant farm workers, it would be more appropriate to use the number of farms that hire.
(SLD-AE-25)
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Response: The comment is noted and the staff agrees that it is more appropriate to use the I
number of farms that hire with respect to a discussion of migrant farm workers. The comment
resulted in modification of the SEIS text. I

Comment: Page 2-32, line 27: This section, "Radiological Impacts" is not appropriate in this
chapter. The conclusions regarding the effects and impacts of offsite emissions should be I
moved to the corresponding section in Chapter 4, Section 4.3. (SLD-AE-13) I

Response: The comment is noted. This section reports information obtained from the licensee I
regarding the radiological environmental monitoring program (REMP) conducted by the utility. I
The information provided in this section summarizes the findings related to the REMP. This I
information is used to evaluate the radiological impacts during the license renewal period
described in Section 4.3. There was no change to the SEIS text.

A.4.17 Other Comments I

Comment: The Department of Interior has reviewed the referenced document. We have no I
comments to provide for your consideration. (SLD-AB-1)

Response: The comments provide no new information; therefore, the comments were not I
evaluated further. There was no change to the SEIS text. I
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A.5 Public Meeting Transcript Excerpts and Comment Letters

Transcript of the Afternoon Public Meeting on December 3, 2002, in Port St. Lucie, Florida

[Introduction, Mr. Cameron]
[Presentation, Mr. Dudley]
[Presentation, Dr. Masnik]
[Presentation, Ms. Hickey]
[Presentation, Dr. Masnik]

MR. CAMERON: Okay, great.

And thank-you, Mike and thank all of you for your attention during the presentations. The staff
from the NRC and also some of our experts will be available after the meeting if there's
particular subjects you want to discuss in further detail.

And now it's our opportunity to listen to you. And first of all, we're going to have Mr. Doug
Anderson, who's the County Administrator for St. Lucie County.

We have some other government officials, but next we're going to go to Mr. Bob Bangert from
the Conservation Alliance.

Mr. Anderson. I
I

MR. ANDERSON: Good afternoon. I
I

Thank-you for letting me go first. I really appreciate this. I
I

St. Lucie County is one of the fastest growing economies in the State of Florida, if not the fastest I
growing economy. We have gone virtually from last place in the State of Florida for percentage I
of new jobs created, to almost number one. In fact, we may be number one, with recent I
announcements we've just made. I

SLD-A-1 If the St. Lucie Plant were closed, the loss of eight hundred full-time jobs in our community would I
be devastating to our economy. I

SLD-A-2 The St. Lucie Power Plant provides our industry with a reliable source of electricity. In St. Lucie I
County, we're not like other areas of the country where you experience brownouts or blackouts. I
Our industry, as a diversified industry we have here now, relies heavily on a steady source of I
electricity and a reliable source.
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SLD-A-3 Florida energy demands are growing at about two percent annually. Electricity from the
St. Lucie Power Plant can meet the energy needs of more than one-half million homes. Each
St. Lucie unit produces 839 million watts of energy.

SLD-A-4 The St. Lucie Plant is among the lowest cost producers of electricity in the FPL system, and this
helps keep our electric bills low. And that is one of the attractions to our area for industry. The
high energy users come here, looking at utility rates is one of their objectives.

SLD-A-5 Our power bills are more reasonable than most others in the country, in part because of this
plant, and we want to keep our power bills low and our quality of life high.

SLD-A-6 We want to keep the St. Lucie Power Plant as part of our future. The site is already established.
They're continuing to operate - the continuation of operating this facility means no new land
would be disturbed to construct a new facility to replace this one.

SLD-A-7 It is my understanding that replacing the two reactors with the equivalent electric producers such
as oil, or gas, or coal, could have greater pollution and ecological impacts.

I have lived in St. Lucie County now almost eight years, I've lived and worked here, and I've
grown to know the St. Lucie Plant and I have worked with the different people there, and they
are good neighbors.

I have some examples here of some of the things that they've done and they've worked very
closely with the County administration.

SLD-A-8 The St. Lucie Plant employees are leaders in contributions to the local area agencies such as
the United Way. They support the St. Lucie County Education Foundation in a scholarship
program. The employees are involved in youth development through Scouts, Little Leagues,
civic and church programs and activities. The employees volunteer for Habitat for Humanity in
building homes for low income residents.

SLD-A-9 The plant's information center, the Energy Encounter, holds forty thousand visitors annually. In
addition to hands-on science programs for schools, the center offers free workshops to teachers
for training credits and walk-in visitors are always welcome.

The power plant donates computers and school supplies to local schools. And FP&L has made
substantial contributions to the county's regional sports stadium, which is located in St. Lucie
West. And the St. Lucie County Marine Center that features the Smithsonian Marine Eagle
System exhibit, as well as many other community projects.

I know a few months ago, we were putting together a financial package to purchase a mobile
command center to be used directly between the City of Fort Pierce Police Department, the
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Sheriff's Office, the Fire District and County Administration. I went to FP&L and asked if they
could contribute towards this mobile finance center, because while we do have incidents in a lot
of cases they are also on site and they work with us to plan what action we have to take. Within
a few weeks they called me back and they said yes, Doug, we will financially contribute, and
they presented us with a check, and that's a good neighbor.

SLD-A-10 The impact of the St. Lucie Plant on our local economy is more than eighty million dollars
SLD-A-11 annually. The thing that impresses me most about the St. Lucie Plant is its reputation.

I've heard about the good ratings the plant has received through the years from the NRC, the
agency here today, that watches over your plants. I encourage the NRC to renew the license at
St. Lucie Plant, Units 1 and 2.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: And thank-you very much, Mr. Anderson.

Next we're going to hear from Bob Bangert from the Conservation Alliance.

MR. BANGERT: Good afternoon members of the U.S. Regulatory Commission. My name is
Bob Bangert and I represent the Conservation Alliance of St. Lucie County.

It's interesting before I start my presentation, my wife and I have traveled eleven thousand miles
this summer, covering twenty-eight s, and the question was raised about alternate energy. We
saw windmills all over. And when I got back, I investigated a little bit and to my surprise I found
out that one of the subsidiaries of FP&L group is the largest producer of wind power in the
United States and possibly the world.

SLD-B-1 First of all, I want to express my appreciation to those who drafted this report, for including a
glossary of the acronyms used in the report. I sure saved a hell of a lot of looking back.
Wouldn't it be nice if all government agencies and all consultants did the same.

SLD-B-2 The Alliance is also very impressed by the systematic and completeness of the report in
evaluating the environmental consequences of renewing the licenses for the St. Lucie FP&L
Plants 1 and 2, for operation for an additional twenty years.

Two county parks with beach access, Blind Creek Pass Park and Walton Rocks Park lie within
the property boundaries of FP&L, and have been included in an Adopt a Beach program
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instigated this year through the Conservation Alliance, partnership with the Conservation
Alliance and the City of Fort Pierce and St. Lucie County. Quite a unique partnership.

Volunteers have signed contracts to clean up the litter from these beaches at least once every
two months.

SLD-B-3 One of our primary concerns in the past has been the offshore ocean intake structures. The
company, by installing and maintaining three barriers of these intake structures to reduce
potential loss of marine life, particular sea turtles, and to facilitate their return to the ocean
recognized our concerns.

The addition and construction of a new smaller mesh barrier east of the larger mesh barriers,
plus an active program, including recovery of turtles from the intake canal, has greatly reduced
any harm to entangled turtles.

FP&L's program, which includes recovery of turtles from the intake canal and barrier nets, are
monitored seven days a week, eight to twelve hours a day, by Quantum Resources is
exemplary. In addition to the entanglement nets which are used only during daylight hours
under continued surveillance, plus turtles removed with the dip nets and in many cases, the
divers go down and take them out bodily. FP&L constantly is evaluating the program to
minimize any trauma to captured sea turtles.

Our Conservation Alliance honored one of these divers, a Michael Breshett (phonetic), at our
Annual Awards Luncheon last May, for his work with entangled turtles while on the job, as well
as his constant vigilance on his own time.

Captured healthy turtles are tagged before being released back into the ocean and many have
shown up on distant lands, such as Costa Rica, Cuba, and many other places.

Among many of the turtles recently captured have been showing evidence of tumors on the soft
sections of their skin, the origin of which has not yet been determined. However, there is
growing evidence that intrusion of treated waste water from deep well injections in the area, may
be linked to these tumors.

These turtles are sent to rehabilitation facilities determined by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission.

SLD-B-4 I cannot stress strongly enough our commendations for FP&L's continuing efforts to improve any I
areas that they find may be having a detrimental effect on the environment, on any portion of I
their eleven hundred plus acres on the island adjacent to Plants 1 and 2, or along its I
transmission lines. I
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Now, if all of FP&L's customers in St. Lucie County and the would be as diligent in their
treatment and care of the environment, our future generations would be assured of enjoying this
special piece of paradise we call St. Lucie County.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you very much, Mr. Bangert.

Now we're going to hear from a trio of government officials and then we're going to go to Gary I
Cantrell and Judi Miller. But in terms of the government officials, we have Ron Parrish, Deputy
Chief, St. Lucie Fire District, who's going to start us off. And then we have Gary Wilson from the
St. Lucie County Sheriff's Office, and Steven Wolfberg from the Martin County Department of
Emergency Service.

And this is Ron Parrish.

MR. PARRISH: Good afternoon.

And as he said, I'm Ron Parrish. I'm Deputy Chief of Administration for the St. Lucie County Fire I
District. I

I'm here today to represent the Fire District as well as the Fire Chief, Jay Sizemore, and to talk a I
little bit about the collective efforts that Florida Power and Light and the Fire District have done I
to enhance and improve the training for the safety of the public, the plant itself. This has been I
ongoing for as long as I can remember. I

SLD-C-1 I've been directly involved with some very intense training with Florida Power and Light. And we I
feel as though they've been a great corporate partner in the enhancement of the training and the I
safety of the citizens of St. Lucie County, and we support relicensing of the power plant. I

Thank-you. I

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you very much, Ron. I

Let's next go to Gary Wilson. I

MR. WILSON: Good afternoon. I

As it was said, my name is Gary Wilson. I'm the Chief Deputy with the St. Lucie County Sheriff's I
Office. I
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I am here today representing the Sheriff's Office and the impact that FP&L has on our county.
And, of course, our interest is one of safety and security, and one that addresses the crime

SLD-D-1 issues that impact us every single day. And we're happy to say that on all of those fronts, FP&L
is not a problem for us and in fact, it is a great benefit to the county and our efforts, as far as the
safety and security at the plant, and also the impact that they have on our community from a
crime basis.

SLD-D-2 The employees at the power plant pose no problem for law enforcement. And they are certainly,
as Mr. Anderson pointed out earlier, a great neighbor for us to have here in St. Lucie County.

SLD-D-3 From a safety and security standpoint, the St. Lucie County Sheriff's Office works closely with
the security department out at the plant to ensure that all of those issues that of concern for a lot
of people who live in the area out there are taken care of, and that working relationship is a very
strong relationship and one that we're very proud of.

So on behalf of law enforcement in St. Lucie County, we are in support of license renewal for the
power plant.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you very much, Mr. Wilson.

And we're going to hear from Steven Wolfberg and then, I neglected to mention Don Daniels,
who is the emergency management coordinator for St. Lucie County.

And this is Steven Wolfberg.

MR. WOLFBERG: Good afternoon.

Steven Wolfberg, Director of Martin County Emergency Services, which represents fire rescue
and emergency management.

SLD-E-1 We're here in support of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's relicensing of St. Lucie's Unit 1
and 2. We have had a relationship with the power plant for over twenty-three years that, my
contemporary and myself, IVe been with the department. During this time we've been able to
build a model partnership in relationships between FP&L and the county, and the benefits going
both way. The relationship, the partnerships mature, it's credible and it's ongoing.

We consider St. Lucie Power Plant a partner in our planning, our response and operating, and
continuing education in emergency services as well as just good friends, partners and corporate
partners.
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On behalf of Martin County Emergency Services, again, we support the relicensing for Unit 1
and 2.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you very much, Mr. Wolfberg.

Let's go to Don Daniels.

MR. DANIELS: Good afternoon.

My name is Don Daniels. I've been a resident of St. Lucie County for over thirty-seven years,
and in the last twenty-eight years I've been involved in emergency services of one type or
another. I've been with Emergency Management in the St. Lucie County Public Safety
Department for the last sixteen years. And I'm here to fill in today for our Director, Mr. Jack
Southern, Director of Public Safety and just to give you some of the comments from our agency.

SLD-F-1 There are many reasons the plant should continue operating. Part of it is the importance to our
community as was stated earlier, being a good neighbor, and it also has had a good

SLD-F-2 environmental record as been pointed out. But none of these things would matter if the plant did
not operate safely. And this is something we've come to learn through our office and through
dealing with the people at the plant, that they have our safety and concern at heart. Many of
them are our neighbors. They live in our community. They are just as concerned for their
families as they are for anyone else's.

This office receives - our office, Emergency Management receives a quarterly, on a quarterly
basis, a report that indicates each and every day that this plant meets its performance
standards.

SLD-F-3 And, for example, our office also receives timely briefings and correspondence regarding in-
place procedures and checks by an independent quality assurance organization, and that this
ensures timely preventative maintenance is done. These reports show that St. Lucie Plant is
committed to the safety of residents surrounding the plant.

SLD-F-4 But most important is their pro-active involvement in offsite and on site emergency planning. Of
course, on site, meaning dealing with anything particular, at their particular plant facility. Offsite
meaning, meaning our affected population, our population in our community.

We have exercises on a regular basis and at least one a year. There are minor exercises during
the course of the year. We are evaluated on, at our agency by Federal Emergency
Management Agency, for our duties and responsibilities, and how we carry them out, and our
actions for offsite safety for citizens. And basically for Martin County and St. Lucie County, our
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evaluations I know of over at least the last sixteen years, have been flawless. And we have
proved that we can help protect the citizens of our counties.

We also receive from the State of Florida's Department of Health and Bureau of Radiation
Control, monitoring tests of radiation levels at locations surrounding the nuclear plant.
Monitoring and testing include the sampling of air, water, shoreline sediment, fish, crustacea,
broad leaf vegetation and milk. And these levels have consistently been comparable to those
measured throughout the for the past twenty-five years.

SLD-F-5 It is clearly evident that the employees of the St. Lucie Plant are dedicated to making sure the
plant is safe, not only for themselves, but for their families, friends and neighbors. This agency,
the St. Lucie County Department of Public Safety, supports the license renewal of the St. Lucie
Plant.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you very much, Mr. Daniels.

Next two speakers is Gary Cantrell, who is the Chief Executive Officer of the St. Lucie Medical
Center, and then we'll hear from Judi Miller.

MR. CANTRELL: Good afternoon.

My name is Gary Cantrell. I'm the CEO of St. Lucie Medical Center, but I'm here representing
the Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County. For me, the same reasons that you
heard from everybody else, we also support appeals, license application.

SLD-G-1 The Economic Development Council is very supportive of it, from the standpoint that we need
the power and we need electricity. Our charge is to help bring industry to the community. We
have to have a power source when they get here, that's affordable in our dealings with
companies coming from throughout the country and looking at our community, our power rates
are very favorably priced, relative to where they're coming from.

So we're very much in support of renewing their license and support their application.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you, Gary.

We're going to go next to Judi Miller, who's with the St. Lucie County School Board, and then
we're going to hear from Florida Power and Light.

MS. MILLER: Good aftemoon.
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I'm Judi Miller for the record. I'm a member of St. Lucie County School Board and Executive
Director of Big Brothers, Big Sisters. I'm here not to speak on behalf of our school board, but to
speak as an individual, and I am in support of the license renewal.

I know that you all have heard reports from the safety and environmental impacts this afternoon,
people who are far more skilled in those areas than I am.

SLD-H-1 I'm here today to speak as somebody who has lived here in this community for thirty years and
seen the kind of partner and good neighbor that FP&L is to our community and our families here.

And I've seen that firsthand, both through the school system and all of the things that FP&L
does, from the Energy Encounter, to training kids, to the supplies and materials that they donate, I
to the manpower that they donate, to school system committees, to the help, and support, and I
resources they provide for community agencies such as Big Brothers, Big Sisters and United I
Way, so I truly support the license renewal.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you, Judi.

Next we're going to hear from Mr. Don Jernigan, who is the Site Vice-President at St. Lucie, and I
then we're going to hear from Tom Abbatiello, who is the environmental lead on the St. Lucie I
license renewal application. I

I
Okay, Don. I

I
MR. JERNIGAN: Good aftemoon, and thank-you, Mr. Cameron. I

I
My name is Don Jemigan and I am the Vice-president of Florida Power and Light Company, I
St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant. I appreciate this opportunity to speak to you today about FPL's I
application for renewal of the St. Lucie operating licenses. Assisting me today is Tom Abbatiello, I
our license renewal project environmental lead, who will also address more specifically, the I
findings contained in the draft supplement Environmental Impact Statement. I

I
But I would also like to thank the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for arranging and holding this I

SLD-I-1 meeting today. FPL strongly supports the openness of this process. I
I

During the last two years, we have been involved in dialogue with the community surrounding I
the St. Lucie Plant. In fact, we have met with more than one thousand home owners, community I
groups and government officials. In those meetings, our purpose was to simply share I
information about what license renewal is about and about our plant operations. I

I
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We believe that the community answers and priorities should be incorporated, not only into the
,renewal of our St. Lucie Plant operating license, but also into our overall plant operations.
Community input is an integral part of the license renewal process.

The application that we have prepared consists of two parts, as was discussed earlier today, a
safety analysis and an environment report. The application has been open to public review for
some time and the NRC has requested on several occasions, comments from interested parties.

Just as this process has been open in reviewing the environmental aspects of license renewal,
the safety analysis is also following a parallel path. There are open public meetings and the
NRC is going through an intensive review of plant systems to ensure the safe operation of the
power plant for an additional twenty years.

A public meeting on the scoping of the NRC's environmental review over license renewal
application was held here in this very room last April of this year. Today's meeting continues
that open process of seeking public input on license renewal.

We welcome this opportunity to gain additional community input on the environmental aspects of
our license renewal.

I'd like to particularly thank the members of the community that are here represented today for
taking time out of your busy schedules to share your views and ideas of this draft report with the
NRC, and I also appreciate the support that has been provided to us by the local communities.

SLD-1-2 I'd also like to thank the NRC staff and members of the National Laboratory, their review team, in
their work of preparing the supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the St. Lucie
license renewal. I believe that this report has reflected a comprehensive assessment of the
environmental impact of license renewal.

As the vice-president of St. Lucie, my first job and my primary focus is the health and safety of
my family, the St. Lucie employees in this community, and their well being comes before

SLD-1-3 anything else. And when I look at the evidence as presented in this supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement and other license renewal documents that have been submitted, I'm assured
that the plant's safety and a positive impact on our environment exists with these reports and
what's contained in them.

I believe the case for continued operation of the St. Lucie Plant is strong. And let me address
while I'm here, four areas:

One, our plant performance, the economics of the St. Lucie Plant electricity, our environmental
stewardship and community presence.

SLD-1-4
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First, the performance of our power plant is top notch, thanks to our employees, which we've got
a couple here in the audience today. Their time, their effort, their dedication have resulted in
St. Lucie consistently being recognized as one of the safest and most reliable, and most efficient
plants in the United States. Our employees have worked diligently through effective
maintenance programs to sustain the option for continued plant operation well beyond the initial
four year license.

Not only does the NRC monitor our performance, but there are other independent agencies that
have also agreed that our operations are safe and they have no adverse impacts on the
surrounding community. This includes the State of Florida's Department of Health, which
conducts monitoring and sampling for the area around the St. Lucie Plant.

SLD-1-5 Another fact to consider is our ability to help meet Florida's energy needs. As we've stated,
Florida is growing two percent a year and the St. Lucie Power Plant can help sustain the
economic growth and maintain our quality of life.

SLD-1-6 This power plant is strategically located within the FPL generating system. And the St. Lucie
Plant is among the lowest cost of electricity within the FPL system. So we help keep the electric
bill low, and that's good news for our customers.

SLD-1-7 And from an environmental standpoint, the St. Lucie Plant remains a guardian of our 's natural
resources. Our outstanding sea turtle programs are recognized throughout the this year by the

SLD-1-8 Governor. And in addition, we can continue to produce clean electricity without air pollution or
greenhouse gases.

SLD-I-9 Finally, what does St. Lucie mean to our community? Well, we've asked our neighbors and
they've told us that we're an important economic factor in this community, one that they want to
see remain as a viable contributor. The payroll for around eight hundred employees, the tax
dollars, the property taxes, the purchases, the contributions to the local United Way agencies
help in this area.

SLD-1-10 But more importantly is a role that the people at the power plant have played in this community.
Our employees are active in their churches, and scout organizations, and PTAs, and Little
Leagues, and even in local government.

And as a testimony to our community role, many members of the local community have spoken
here today and have spoken here in this very room in April's public scoping meeting on the
environment review of our license renewal application.

In summary, I believe that the reviewing of the licenses of the Florida Power and Light St. Lucie
Nuclear Power Plant is in the best interests of our community in continuing to provide safe,
clean, reliable, low cost electricity to our customers.
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What I'd like to do is ask our license renewal project environmental lead, Tom Abbatiello, to give
a little bit more detail on the FPL license renewal efforts and a little comment on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

Tom?

MR. ABBATIELLO: Thanks, Don.

Good afternoon everyone. It's an honor to be here today to share my thoughts with you about
the supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the St. Lucie license renewal.

As Don said, my name is Tom Abbatiello and I am the environmental lead for the St. Lucie
license renewal project.

SLD-J-1 The supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the St. Lucie license renewal provides a
thorough examination of ninety-two environmental issues addressed in the regulations. This
very broad approach has been thoughffully designed and is intended to cover the wide spectrum
of issues that might be raised by members of the public for governmental review agencies.

SLD-J-2 The supplemental Environmental Impact Statement concludes that the environmental impacts
from operating St. Lucie for an additional twenty years, would be small. This conclusion is
based on the detailed analysis of the impact areas. I agree with this conclusion. It is the same
conclusion that was made in FPL's environmental report prepared as a part of our application.

But another reason I believe that St. Lucie should operate for an additional twenty years, is to be
able to continue the award winning conservation work that was initiated almost twenty years ago. I

I
SLD-J-3 FPL is proud of the work we do to preserve and protect the environment. We believe in our I

responsibility to operate in harmony with the environment. St. Lucie's unique location I
successfully combines modern technology with a strong environmental commitment. I

I
As Don alluded to in his talk on October 8th of this year, Governor Bush and the Florida Cabinet I
presented FPL with a 2002 Council for Sustainable Florida Environmental Award. I

I
This award, which is on display out in the foyer, recognizes FPL's program at the St. Lucie Plant I
for the preservation and education on endangered sea turtles. The sea turtle protection and I
preservation program will continue during the license extension period. I

SLD-J-4 The renewal of the St. Lucie licenses is important in meeting the energy needs of South Florida. I
As been stated already in this meeting, our growth rate is about two percent a year and the I
electricity being consumed per customer is also increasing. I

I
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Because of this increasing demand, FPL must plan and provide power plants to assure an
ample supply of electricity. And to that end, a robust network of generation is best sustained by
the use of diverse fuels.

The review of the St. Lucie operating - the renewal of the St. Lucie operating licenses permits
FPL to continue to provide over 1700 megawatts of environmentally clean and low cost
generating capacity, free from dependence on foreign oil.

SLD-J-5 The St. Lucie employees want to remain a part of this community. As your neighbors, safe and
reliable operation of the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant is our top priority. We believe license renewal
makes good sense. It makes good business sense for both FPL and its customers. And in light
of the current situation in the world, we also believe that it is the right thing to do for our country.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Thank-you, Tom and Don Jernigan.

We're going to hear from Jim Vojcsik now, from United Way of Martin County. And then we're
going to hear from Arlease Hall, and then go to Frank Leslie, Bill Raatz and Ralph DeCristofaro.

MR. VOJCSIK: Good afternoon.

My name is Jim Vojcsik and I am the Executive Director of the United Way of Martin County. My
wife, Donna and 1, and our two children have lived in this area since 1999, and we care about
the quality of life, about the safety and about the environmental health of our community.

SLD-K-1 I would like to add my voice to those today, who are supporting the license renewal for Florida
Power and Light St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant.

SLD-K-2 As has been stated, demands for energy in our communities on the Treasure Coast are growing
annually and we need power from this plant to meet the growing needs for low cost electricity.
Florida Power and Light has a good track record of not only providing the power we need, but
operating this plant safely and protecting the environment.

SLD-K-3 As one of the largest employers in our area, the St. Lucie Power Plant is important to our local
economy. A business of this size would be very difficult to replace.

SLD-K-4 The St. Lucie Power Plant is a good neighbor. I know personally, several of the employees at
the plant, who donate their time and their money to making our communities better places to
live. They contribute hundreds of thousand of dollars and volunteer hours each year to
charitable organizations on the Treasure Coast, including the United Way, and are making a
huge difference in our communities.
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For all the reasons I mentioned, we should renew the license of the St. Lucie Power Plant for

twenty more years.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you, Mr. Vojcsik.

Arlease Hall.

MS. HALL: Good aftemoon.

My name is Arlease Hall and I'm back again. Again, it was my decision to support the license

renewal of the St. Lucie Plant today and there are a myriad of reasons as to why the plant
should continue to operate.

SLD-L-1 Some folks, a lot of folks have come before me today, to reiterate the reasons why they support
Florida Power and Light. Why? Because the St. Lucie Plant is important to the community. The I

St. Lucie Plant benefits our local economy tremendously. The St. Lucie Plant has been an I

excellent partner and neighbor, be it community or in business. The St. Lucie has contentious, I

dedicated and well trained employees.

And what comes to mind to me sometimes, when I'm going to some QIQA - another acronym - I

but when you're looking at all of the power points, Florida Power and Light comes up, as being I

one of those organizations that first implemented in being on line with Ql in sterling criteria. I
.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SLD-L-2 The St. Lucie Plant has been and has a good environmental record. The St. Lucie employees I

SLD-L-3 make our community a better place to live because of their safety record, and that's what's so I

vitally important to me, the safety record. Because all those well trained individuals that I

meticulously - they meet the performance standards set at the highest of quality levels daily. I

SLD-L-4 I feel very strongly about the things that I say to you this afternoon, because I work here and the I

employees live in this community. They are dedicated to making certain that the plant is safe, I

not only for themselves, but for their families, friends and us, because we are their neighbors. I
I

SLD-L-5 St. Lucie's safety inspection record has been rated as one of the most reliable nuclear power I

plants, not only of the U.S., but in the world. I strongly believe that the St. Lucie Power Plant has I

a proven safety record and one with which the employees can continue to build on in the future. I

I definitely support and again certainly speak for my friends and neighbors for the license I

renewal of the St. Lucie Plant, so let's keep it operating again for the next twenty years.

Thank-you.
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MR. CAMERON: Okay. And thank-you, Arlease, for those comments.

We're going to hear from Frank Leslie next and we're going to go to Bill Raatz, and Ralph
DeCristofaro.

Frank?

MR. LESLIE: Good afternoon.
I

SLD-M-1 I'm interested in renewable energy in particular, and so I'm somewhat focused on that. I did I
read the SEIS, Supplement 11 and found it very interesting. And I especially commend that I
writers of that report for doing such a good job in the field of alternative energy. I

SLD-M-3 There is a great difficulty within Florida to find a replacement source of energy, something that is I
cleaner or better in some sense than the exiting nuclear power plant. I look at that from the I
standpoint that if this plant were to be replaced with the coal brought in by rail car, would it be oil, I
which we certainly should save for transportation aspects, or would it be natural gas, which has I
a limitation itself. I

I

SLD-M-4 There are difficulties with wind and solar. It's a very diffuse energy, as opposed to fuels. And as I
such, I tend to look at that as something that will become much more of use in other areas of the I
nation. It's not only the resource of wind and solar, but also the economics of the situation. I

SLD-M-5 Florida enjoys relatively low costs for kilowatt hour, whereas other s, which do have wind and I
solar, may have very high costs. And that is an offsetting factor in installing wind turbines or I
solar module farms. I

I
There are many aspects of solar and wind energy within Florida. It was alleged to be the I
sunshine back in the twenties, but in fact, the amount of energy that we receive from the sun is I
roughly about the same as in Wyoming. Unfortunately, in my way of thinking, Arizona should be I
the sunshine.

Sunshine is, of course, limited here by cloud banks coming in with the sea breeze. Solar energy I
is blocked by these clouds. And so we only get about roughly 4.7 hours per day of effective I
solar energy. It's similar, very similar with wind energy. I

There are frontal storms that come in from the northwest. We see those periodically for five day I
periods. But in terms of the sea breeze energy, it begins roughly about nine o'clock, dies out I
about five, five p.m. And as such, it may have some future as a peeking energy reduction. I
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I'm not here to represent Florida Institute of Technology, but I'll be teaching a renewable energy
course there. And we presently have an extremely small DOE grant to study wind and solar
under sea breeze conditions. So we're looking to establish what that is.

Many years ago, the PNNL created a very extensive wind energy atlas, and they're fairly large
squares if you will, or rectangles in partial degrees of latitude and longitude, to which numbers
were assigned. Those were based on existing airport weather station information and as such,
they did a good job in covering the entire country with not only a wide view S map, but individual
maps for the various s.

Within Florida we have the lowest level in the interior of the, Class 1 level, and we have Class 2
in the coastal regions, purely because of that on shore breeze and winds there coming from
storms offshore. That makes it very difficult. You can put the two of them together in a hybrid
system, but it's a very small amount of energy in comparison with large base load plants,
whether they're coal, or oil, or natural gas fire, or whether they are nuclear.

So that puts Florida in a difficult situation. Their primary source of alternative energy would be
bio mass combustion. That requires large land areas, harvesting, transporting, processing, and
when you bum it, you get a little less C02 out than you do with the fossil fuels, but it's still a
limitation.

SLD-M-2 And so, in looking at the work that has been done within Supplement 11, the comparison of
small, moderate and large impacts on the environment, it appears to me that the nuclear option
is the best way to continue and I'm supporting that.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you, Frank, for that information on alternatives.

And let's now go to Bill Raatz.

MR. RAATZ: Hello, my name is Bill Raatz. I don't represent any group. I'm just a concerned
citizen and a resident of Port St. Lucie.

I live approximately, well, within a radius of approximately two miles of the nuclear facilities.

And just found out about this forum yesterday and I felt compelled to come here and I didn't
anticipate speaking, I'm not a public speaker. I feel very anxious about doing this, but I feel this
is too important an issue to just leave to the experts and to the vested interests that are
obviously represented here.
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And I think, like a lot of people, I presumed until fairly recently, that nuclear power was going to
be phased out in this country, that there are too many problems with it, things that have been
raised by a lot of people. Just, you know, stressed facilities, disposal of nuclear waste, nuclear

SLD-N-4 accidents. Most recently there's concern about terrorist threats and how that affects nuclear
facilities. And so, you know, I was, like everyone else, concerned about that.

And one thing I also want to mention, I used to live in Detroit and I had a cottage in Canada on
Lake Erie, and from my - I could look out across Lake Erie and see the Davis Besse facility in
Ohio. And there were - and I always thought like, jeez, what would happen to the Great Lakes
system if that facility or Fermi 1 or 2 had an accident, you know, would that totally destroy or

SLD-N-5 obliterate the Great Lakes water system. And there were, I know that there were periodic
discharges of radioactive water into Lake Erie. And I remember, you know, there were always
these reassurances that that's no concern to the human population.

But I, you know, when I would see hundreds of dead fish wash up on my beach right after that, I
was not reassured. And then just recently, you know, we've heard about, you know, problems
with that facility in Ohio.

I'm sorry if I'm rambling here, but as I said, I just hastily scribbled a few things down here. As I
SLD-N-1 indicated in my question, if Florida Power and Light is given this mandate to continue to operate

the older facility for thirty-four years, forty-one years for the newer facility, what inducement,
what incentive, impetus is there for them to ever seriously consider any other alternatives to
nuclear energy, safer alternatives, renewable sources of energy.

SLD-N-2 So I guess I would have to be some of these - maybe the sole person here who is opposed to
an extension of the operating license. I think it's premature that we should focus on looking at
alternatives, and I know that's not the, consistent with the national energy policy, which I believe
is just - our government is just manipulating public fears about energy shortage in the future, so I
I know that's not consistent with our national, current national energy policy, but I think we I

SLD-N-3 should focus on looking at those alternatives. And also, a real - make a real effort at
conservation education and, instead of wasting energy like we do.

I guess that's about all I have to say. Thank-you very much.

MR. CAMERON: And thank-you, Bill, for taking the time to come to the meeting and also to talk. I

And Mr. DeCristofaro, do you want to come up here?

All right. I

MR. DE CRISTOFARO: Okay, my name is Ralph DeCristofaro and I'm just basically a I
concerned citizen and I'm a resident of the area. I
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I have a very short statement. This may or may not be the right forum for it, but I'd like to get it
on the record.

SLD-0-1 My concern is one of safety. It's not so much of an internal accident that may occur, but
something that was thrust upon us on 9/11/2001, by a real threat of terrorism, okay?

I know I'm not alone on this, but my concern is that of a terrorist attack on any nuclear plant,
whether it's a - in the same way that they did with the Twin Towers in New York City. I really, I
guess what I'm looking for is reassurance that everything is being done for everyone's safety,
relating to this.

Again, this may be the wrong forum, but I just wanted to get my thought on record. I thank you.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you very much.

Next we're going to hear from Betty Lou Wells and then Havert Fenn.

Betty Lou?

MS. WELLS: For a while there I was afraid I was going to be the only Grinch in the crowd, but it
seems like I have one or two similarly minded people.

My name is Betty Lou Wells. I reside at 1124 Jesmine Avenue, in Fort Pierce, St. Lucie County,
Florida 34982.

Over thirty years ago, I was a member of three community organizations, which attended NRC
public hearings on Florida Power and Light's request to build a nuclear power plant now known
as St. Lucie 1, and followed by St. Lucie 2.

The three organization were the League of Women Voters of St. Lucie County, the Conservation
Alliance of St. Lucie County, and CURE.

As a result of gathering and studying handouts presented at these first hearings, members of
the League requested and received additional information from NRC, Florida Power and Light,
and national organizations devoted to studying nuclear power. These materials were shared I
with the Conservation Alliance and a new group of Martin and St. Lucie County residents called
Citizens United Against a Radioactive Environment, or CURE.

SLD-P-1 And let me insert here that I probably agree with practically all of the positive statements that
were made by various people who spoke before me today, that Florida Power and Light has
been a good neighbor, and they certainly contributed to the economy of the county, but today
facts relevant to an extension of St. Lucie 1 and 2's operating licenses from thirty to fifty years -
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and by the way, I'm confused. Is it thirty years and if so, wouldn't that cut - wouldn't that be
2006, and I've heard the figure 2016 as the cutoff of the thirty year?

MR. CAMERON: Mike?

DR. MASNIK: Mike Masnik, NRC.

The - it's forty year - they have a forty year operating license, which will end on 2016. And what
the licensee is requesting is an additional twenty years beyond 2016.

MS. WELLS: Okay. So I realize that some of the things I'm preparing to say are not accurate. I
had been under the impression all these years that we had a thirty year operating license for
these two plants. So you're going to have to subtract or add ten years here somewhere.

There are questions from those first hearings that I think need to be revisited. Please overlook
or point out any misuse of terms in my comments. I've been out of this loop for quite a while.

I thank the Commission for its greatly expanded inclusion of questions and comments from the
public, and hope you will be tolerant of those of us who are concerned citizens, but not as
knowledgeable in the subject of nuclear power as we would like to be.

These are the questions that I have already given to your staff and which I hope you will be able
to answer for us today.

SLD-P-2 1) Nuclear waste, particularly long lived spent fuel rods was to be removed within a reasonable
time by the Federal Government, therefore, the subject of nuclear waste was labeled generic
and could not be discussed in hearings for individual plants. However, instead of their being
removed, more spent fuel rods than had been planned to be contained on site, have been
placed closer together in the cooling pool than was originally thought to be prudent. Thirty years
later, there is still no time set for removal of these wastes from our county.

Should setting a date for beginning to remove wastes be a condition for approval of adding
twenty years of producing radioactive waste?

SLD-P-3 2) Citizens were told that an operating license would be limited to thirty years, because the
metal end of their containers was expected to become brittle by forty years use and to crack.

What new studies prove otherwise?

SLD-P-4 3) First hearings predicted no population growth on Hutchinson Island near the plant.
Population on Hutchinson Island was zero at the time. Now that many high rises, holding many
people, exist south of the plant, what different plan for population evacuation in case of severe
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accident should be established, or additional traffic lanes or people transporters for evacuation
indicated by current and expected population?

SLD-P-5 4) What class of individuals, what age, weight, sex or other attributes, working or living no more
than seven miles from the plant, has been determined to be the most vulnerable to so-called
normal plant radiation emissions?

What is the difference between the population living within a fifty mile radius of the site in the
year 2000, and when the plants began operation, and what was the fifty mile radius population
predicted for the year 2000, at the time of the first hearings?

They say you should never ask a question you don't know the answer to, and I don't know the
answer to that when it's been a while and I know it's a matter of record, but I am raising it at this
point.

SLD-P-6 5) At the thirty year ago public hearings, concern was expressed over studies which showed the
likelihood of a high concentration of radioactive iodine in the milk of nursing mothers and in milk
goats living close to the plant, along Indian River Drive. Goats were said to have seven times
the concentration of that of milk cows.

Have new studies been done to answer these concerns or have procedures been adopted for
monitoring and/or notifying lactating women or goat farmers?

SLD-P-7 6) Parents of St. Lucie County children, who seem to have a high incidence of tumors, were
seeking answers a few years ago as to whether there was a nuclear plant emissions connection.

Have these questions been resolved?

SLD-P-8 7) During the past thirty years, has new equipment for improving nuclear plant safety been
developed, that might not have seemed cost effective to install at St. Lucie 1 or 2 for forty years
operating period, but that should be installed for an additional twenty year operation?

SLD-P-9 And the bottom question is, number 8), but perhaps most important, does the predicted long
term terrorism threat that the Federal Government is planning for, and with nuclear power plants
labeled one of the most likely targets and with St. Lucie Plants vulnerable from air, land and
water, should St. Lucie 1 and 2 be closed as soon as possible, instead of given an extended
life?

Thank-you.
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MR. CAMERON: And thank-you very much for those specific issues, Betty Lou. And the staff
has informed me that they are going to look at them in the evaluation of comments, but also that
they're prepared to talk to you about them after the meeting, if you have time.

All right. Thank-you.

Havert?

MR. FENN: Thank-you very much.

I do not represent any organization. I'm just a retired senior citizen who's interested in my
community.

I have on occasion served in the public in St. Lucie County, first as a City Commission for
Fort Pierce and then a County Commissioner for fourteen years, and now I'm in retirement. I still
have the interests of St. Lucie County.

We've been, my family and I have been in St. Lucie County for over forty years period that Betty
Lou Wells was speaking about a moment ago, we were involved in all of that.

SLD-Q-1 But we were convinced after a few years that the power plant, Florida Power and Light power
plant was a good entity in our county. Yes, they have questions about the power plant and there
will always be questions about the power plant. And certainly when we look on TV or we pick up
the newspaper and see something that has happened at another power plant, such as the
nuclear power plant here, it does give rise to what might happen here.

But I do have a few things that I would like to say relative to why I think the power plant renewal
effort should be given. I'm not a scientific engineer, so I'm not going to get into all of these other
things some of the people can get into.

Since we are all aware of why we are here, and I hope not be redundant in repeating all of that,
but some of the good things that you've said, I'm saying I give my support to.

SLD-Q-2 The - first of all, the importance of the plant to the community. Now, yes, we know that St. Lucie
County is one of the fastest growing counties in the State of Florida and maybe the nation, now
that we have entities coming in that are supplying jobs and, of course, the Florida Power and
Light Company is employing something in the neighborhood of eight hundred to nine hundred
people.

SLD-Q-3 I want to stop and have you to recognize that the plant does provide, as far as I'm concerned, a
safe, clean - safe and clean electricity. I want you to know that we - that there are other
sources of electricity in this area, one being the Fort Pierce Utilities Authority Electric Plant, the
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other being over on the West Coast of Florida, and there are some others, and I will not belabor
those. But what I'm saying in the - wherever we go, we're going to need electricity. It's one of
the things we, we say now we cannot do without. Before we had it, we didn't know that.

SLD-Q4 I understand that the FP&L plant is among the lowest cost producers of electricity and that is
good, because when the rate for electricity goes up too high, then we will suffer. I would like for
the St. Lucie Plant to keep electric bills low.

SLD-Q-6 It is my understanding that for more than one reason, that the power plant is here. Someone
was seeking a better way to provide electricity, other than the coal and the oil that we were living
on at one time. And as a member of this community, I would like to see the power plant
continue to be a part of our future. The location of the plant, we cannot do anything about that.
I think now that we're in a position that we could stop the increased number of units at the plant,
but so far as doing something about the plants that are already there, I don't believe we will be
able to that.

SLD-Q-7 It has been a good neighbor. I have personally been involved with some of these products that
the nuclear plant was involved in.

And you think in terms that someone mentioned a moment ago, about the Little League baseball
teams, yes. You forgot to mention one, the Pop Wamer Football League, too. They were
involved in that. And we did have Mr. Anderson to mention the South County Regional Sports
Complex, which they participated in; the United Way and some of the others that have been
mentioned.
But I want you to know from my standpoint, that they, that the power plant and its employees
have been a good neighbor for us, for me, and as I said, I've been here over forty years.

Moving right along here, I would like to say that if you cannot live within the realm of this facility,
SLD-.Q-8 not knowing what is to happen, we just pray to God that nothing ever happens. I have been told

by some authoritative sources that the power plant workers are very dedicated persons and well
trained. I'm going to live on that fact.

They have from time to time had electric emergency drills, so that if something is to happen, at
least we'll have some direction, somewhere to go. Hopefully, as I said, that God forbid or
something happening, but I can see now the people over in the central part of the , Wachula,
you know, Avon Park, Okeechobee and the rest of them, yes, they could look up and see a
whole lot of people coming, but I pray to God that that will not happen.

SLD-0-9 And certainly I don't think any of us want to turn to fossil fuel. I don't believe we do, because you
know the pollution we talked about that we do not want, that's what we will find.
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SLD-Q-10 So in my conclusion, I think this nuclear power plant is the best thing for our community
environment, as some of you all have been saying. And that as far as I know, it has been a
good neighbor for the last twenty-five years. And I will support the renewal of the license for the
St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you, Mr. Fenn.

Next, we're going to go to Mark Oncavage, then Lloyd Brumfield, then Jane Rowley and Doug
Anderson.

MR. ONCAVAGE: Thank-you for the opportunity to speak. My name is Mark Oncavage. I
I

SLD-R-1 At the scoping meeting here in Port St. Lucie on April 3rd, I raised eight public safety issues that
needed to be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and not even one of those
safety issues are in this draft study. Apparently some individuals of the NRC have great difficulty I
relating safety and public concerns to their Environmental Impact Statement. I

Also, I would like someone from the Office of the General Counsel to explain to me exactly I
which provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act enable the NRC staff to ignore the I
tremendously dangerous issues that I raised at the scoping meeting. No matter. There are I
forces at work here well beyond the control of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the I
nuclear industry. I

I
2002 was a bad year. Nuclear industry scandals broke out worldwide. British Nuclear Fuels I
Limited is a privately run company that's owned by the British Government. They reprocess I
spent fuel into plutonium and uranium to fuel reactors. They have a sixty billion dollar liability for I
the nuclear waste and contamination problems that they've created. They're begging the British I
Government for money, because technically, they're bankrupt. Their liabilities far exceed their I
assets. I

I

This company sold a load of reprocessed fuel to Japan. Japan found the fuel to be defective I
and demanded that the Brits take it back. On its way back, New Zealand and Caribbean Prime I
Ministers told the ships to stay out of their waters because of the dangers of terrorist attacks, I
contamination and sinkings. I

I

Meanwhile, the Irish and Norwegian Governments are complaining to the European Union that I
radioactive wastes from this company's reprocessing plant are contaminating their national I
waters and an accident could kill many of their citizens. I
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The British Government recently deregulated their electricity market. They set up a private
company called British Energy and sold it sixteen of the best reactors that they had. Since
started deregulation, wholesale electricity prices have dropped thirty percent and now there's a
twenty-two percent over capacity in the system.

British Energy is bankrupt. They're losing seven and a half million dollars week selling nuclear
generated electricity. The govemment floated them a six hundred million dollar loan. British
Energy said not enough, so the govemment raised it to one billion dollars due on November
30th, which was three days ago. British Energy said no, so the due date was moved to March
9th, 2003.

British Energy also asked for an additional three hundred million dollars every year to cover its
waste and contamination problems. The company's capitalization value has dropped ninety-two
percent since it was privatized in 1996. Obviously it's looking for some new culpable investors.

The German Government has promised to close down all their nineteen reactors by the
year 2020. the Germans are struggling with the problem of storing high level wastes for the next
few million years. They said they're going to put it deep below the water table.

The United States, at Yucca Mountain is planning to store their high level wastes above the
water table. The Germans said they're not going to put it in an earthquake zone or a volcano
zone. Yucca Mountain, our proposed repository, is in an earthquake zone and a volcano zone.
Do the German scientists know something that we don't?

The Swedish Government has promised to close down all their nuclear power reactors. The
Russian Government is down to its last reprocessing plant. It's the Chelyabinsk region of the
Ural Mountains. This plan has suffered three catastrophic nuclear accidents and this
Chelyabinsk region is considered to be the most contaminated place on earth, which includes
the Chernobyl accident area. This plant lacks money as an endanger of precipitating a fourth
catastrophic accident, when its liquid waste impoundment area bursts its banks, this would
destroy the Pechora River all the way down to the Arctic Ocean.

The French Government is heavily into nuclear electricity. A poll completed this past September
by the French Union for electricity, shows that sixty-one percent of the French people polled,
said that they do not favor nuclear electricity, and sixty-two percent of the people said they would
pay higher rates, up to ten percent more, to abandon nuclear electricity altogether.

The Japanese nuclear utilities are being rocked by their biggest nuclear power scandal ever. It
seems they've been falsifying safety inspections for the past twelve years and their reactor
binding is riddled with cracks. They've closed down twelve plants and have finally sent in some
honest inspectors. One of the ways the Japanese Government responded to this crisis, was to
hand the names of the whistle blowers over to the utilities.
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Because of the safety in corporate government scandal, the Japanese are getting cold feet
about their plutonium fuel program, in which they buy a reprocessed plutonium fuel from British
Nuclear Fuels Limited. This British reprocessor, with its sixty billion dollars liability in wastes and
contamination, its defective fuel and its impending loss of the Japanese fuel contract, still
managed to find one million dollars to lobby the Bush administration this election cycle.

SLD-R-2 These international affairs show that nuclear electricity is too dangerous, too expensive, and too
unreliable to have a meaningful future. Now, let's look at the United States.

We all should know that there has not been a new order for a nuclear reactor since Three Mile
Island Number 2 destroyed itself in 1979. Three Mile Island Number 2 cost seven hundred
million dollars to build, but it was only three months old when the accident occurred. It incurred
973 million dollars in cleanup costs and will incur another 433 million dollars in retirement costs.
The utility also lost 425 million dollars when it canceled another plant that it was building. That's
about two and a half billion dollars up in smoke. The canceled plant was one of ninety-seven
plants that were canceled from this era.

Another debacle was the Shoreham plant on Long Island outside New York City. The plant was
built for five billion dollars and never produced a single watt of electricity. It was deemed too
dangerous to operate, since the vast number of people living nearby could not be evacuated in
an accident. The State of New York bought in from Long Island Light Company just to tear it
down.

Washington Public Power Supply System wanted to build five reactors. When the cost
estimates reached 24 billion dollars, it defaulted on 2 1/4 billion dollars of municipal bonds, the
largest municipal bond default in history. Is there any question why the investment houses on
Wall Street refuse to finance nuclear power plants?

Florida Power and Light recently purchased a controlling interest in Seabrook Number 1. They
paid about fifteen cents on a dollar of the original plant cost of six billion dollars.

Pilgrim Reactor in Boston sold for a reported 50 million dollars. Three Mile Island Unit 1, the
undamaged one, sold for a reported 100 million dollars, but the fuel at the plant was valued at
77 million dollars, so the plant was only worth 23 million dollars, less than ten cents on a dollar.
This sounds like an industry in deep despair, because these are speculative prices.

SLD-R-3 In March of 2001, cracks started being seen around the control rod drive mechanisms at the top
of some reactor pressure vessels. The NRC knew it had problems with cracks, with boric acid
oozing out and with corrosion. Instead of calling for immediate safety inspections, it delayed the
inspections order until December 31 st.
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One troublesome reactor, Davis Besse, near Toledo, Ohio, wanted more delays. So rather than

impede plant revenues, the NRC delayed the safety inspections again. When the inspection

was finally done in March of this past year, a hole about as big as a football, was discovered in

the reactor lid. Only a thin piece of stainless steel cladding kept the reactor contents from

blowing out the corrosion hole. That whole affair was mismanaged by the NRC, who truly

endangered the public by putting utility revenues before safety.

SLD-R-4 The nuclear industry may point to the congressional designation of Yucca Mountain as the

repository site for high level waste as a victory. The costs for this facility will be staggering.

Here's a quotation from Congresswoman Shelley Berkley, speaking before the House of

Representatives, and I quote:

"The projected cost of this boondoggle is anywhere from 56 billion dollars to 309 billion dollars.

The Nuclear Waste Fund has 11 billion dollars. How are we going to pay for this, raise taxes,

dip into the Social Security Trust Fund? And once Yucca Mountain is full, then what do we do?

After spending hundreds of billions of dollars, we will still be exactly where we are today.'

Thank-you for your time.

MR. CAMERON: Thank-you for that perspective, Mark.

We're next going to Mr. Brumfield.

MR. BRUMFIELD: Lloyd Brumfield. That's really a hard act to follow.

I'd say my name's Lloyd Brumfield but right now it's really Ebenezer Scrooge. And then I'd say

I'm really Jekyll and Hyde, especially when it comes to energy and electricity, nuclear energy.

And I say to myself, you know, I'm not really the average person. I'm different than the average

person. I think on this subject, I'm more average than the average.

Nuclear energy, even any kind of electric power today, is an emotional thing with me. I mean I

finally will admit that. I was a teenage soldier, who went into Japan as an occupation troop,

rather than an invasion troop, because of the A bombs. And that time I'm, I'm really - you know,

after that, I panicked for the A bomb. Nuclear fission. And then when, early '50's, when the

Soviet Union had got it, I got shaky. Then, when it started advertising that nuclear power would

be too cheap to meet her, and it took one up again, far as I can tell, it's probably the most

expensive of all power.

But let me talk about these split personalities or multiple personalities of mine. Anytime I can

drive by a power plant, I no longer look at it as an economic, or a practical, or comfort of living,

even though I really get aggravated when I can't turn on the light, run my computer, use my drill,
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I want to use electricity. But when I go by a power plant, nuclear power plant, I get the willies a
little bit, just looking at it. Maybe that's not the way it ought to be, but that's the way it is.

SLD-S-1 But what about these coal fire plants? Well, I've got a real problem there. I came from the coal
mine country. Members of my family today are in coal mines. I have a nephew that's in
management in a coal mine. And yet coal, from all indications, is the cause of much of the
pollution around the United States in power plants and factories. Gas is a little bit - petroleum is I
a little bit better. Not as much as it claim, and gas probably is still a little bit better, but they're all I
fuels that pollute badly. I

I
SLD-S-2 And what am I saying? You know, I really wish that nuclear power could work, but I don't believe I

it's working, for the very reasons that I get the willies when I drive by the power plant over on I
Hutchinson Island. And I hear people say, gosh, that's a bad looking thing to me. I

I
And then when I drive by a coal fire plant, I think one of the very dozens down in Riviera Beach I
or somewhere, we, we've got a problem. I'm talking to you about the industry altogether. I

I
SLD-S-3 Now I have one real problem with this power plant, as I do with any. As I understand it, the I

spent fuel from day one is still there, in the water or sump, and that's bothered me even before I
September the 11th. I

I
SLD-S-4 And I do know that Yucca Mountain is a national political problem. But what even worries me I

today and I said it earlier, I've lost a lot of confidence in Federal agencies monitoring and I
policing. And the trend in Washington today is you do less of it, considerably less.

Most of the people here today are technicians, engineers, people who have been involved in it. I
But I still think the average citizen is as paranoid as I am. We want the electricity. We don't like I
the pollution and the nuclear power plants scare us. And you folks that have all of this know-

SLD-S-5 how probably can help us. But I still say what I said earlier, I notice you've got a little bit of
conservation as a last item on your handout. Just a little bit, some after-thought. I'd really like to I
see you move it up to the first item. I

I
Thank-you. I

I
MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you, Mr. Brumfield. I

I
Could we have Jane Rowley, and then we'll go to Doug Anderson. I

I

MS. ROWLEY: Well, I'm last, but not least, 'cause Doug Anderson went first. I
I

MR. CAMERON: We're going to do this all again? I
I
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MS. ROWLEY: That's it. See that? No, I can't do that. I have a board meeting to go tonight.

MR. CAMERON: Okay.

MS. ROWLEY: I am Jane Rowley. Whoops, excuse me. I really didn't - I don't think I need a
microphone.

(Laughter.)

MS. ROWLEY: My husband told me that he can hear me in a room with three hundred people
and I'm whispering, so it's a real problem in my life.

I'm Jane Rowley and I'm the Director of Community Relations for St. Lucie West Development
Corporation. We're developers in St. Lucie County and throughout the State of Florida.

My remarks are simple. I'm a lay person. I pull the switch and I want my lights to go on, I want
my computer to go on, and I want my well water to go on. I've been a resident of the City of Port
St. Lucie for twenty-five years. I'm a former City Councilwoman for the City of Port St. Lucie.
Very active in the community.

SLD-T-1 I can't worry about what's going to happen all over the world, all over the United States, but I
SLD-T-2 know FP&L here and our power plant, they look after our safety. They're good community

partners, very active. Their employees are very active. Their management is very active.
They've been involved in so many aspects of St. Lucie County and the counties around us.
They're good community partners.

I feel it's very important that they approve the operating license for the St. Lucie Power Plant.

Thank-you very much.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you, Jane.

And I think Jane is correct. She is the last speaker today.

And I'm going to turn this over to John Tappert in a minute to just close this off for this afternoon
session, but I just want to remind people that we do have a lot of NRC staff here, a lot of experts
who are helping us with this project. Take some time to talk to them after the meeting. We do
have a representative of our Office of General Counsel here, as well as regional staff.

And one person I did want to recognize, because of him - NRC's presence the community and
at a particular plant is Thierry Ross, who's our senior resident here at St. Lucie and lives in the
community, and looks after NRC's responsibilities on a day to day basis at the plant.
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And, John, do you want to say some final words?

MR. TAPPERT: I just want to thank everyone for coming out and taking time out of their day to I
come out here today.

Chip does these meetings for us all over the country and this may be the most comments we've I
ever gotten at one of these forums. So we appreciate your participation and I would encourage I
you to talk to one of the people with a name tag if you'd like to, if you have some more questions I
regarding the relicensing.

And thanks for coming out again.

(Whereupon, at 4:30 o'clock, p.m., the public meeting was adjourned.)
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Transcript of the Evening Public Meeting on December 3, 2002, in Port St. Lucie, Florida

[Introduction, Mr. Cameron]
[Presentation, Mr. Dudley]
[Presentation, Dr. Masnik]
[Presentation, Ms. Hickey]
[Presentation, Dr. Masnik]

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you, Mike.

We're going to start off the public comment segment of the meeting by hearing from Florida
Power and Light, and I'd like to ask Don Jemigan to come up. Don is the site vice-president at
St. Lucie. And then Tom Abbatiello is going to come up and talk to us, and Tom is the
environmental lead on the license renewal application.

Don?

MR. JERNIGAN: Thanks, and good evening. And again, thank-you, Mr. Cameron.

My name is Don Jernigan. I'm the vice-president of Florida Power and Light Company,
St. Lucie nuclear power plant. I appreciate this opportunity to speak to you today about Florida
Power and Light's application for renewal of the St. Lucie operating licenses, and assisting me
tonight is Tom Abbatiello, who is our license renewal project environmental lead, who will also
address more specifically some of the findings contained in the Draft Supplement Environmental
Impact Statement.

I'd also like to thank the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for arranging and holding this meeting
today.

SLD-U-1 FPL strongly supports the openness of this process, and in fact during the last two years we
have been involved in dialogue with the community surrounding the St. Lucie plant. In fact, we
have met with more than one thousand home owners, community groups and government
officials.

Our purpose was to simply share information about license renewal and plant operations. We
believe that the community interest and the priorities should be incorporated not only into our
license renewal at the St. Lucie plant, but also into our overall plant operations.

Community input is an integral part of a license renewal process. The application that we
prepared consists of two parts, as discussed earlier, a safety analysis and an environmental
report.
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The application has been open for public review for some time and the NRC has in fact
requested comments and received comments from interested parties.

Just as the process has been open in reviewing the environmental aspects of license renewal,
the safety analysis is also following a parallel path. There are open public meetings and the
NRC is currently going through an intensive review of plant systems to ensure safe operation of
the plant for an additional twenty years.

A public meeting on the scoping of the NRC's environmental review over license renewal
application was held here last April in this very room.

Today's meeting continues that open process of seeking public input on license renewal, and we
welcome this opportunity to gain additional community input on the environmental aspects of our
license renewal.

I want to thank the members of the community that are represented here today for taking time
out of your busy schedule to share your views and ideas of this draft report with the NRC.
They're very important. And we appreciate the support that has been provided to us by the local
communities.

I'd also like to thank the NRC staff and members of the National Laboratory Review Team for
their work in preparing a Supplement Environmental Impact Statement for St. Lucie license
renewal.

SLD-U-2 I believe that the report reflects a comprehensive assessment of the environmental impacts of
license renewal. And as vice-president of St. Lucie, I want to state that my first and my primary
focus is the health and safety of my family, my St. Lucie employees and this community, and
their well-being comes before anything else.

SLD-U-3 When I look at the evidence that is presented in this Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement and the other license renewal documents, I am assured of the plant's safety and the
positive impact on our environment. I believe that the case for continued operation of the
St. Lucie plant is strong.

Let me address four areas. I want to talk about our performance, the economics of St. Lucie
electricity, our environmental stewardship and our community presence.

SLD-U-4 The first thing I want to talk about is that the performance of our plant is top notch, thanks to our
employees, many of whom are actually here in this audience tonight to support this very
important process. It is their time, their effort, and their dedication that have resulted in making
the St. Lucie plant consistently recognized as one of the safest and one of the most reliable and
one of the most efficient plants in the United States.
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It is our employees who have worked diligently through effective maintenance programs to
sustain this option for continued plant operation well beyond the forty year license period.

Not only does the Nuclear Regulatory Commission monitor our performance, but there are other
independent agencies who also agree that our plant operations are safe and that they have no
adverse impact on the surrounding community. This includes the State of Florida's Department
of Health, which conducts monitoring and sampling of the areas surrounding the St. Lucie plant.

SLD-U-5 Another important factor to consider in this process is our ability to help meet Florida's energy
needs. As we have talked about here today, Florida's electric growth is averaging two percent a
year. The St. Lucie power plant can help sustain the economic growth of our and maintain our
current quality of life. This plant is strategically located in the FPL generating system.

SLD-U-6 The St. Lucie plant is among the lowest cost producers of electricity in the FPL system. So that
helps keeps electric bills low, and that's good news for our customers.

SLD-U-7 From an environmental standpoint the St. Lucie plant remains a guardian of our natural
resources. Our outstanding sea turtle programs have been recognized throughout the . In fact,
the Governor has recognized the St. Lucie plant for this environmental stewardship this year.

SLD-U-8 In addition, we continue to produce clean electricity without air pollution or greenhouse gasses.

SLD-U-9 Finally, what does the St. Lucie plant mean to our community? So we asked our neighbors and
they told us that we are an important economic factor in this community, one that they want to
see remain as a viable contributor, payroll for around eight hundred employees, tax dollars,
property taxes, purchases, and the contributions to local United Way agencies help in this area.

SLD-U-10 But the most important part, more than the economics, is the role that our employees play in this
local community., Our employees are active in their churches, in Scout organizations, in PTA's,
Little Leagues, Pop Warner football leagues, and even in local government.

And as a testimony to our community role, many members of the local community have spoken
to us in support of the St. Lucie plant, not only this afternoon, but also last April during a public
scoping meeting on the NRC's environmental review of our license renewal application.

In summary, I believe that renewal of the licenses of FPL St. Lucie nuclear power plant is in the
best interest of our community in continuing to provide safe, clean, reliable and low cost
electricity to our customers.

I would like to ask that our license renewal project environment lead Tom Abbatiello provide
some additional details on FPL's license renewal efforts and comments on the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.
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Tom?

MR. ABBATIELLO: Thanks, Don.

Good evening everyone. It's an honor to be here today to share my thoughts with you about the
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the St. Lucie license renewal.

As Don said, my name is Tom Abbatiello and I am the environmental lead for the St. Lucie
license renewal project.

SLD-V-1 The Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the St. Lucie license renewal provides a
thorough examination of the ninety-two environmental issues addressed in the regulations. This
very broad approach has been thoughtfully designed and is intended to cover the wide spectrum
of issues that might be raised by members of the public or governmental review agencies.

SLD-V-2 The Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement concludes that the environmental impacts
from operating St. Lucie for an additional twenty years would be small. This conclusion is based
on detailed analysis of impact areas.

I agree with this conclusion. In fact, it is the same conclusion that was made in FPL's
environmental report which we prepared as a part of our application.

But another reason I believe that St. Lucie should operate for an additional twenty years is to be
able to continue the award winning conservation work that was initiated almost twenty years ago.

SLD-V-3 FPL is proud of the work we do, preserve and protect the environment. We believe in our
responsibility to operate in harmony with the environment. St. Lucie's unique location
successfully combines modern technology with a strong commitment to the environment.

As Don alluded to in his talk, on October 8th of this year, Governor Bush and the Florida Cabinet
presented FPL with a 2002 council for sustainable Florida environmental award. This award,
which was on display in the foyer, recognizes FPL's program at the St. Lucie plant for the
preservation and education of endangered sea turtles. The sea turtle protection and
preservation program will continue during the license extension period.

SLD-V-4 The renewal of the St. Lucie licenses is important in meeting the energy needs of South Florida,
and as was previously mentioned, we are growing at about two percent a year and electricity
consumed per customer is also increasing. Because of this increasing demand, FPL must plan
and provide power plants to assure ample supply of electricity, and to that end, a robust network
of generation is best sustained by the use of diverse fuels.
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The renewal of the St. Lucie operating licenses permits FPL to continue to provide over
1700 megawatts of environmentally clean and low cost generating capacity, free from
dependence on foreign oil.

SLD-V-5 The St. Lucie employees want to remain a part of this community. As your neighbors, safe and
reliable operation of the St. Lucie nuclear plant is our top priority. We believe license renewal
makes good business sense for both FPL and its customers, and in light of the current situation
in the world, we also believe it is the right thing to-do for our country.

Thank-you.

MR. CAMERON: Thank-you very much, Tom, and thank-you, Don.

We're going to go to Mr. Vince Barry now, who I believe is from Wonderful Wednesday.

Vince?

MR. BARRY: Good evening.

My name is Vincent Barry. My wife Lorraine and I have lived in Port St. Lucie for fourteen years,
moving here from Lafayette, Indiana.

SLD-W-1 During that time we have relied on Florida Power and Light and the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant to
supply us with low cost, safe and reliable electricity. They have never failed to fulfill that
responsibility.

Over the same period, I have checked the cost of electricity with our growing children living in
several other States, and have confirmed that Florida Power and Light and the St. Lucie Nuclear
Plant does indeed have economical rates.

SLD-W-2 We also have enjoyed great credits, by participating in the Florida Power and Light on-call
program. With this program our water heater and our air conditioning system are wired such,
that during peak loads Florida Power and Light can remotely disrupt our service for short periods
of time. To date, if they have activated the system, we are unaware of it, and it has caused us
no inconvenience.

SLD-W-3 With regard to safety and reliability, long before coming to Florida I was aware of the excellent
reputation in quality that Florida Power and Light enjoyed and of the high standards they
employed in their facilities.

I have long known of the stringent quality and safety systems demanded and employed by
Florida Power and Light. However, it was not until my wife and I became involved in Vicky
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Spencer's energy encounters and the Wonderful Wednesday program she administers, did we
realize that those stringent standards were ratcheted up tenfold at the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant.

I learned about the safety and the back-up systems, about the detailed procedures for every
process that must be followed and how the operators are trained and retrained to follow these
quality and safety procedures to the letter without deviation.

SLD-W-4 There is no question in my mind that safety is the top priority at the St. Lucie nuclear Plant and
their safety record bears this out.

SLD-W-5 In addition to being a reliable supplier of safe, low cost electricity, the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant is a
good neighbor, contributing aggressively to our local community, both economically and with
countless civic activities. The plant and its employees are involved in everything, from Little
League, to United Way, to Habitat for Humanity, and impacts this community with more than
eighty million dollars annually.

SLD-W-7 I recently became aware of the splendid programs that the St. Lucie plant Energy Encounters
Program conducts. These programs offer hands-on science programs for school, offering free
three day work shops to teachers for teaching skills and training credits, free science field trips
for elementary and middle school children, as well as continually donating computers and
supplies to the local schools.

SLD-W-8 Adding to their economic and civic achievements, the St. Lucie nuclear plant has always
maintained a strong commitment to the environment. Their emphasis on the South Florida Echo
System have resulted in designing and maintaining a facility that compliments a friendly
relationship of the two.

Through the twenty-five year existence of the plant, the State of Florida has monitored the
SLD-W-9 environmental conditions around the St. Lucie nuclear plant. They have continually found both

the air and the water surrounding the plant meets their standards and those of the Federal
Government.

SLD-W-10 In conclusion, the twenty-five year history of the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant has been excellent for
the community, for the environment and its wildlife, and for the people. We have got something
very good here and when you have something good you stick with it.

Florida Power and Light and the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant have more than proved they are worthy
to have their license renewed.

I thank you for allowing me to voice my support for the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant license renewal
and for sharing with you my views for that support.
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MR. CAMERON: Thank-you very much, Mr. Barry.

Next we're going to go to Mr. Larry Bullington.

MR. BULLINGTON: Thank- you. I'd just have some comments that I'd like to make.

First of all, thank-you to the NRC findings. I'm a health physics technician at St. Lucie since all
the way back January 1 0th of '83. I have some years of experience.

But those that I'm sitting around, or the reason I'm here tonight, because they represent IBEW,
and present, Rick Curtis, and these are my Union brothers.

SLD-X-1 As has been stated before, the Boy Scouts, Big Brothers, Hospice, United Way, is contributing
from these fellows and also many - in the area, many hours put together for these gentlemen.

So I thank you. The ladies and gentlemen here are part of the neighborhood of St. Lucie,
Martin, Okeechobee and Indian County.

MR. CAMERON: Thank-you, Larry.

Next we're going to go to Karen Knapp, United Way. I
I

MS. KNAPP: Good evening. I
I

My name is Karen Knapp and I'm the President of the United Way of St. Lucie County, and it is
my pleasure to speak on behalf of the Florida Power and Light Company, and the people it
employs, and their relationship with the United Way.

The United Way is the leader in charitable giving. Over the past forty years the local United Way I
has allocated millions of dollars to give to health and human service organizations to help people I
in need right here in our community. I

I
In order for us to be successful in accomplishing our goals, we need helping hands, volunteers I
and the generosity of contributors. Volunteers govem the United Way. They help raise needed I
funds, and the volunteers review all requests for funds and make financial - or final decisions on I
where the dollars will do the most good. I

I
SLD-Y-1 Our volunteers are a vital resource to our organization. For many years now the folks at FP&L I

have played and continue to play and important role in the operation of our United Way. Year I
after year Florida Power and Light, and the IBEW Local 627 supports us by giving of their time I
and energy. I
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FP&L allows their employees to help us in so many ways. They sit on governing boards of the
United Way. They allow their employees to become loan executives. They chair our United
Way campaigns. Volunteers help us not only with their own campaign inside the nuclear plant,
but they also help us conduct many outside throughout the community.

These volunteers go above and beyond and they give from the heart. They have never said no
to a request for help from the United Way, whether it be constructive huge goal signs in the
community or sitting on decision-making panels. The company and its employees are dedicated
to improving the quality of life for those less fortunate in our community.

They have proven themselves to be good citizens of this community, the true friend to United
Way and an asset to our entire community and I would like just to take this opportunity to thank
Mr. Jernigan and the employees here present for all that they do for the United Way.

MR. CAMERON: Okay, thank-you, Karen.

I believe that's the last speaker that we had signed up.

Before we close, does anybody else have anything to say or any issues we can clear up for you?
Any questions?

Yes, sir?

And just please give us your name for the transcript.

MR. BOGACKI: My name is Charles Bogacki, and just to stay on the topic of environmental
SLD-Z-1 impact, I just want to let you know the posted radioactive material settlement pond that is on the

FP&L site outside of the radiation control area - and FP&L is doing a great job on the St. Lucie
site - but I would like to see the settlement pond that is open to all the wildlife, have some
attention to make this settlement pond de-posted as radioactive material area that is open to the
wildlife, and adhere to the environmental issues that may impact that.

MR. CAMERON: Okay. Thank-you, and if the NRC staff needs to clarify anything about that,
they'll talk to you after the meeting, okay, just to make sure that we understand everything that
you're saying on that.

Anybody else have a question or comment that they want to make before we close for tonight?

(No response.)

MR. CAMERON: I would just thank all of you for taking the time to be with us tonight and giving
us your comments.
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Anybody?

(No response.)

MR. CAMERON: All right. I'm going to ask John Tappert, who's our senior person here, to just
close the meeting for us.

John?

MR. TAPPERT: Thanks again for coming. We appreciate all the comments that you gave us.
The NRC staff will remain after the meeting if you have any additional questions or comments.

Thank-you.

(Whereupon, at 8:55 o'clock, p.m., the public meeting was adjourned.)

NUREG-1 437, Supplement 11
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i A.6 Letters and E-Mails Received on the Draft SEIS
Doris Mendiola -[Fwd Fwd: NY TIMES-Regulators kept damaged A-Plant Open Because of Cost To OwnerE Page 1

From: Betty Lou Wells <bouwes0earth6nk.net>
To: Bil Nelson <senatorObIlnelsonsenate.gov>, Bob Graham 'ebob
grahamOgrahanLsenategov>. Mark Foley mark foleyOmaifhousegov>, Llsa Kaul
<1kaul@envector.com>, Jim Reed rqreederpbpostom>, AnthonyWestbury
<anthony.westbuxyOscrIpps.com>, Michael Gotorth dnbeditOfptribune.com>, Richard Wets
<weffs78@comcast.neb. Bob Bangert <BangertOdgital.net>, Sharon Bea 
sbeat9999@Obellsouth.neb, Ellen Mancini <elien_mancinl@hotmalLcom>. Jeb Bush qeb@jeb.org>,
Masnick <StLucieDSEISOnrcgov>, Lace Vitunac tn cevOaocom>
Date: 1/4/03 2.02PM
Subject: [Fwd: Fwd: NYTIMES-Regulators kept damaged A-Plant Open Because of Cost To
Owner]

Oh myGodt

This Is the reason to carefully. double carefuly consider extending
operating licenses of St. Lucie 1 and 2 (and aDi other plants) as we
shalt undoubedly continue to rind problems of mst. embrittlement. etc.
In old plants. Wonder what the Industry thinks stories and
occurences/events of this sort do to public confidence?
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Doris Mendiola - Fwd: NY TIMES-Regulators kept damaged A-Plant Open Because of Cost To Owner, Page 

From: <WaItnlacev@ioI.corn>
To: cblouwefts@earthlhnk.net>
Date: 114103 11:05AM
Subject: Fwd: NYTIMES-Regutators kept damaged A-Plant Open Because of Cost To Owner

C) rr"
- C-)

.. E
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Doris Mendola-NY TIMES-Regulators kept damaged A-Plant Open Because of Cost To Owner Page 

From: Uoyd Brurnfield dkoydb4@yahoo.com>
To: Uoyd Brumfield dbydb40yahoo.com>
Date: 114103 5:19AM
Subject: NY TiMES-Regulators kept damaged A-Plant Open Because of Cost To Owner

Regulators' Wariness Kept a Damaged A-Plant Open
By MATTHEW L WALD

ASHINGTON, Jan. 3-Three months before workers
refueling an Ohio nuclear reactor discovered last year -
that its d had rusted nearly all the way through. c _
the staff of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission drafted - - : .
an order to close it for nspection. -,:'. t W ;

But the order was never issued, because the staff -
doubted its authorty to close the plant, did not want F - :
to Impose unnecessary costs on the owner and was
reluctant to give the Industry a black eye, according a
to an intemal commission report released today.

The report, by the commission's inspector general,
concluded that the staff had been too hesitant and
that a policy adopted by the N.R.C. in the mid-I 990's
to take costs Into account when setting regulatory
requirements was in conflict with the commission's
goal of maintaining reasonable assurance of public
safety.

But the basic problem, the report said, was the
stalf's assumption about who had the burden of proof-
the commission or a plant's operator - when safety was
in question.

The commission 'appears to have Informally established
an unreasonably high burden of requiring' of tself
'absolute proof of a safety problem, versus lack of
reasonable assurance of maintaining public health and
safety,' said the inspector general, Hubert T. Bel.

The report, dated Dec. 30, was issued today after an
account about it appeared this moming in the
Cleveland daily The Plain Dealer. its sharp criticism
of the commission's staff concemed the belated nature
of the shutdown of the Davis-Besse reactor, near
Toledo, last year.

Other reactors of the same design had been found to
have cracks in parts attached to the lid, and the
commission wanted all such plants inspected by Dec.
31, 2001.The operators of the Davis-Besse plant
wanted to wait until March 2002, when the reactor was
scheduled to be shut anyway for refueling.
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Doris Mendiola - N TIMES-Regulators kept damiaged A-Plant 0pen Because of Cost To Owner Page 21

When the plant finallyclosed, on a compromise date In
February 2002, engineers and workers were shocked to
find that cracks of the kind the commTssion staff had
suspected there had let acidic water leak onto the
head, where It had eaten away a 7D-pound chunk of
steel six Inches thick.

Only a layer of stainless steel about a quarter-Inch
thick had prevented the coolng water from spewing out
of the vessel head, In a leak that could have proved
catastrophic. The corrosion was the most extensive
ever found at an American nuckear plant.

.Three months earlier, in November 2001, the
commission's staff had drafted a shutdown order. But
some staff members were not sure they had the
authority to Issue t, the Inspector generars report
found. Others thought that I might not be defensible
In court, and that such an order would 'destabilize
confidence' In the Industry.

Wiam M. Beecher, director of the commission's
public affairs office, said the N.R.C. received the
report on Thursday and had not yet determined how I
would respond. But, he said, 'the N.R.C. has the
unquestionable and unquestioned authority to shut down
a plant It it concludes that public health and safety
is potentially in Jeopardy.'

Such shutdown orders were common In the 1970's and
1980's. when reactors were newer and operating
problems were first occurring. They are rarer now. In
the mid-1 990's, the commission adopted a policy called
*risk-Informed regulation,' In which R pays more
careful attention to the costs R Imposes on plant
operators, comparing those costs with the amount of
risk reduction they provide.

But Mr. Beecher said that while the commission and its
staff do take costs Into account. the primary and
overarching requirement, concem, standard, for the
N.R.C. Is pubic health and safety.'

*Anything else,- he said, 'is secondary or tertiary.

As for the concem about having to defend such an
order In court, the new report determined that the
fear of a lawsuit had been unfounded. The president of
the FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company, which runs
Davis-Besse, told the Inspector general that no formal
shutdown order would have been required; he would have
closed the plant had the commission simply telephoned
and asked him to do so, he said.

The Inspector general undertok his investigation at
the request of the Union of Concerned Scientists, a
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IDonisMendiola- NY TIMES-Regulators kept damaged A-PlantO OpnBecause ofCostTo Owner Page 31

safety group that is generafly highly critical of
nuclear operations.

David Lochbaum, a nuclear engineer with the group,
said in an interviewthat shutting down earlyfora
special inspection would not have been an undue burden
on Davis-Besse. Other reactors suspected of cracks in
the lids did just that, Mr. Lochbaum said.

World Business Briefing I Asia: Japan: Power Plant
Shut (October29,2002)

Campaigning About A-Plants, But Without Actual Power
(August 21, 2002) 

Fuel Rods and Brass Tacks; Reality Overlakes Rhetoric
in Nuclear Power Debate (May26, 2002) 

Report Faults Fiscal Review of Nuclear Plants
(December 25,2001)

Find more results for Atomic Energy and Regulation and
Deregulation of Industry .

Do you Yahool?
Yahoo! Mail Plus -Powerful. Affordable. Sign up now.
httpl/mailplus.yahoo.com

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11 A-1 14 May 2003



Appendix A

I b!!:i A-nAinIa - WIRFfl.1A7 Au-m-nt.1 11 Wtrh V.-rherked

From: <GregoryHogueOios.doi.gov>
To: <StLucIeDSEISQnrc.gov>
Date: 1/W3 9:13AM
Subject NUREG-437, Supplemental 1t lWatchdog: Virus checked

Attached for your consideration are comments to the subject DEIS.

Gregory Hoague
Regional Environmental Officer
404-331-4524

a/i 6e-7% 

(See attached file: nuregl437.wpd)
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Ios s ndlota -nureaI437.wod
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ER 021011

January 6,2003

Cief, Rules Review and Directives Branch
US. Nuclear Regulatory Comnission
Mail Stop T6-D59
Washington, DC 20555

RE NUREG-1437, Supplement 11. Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License
Renewal of Nuclear Plants

The Department of the Interior has reviewed te referenced documenL We have no comments to
provide for your consideration. If you should have any questions. I can be reached at
404-331-4524.

Sincerely,

Gregory Hogue
Regional Environmental Officer

OEPC, WASO
FWS, R4

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11

Paae I I

1.J

'.0

-a

I

.I :~,. .

- I

F .
t 

SLD-AB-1

I

A-1 16 May 2003



Appendix A

IDords MenKlola - Comment I Page 1 

From: Betty Lou Wells <blouwellsCearWinknet>
To: <StLuc1eDSEISOnrr-gov>, Bob Graham ebob graharn@grahamsenate.gov>, Jim
Reeder qreederOpbpost.com>, Judy James 4haciendaao.com>, Marti Reno-Curtis
crenocurtisOaol.com>
Date: VIO03 11:22PM
Subject: Comment 

Below Is copy of comments made December 3, 2002 in Port St. Lucie at the
public hearing before the NRC. I was not answered at the conclusion of
my remarks but was told someone would answer at the end of the meeting. ' )

My name is Betty Lou Wells. I reside at 1124 Jasmine Avenue In Ft.
Pierce,
St. Lucie County, Florida 34982.

Over thirty years ago, I was a member of three community
organizations which attended NRC public hearngs on FPRLls request to
build a nuclear power plant now known as St. Lucie 1 and followed
by St. Lucie 2. The three organizations were the League of Women Voters

of St Lucie County. the Conservation Aliance of SL Lucie County, and
C.U.R.E.

As a result of gathering and studying handouts presented at those _ _-
first hearings, members of the League requested and received
additional Information from NRC, FP&L. and national organizatons § w
devoted to studying nuclearpower.These materials were shared with - '
the Conservation Alliance and a new group of Martin and St Lucie
County residents called Ctkzens United Against a Radioactive
Enironment, or
C.U.R.E.

J

_ I

7ii

Today facts relevant to an extension of StLucie 1 and 21s cense
from 40 to 60 years logically focus on new Information. However.
there are questions from those first hearngs that I think need to be
revisited. Please overlook or point out any misuse of terms. live
been out of this loopT for quite a while.. I thank the Commission for
its greatly expanded nclusion of questions and comments from the pubric

and hope you wll be tolerant of those of us who are concemed citizens
but nowhere near as expert on the subject of nuclear power as we would
ikke to be. These are the questions I have already given to your staff
and which I hope you will be able to answer for us today.

1. Nuclear waste, particuarly long-Glved spent fuel rods, was to be
removed within a reasonable time by the federal govemment Therefore,
the subject of nuclear waste was labeled lgeneric7 and could not be
discussed at hearings for Individual plants. However, Instead of their
being removed more spent fuel rods than had been planned to be contained
on site have been placed closer together In the the cooling pool than
was originally thought to be prudenL Thirty years later, there is still
no time set for removal of these wastes from our county. Should setting
a date for beginning to remove wastes be a condition for

3-S/3 -434, 1k Q
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Dons Mendiola - Comment IP

approval of adding twenty years of producing radioactive wastes?

SLD-AC3 2. Citizens were told that an operating rcense would be limited 1o 40
years because the metal In nucleai containers was expected to bed6me
brittle by longer use and to crack. What new studies prove otherwise?

SLD-AC4 3. First hearings predicted no population growth on Hutchinson Island
near the plant. Population on South Hutchinson Island was zero at the
time. Now that many high rises holding many people exist south of the
plants, what rifferent plan for population evacuation In case of
accident has been established? Are additional traffic lanes or
people transporters for evacuation indicated by current and expected
population? Note: since this hearing, the 100.000th resident has been
added
to the City of Port St. Lucie, which at the time of the plant's original
licensing had
a population of about 350 altogether.

SLD-AC-5 4. What class of individual of what age, weight, sex, or other
attributes, working or living no more than seven miles from the plants
has been determined to be the most vulnerable to solaced normal
radiation exposure? What is the difference between the population
living within a 50 mile radius of the site In the year 2000 and when the

plants began operation, and what was the population predicted for the
year 2000 at the time of the first hearings?

SLD-AC-6 5. At the thirty year ago public hearings, concem was expressed over
studies which showed the likebhood of a high concentration of
radioactive Iodine in the mik of nursing mothers and In milk goats
iving close to the plants along Indian River Drive. Goats were said
to have seven times the concentration rate of that of milk cows. Have
new studies been done to answer those concems or to monitor and notify
lactating women or goat farmers?

SLD-AC-7 6. Parents of SL Lucie County children who seemed to have a high
incidence of tumors were seeking answers as to whether there was a
nuclear plant emissions connection. Have these questions been resolved?

SLD-AC-8 7. During the past thirty years has new equipment for Improving
nuclear plantsi safety been developed that might not have seemed cost
elfective to Install at St. Lucie I or 2 for the 40 year operating
period but should be Installed for an additional twenty year operation?

SLD-AC-9 8. Finally, but perhaps most important, does the predicted long term
terrorism threat that the federal govemment is planning for and with
nuclear power plants labeled one of the most likely targets, should St.
Lucie 1 and 2 be closed as soon as possible instead of given an extended

life?

At the end of the meeting I was told that questions S and 6 would be
checked on and answered later. The other comments or questions were
discussed but my notes Indicate satisfactory answers were not
forthcoming.
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Doris Mendiola - Comment I Page 3

However, bearing on question 8, on January 8. 2003 1 received from
Senator Bob Graham a respons6 ib a letter I had written to him on
October 17 2002. regarding the possibility of attack on our plants from
the air, enclosing a clipping regarding a rumor that a small plane had
circled low over the plant site without betng Intercepted.

Senator Graham transmited my letter and contents to NRC on October
31, 2002 and i was replied to by William D. Travers, Executive
Director for Operations on December16, 2002. His reply was thoughtful
and clear. It stated that NRC requtres plant construction to be able to
withstand tomadoes, hurricanes, and earthquakes, and that t Is felt
that these design features would afford a 'measure' of protection
against deliberate airplane Impacts. When St. Lucie I and 2 were built,
no one was thinking of the need for protection against a deliberate
airplane attack, and t doesn't seem we are sure now that the plants
are redundantly safe lrom such. However at this time, thinking the
even more unthinkable, my concem s not for a Twin Towers type attack
bazt for the dropplng of a bomb onto the plants or the spent rod fuel
assembly pools. Such an event would surely produce a catastrophic
reaction. And while immediately after September 11, 2001, we were told
that our plant would be guarded from the air by mNitary planes, that
plan was soon abandoned, and as the incident referred to above shows,
the plants are unprotected from air, land, or sea missiles. Therefore
my objection, voiced in number 8 above, remains and Is even more strong
since receiving Mr. Travers letter.

Would you be so kind as to give him copy of this email? I have only
his generic NRC land address.

And will you please answer the other seven points raised In my above
statement.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Betty Lou Wells
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From: <JJHacienda0aol.com>
To: <StLuceDSEIS@nrcgov>
Date: 1i 1103 6:52PM
Subject: RE: St Lucie Plant

Re: StLucie-specfic supplement to the Generic Environmental Impact
Stalement (GEIS) for Lcense Renewar

Please do not extend the life of the St. Lucie nuclear plant. Residents of
the area were told at site hearings that they were built to last 40 years.
Why and how has that changed?
The continuation of plants past their planned rde-span Increases the danger
of accidents.

My main opposition then and now to a nuclear plant is to the extremely toxic
waste being produced by the plant without safe storage for it which was
promised to the residents at the time of siting.

Note: I represented the League of Women Voters in the state site hearings
in St. Lucie County on nuclear power plant II.

Thank you for your bme,

JudyJames

f -i 9 1
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.0
FPL

Chief, Rules and Directives Branch
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop T6-D59
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Floids Power& UghtCompany6501 S. Ocean Drive. Jensen Beach. fl34357

January 9, 2003 L-2003-005
10 CFR 51
10 CFR 54

le)y=d C & 1-

I

C-1 ,

Re: St. Lucle Units 1 and 2 ta
Docket Nos. 50-335 and 50-389 V'
Comments on Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for
License Renewal of Nuclear Plants Suivlement 11

C._

Florida Power & Ught Company (FPL), the applicant for the renewal of operating licenses
DPR-67 and NPF-16 for St. Lucie Nuclear Plant, Units I and 2 respectively, provides the
following comments on the referenced Draft Supplement Environmental Impact Statement
(DSEIS).

FPL agrees with the overall conclusions and proposed findings In the DSEIS. FPL offers
the following comments in the Attachment to this letter. FPL urges the Commission to
Issue a final EIS addressing the environmental impacts of the proposed renewal of the St.
Lucie Units I and 2 operating licenses as soon as possible.

Should you have any questions conceming FPL's comments, please contact S. T. Hale at
(772) 467-7430.

We a e the opportunity to comment on the DSEIS.

ery tru yours,

D. E. Je
Vice President
St. Lucie Plant

DEJ/STH/hlo
Attachment

( 7Je_6 = 29 ...-D J
6 2 c I /-i. ,-v3 , ('7r &)

an FPL Group company
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L-2003-005
Attachment
Page of 7

COMMENTS ON DRAFT GENERIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT (NUREG 1437 SUPPLEMENT 11)

ST. LUCIE UNITS 1 AND 2
LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11

SLD-AE-1

SLD-AE-2

SLD-AE-3
SLD-AE-4

SLD-AE-5

SLD-AE-6

SLD-AE-7

SLD-AE-8

SLD-AE-9

SLD-AE-10

SLD-AE-1 1
SLD-AE-1 2

SLD-AE-13

SLD-AE-1 4

SLD-AE-1 5

PAGE LINE NUMBER COMMENT
xviii 26 Delete and chronic effects from electromagnetic fields * Add period

after justice.' FPL did not present an analysis of chronic effects from
electromagnetic fields.

1-07 28 Change the word Westinghouse- to Combustion Engineering-
2-01 35 Change Juniper to 'Jupiter.-
2-05 28, 31, 34 Change Florida Aquifer to Floridan Aquifer.'
2-08 31-34 Clarify by Including information that FPL has dredged the Intake canal on

several occasions, most recently in the fall of 2002. On one occasion, in
the mid-1990's, the dewatered sediments were sold as clean fill.

2-14 32 SEIS states, The last 2.4 km (1.5 mi) of the right-of-way Is shared with
three other 230 kV lines...' should be corrected. There are four other
230 kV lines entering the Midway Substation.

2-14 33 SEIS states *... total right-of-way width is approximately 1080 feet
Although there Is a short section of North-South leg that s approximately
1080 ft., the majority of the nght-of-way Is approximately 800 feeL

2-15 06 Correct spelling of right-or-way' to ight-of-way.'
2-17 02 It Is not clear that the site no longer has a package plant. Reword as

follows' Period after wastewater* Second sentence to read, The
treated wastewater was previously discharged to the discharge canal.
Now the site sanitary wastewater Is discharged to SL Lucie County's
South Hutchinson Island Water Reclamation Facility for treatment.'

2-21 01 The conversion of 236.146 lb of bluefish should be corrected to
107,000 kg.

2-22 31-32 Sentence should read, 'The whales are listed as endangered by the
Federal government and the State of Flonda.-

2-28 02 *Habiats' should be corrected to -Habitats.'
2-32 27 This secUon, *Radiological Impacts' Is not appropriate in this chapter.

The conclusions regarding the effects and Impacts of offsite emisslons
should be moved to the corresponding section in Chapter 4, Section 4.3.

2-35 22 and 41 The 'a' designation on the reference citation, U.S. Census Bureau
2000a, should be dropped as it is not consistent with that listed In the
reference section.

2-35 31-37 Note that the projected values for 2010 and 2020 are higher than that
presented in ER and a different source s used. However, the growth
rates are the same as presented In the ER for these years. In addition.
the calculations for the annual growth rates appear to be Incorrect. For
Martin County the values should be 12.8. 5.8, 2.6. 2.0, and 1.7,
respectively for the years presented in Table 2-7; similarly the values for
St. Lucie County should be corrected to 7.1, 7.2, 2.8, 22, and 1.8.
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L-2003-005
Attachment
Page 2 of 7

PAGE LINE NUMBER COMMENT

SLD-AE-16 2-36 24 The value given for the peak demand per day. 5.8 MGD Is not consistent
SLD-AE-16_ .________________ with that stated In the ER (5A MGD).

SLD-AE-17 2-37 9 Change 'Solemo" to Salemo 
2-37 20 Delete 'and crosses 1-95 near Ft Pierce.'

SLD-AE-18 Add new sentence 1-95 crosses to the west of the Florida Tumpike
south of Stuart and crosses back to the east at Ft. Pierce.'

2-38 Table 2-9 Values presented In this table should be venied and corrected. Given
SLD-AE-19 the residenUal land use for St. Lucie County of 138 m2 Is correct, the

conversion to km 2 should be corrected from 97 to 357. The sum of the:
land use values for St. Lucie County In m12 should be corrected from S42
to 641. If correct, the percent of total values should be corrected
accordingly.

SLD-AE-20 2-40 25 'are' should be 'is
2-41 04 The value given for the population of Stuart. 14,633 Is inconsistent with

SLD-AE-21 that stated In the ER (4,633). The number In the ER contained a
typographical error and the value presented In the SEIS has been

__________ verified to be correct.

SLD-AE-22 2-41 05-07 Growth rates provided for St. Lucie and Martin counties (28% and 26%.
respectively) are not consistent with values presented In Table 2-7. See
earlier comment regarding corrections to this table. These growth rates
should be corrected accordingly.

SLD-AE-23 2-41 37 The values for the agricultural land use for both St. Lucie and Martin
County should be corrected n accordance wth corrections made In
Table 2-9.

SLD-AE-24 2-41 38 The reference for agricultural land use values should be corrected from
Table 2-10 to Table 2-9.

2-41 41 The number of farms in St. Lucie and Martin counties (805) is
Inconsistent with that presented n the ER (359). The value presented In

SLD-AE-25 the ER has been verified to be correct for the number of farms that hire
and the number presented in the SEIS has been verified to be correct for
the total number of farms. Relative to the discussion of migrant farm
workers, It would be more appropriate to use the number of farms that

c __________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ h ire.
SLD-AE-26 2-42 06 Reference citation USDA 2001a is Inconsistent with that listed In the

reference list Delete the 'a' designation.
2-42 24 Second column should be titled 'Total Property Tax Levied for all

Property In St Lucie County.'

2-42 25-29 Property tax amounts paid to St. Lucie County for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2
SLD-AE-28 for years 1996,A998and4999-vary-slghtly-fromthe dollar amounts

presented In the ER. The amount in the ER for 2000 was an estimate
and was reflective of the total FPL property tax for St. Lucie County. To
clarify the record, the ER value for the 2000 taxes to be paid for St. Lucie
I and 2 only would have been correctly stated as S18.8 million. Also, In
line 29, '$18.888,240' should be corrected to '$18,888,240 -

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11
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L-2003-005
Attachment
Page 3 of 7

PAGE LINE NUMBER COMMENT
2-42 25-29 The 1999 tax assessment for St. Luce I and 2 ($22,807,970) is 10.3%

of the total property taxes ($221 893,569) and the 2000 tax assessment
for St. Lucie 1 and 2 ($18,888.240) Is 8.5% of total county property taxes
($222,310,596). These results will change the average quoted on page
4-26 line 13. Correct table entries accordingly.

2-42 Note (c) Should read State of Florida data on migrant farm workers were not
available '

2-43' 17 '... Brighton Seminole. located about 76 km (47 ml) to the east of the St
Lucie plant...' should be corrected by changing the word 'east' to
'southwest.'

2-47 9-10 Change 'before construcbon' to before operation.'
4-02 09 of' should be to.'
4-02 26 and 32 Altered Salinity Gradients is applicable to plants discharging to estuarine

systems. Given that St. Lucie discharges to an ocean environment, this
Issue Is not applicable to St. Lucle. Eutrophication Is an Issue applicable
to small stratified water bodles. Given that St. Lucie discharges to a
large oceanic water body, this Issue Is not applicable to St. Lucie. These
Issues should be removed from this table and added to Appendix F.

4-03 15 Delete this line. St. Lucie 1 & 2 use once-through cooling and the GEIS
reference discussion relative to cooling system noise Impacts is specific
to cooling towers. It Is Incorrect to group the noise Issue with the cooling
system impacts. The GEIS addresses plant noise beyond that
associated with the cooling system.

4-05 37-38 '...and the ecological risk assessment study for the cooling canal system
(Ecological Associates 2001).' The referenced study was a survey
report not a risk assessment for the cooling canal system. Also cited on
page 4-6, line 24.

4-09 13-21 Delete these lines. See the comment above for page 4.03 line 15.
4-12 39 '... impacts related to entrainment and no...' should be corrected to read

...impacts related to lmpingement...'
4-13 13 Reference citaton (USAEC 1973) Is not consistent with that listed In the

reference list and should be corrected to (AEC 1973).

4-14 34 Delete these lines. GEIS Section 4.5.3 does not address on-site land
4-16 22-31 use
4-17 27 'licence' should be 'license
4-28 16-20 The Florida State Historic Preservation Officer has stated that renewal of

the operating licenses for SL Lucie Units 1 and 2 would not affect historic
properties. Based on this finding, It Is not clear why the DSEIS contains
the wording at lines 16-20. particularly where no refurbishment activities
will occur. This wording should be deleted.
The current Environmental Protection Plan addresses the performance
of environmental evaluations. This statement bounds the requirements
for environmental evaluations. The SEIS should not impose any new or
additional environmental commitments.

4-33 06 The converslon of 35.3 MGD should be corrected from 14.8 x 10'm 31d to
1.34 x 105m3/d.
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L-2003-005
Attachment
Page 4 of7

PAGE LINE NUMBER COMMENT
4-33 1-22 In this paragraph, the NRC addressed groundwater use conflicts (potable

and service water; plants that use > 3791/min [>100gpm]) as an
applicable Category 2 issue, citing the indirect withdrawal of groundwater
at the St. Lucle site in excess of 100 gpm as the basis. This
determination Is not consistent with the scope of this issue as defined In
the GEIS and codified by 10 CFR 51. NRC in GEIS Section 4 8.1,.
Groundwater Use, states, This impact could occur as a direct effect of
pumping groundwater, ...' (emphasis added). Furthermore, the specific
concem for this Issue Is that the cone of depression associated wth
direct pumping of groundwater onsite could potentially extend beyond the
plant boundaries and Impact offsite groundwater users. Section 4.8.1 of
the GEIS limits the scope of this Issue to the direct use of groundwater
and acknowledges that the Indirect use through municipal supply Is not of
concem. Therefore, analysis of this Issue should not be expanded to
Include Indirect use. Accordingly, this section should state that there are
no Category 2 issues applicable to St. Lucie Units I and 2 during the
license renewal term.
The statement on ine 2, There are no Category 1 issues applicable to
groundwater use and quality for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 during the
renewal tern is incorrect. The issue Groundwater quality degradabon
(saltwater intrusion)' Is a Category 1 issue that is applicable to St. Lucie
NRC in GEIS Section 4.82.1 characterizes this issue as Category 1 and
discusses the potenttal for indirect impacts of St Lucie's use of municipal
supply which uses groundwater as the source water. Consistent with
other sections, the table presented in this section should Identify this
Issue as an applicable Category I Issue.
The 10 percent threshold used in NRCs discussion (lines 4-6) is not
correctly applied given the discussion is relative to the Category 2 ssue
of groundwater use conflicts. This threshold was specifically used by
NRC In the GEIS for the Impact significance of groundwater quality
relative to saltwater Intrusion (See GEIS Section 4.8.2 1). The GEIS
does not provide such a threshold for evalualing Impacts from the direct
use of groundwater. This section should be revised to address the
applicable Category I issues and state that there are no Category 2
Issues applicable to St. Lucie Units I and 2.
Accordingly Table 4-8 should be deleted and t should be noted that the
GEIS sectUon cited for the Category 2 Issue listed In this table should only
be Section 4.8.1.1. GEIS Section 4.8.2.1 addresses the category I Issue
regarding saltwater Intrusion.

4-35 37 Change the word that to than and stnke the words or equal to
4-36 10 Stnke the words met or.'
4-36 18 Change tare monitored' to tare normally monitored.' This reflects those

times when monitoring Is not possible or required by license conditon.
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I L-2003-005
Attachment
Page 5 of 7

PAGE LINE NUMBER COMMENT
4-37 13 This discussion Is not up to date. It does not consider the lefter reprinted

at page E-31, and does not consider FPL's letter to the Staff clanfying
whether a consultation is required.
Add the following words following the sentence ending on line 13:
'By letter dated August 23. 2002, the NRC Staff requested relnitiation of
consultaton with NMFS regarding the incidental capture of green and
loggerhead turles at St. Lucie Units 1 and 2. By letter dated
September 20, 2002. FPL informed the NRC Staff that it would
cooperate with the Stalfs data request regarding the consultabon
process, but stated that there was no factual or legal basis for the NRC's
reinitiabon of consultaion in this case.'

4-40 06 'Informal consultation with the FWS was Initiated by FPL in April 2001...'
is not correct as only Federal agencies can Initiate consultabon. This
sentence should be revised to read, 'NRC initated Informal consultabon
In February 2002 with a request for informaton conceming which
species are potentially....'

4-40 06 Reference citation FPL 2001b Is not the correct correspondence
discussed in this sentence.

4-44 01 'form should be from.'
5-05 05 Change safety analysis' to safety assessment-
5-07 Table 5-3 Start the sentence, The Unit 2 LOCA value, originally ...., was * The

Footnote (b) Unit 2 LOCA value needed correction and in tum effected a
misstatement of the Others' value.

5-09 11 Reference NRC 1988 is not provided in the reference list.
5-13 01,02 Change the word accounr to compensate..

Insert the word apparent' before 'non-conservatism.'
Delete the phrase, This relatively small non-conservabsm
notwithstanding,-.
Begin last sentence wth 'The Staff considers...'

5-21 23 and 37 Reference citation NRC 1997a should be corrected to NRC 1997d. The
correct source is NUREGIBR-0184 which Is listed as NRC 1997d in the
reference list.

5-23 03 Reference citation NRC 1997b should be corrected to NRC 1997d. The
correct source is NUREGIBR-0184 which is listed as NRC 1997d In the
reference lisL

5-23 11 Reference citation NRC 1997a should be corrected to NRC 1997d. The
correct source is NUREGIBR-0184 which is listed as NRC 1997d in the
reference Itst

5-24 37 Reference ctation NRC 1997b should be corrected to NRC 1997d. The
correct source is NUREGIBR-0184 which is listed as NRC 1997d in the
reference lisL

5-26 3 d reference from The name Is spelled Gfeaves.'
bottom

6-06 37 Add the following text after nuclear waste: Both the Senate and
Congress subsequently voted to override a veto of the President's
selection of the Yucca Mountain site by the Govemor of the State of
Nevada.'
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L-2003-005
Attachment
Page 6 of 7

PAGE LINE NUMBER COMMENT
8-04 28 This sentence states that the volume of low-level radioactive waste could

vary greatly depending on the length of time It {the reactor) operated.
However, the NRC states In the GEIS (Section 7.3.2) that
decommissioning waste volumes would be essentially the same for a
plant operated for 40 years as for a plant operated 60 years. Resolve
the apparent discrepancy by deleting the phrase 'the length of Ume It

_______________ operated..
8-05 35 NUREG-0586 (NRC 1988) Is cited In the text here, but not Included In the

reference list In Section 8.4. |
8-07 33 The statement Is made that the land west of the Intake canal and south

of the transmission lines could not accommodate a coal or new nuclear
unit, but *could potentally accommodate a completed natural gas
combined cycle plant to replace SL Lucie Units I and 2.- Several
.obstacles' are mentoned, but one significant 'obstacle' Is omitted: the
lack of an existing gas pipeline that could provide fuel to the site. This
should be added to the other 'obstacles" already listed.

8-10 18 The a used on the reference citation FPL 2001a should be deleted, as
this designation Is not used In the reference list.

8-11 03 Sentence beginning with "Annual coal consumption ..- should be deleted
as this information Is given In the previous paragraph.

8-11 17 'Spent selective catalytc reduction (SCR) catalyst' should be deleted
from the list of wastes identified In this sentence since, as noted on page
8-17, line 21, spent SCR catalyst would not be disposed of onsite.

8-13 07 For Coal-Fired New Generaton - Environmental Justice was quoted In
Table -2 as "Smalr and 'Small to Moderate In Table 9-1.

8-22 17, 18 For Natural Gas-Fired New Generation-Environmental Justice was
quoted in Table 8-2 as 'Small" and 'Small to Moderate in Table 9-1.

8-23 25 NRC cites FPLs ER as the source in listing design assumptions for the
gas-fired altemative, including use of low-sulfur number 2 fuel oil as
backup fuel. Delete this design assumption from the list, since FPL did
not assume use of fuel oil as a backup fuel In Its ER.

8-26 20 NRC estimates spent SCR catalyst generated from operation of the gas-
fired altemative to be 31 cubic meters per year. The source for this
estimate is not indicated, but In Section 8.2.2, Page 8-23, Unes 29-30,
NRC Indicates that, unless otherwise Indicated, assumptions and
numencal values used throughout this section are from the FPL ER.
FPL did not quantify the amount of spent SCR catalyst in its ER. It would
be appropriate for the NRC to provide a reference for this quantity.
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L-2003-005
Attachment
Page 7 of 7

PAGE LINE NUMBER COMMENT
8-42 40-41 The DSEIS makes the following statement In regard to additional DSM to

help to address the capacity that would be lost if the 0L's for the two St
Lucie units are not extended: 'While the DSM measures would have few
environmental Impacts, the operation of the new natural gas-fired plant
would result In Increased emissions (compared to the OL renewal
altemative) and other environmental impacts.'
Delete the phrase, While the DSM measures ... impacts, *and replace
with, Additonal DSM that replaces nuclear capacity, in part or in total.
will result in FPL's existng fossil fuel units operating at higher capacity
factors than they otherwise would. thus Increasing total emissions from
the FPL system.
Start a new sentence, 'In addition, the operation of a new gas-fired ....-

9-05 28,29 Delete the phrase 'except for the SAMA Identified above.' Put a penod
after warranted.*

E-2 Table E-1 Third entry (FWS and NMFS) - the FPL letters should not be referenced
here. The letters from the FWS and NMFS providing the results of the
consultation should be provided.
The remarks for this entry should also be revised to discuss NRCs
consultation versus the correspondence FPL had with the agency. It is
incorrect to say that FPL initiated the consultabon. If the FPL letters
remain in the table, the second letter number should be corrected from
PLL-LR-02-0054 to PSL-LR-0054.

E-2 Table E-1 Fourth enty (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) - the Authority informabon
should be revised to read, 'Rivers and Harbors Act (33 USC 403) and
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344).

E-3 Table E-1 Provide a note that the NPDES permit Is the Industrial Wastewater
Facility Permit. In Chapter 2 of the DSEIS It Is menUoned several times
as the Industrial Wastewater PermiL This would create a link for the
reader.

E-4 Table E-1 Updated information for these annual FWCC permts is as follows:
1) 01S-018 has been replaced by 02R-018 and expires 6130/2003
2) TP#206 expires 1131/2003
3) TP#125 expires 113112003

Last entry -'next should be corrected to nest In the Description
column.

E-5 Table E-1 First entry - The updated information is:
1) 56-01238-W expires 5/21J2009

F-2 15-16 Groundwater quality degradation (saltwater intrusion) Is an applicable
Issue to St. Lucie due to their indirect use of groundwater through the
municipal supply for potable and service water. Therefore this issue
should be deleted from the table and appropriately discussed in Section
4.5.

F-2 Table F-I Groundwater use conflicts (potable and service water and dewatering):
plants that use >100 gpm should be added to the table as not applicable
because SL Lucle Units I and 2 do not withdraw groundwater.
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I Doris Mendiola - Comments of Draft Renoit

From: Mark Oncavage <oncavage C bellsouth.net>
To: <StLucieDSEIS@nrcgov>
Date: U13t03 11:29AM
Subject: Comments of Draft Report

Chiet, Rules and Directives Branch January 13. 2003
Divsion of Administrative Services
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Dear Sir

On April 3. 20021 presented oral comments, for the record, conceming
scoping for an EIS supplement on extending the license of the St. Lucie
nuclear plant. The public safety Issues I presented were omitted by the
NRC in pubishing Supplement 11, Draft Report. NUREG-1437. I have
simplified the 8 issues that were embedded in the oral comments. These
Issues, conceming public health and safety, need to be explained In
substantial detail In the Final Report of Supplement I 1. NUREG 1437 to
be In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). as
amended.

1. The EIS needs to state the fatalities, the Injuries, the economic
loss, and the scope of evacuation as consequences resulting from a worst
case zirconium fire In a spent fuef pool at the St. Lucie nuclear plant.

2. The EIS needs to state the probabWiity of a zirconium fire occurring
in a spent fuel pool at the St Lucie nuclear plant. The probability
calculation needs to combine accidental fires, sabotage fires, and
terrorist caused fires.

3. The EIS needs to slate the calculated time sequences leading to a
zirconium fire as a result of sabotage or terrorist attacks.

4. The EIS needs to state the consequences, the recalculated
probability, and the recalculated time sequences of a zirconium fire at
St. Lucie to assist emergency preparedness administrators in creating a
new evacuation plan and to assist members of the public In creating
their own personal emergency plans.

5. The EIS needs to state what mitigation If any. Is available once a
zirconium fire at the St. Lucie nuclear plant has started.

6. The EIS needs to state the results and conclusions of all the
research In the NRCs possession related to extinguishing a zirconium
fire in a spent fuel pool of a nuclear plant.

7. The EIS needs to state the probability and consequences of a
zirconium lire In a spent fuel pool at St. Lucie, igniting a zirconium
fire In the adjacent spent fuel pool.

8. The EIS needs to state the results of the research program conceming
St. Lucie, safety issues, and terrorism that was mentioned by NRC
official, Jim Medoff, at the ACRS meeting in Florida City, FL on March
13,2002.

Respectfully Submitted
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Page 2I I Dons Mendiola - Comments of Draft Report

Mark P. Oncavage
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Prank Leslie

To: StLudeDSElI@nrcgov
Subject: Personal Confents on St Lucie Relicensing Plant Specific GEIS, Supplement 11

Rules and Directives Branch
Mallstop T-6D 9 './
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washlngton DC 20555-0001 @)

Dear Sir:
t: .D

Following are my personal comments on Supplement 11:

Comments on St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant Relicensing GEIS, Supplement _ - i
From Frank R. Leslie, 1017 Glenham Dr., NE, Palm Bay FL 32905, 321-768-6629,: o. m
f.leslieeieee.org on 12/02/2002 -- . -I

SLD-AG-1 General comments: Use of SMALL, MODERATE, and LARGE impact on the environment lifirs
is a good approach to focus on the effects rather than varlous quantities. §' 1J

More emphasis upon the risk calculations is desirable to clarify the probability of
possible events in the context of everyday risks such as driving to work. The public
perceives risks to be far worse when they don't choose those risks. As examples, a

SLD-AG-2 mountain climber may rail against the risk of a city street air pollutant or second-hand
smoke, or joggers may choose to run alone and unarmed in mountain-lion country.

Plant safety/security comments: Discuss and clarify recent USA Today stories about a
SLD-AG-3 SANDIA report discussing offaite radiation release plumes of 500 miles extent rather than

the 50 mile limit used in the Supplement. The radiation levels at varying distances must
have great meaning. Hhile the St. Lucie plant has clearing of a potential plume release by
westerly weather winds, it also has easterly to southeasterly sea breeze winds that could
send a release plume across the state towards Orlando or Tampa.

Since mnuch has been made by antinuclear activists of the potential for zirconium spent-
SLD-AG4 fuel fires and release dispersion, a detailed study of possibilities of those fires a

fault tree analysis) ahould be made in a way as to fully inform the public as to how such
risks are computed. Loss of pool coolant and terrorist actions should be considered.

Video surveillance systems using software intruder-path detection and alarming should be
SLD-AG-5 employed to supplement the security forces alertness. These cameras may be especially

useful in detection of boats and swimmers approaching the Lagoon side of the plant.
Electric-field detection fencing is a first level of defense. Ultrasonic sensors in the
barge channels are necessary to detect underwater swimmers. Consultations with the Sandia
Intrusion Detection Lab and Special Forces teams would help determine means of attack and
defense. The plant security force members periodically should consider how they would
attack the plant with their level of knowledge, and then help design the means to prevent
such attacks. Do not downplay obscure or low-probability attacks.

The following comments primarily address the alternative energy aspects of relicensing
considerations.

SLD-AG-6 Section 8 Alternatives to Nuclear RelicensingFossil fuel plants produce more air/water pollution than nuclear plants, but few are
as concerned about non-nuclear pollution.

Wind and solar-electric plants would require extensive land areas due to the low
energy density of the sources. Neither appears to be a viable replacement for large base-
load plants.

Hydropower has limited resource in Florida and environmental blocking objections,
while ocean wave and tide energy appears to be uneconomic and environmentally problematic

~ t>4/3 , s =D(-)
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within the next twenty years.

oil is too precious a resource to burn in fixed locations for heat. Transportation
and chemical use must take priority.

* Biomass combustion produces pollution and C02, which many believe contributes to
global warming (climate change). Manicipal stream waste (MSW) contains heavy metals such
as lead, mercury, and zinc that should not be incinerated.

SLD-AG-7 Catastrophic extremes (site failure core meltdowns) may have lower computed impact
costs than meteor strikes or tsunamis; Should we take action to preclude those and similar
events?
Summary of comments: Table 9-1 displays the SMALL impact of relicensing versus the other

SLD-AG-8 replacement power possibilities that range from MODERATE to LARGE impacts. License renewal
thus appears to be the best action now, and in perhaps twenty years, other energy
alternatives may be better suited and economic.

Frank R. Leslie

Disclaimer: These are personal comments and do not necessarily represent the positions of
Florida Institute of Technology.

----------------------------- _ ___ ___ _ _ _ _ __ -- ------- 

I Frank R. Leslie I Florida Tech email: mailto:fleslie8fit.edu I
I Florida Tech, 150 University Blvd., Melbourne FL 32901, DMES, Rm. 104 1
I (321) 674-7377 I http://my.fit.edu/-fleslie/ (Renewable Energy)

I Home: 1017 Glenham Drive, NE, Palm Bay FL 32905-4855 1 (321) 768-6629 1
I Home email: mailto:f.leslie8ieee.org 1 28-01.3130 / 80-35.6136W 1
I www.geocities.com/windy4us (Wind Energy Experimenters) I KD4EYQ 020912 1
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Decemner 6,2002

Dr. Michael T. Masnick
Mail Stop 0-12D3
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulafion
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20277-2904

-L)-c -

Re: License Renewal for the St Lucie Nuclear Power Plant

Dear Dr. MasnicL

I am writing to you on behalf of the St Lucie County
Chamber of Commerce. The St Lucie County Chamber of
Commerce, representng approximately 1,100 local businesses,
supports the renewal of the license for the St Lucie Nuclear Power
Plant

The St Lucie Plant is an imnportat member of our business
communty. They contrbute to many local non-profits, such as the SL
Lucie County Education Foundation, The United Way, The SL Lucie
County Maine Center and the Economic Development Council of St
Lucie County. The St. Lucie Plant also has a major economic impact
on our ara, both directly as one of the County's largest sources of
property taxes, and indirectly through the jobs that the plant provides.
The St Luciae Plant curenly has 800 fiall-time employees, and these
are good jobs for our community. lam told that the economic impact
of the plant on our local community is S80,000,000.00 annually.

- . -Howcver, the most important economic impact of the St--
Lucie Plant is the inexpensive consistent power which it provides to
our area. In the past, businesses took this power for granted, however,
with the recent events in California, and the potential for disruptions to
our oil supply caused by events in the Middle East, we are especially
lucky to have the St Lucie Nuclear Power Plant in our County.

W. Lee Dobbins
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Dr. Michael T. Masnick
December 6,2002
Page 2

WLDrl

cc: Rachel Scott
Al Rivett

FWllt62v
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 4 -!-'E fE

ATLANTA SDERAL CENTER - :-.IVEZLD
61 FORSYTH STREET -

ATLANTA. GEORGIA30303-8960 - 1 2 F 3 19

January 15, 2003 i .:,';2 DOCtiV8S
e , h
I: *!,

Chief
Rules Review and Directives Branch
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop T6-D59

Washington, DC 20555-0001

1//0A/@ >-
/,k Cb 71

6

RE: EPA Review and Comments on
Draft Generic Supplemental Environtmental Impact Statement (DGSEIS)
License Reneval of Nuclear Plants, Supplement 11
Regarding St. Lucle Units 1 & 2
CEQ No. 020443

Dear Chief.

Thank you for submitting the above-referenced document. EPA Region 4 reviewed the
Draft Generic Supplemental EIS (DGSEIS) pursuant to Section 309 of the Clean Air Act and
Section 102 (2)(C) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The purpose of this letter
is to provide the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) with EPA's conments regarding
potential inpacts of the proposed renewal of the St. Lucie Units 1 & 2 Operating Licenses (OLs).

Florida Power and Light Company (FPL) submitted an application to renew the Operating
Licenses (OLs) for St. Lucie Units 1 & 2 for an additional 20 years. St. Lucie is a nuclear
powered, electric generating facility that has process water discharges regulated by the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program The renewal of the OLs would allow
for power generation capability beyond the current terrn, providing for future system generating
needs.

The proposed action would include use and continued maintenance of existing facilities
nnd transmission lines, and would not result in new construction or disturbance. According to the
information in the DGSEIS, the consequences of renewing the OLs would result in fewer
environmental impacts than the consequences of alternative methods of power generation.

The plant uses once-though coolng water from the Atlantic Ocean to remove waste beat
from the facility. Ocean water is drawn through three offshore intake structures into an intake
canal that leads to the plant. The heated water is discharged back to the Atlantic Ocean trough
offshore diffusers. The Atlantic Ocean in the vicinity of the plant is considered part of the aquatic
environment of interest. a 3
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Appendix A

Based on review of the subject Generic DGSEIS, a rating of EC-1 has been assigned to
this proposed action. That is, there are environmental concems on some aspects of the proposed
project. Whie we recognize that continued use and maintenance of the existing facility would
result in fewer impacts than the feasible altematives for generating fuel, we have environmental
concems about some impacts associated with the facility.

Specifically, clarification is needed regarding impact avoidance and mitigation nasures
for the Big Mud Creek ecosystem, and herbicides used in the transmission right-of-way.
Consultations with the appropriate agencies regarding threatened and endangered species will
need to continue throughout the operating life of the facility, in order to avoid and mitigate
impacts.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document. We look forward to
reviewing the Fmal Generic SEIS. If we can be of further assistance, please contact Ramona
McConney of my staff at (404) 562-9615.

Sincerely,

Heinz J. Mueller, Chief
Office of Environmental Assessment
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Appendix A

EPA Review and Comments on
Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement

License Renewal of Nuclear Plants, Supplement 5
Regarding Turkey Point Units 3 and 4 (DGSEIS)

Alternatives:
SLDAI-1 As described in the DGSEIS, the environmental impacts of continuing or renewing the

license for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 has fewer environmental impacts than the alternatives (Chapter
8 and Table 9-1). The alternatives descrbed in the document include using fossil fuel power
generation processes, constructing a new nuclear facility, using alternative fuel generation
methods, purchasing power from other sources, or implementing the No-Action Alternative.

SLD-AI-2 EPA appreciates the utility-sponsored conservation methods outlined in Section 8.2.5.11
to help users implement measures to reduce power consumption.

Threatened and Endangered Species:
SLD-AI-3 We note that federally-protected species are listed for the area by the U.S. Fish and

Widlife Service (WS). EPA principaBy defers to the FWS regarding endangered species
assessments and encourages NPS to continue coordination with the FWS as appropriate.

SLD-A-4 A March 6,2002 letter on page E-8 of the document states that the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) planned to review Big Mud Creek to determine
whether additional manatee protection measures were warranted. FWC stated that they wanted to
formalize a protocol with Florida Power & Light Company for the capture and recovery of
manatees entrained in the power plant's intake canal The DGSEIS discusses past incidents when
manatees entered the intake canal on infrequent occasions and were rescued. As a follow-up to
this issue, the Fmal GSEIS should include updated inforration regarding measures to protect the
manatee in the vicinity of SL Lucie, and the outcome of any pertinent studies regarding Big Mud
Creek.

The docunent discusses the presence of protected sea turtles in the area, and your
coordination with the National Marine Fisheries Service regarding incidental take. We note the
Incidental Take Statement (ITS), which contained mandatory terms and conditions to minize
the effects of this take. The measures taken to avoid and mitigate sea turtle entrainment in the
intake canal were discussed in the DGSEIS.

SLD-AI-5 Due to the presence of threatened and endangered species in the area, consultations with
the appropriate agencies will need to continue throughout the operating life of the facility, in
order to avoid and mitigate impacts.

Fish:
SLD-AI-6 We note the concerns regarding anoxic conditions at the bottom of Big Mud Creek, where

the water depth exceeds 40 feet. Fish kills have been reported in that area, and the Fldrida
Department of Environmental Protection recommended that the creek be filled to a more
environrnentally-friendly depth (page B-8 of the document).

Clarification shoud be provided in the Fnal GSEIS regarding the origin of the anoxic
conditions mentioned, and the planned or implemented measures to avoid impacts to fish in the
area.
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Herbicides:
SLD-AI-7 According to Page 2-15, Power Transmission System, herbicides are used in the

transmission right-of-way. The Fmal GSEIS should specify the types and quantities of herbicides
applied, and the alternatives to spraying plants with defoliants. Similarly, the FGSEIS should
include details regarding broadcast applications for weed control (types, frequency, quantities,
altematives to chemical applications, etc.).

SLD-AI-8 Applying herbicides and weed kilers can impact surface and groundwater resources. This
SLD-AI-9 is of concern at this site, since groundwater is generally very shallow there. Applications of

herbicides in and around residential areas could potentially impact sensitive populations. In
addition, some herbicides may also cause potential adverse im,pacts to wildlife.

Water Quality:
SLD-AI-1O Section 2.2.3 biefly discusses the NPDES status of the facility. Requirements for the

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and Industrial Wastewater Facility
permits should be outlined in the Fmal GSEIS.
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Appendix B

Contributors to the Supplement

The overall responsibility for the preparation of this supplement was assigned to the Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). The statement was
prepared by members of the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation with assistance from other
NRC organizations and.the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, Los Alamos National
Laboratory, Energy Research Incorporated, and the Information Systems Laboratory.

Name Affiliation Function or Expertise
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Michael T. Masnik Nuclear Reactor Regulation Project Manager, Ecology
Jennifer A. Davis Nuclear Reactor Regulaton Environmental Scientist, Historic and Archaeological Resources
Nina Bamett Nuclear Reactor Regulation Administrative Support
Richard Emch, Jr. Nuclear Reactor Regulation Radiological Safety
Robert Palla Nuclear Reactor Regulaton Severe Accident Mitigation Altematives
Robert G. Schaaf Nuclear Reactor Regulation Project Management
John Tappert Nuclear Reactor Regulation Section Chief
James Wilson Nuclear Reactor Regulation Ecology, Water Use and Ouality
Barry Zalcman Nuclear Reactor Regulation Environmental Program Manager

PACIFiC NORTHWEST NAnONAL LABORATORY'
Charles A. Brandt Task Leader
Tara 0. Eschbach Deputy Task Leader
Paul L. Hendrickson Land Use, Related Federal Programs, Altematives
Eva Eckert Hickey Radiation Protection, Decommissioning
John A. Jaksch Socioeconomics, Environmental Justice
Kimberly D. Leigh Appendix A
Duane A. Neitzel Aquatic Ecology
James V. Ramsdell, Jr. Air Quality
Michael R. Sackschewsky Terrestrial Ecology
Cary Counts Technical Editor
Susan Ennor Technical Editor
Kevin Kautzky Technical Editor
Rosalind Schrempf Technical Editor
Janet Tarantino Technical Editor
Jim Weber Technical Editor
Terri B. Miley Peer Reviewer
Dillard B. Shipler Peer Reviewer
Debora Schulz Document Design/Production
Usa Smith Document Design/Production
Rose Urbina Document Design/Production
Barbara Wilson Document Design/Production
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Name Affiliation Function or Expertise
Los ALAMOs NAIONAL LABORATORY")

Danny Katzman Water Use and Water Quality, Hydrology
Bruce Masse Historic and Archaeological Resources

ENERGY RESEARCH INCORPORATED

Mohsen Khatib-Rahbar Severe Accident Mitigation Altematives
INFORMATION SYSTEMS LABORATORY

Kim Green Severe Accident Mitigation Alternatives
Jim Meyer Severe Accident Mitigation Altematives
(a) Pacific Northwest National Laboratory is operated for the U.S. Department of Energy by Battelle Memorial Institute.
(b) Los Alamos National Laboratory is operated for the U.S. Department of Energy by the University of Califomia.
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Appendix C

Chronology of NRC Staff Environmental Review Correspondence
Related to Florida Power and Light Company's

Application for License Renewal of
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2

This appendix contains a chronological listing of correspondence between the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) and Florida Power and Light (FPL) and other correspondence
related to the NRC staff's environmental review, under 10 CFR Part 51, of FPL's application for
renewal of the St. Lucie, Units 1 and 2, operating licenses. All documents, with the exception of
those containing proprietary information, have been placed in the Commission's Public
Document Room, at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike (first floor), Rockville, MD, and
are available electronically from the Public Electronic Reading Room found on the Internet at
the following web address: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm.html. From this site, the public can
gain access to the NRC's Agencywide Document Access and Management Systems (ADAMS),
which provides text and image files of NRC's public documents in the Publicly Available
Records (PARS) component of ADAMS. The ADAMS accession numbers for each document
are included below.

November 29, 2001 Letter from Mr. J. A. Stall, Florida Power and Light Company (FPL) to
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), submitting the application
for the renewal of the operating licenses for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2
(Accession No. ML013400155)

December 19, 2001 Letter from NRC to Mr. J. A. Stall, FPL, concerning the receipt and
availability of the license renewal application for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2
(Accession No. ML013520570)

December 31, 2001

January 29, 2002

February 18, 2002

NRC press release announcing the availability of license renewal
application for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No. ML020070030)

NRC press release announcing the opportunity to request a hearing for
license renewal application for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession
No. ML020300074)

Letter from D. E. Jernigan, FPL, to NRC regarding the distribution of
additional copies of application for renewed operating licenses for
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No. ML020520515)
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February 21, 2002

February 27, 2002

March 15, 2002

March 19, 2002

March 19, 2002

March 25, 2002

March 26, 2002

April 3, 2002

April 24, 2002

April 29, 2002

Letter from NRC to Dr. Rudolph Widman, Indian River Community
College Library, concerning the maintenance of reference material for the
St. Lucie license renewal application (Accession No. ML020560548)

Letter to Mr. Jay Slack, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from NRC,
requesting list of protected species within the area under evaluation for
the St. Lucie plant license renewal (Accession No. ML020570547)

Response from Ms. Linda S. Ferrell, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
including a list of protected species within the area under evaluation for
the St. Lucie plant license renewal (Accession No. ML020880223)

NRC press release, public meetings on April 3, 2002, to discuss
environmental scoping process for St. Lucie Plant Units 1 and 2, license
renewal application (Accession No. ML020850293)

Letter from Dr. William Vogel, Superintendent of The School Board of
St. Lucie County, providing scoping comments on the St. Lucie plant
license renewal (Accession No. ML021010247)

Letter from Emilie L. Julian, Assistant for Rulemakings and Adjudications,
to Joseph Kaplan acknowledging receipt of general comments for Turkey
Point and St. Lucie Power Plants, with attached letter from Mr. Kaplan
received on February 1, 2002 (Accession No. ML020860403)

Scoping comment letter from Mr. Jack T. Southard, Public Safety
Director, and Mr. Charles T. Christopher, Radiological Coordinator, of
St. Lucie County Department of Public Safety (Accession
No. ML020880213)

Comments from Mr. James P. Vojcsik, Executive Director, United Way of
Martin County, providing scoping comments for St. Lucie license renewal
(Accession No. ML021160494)

E-mail from Mr. Mark Oncavage providing scoping comments on St.
Lucie license renewal (Accession No. ML021260597)

E-mail from Mr. Sidney M. Ziring providing scoping comments regarding
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 license renewal (Accession No. ML021260528)
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April 29, 2002

April 30, 2002

April 30, 2002

May 1,2002

May 4, 2002

May 4, 2002

May 5, 2002

March 6, 2002

May 7, 2002

May 7, 2002

E-mail providing scoping comments concerning St. Lucie license renewal
from Ms. Sara Case, Energy Issues Chair, Broward Sierra Club
(Accession No. ML021260520)

E-mail from Mr. Stanley Smilan providing scoping comments in regard to
St. Lucie license renewal (Accession No. ML021260502)

Scoping comment letter from Mr. Stanley Smilan on St. Lucie license
renewal (Accession No. ML021260542)

Letter from Mr. Jim Woodfin providing scoping comments concerning
St. Lucie license renewal (Accession No. ML021330006)

E-mail from Mr. Jim Woodfin providing scoping comments on St. Lucie
license renewal (Accession No. ML021330078)

E-mail from Mr. Mark Oncavage providing scoping comments regarding
St. Lucie license renewal (Accession No. ML021330074)

E-mail from Mr. Frank R. Leslie providing scoping comments in reference
to St. Lucie license renewal (Accession No. ML021330038)

Letter from the State of Florida, Department of Community Affairs, to
Mr. D. E. Jernigan of FPL, regarding the St. Lucie Nuclear Power
Station's Environmental Report; includes comments from Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, and Florida Department of Transportation
(Accession No. ML030450339)

Summary of April 3, 2002, public scoping meetings for the St. Lucie Plant
Units 1 and 2 license renewal application (Package No. ML021160348;
(Meeting Summary, ML021300604; afternoon meeting transcript,
Accession No. ML021160237; and evening meeting transcript, Accession
No. ML021160265))

Letter from NRC to Mr. J. A. Stall, request for additional information
- related to the staff's review of severe accident mitigation alternatives for

St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No. ML021340363)
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May 20, 2002

June 3, 2002

I June 6, 2002

June 25, 2002

July 8, 2002

July 22, 2002

July 24, 2002

July 30, 2002

Fax letter from Mr. Mark Oncavage, providing scoping comments
pertaining to St. Lucie license renewal (Accession No. ML021490145)

NRC letter to Dr. Joseph E. Powers, National Marine Fisheries Service,
regarding the "Environmental Review on Florida Power and Light
Company's Application for a 20-Year Renewal of the Operating Licenses
for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2m (Accession No. ML021570345)

Note to file, docket information that includes emails between NRC and
FPL regarding RAI's (Request for additional information) concerning
SAMA (Severe Accident Mitigation Assessment) review for the St. Lucie
license renewal application (Accession No. ML021650664)

Letter from Mr. D. E. Jernigan, FPL, regarding the response to NRC
request for additional information related to the staff's review of severe
accident mitigation alternatives for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No.
ML021820106)

NRC letter to Mr. J. A. Stall, FPL, concerning the issuance of
environmental scoping summary report associated with the staff's review
of the application by FPL for renewal of the operating licenses for St.
Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Package No. ML021920466; (NRC letter, Accession
No. ML021920289; and Environmental Scoping Summary Report,
Accession No. ML021920439))

NRC letter to Mr. J. A. Stall, FPL, to discuss the environmental
assessment and finding of no significant impact related to amendments
to the environmental protection plans at St. Lucie Units 1 and 2
(Accession No. ML021980172)

NRC letter to Mr. Jay Slack, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, regarding the
biological assessment for license renewal at St. Lucie Units 1 and 2, and
request for informal consultation (Package No. ML022060314; (NRC
letter, Accession No. ML022060232; and Biological Assessment,
Accession No. ML022060295))

Letter from Dr. Joseph E. Powers, National Marine Fisheries Service,
concerning NRC letter dated June 3, 2002 regarding FPL's application for
a 20-year renewal of operating licenses for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2
(Accession No. ML022200253)
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August 23, 2002 NRC letter to Dr. Joseph E. Powers, National Marine Fisheries Service,
requesting consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No. ML022350292)

August 23, 2002 NRC letter to Mr. J. A. Stall, FPL, regarding the reinitiation of consultation
under Section 7 of the endangered species act for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2
(Accession No. ML022350329)

September 20, 2002 Letter from Mr. Donald E. Jernigan, FPL, to NRC regarding the
Reinitiation of ESA Section 7 Consultation for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2
(Accession No. ML022680524)

October 4, 2002 Letter from Linda Ferrell, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to NRC
regarding Section 7 consultation for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession
No. ML030830467)

October 23, 2002 NRC letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency'regarding the filing
of the Draft Supplement 11 to the Generic Environmental Impact
Statement regarding St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No.
ML022980557)

October 23, 2002 NRC letter to Mr. J. A. Stall, FPL, requesting comments on the Draft
Supplement to the Generic Environmental Impact Statement relating to
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No. ML022980636)

October 24, 2002 NRC letter to Mr. J. A. Stall concerning the Federal Register Notice of
Availability of the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
regarding St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No. ML022980502)

October 24, 2002 Letter from NRC to Mr. John Wayne Huff, Sr., Tribal Representative of
the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation, requesting comments on the
Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement related to St. Lucie
Units 1 and 2 (Accession No. ML022980596)

October 24, 2002 NRC letter to Mr. James E. Billie, Chairman, Seminole Indian Tribe,
requesting comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement concerning St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No.
ML022980622)
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October 24, 2002

October 31, 2002

November 20, 2002

December 6, 2002

December 12, 2002

December 16, 2002

January 4, 2003

January 7, 2003

Letter from NRC to Mr. Billy Cypress, Chairman, Miccosukee Indian
Tribe, requesting comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement pertaining to St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No.
ML022980630)

Correspondence from Senator Bob Graham, U.S. Senator from the State
of Florida, forwarding a comment letter from Ms. Betty Lou Wells
concerning the license renewal application of St. Lucie Units 1 and 2
(Accession No. ML023120325)

NRC press release requesting comments from members of the public
regarding the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
related to the relicensing of St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Accession No.
ML023240210)

Letter from Mr. W. Lee Dobbins, St. Lucie County Chamber of
Commerce, conceming license renewal for St. Lucie Units and 2
(Accession No. ML 030360015)

Comment e-mail from Frank R. Leslie pertaining to St. Lucie Relicensing
Plant Specific GEIS, Supplement 11 (Accession No. ML030270303)

NRC letter to the Honorable Bob Graham, United States Senator,
responding to his letter of October 31, 2002, concerning comments
raised by Ms. Betty Lou Wells (Accession No. ML023300012)

Comment email from Ms. Betty Lou Wells regarding public confidence,
and the reconsideration of license renewal for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2
(Accession No. ML030150328)

Summary of December 3, 2002, public meeting to discuss the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement Regarding License
Renewal for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 (Package No. ML030060091,
(Meeting Summary, Accession No. ML030070482; Afternoon Meeting
Transcript, Accession No. ML030080201; Evening Meeting Transcript,
Accession No. ML030080240; Slide Presentation, Accession No.
ML030060242))
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January 9, 2003

January 10, 2003

January 11, 2003

January 13, 2003

January 15, 2003

February 10, 2003

Letter from Mr. D. E. Jernigan, FPL, providing comments on the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for St. Lucie (Accession
No. ML030270297)

Email from Ms. Betty Lou Wells regarding the license renewal application
of St. Lucie Units 1 and2 (Accession No. ML030150443)

Comment email from Ms. Judy James concerning St. Lucie-specific
Supplement to the Generic Environmental Impact Statement (Accession
No. ML030150440)

E-mail from Mr. Mark Oncavage providing comments related to the
St. Lucie Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
(Accession No. ML030270306)

Comment letter from U.S. EPA regarding EPA review and comment on
the St. Lucie Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
(Accession No. ML030270298)

NRC letter to Dr. Roy Crabtree, Regional Administrator, National Marine
Fisheries Service, regarding informal Section 7 consultation for St. Lucie
Nuclear Plant (Accession No. ML030420130)
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Organizations Contacted

During the course of the staff's independent review of environmental impacts from operations
during the renewal term, the following Federal, State, Tribal, regional, and local agencies were
contacted:

Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation, Okeechobee, Florida

Business Development Board of Martin County, Stuart, Florida

Comprehensive Planning Division, Growth Management Department, Martin County,
Stuart, Florida

County Administrator, Martin County, Stuart, Florida

Department of Community Development, St. Lucie County, Fort Pierce, Florida

Florida Department of Environmental Protection, St. Lucie Field Office, Florida

Florida Department of Health, Environmental Radiation Control, Orlando, Florida

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Tequesta, Florida

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Vero Beach, Florida

Florida State Historic Preservation Office, Tallahassee, Florida

Hoyt C. Murphy Realty, Fort Pierce, Florida

Martin County Property Appraiser, Stuart, Florida

Martin County Cooperative Extension Service, Stuart, Florida

Miccosukee Indian Tribe, Miami, Florida

National Marine Fisheries Service, St. Petersburg, Florida

Port St. Lucie Mayor, Port St. Lucie, Florida
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Port St. Lucie City Manager, Port St. Lucie, Florida

I Property Appraiser, St. Lucie County, Fort Pierce, Florida

I Seminole Indian Tribe, Hollywood, Florida

I Salvation Army, Fort Pierce, Florida

I St. Lucie County Administrator, Fort Pierce, Florida

I St. Lucie County Community Services, Fort Pierce, Florida

St. Lucie County Economic Development Council, Port St. Lucie, Florida

I St. Lucie County Cooperative Extension Service, Fort Pierce, Florida

I St. Lucie County Tax Collector, Fort Pierce, Florida

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Vero Beach, Florida
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Appendix E

Florida Power and Light Company's Compliance Status and
Consultation Correspondence

The licenses, permits, consultations, and other approvals obtained from Federal, State,
regional, and local authorities for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 are listed in Table E-1.

Following Table E-1 are reproductions of correspondence prepared and sent during the
evaluation process of the application for renewal of the operating licenses for St. Lucie Units 1
and 2.
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Table E-1. Federal, State, Local, and Regional Licenses, Permits, Consultations, and Other Approvals for
St. Lucie Units 1 and 2

Expiration
Agency Authority Description Number Date Remarks

NRC 10 CFR Part 50 Operating license, DPR-67 3//116 Authorizes operation of Unit 1
St. Lucie Unit 1

NRC 10 CFR Part 50 Operating license, NPF-16 4/6/23 Authorizes operation of Unit 2
St. Lucie Unit 2

FWS Section 7 of the Consultation None None Section 7 of the Endangered
Endangered Species Act Species Act requires that
(16 USC 1536) Federal agencies, in cooperation

with the license applicant,
consult with the FWS and/or the
NMFS conceming the potential
impacts of a proposed licensing
action on threatened or
endangered species.
Correspondence with FWS and
NMFS related to Secton 7 is
included in Appendix E.

NMS Section 7 of the Consultation None 5/18/11 Section 7 of the Endangered
Endangered Species Act Species Act requires that
(16 USC 1536) Federal agencies, in cooperation

with the license applicant,
consult with the NMFS
conceming the potential impacts
of a proposed licensing action on
threatened or endangered
species. NRC staff has been in
consultation with NMFS with
respect to marine species since
the early 1980s. The current
biological opinion provides an
incidental take statement for
threatened or endangered sea
turtles.
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Table E-1. (cont'd)

Expiration
Agency Authority Description Number Date Remarks

U.S. Army Rivers and Harbors Act Dredging pefmit 199301803 1221103 Authorizes maintenance
Corps of (33 USC 403) and Clean dredging of intake canal
Engineers Water Act (33 USC

1344)

Florida Section 307 of the Consistency Letter from Shirley None The Department of Community
Department of Coastal Zone determination with Collins, Florida Affairs determined that renewal
Community Management Act the Florida Coastal Department of of the St. Lucie OLs would be
Affairs (16 USC 1456(c)(3)(A)] Management Community Affairs, to consistent with the Florida

Program FPL; Coastal Management Program.
FL200201111376C;
March 6, 2002

Florida Division Section 106 of the Consultation Letter from Janet The National Historic
of Historic National Historic Snyder Matthews, Preservation Act requires
Resources Preservation Act State Historic Federal agencies to take into

(16 USC 470f) Preservation Officer account the effect of any
to FPL, 5122101 undertaking on any district,'site,

building, structure, or object that
is ncluded in or eligible for
inclusion in the National Register
of Historic Places. The Florida
Division of Historical Resources
determined that renewal of the
OLs is not an undertaking that is
likely to affect historic properties.

FDEP Clean Water Act, NPDES permit FL0002208-Major 119/05 Permit covers surface-water
Section 402; Florida (Industrial discharges and stormwater
Statutes, Chapter 403 Wastewater Permit) discharges from diked petroleum

storage and handling areas.
NPDES requirements are
Incorporated Into the Industrial
Wastewater Facility Permit
issued by FDEP.
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Table E-1. (cont'd)

Expiration
Agency Authority Description Number Date Remarks

FDEP Florida Statutes, Annual storage Facility ID: 8630677 6/30/02 Registration covers five above
Chapter 376 tank registration ground petroleum storage tanks.

Placard No.: 135878

FDEP and Florida Statutes, Certification under Case No: PA74-02 Life of Siting, construction, and
Siting Board Sections 403.501 - 518 the Florida plant operation of St. Lucie Unit 2
(Govemor and Electrical Power (Unit I was permitted before
Cabinet) Plant Siting Act enactment of the Siting Act in

1973)
FDEP Florida Statutes, Air emissions 1110071-003-AO 6/26/05 Permit covers emissions from six

Chapter 403 permit emergency diesel generators,
miscellaneous diesel-driven
equipment, and facility-wide
fugitive emissions from storage
tanks, roadways, and
paint/sandblasting activities.

FFWCC Florida Administratve Special purpose 02R-018 6/30/03 Permit covers collection and
Code, Chapter 39 permit possession of marine organisms

for experimental purposes.

FFWCC Florida Administrative Marine turtle permit TP#026 1/31/04 Permit authorizes FPL to
Code, Chapter 39 conduct public turtle watches

and maintain and display
preserved specimens.

FFWCC Florida Administrative Marine turtle permit TP#125 1/31/04 Permit authorizes various turtle
Code, Chapter 39 activities including net capture,

tagging, nesting surveys, hand
capture, nest relocation, rescue
and release of hatchlings, and
stranding and salvage activities.
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Table E-1. (cont'd)

Expiration
Agency Authority Description Number Date Remarks

FFWCC Florida Administrative Scientific collecting WS01 374 6/25/04 FPL system-wide permit
Code, Chapter 39 permit authorizing carcass or wildlife

salvage and possession for
scientific or educational
purposes.

FFWCC Florida Administrative Migratory bird nest WN01373 6/25/03 FPL system-wide permit
Code, Chapter 39 permit authorizing destruction of

inactive migratory bird nests
other than osprey nests.

SFWMD Florida Administrative General water use 56-01238-W 5/21(09 Permit covers remediation of
Code, Section 40E- permit surficial aquifer.
20.042

SFWMD Florida Administrative Stormwater 56-00848-S Perpetual Permit authorizes stormwater
Code, Section 65-25 discharge permit discharge from the overflow

parking lot.

SFWMD Florida Administrative Stormwater 85-142 Perpetual Permit authorizes stormwater
Code, Section 65-25 discharge permit discharge from the simulator

building.

CFR = Code of Federal Regulations
FDEP = Florida Department of Environmental Protection
FFWCC Florida Fish and Wldlife Conservation Commission
FWS = U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
ID = identification number
NMFS = National Marine Fisheries Service
NPDES = National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
NRC = U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
OL = operating icense
SFWMD = South Florida Water Management District
USC = United States Code
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Appendix E

Source

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission
(C. . Grimes)

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(L. S. Ferrell)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission
(P. T. Kuo)

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(L. S. Ferrell)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission
(P. T. Kuo)

National Marine Fisheries Servi
(J. E. Powers)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission
(B. T. Moroney)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission
(B. T. Moroney)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission
(P. T. Kuo)

Florida Department of
Environmental Protection
(R. W. Hall)

Florida Coastal Management
Program
(S. W. Collins)

Table E.2. Consultation Correspondence

Recipient

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(S. Slack)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(C. . Grimes)

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(J. Slack)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(P. T. Kuo)

Nabonal Marine Fisheries Service
(J. E. Powers)

ce U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(P. T. Kuo)

National Marine Fisheries Service
(J. E. Powers)

Florida Power and Light Company
(J. A. Stall)

National Marine Fisheries
(R. Crabtree)

Florida State Clearinghouse
(M. Murray)

Florida Power and Light Company
(D. E. Jemigan)

Date of Letter

February 27. 2002

March 15, 2002

July 24, 2002

October 4, 2002

June 3, 2002

July 30, 2002

August 23, 2002

August 23, 2002

February 10, 2003

February 8, 2002

March 6, 2002
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February 27, 2002

Mr. Jay Slack, Field Supervisor
US Fish and Wildlife Service
South Florida Ecological Service Office
1339 20th Street
Vero Beach, FL 32960

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR LIST OF PROTECTED SPECIES WITHIN THE AREA UNDER
EVALUATION FOR THE ST. LUCIE PLANT LICENSE RENEWAL

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Is evaluating an application submitted by Florida
Power and Light Company for the renewal of the operating licenses for its St. Lucie Plant,
Units 1 and 2. The NRC is preparing a supplement to its Generic Environmental Impact
Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants' (NUREG-1 437) for this proposed license
renewal, for which we are required to evaluate potential impacts to threatened and endangered
species. A member of my staff. Dr. Michael T. Masnik, visited your Vero Beach, Florida office
on December 17, 2001, and had preliminary discussions related to the FPL application for
license renewal with Mr. Charles Kelso of your staff.

The proposed action would include use and continued maintenance of existing facilities and
transmission lines and would not result in new construction or disturbance. The St. Lucie Plant
and the associated transmission corridor that is under review as part of the license renewal
application is located in St. Lucie County, Florida. The transmission corridor is approximately
11 miles long and varies from 660 to 813 feet in width. The plant uses once-through cooling
water from the Atlantic Ocean to remove waste heat from the facility. Ocean water is drawn
through three offshore intake structures into an intake canal that leads to the plant. The heated
water is discharged back to the Atlantic Ocean through offshore diffusers. The Atlantic Ocean
in the vicinity of the plant is considered part of the aquatic environment of Interest.

To support the environmental impact statement preparation process and to ensure compliance
with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, the NRC requests a list of species and
information on protected, proposed, and candidate species and critical habitat that may be in
the vicinity of the St. Lucie Plant and its associated transmission lines.

Also, we would like confirmation that the South Florida Ecological Service Office will serve as
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's point of contact for Endangered Species Act compliance,
including any Section 7 consultation that may be needed, for the St. Lucie Plant.

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11May 2003 E-7
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J. Slack - 2-

If you have any comments or questions, please contact Dr. Michael T. Masnik, Senior Prcect
Manager, at (301) 415-1191 or MTM2@NRC.GOV.

Sincerely.
Original Signed By. CiGrimes
Christopher I. Grimes. Program Director
Ucense Renewal and Environmental Impacts
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-335 and 50-389

cc: See next page
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- UItD STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISON

WAS#IGTOI DC2055541

February 27, 2002

ft. Jay Slad, Feld Supelr
US Fish and Widf SerVce
South FlrId Ecoogical SerAce Office
1339 20b Stre
Veo Beach R. 32960

I M A i0 i
I M CSR 21-

;Oze 31 

SUBJECT: REOUEST FOR UST OF PROTECTED SPECIES WITHIN THE AREA UNDER
EVALUATION FOR THE ST. LUCIE PLANT UCENSE RENEWAL

The Nudear Regulatory CommissIon (NRC) Is evaln an applction sibnifted by Fbrida
Power and Light Compan for t renewal of the operatgV lcu s lor Rs St. Lude Pblt
Units 1 and 2 The NRC Is preparig a supplement to s aieric Envrmntal Impact
Statemerd lor Ue e Renewal of Nudear Plants (NURE3-1437) for fts proposed liense
renewal for which we ae reqied to evahate potenta Impacts to tueatened and endangered
speces. A member of my staff, Dr. Michael T. Masnk, viited your Vero Beach, Fbrida offe
on Deeber 17. 2001, and had prellmnary dcussions related to the FPL appcation for
Icerse renewal wfth Mr. Charles Kelso d your staff.

The proposed action would clude use and cotnued maiance of existing ctes and
tanmi lines and would not result in new construction or dstubance. The SL Luce Plant
and the associated transrission corridor that Is under review as part of the icense renewal
a caton Is bted i St Lucie County, Frida. The transmissin corridor Is approdmately
71 mIles ng and varies rom 80 to 813 feet In wth. The plat uses onos-hrough cooling
water from the Atlantic Ocen to remove wast heat from the facilty. Ocean water Is drawn
thrugh three offshore htake structures into an Intake canl tt leads to the pinL The heated
water Is discharged back to t Atlntc Ocean through offhore diuse. The Atantic Ocean
In the vIinity of the plant Is consied part ot the aquatic environment of nterest

To s ot the rraronwnta ipect statemnt prepation proces and to ensure compliance
with Sedion 7 at the Endangered Species Act, the NRC request a L1st of spedes and
information on protected, proposed. and candidate species nd criica habitt that may be In
the vicinity of he SL Lucle Plant and ts asociated transmission lines.

Also, we would like conflrmation that the South Forida Ecogica Sewvice Office wi serve as
the U.S. Fish and Wildfe Service's point of contact for Endagered Speies Act compliance.

induding any Secon7 consWtation at may be needed, or St. Lucie PlanL

U.S. Fish and Wildfife Service
1339 20Sterm
Vera Bt. Flori 32960
561-562-3909 Fax 561-562-4231

Se Record Nuber 2002- 5,.

Endosed find a contlac list and disrsion of derally
listed ces d teir hobit, In tie fme pke vit our web page :
http.Mverobchf rg4SpecicJisakoultyr.htm or

hu ister XM.IQ Dbe c f* .h -

CMK 8 d 2 
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South Florida Fidd Offlce

Multi-Species Recovery Plan

Now Available on the
Internt

(220KB)

(453KB)

ULSewfLEWMa

(lBMB)

(103KB)

be ..habded and ad Cdb

Thia..A. IsVa fred Lo ma*
ha Adobe lc.

IdWJA-

U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service Unveils South Florida
Multi-species Recovery Plan

May 18 19

Bruce 8abbitt. Secetary. Deparmnt of the Iterior ad
Sam Hamilton, RegIonl Director, U.S. Fsh & Wildlife
Service Southeast Region, presded over a lndmark siunig
ceremony for the MUtpedes Recovwy an at fe
recent SWh Fida Restoration Shnce Forum In Boca
Raton Florida. This event marked a malor step toward South
Flrida Ecosystem restoration and the recovery of
thateod and endangered species In South Florida.

Department of interior News Brlet sa.pdrm

The Multi-species Recovery Plan is one of the first and most far
raching ecmystem plans developed by the Service. It serves as a
blueprint to recover 68 threatened and endangered species, and to
restore and maintain biodiversity of native plants and aninals in
the 23 natural communides throughout about 26,000 square miles
of the 19 southernmost counties in Florida.

Tbe final document is available from the Fish & Wildlife Service
Reference Service. The CD-ROM copy is provided free of charge.
Other fonnats include photocopy and microfiche, however, please
contact the Reference Service to detemuine applicable duplication
and mailing charges. You can order your copy by erailing your
request to the Reference Service, calling their toll free number
(800)582-3421. or nailing your request to:

Fish & Wildlife Service Reference Service
5430 Grosvenor Lane
Suite 1 10
Bethesda, MD 20814.

*MOME
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Listed Species in St. Lucie County
*_________________ _ . utlt ated Junt 200)

P.d HsNtt
*talus

Souteastern beach mouse T Bmh dun o stal rand
Peromyscus poUionols
niwiventris
West Indian manatee E (CH) Man5ove. Sagrs. NeChre mre

Trichechus manaus5
Audubos crested caacara T M tesk e hamock. Mestc pim mwoods. Hydnc pine fatwoods. Dry

Polyboruplancus pemflc. Wet pririe -
audabonii _

Bald eagle T MOb pe. Scntbby gh pine. MaYjoe hbamoc, Meisc IenWt bammoc.
Pine ronklas S-eby 1twods. Mesic pine flawoods. Hydric pine

H44iaeus kccocephalus nflaiwoos. Dry prarie. Wes pririe. Fseebwa mwsu Seepa swmp.
Powing wate Swamp. Pon swamp, M,wos. Sakinwab. Sealrass

Evergiade snail kitc E (CH) fydripc flawo. Frehwerm rh Pond swamp
Rosrhamus sociabils
plumbeis _

Florida scnub-jay - T Scrub. Scubby woods
Aphelocorna coeruescens
Red-cockaded woodpecker E Hhgb prep Mtk pin flatwoosh Hytric pine ftmwvods

Picides (= Dendrocopos)
borealis
Wood stork E Hydric pine natwoods. Wet prirk. Feshwar msh. Seepqge wamp.
Myc.eria americana Flowin r-mp. Pond w, Mar. Sahmarh.Seagss

American alligator T (SIA) Hydric pn ftwd, Wet Prari. Freshwater mush. SeepWc swam Pond
Alligator ~~~~~~~Swarap. M-anove. Hydhic pine flarwoods. Wee prairie. Seepag ssp.Alligator rssissippie-is F wngo .am Pond swmSp

Eastem indigo snake T High DVim TpicSI hxdwood hammock. Subby MSh pire. Beach
Dyahnoioapuldabsurd. Mwam hamJmk. Meeic arste hammock. PineDsymarchon morals coaote mcitjoand. Scny nawoods. Mesic pine Iwoods. Hyddk pisne f5twoes.
Dry pmie. Cuhroat gas Frcshwaer msh. Seepag amp. Flowing waer
swams, Pond swmp. M otec

Gen sea tunile E Reach dureast stand. SesaL Near re
Cheloia mydas (nct.
ARassizi)
Leatherback sea tunkl E Bean dunoama sband, Seagrass. tcs sf
Dermochelvs coriace _
Loggeread Sa turte T Deeh doneonstal ad. SeasrkU. Neashoe eer
Caretta caretia - _._ :

Fwr-peul pawpaw E Sub-
Asrintia tetram ra

Fragant prickly-apple E Scnb. Scnbby flawoods
Creus eriophorus var.
fragrans

Johnson's seagnss T (CH) SegrM
Hatophila johrsoni

Lakela's mint E Semsb
Dierndrv immacutato

iny polygala High pine. Scrub. Pint mckland. Scubby flawoods
PolgaJa stali__i

fileJIR'.\tOtreachXwebpage\wildlife\Specieslists\spl-sl.htmi
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NUREG-1437, Supplement 11

Critical Habitat for the Everglade snail kitc
(Rostrhamus sociabilisplumbus)

as defined in the Code of Federal Regulations 50 Parts I to 199,
revised as of October 1, 2000.

Florida. Areas of land (predominantly marsh), water, and auhpace, with the
following components (Tallahassee Meridian): (I) St Johns Resavoir, Indian
River County. T33S R37E SW114 Sec. 6, W/2 Sec. 7, Sec 18, Sec. 19; (2) Cloud
Lake Resavoir, St. Lucie County; T34S R38E S2 Sec. 16, Nl/2 Sec. 21; (3)
Strazzulla Resevoir, St Lucie County T34S R38B SWI/4 Sec. 21; (4) western
parts of Lake Okeechobee, Glades and Hendzycounties, extending along the
wesen shore to the east of the levee stem and the undiked high ground at
Fisheating Creek, and from the Huricane Gate at Clewiston northward to the
mouth of the Kissimmee River, including all the Eleochrir flats of Moonshine Bay,
Monkey Box, and Observation Shoal, but excluding the open water north and west
of the northen tip of Observation Shoal. north of Monkey Box, and east of
Fisheating Bay, (5) Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge (Central and Southern
Florida Flood Contol District Water Conservation Area I), Palm Beach County,
including Rcfuge Management Compartments A, B, C, and D, and all of the main
portion of the Rcfuge as bounded by Levees I-7, L-39, and L-40; (6) Central and
Southern Florida Flood Control District Water Conservation Area 2A, Palm Beach
and Broward Counties, as bounded byLevees L6, L35B, L-36,L-38, and L-39;
(7) Central and Southern Florida Flood Control District Water Conservation Area
2B, Broward County, as bounded by Levee 1-35, L-35B, L-36, and 138; (8)
Central and Southern Florida Flood Control District Water Conservation Area 3A,
Broard and Dade Counties, as bounded by Florida Highway 84. Levees L-68A, L-
67A (north of Miami Canal), L-67C (south of Miami Canal). L-29, and L-28, and
a line along the undiked northwestern portion of the Ar; (9) that portion of
Everglades National Park, Dade Cotmty, within the Ibilowing boundary: Beginning
at the point where the Park boundary neets Florida Highway 94 in T54S R35 Sec.
20, thence eastward and southwest along the Park boundary to the southwest
comer of Sec. 31 in T7S R37E, thence southwestward along a straight line to the
southwest corner of Sec. 2 in T5SS R35E, thence westward along the south sides
of Sec. 3, 4, , and 6 in TS8S R35E to the Dade-Monroe county line, thence
northward along the Dade-Monroe county line to the Park boundary, thence
eastward and northward along the Park boundary to the point of beginning.

E-12 May 2003
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Appendix E

Critical Habitat for the Florida manatee (Trichechus manatus)
as defined in the Code of Federal Regulations 50 Parts 1 to 199,

revised as of October 1, 2000.

Crystal River and its headwaters known as King's Bay, Citrus County; the Little
Manatee River downstream from the U.S. Highway 301 bridge, Hillsborough
County; the Manatee River downstream from the Lake Manatee Dam, Manatee
County, the Myakka River downstream from Myakka River State Park, Sarasota
and Charlotte Counties; the Peace Rivcr downstrearn from the Florida State
Highway 760 bridge, De Soto and Charlotte Counties; Charlotte Harbor north of
the Charlotte-Lee County line, Charlotte County; Caloosahatchee River
downstram from the Florida State Highway 31 bridge, Lee County, all U.S.
teritorial waters adjoining the coast and islands of Lee County; all U.S. territorial
waters adjoining the coast and islands and all connected bays, estuaries, and rivers
from Gordon's Pass, near Naples, Collier County, southward to and including
Whitewater Bay, Monroe County; all waters of Card, Barnes, Blackwater, Little
Blackwater, Manatee, and Buttonwood Sounds between Key largo, Monroe
County, and the mainland of Dade County; Biscayne Bay, and all adjoining and
connected lakes, rivers, canals, and waterways from the southern tip of Key
Biscayne northward to and including Maule Lake, Dade County; all of Lake
Worth, from its northernmost point imnediately south of the intersection of U.S.
Highway I and Florida State Highway AIA southward to its southernmost point
imrmdiately north of the town of Boynton Beach, Palm Beach County; the
Loxahatchee River and its headwaters, Martin and West Palm Beach Counties; that
section of the intracoastal waterway from the town of Seawalls Point, Martin
County to Jupiter Inlet, Palm Beach County; the entire inland section of water
known as the Indian River, from its northernmost point immediately south of the
intersection of US. Highway I and Florida State Highway 3, Volusia County,
southward to its southemmost point near the town of Sewalls Point, Martin
County, and the entire inland section of water known as the Banana River and all
waterways between Indian and Banana Rivers, Brevard County, the SL Johns
River including Lake George, and including Blue Springs and Silver Glen Springs
from their points oforigin to their confluences with the SL Johns River, that
section of the Intracoastal Waterway from its confluences with the St Marys River
on the Georgia-Florida border to the Florida State Highway AIA bridge south of
Coastal City, Nassau and Duval Counties.
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General locations of the designated
critical habitat for the Florida manatee.
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Federally Listed and Candidate Speies, and D inated Critical Habitats Occurrena in South Florids by County
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July 24. 2002

Mr. Jay Slack. Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serice
South Florida Ecological Service Office
1339 20h Street
Vero Beach, FL 32960

SUBJECT: BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR LICENSE RENEWAL AT ST. LUCIE,
UNITS I AND 2 AND REQUEST FOR INFORMAL CONSULTATION
(TAC NOS. MB3407 AND MB3411)

Dear Mr. Slack:

The Nuclear Regtiatory Commission (NRC) is evaluating an application submited by Florida
Power and Ught Company for the renewal of the operating lcenses for an additional 20 years
for its SL Lucie Nuclear Plant. Units 1 and 2. The St. Lucie plant Is located In St. Lucie County.
Florida, on Hutchinson Island approxImately 7.2 km (4.5 miles) east of the city of Port St Lucie.
Florida. The current llcense for Unit will expire on March 1. 2016. and for Unit 2 on April 6.
2023. Ucense renewal will extend the operating license for each unit an additional 20 years
past the above dates. The proposed action would Include the continued operatfon and
maintenance of the existing facilities at the St. Lucie plant site and the transmisslon corridor
that connects St. Lucle. Units I and 2 to the regional electrical grid. The proposed action will
not Include any new construction or onsite disturbance. The NRC is preparing a supplement to
Its 1996 'Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants'
(NUREG-1437) for this proposed license renewal. As part of the renewal review. we evaluate
potential Impacts to Federally listed, proposed, or candidate species, as well as designated or
proposed critical habitat

In a letter to you dated February 27. 2002, the NRC staff requested a ist of Federaly-protected
species and any critical habitat known from the vicinity of the St Lucie plant The NRC staff
received correspondence from Ms. L. Ferrell of your staff, dated March 15. 2002, that provided
a list of listed, proposed, or candidate species known from the vicidnity of the plant site. On
AprNl 2. 2002. the NRC staff conducted a site audit Of the St Lucie facility In which subject
matter experts from a variety of disciplines were present to conduct the environmental
evaluation. Mr. C. Kelso, of your staff, was present at the site audit.

Since April 2. 2002, the NRC staff and its contractor, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, has
evaluated the potential Impact of the power plant re-icensing on the list of species provided in
your March 15, 2002, correspondence. We have prepared the enclosed biological assessment
(BA) that provides an evaluation of the potential for impact to each of the 14
Federally-protected species known from the vicnity of the site.

The staff has determined that the proposed action is not a major construction activity. The
proposed action will not effect' the American aligator (Alligator missIssipplensis). the bald
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eagle (Helbeetus leucocephakis). the wood stork (Myateula emericane). the red-cockaded
woodpecker (Picoldes borealis), the Audubon's crested caracara (Polyborus plancus
auduboni). the Everglades snall kite (Rostrhamus soclabilis). the southem beach mouse
(Pen:,myscus pofionotus nivelventrls), the Lakela's mint (Dicerendr immaculate) and the tiny
mlkwort (Polygale smalli). The staff has determined that the proposed action Is not likely to
adversely affecr the eastem Indigo snake (Drymarchon coHes coupen). the Florlda scrub-Jay
(Aphelocome coenulescens). the Florida manatee (Trichechus manatus). the four-petal pawpaw
(Asimina tetramera), or the fragrant prickly apple (Hansla Cereus) erlophorus).

The staff has also determined that there Is designated critical habitat for the Florida manatee in
all of the Indian River Lagoon that forms the western boundary of the St. Lucie. Units I and 2
site. Direct effects of plant operations on the designated critical habitat on the manatees In the
Indian River Lagoon are determined to be non-exdstent. Nearby Big Mud Creek. an arm of the
Indian River Lagoon that is closest to the plant, Is closed to the general public for reasons of
plant physical security and the licensee Withdraws no water or has any routine activiUes in this
or any other nearby habitat designated critical during normal plant operations.

The reasons for our conclusions related to the no effecr or not likely to adversely affecr for
each of the 14 species and a discussion of the critical habitat In Indian River are documented In
the enclosed BA. We are placing a copy of the BA In our project files and on our public docket
for this license renewal application and are requesting your concurrence with our determination.

If you have questions regarding the proposed action, the BA, or the staffs request for
concurrence, please contact the environmental project manager, Dr. Michael Masnik. by
telephone at 301-415-1191 or e-mall at MTM2@NRC.GOV.

Sincerely.
Original Signed By: PTKuo
Pao-Tsin Kuo, Program Director
Ucense Renewal and Environmental Impacts
Division of Regulatory Improvement Program
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos.: 50-335 and 50-389

Enclosure: As stated

cc w/encl.: See next page
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Biological Assessment

St. Lucie Units I and 2
License Renewal Review

St Lucie County, Florida

June 2002

Docket Nos. 50-335 and 50-389

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Maryland
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Evaluation of the Potential Effects on Endangered or Threatened Species from the
Proposed License Renewal for the St. Lucia Units I and 2 Nuclear Power Plants.

The Setting:

The proposed license renewal will apply to the facilities at the site of St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 on
Hutchinson Island approximately 112 km (7 mi) southeast of Ft. Pierce. FL, as well as the
17.6 km (11 ml) long transmission rne that connects the nuclear units with the regional
transmission grid at the Midway Substation (Figure 1).

Figure 1. General Location of the SL Lucie Units I and 2 Nuclear Power Station, and the
associated transmission corridor.

llutchinson Island is typkal of ihe ofTsborc sandbars wbich linc the soutbem US. Atlantic coastline. It
consiss ofa sandbar on the castem side that rises to about 4.6 m (I 5 ) abovc MSL and] a bmader.
sloping swalc on the western side. The seaward side of the dunes currntly have no vwetation and the
inland sidc of the dunes are doninated by sea (is Ida pancwlat) sea grape (CocAoba usiifer),
salt marsh bay (Sparlnapatc7is). Australian pine Caua7na eqursetfyIia), marsh ox-eye (Iarrehia

I

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11May 2003 E-23



Appendix E

frutzcens), beach sunflower (HelianthtsdebilLs), marsh elder (Ivanaececens), bay bean (Canaualia
rosea), andrailroad vine (Tpomoeapeaprae) (FosterWheeler 2001).

Prior to the 1930's, the mangrove swamps on the westem side of the island were maintained by tidal and
occasional storn driven incursions of sea water as well as by rain (AEC 1973). The swales were
dominated by red mangrove (Rhizophora mngle), with black mangrove (Avicennia nitida) and white
mangrove (Raguncularia racemosa) established in the higheT and less frequently flooded ground. These

mangrove swamps are noteworthy for their high productivity, and the rich animal communities that they
supporL Much of these natural mangrove swamps were destroyed during the 1930's and 1940's as part of
a mosquito control program initiated by the Wortk Proj ects Adrrinistation (W.P.A). The swamps were
trenched, dyked, and flooded with sea water whi ch gratly reduced mosquito breeding, but also led to the
loss of many trees, especially the black mangroves (AEC 1973). Since that time, there has been pardal
restoration of the swales, but much of the area continues to be maintained in an inundated state by the
local mosquito control districts.

There are also a few small tropical hammock habitats on Hutchinson Island near the SL Lucie site; the
largest is among the mangrove stands north of the discharge canal. These habitats are unusual this far
north, proninent species include gumbo-limbo (Bursera almaruba), paradise tree (Simarouba glauca),
white and Spanish stoppers (Eugenia axllaris and E. Joet0da), wild lime (Zanzhoxylum fagara), white
indigo berry (Randfa aculeata), mastic (Mas chodendronfoetidssirnum), and snow berry (Ozfocococca
alba).

Habitat in the transmission line corridoris a mixture of man-altered areas, sand pine scrub, prairie/pine
latwoods, wet prairie, and isolated marshes. In the 1970's, much of the conidor was used for
agricultural purposes such as orange groves, row crops, and pastureland (AEC 1973). Most of that
agrlitiural use has since been abandoned, except for the western portions that are used for
graZng.

There is designated critical habitat for the Florida manatee in all of the Indian River Lagoon to
the west of St Lucie Units 1 and 2. induding Big Mud Creek, an extension or Indian River which
adjoins the plant site to the north. Critical habitat for the snail kite is located approximately
19 km (11.8 mi) northwest of the Mvdway Substation. Additionally, although not designated as
critical habitat, the beach areas on the eastem side of Hutchinson Island are Important nesting
areas for the loggerhead (Carelta caretta) sea turtle, and they are also used to a lesser extent
for nesting by green (Chelonia mydas) and leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea) sea turtles.
Potential impacts to endangered or threatened sea turtles has been evaluated through a
separate consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service.

Proposed Action

The proposed action is the granting of a renewal of the current operaing licenses for St. Lude
Units I and 2, that would alow these units to continue operations for an additonal 20 years
beyond their current license terms. The license for Unit I Is currently set to expire In March,
2016, and the Unit 2 License will expire In April 2023. The proposed license renewal wilt,
therefore, extend the license terns for Unit 1 untl 2038 and for Unit 2 until 2043.
The extension of the license terms will result In the continuabon of the operation and
maintenance of the nudear power reactors, the cooling water intake and discharge structures
and canals, and support facilties at the plant site. No changes are expected in terms of
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ecological or environmental impacts of the present operations. In addition, the renewal of the
operating 0cense Is not anticpated to require any significant new construction or modification of
existing terrestrial or aquatic habitats. The St. Lucie site occupies approximately 457 ha (1130
ac), of which approximately one-third has been significantly modified for the construction and
operation of the power production reactors, Intake and discharge canals, switchyard. and
support facir ties.

If the license renewal Is granted, the transmission Enes and corndor that connects St. Lucie
Units 1 and 2 to the regonal transmission grid will continue to be operated and maintained as
they have for the last 25 years. FPL rnaintains the Midway Corridor using a combination of
trimmig imowing, andherbicide application. When required FPL trins trees at a height of 22.5 m
(14 t) to miintain clearances below the conductors. Tree trimming is typically needed only at the
ridspanof the transrnissionlines between the towers. In openareas FPLusually follows a ive-year
mowing cycle. Herbicides are used both for apot treatment of individual trees and occasionally as
broadcast applications to control exotic grasses. FPL uses ordy non-restricted use herbicides, which are
applied under the supervision ofc rensedpesticide applicators. FPL uses a computer database toprepare
management prescriptions for each section of transmission line corridor that incorporates known
management concerns and environmental sensitivities, induding rare species.

Species Evaluated

There are at 14 species Ested as treatened or endangered under the Federal ESA withn St
Lucie County (Table 1). There are no species currently proposed for formal listing or
considered candidates for listing In St Lucie County. The NRC has determined that the
proposed action will either have no effect or wil be not likely to edversely affect the endangered
or threatened spedes In the vicinity of the St. Lucie plant and associated transrission corridor.
The basis for the determinations for each species In the vicidnity of the plant site and
transmission corridor are discussed in the followng paragraphs.

1. Diymarchon cones couperi, Eastem indigo snake

The eastem Indigo snake has not been observed on the St. Lude site or along the transmission
corridor, but individuals have been observed elsewhere on Hutchinson Island (FPL 2001).
Gopher tortoises (Gopherus polphemus) are present on the site, especially on the leeward side
of the dunes to the east of the plant site and intake/cischarge canals (FPL 2001). Gopher
tortoises also occur vthin the St. Lucie to Midway transmission corridor, particularly In the strip
between the Indian River and the eastemrn marshes of the Savannas State Preserve (Foster
Wheeler 2001). Indigo snakes are known to seek out gopher tortoise burrows for shelter and
denring FWS 1999) and they have been observed elsevhere on Hutchinson Island and in St
Lucie County. Presunably the St Lude plant site and portions of the St. Lucie to Midway
transmission corridor constitute suitable habitat and the staff has chosen to assume that the
eastern indigo snake is present In the vicinity of the site and transmission corridor. The
proposed extension of the operating license would not result In any changes to the habitat at
the plant site or along the transmission corridor, and In some ways may act to preserve areas of
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suitable habitat from other forims of development. Additionally, FPL staff and corridor
maintenance workers are trained to recognize and avoid the eastem indigo snake, and FPL
incorporates sensitve species protecton in its corTidor maintenance specifications. Therefore.

4
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Table 1. Species Usted as Endangered or Threatened under the Endangered Species Act
That Have Been Reported to Occur Within SL Lucie County, Forida.

Scienific Name Common Narne Federal Determination
Status

Reptiles __ __ _ __ __ _ _ __ __

Dymaraon coras operi Eastem indigo snalce T Not likely to adversey affect

Alligator mLdnWippiensis American alligator T(SA) No Effect

Birds

Apheloeaom cedesems Florida crub-jay T Not likely to adversely affect

Hal atehas kuwchahe Bald eagle T No Effect

A6raqia americaa Wood stodc B No Effect

Pieoides borealis Red-cockaded woodpecker B No Effect

Polyborus phna audubonil Audubon's crested caranara T No Effect

Ratr-hanno5odabilis Everglades snail kite B No Effect

Mammah

PeroMysapoliono&U Southeaster beach moue T No Effect
niveivenirLr

THlCiedns nMaer Floridamanatee B Not likely to adversely affect

Plats

Asimina tetramwa Four-petal paw paw E Not ikely to adversely affect

Dicerandra immacult Lakela's mint E No Effect

Han-Lia (trew) eNopjwna Fragant prickly apple B Not likely to advrsely affect

Pobgahanalli Tinymilinwort E No Effect

(a)E -endargered,T -thatened.T(SA)- threaterd due to similarity of appearce,
Sources: Based on FWS gtlo//verobeachfws rvl. FNAI htt ://v.wwfnai orgd. FFWCC
Ihttn llfloridaanservation orglorbs/endaneerhtmn Atlas of Florida Vascular Plnts
rhIt/lwwAw l"tatILs usfeduL and Florida Geographic Data Libraryl htm:/wywwgdl.gW Internet Sites as of
March 2002.
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although the eastem ndigo snake Is likely to be present vAthin the project area, the NRC staff
has determined that the continued operation of St. Lucie Units I and 2 Is not likely to adversely
affect the eastem ncigo snake.

2. Alligator missfsslppiensls. American alligator

American alligators are common In freshwater wetland areas throughout South Florida. They
are not present at the St. tude plant site because all of the aquatic environments In the
immediate vicinity of the SL Lucie site are either salty or brackish. Alligators may occur in the
freshwater marsh areas and along the St. Lucie River, west of the plant site, within or near the
transmission corridor. However, the proposed activities (continued transmisslon corridor
maintenance) wil not result In detectable modifications of these freshwater systems, and vvill
not alter the habitat quallty of the surroundng areas. Therefore, the NRC staff has determined
that the proposed license renewal would have no effect on American alligators.

3. Aphelocoma coerulescens, Florida scrub-ay

Florida scrubiays are found In various forms of Florida scrub, Including the coastal scrub found
In eastern St. Lude County. The largest populatons of Florida scrub-Jays are located In the
central porton of the Florida Peninsula In Polk and Higtlands Counties, but they are also found
along both coasts, and north of Orlando In Vdlusia, Lake, and Marion Countes. Although It Is
fairly widespread throughout peninsular Florida, It has extremely specific habitat requirements.
the andent dune ecosystems, which are dominated by xeric oaks (FWS 999). The habitat on
the plant site Is not typical of the Florida scnubay requirements. There have not been any
onsite sightngs or Florida scrub-ays. Scrub-ays have been observed beneath the
transmission lines in the vidnity of the FEC Railroad, and there Is a narrow band of vegetabon
between the Indian River and the Savannas State Preserve that is suitable scrub-ay habitat
There have been other periodic sightings of Florida scrubjays withn the coastal scrub areas
along the west shore of the Indian River vithin approximately 3 km (1.8 nil) of the St. tude
transmission line (FGDL 2002). In general, the maintenance practices used by the applicant
within the St Lucie to Midway corridor (i.e., selectve removal of larger trees) may help to
maintain the open scrub habitat required by the scrub-jays. The applicant has ndcated that it
has no plans to change the way that ts or any other portion of the transmission corridor Is
maintained. The FPL bransrrission corridor database clearly Indicates that the strip between
the Indian River and the Savannas State Preserve is suitable habitat for Florida scrub-jays, and
the maintenance Is planned and performed with that in mind. Therefore, the NRC staff has
determined that e proposed lcense renewal for St Lucie Units and 2 Is not likely to
adversely affect Florida scrubiays vithin the transmission corridor.

4. Haliaeetus leucocephalus, Bald eagle

Bald Eagles are known to nest apprcdmately 2 km (1.2 ml) south of the St. tude transmission
corridor. They usually nest In tall trees near major waterways and feed on fish, waterfowl, and
occasionally carrion. Bald eagles are occasionaly observed along the Indian River and near
the St. Lucie plant site, but they are not regular Inhabitants of these areas. According to the
Southeast Region bald eagle habitat management guidelines (FWS 1987), many actvities
should be restricted within 450 m (1500 ft) of a nest site, but In general, actvibes beyond 1.6
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km (1 mi) from the nest site will not adversely affect nestng eagles. Therefore, the NRC staff
has determined that the proposed action wili have no effect on bald eagles.

5. Polybons plancus audubonil, Audubon's crested caracara

The Audubon's crested caracara Is a large, long-legged, boldly patterned, non-migratory raptor.
It occus in south Texas, southwestern Arizona, and through Mexico from Baja, California. to
Panama and Cuba. Oly the Flrida population is protected under the ESA (FWS 1999). In
South Florida, the caracara occurs in dry or wet prairies with scattered cabbage palms
(Sabelpalmetlo), or occasionally In Ightly wooded areas. They usually build well concealed
nests witlin cabbage palms. Much of the historical habtat areas for the caracara have been
greatly modified or destroyed, but there are ndications that the caracara is able to utize
improved or seml-irproved pastures (FWS 1999). Caracaras are opportunistic feeders, and
wil consume both carrion and live prey. The spedes has not been reported from the plant site.
Adthough indviduals may be present in the vidnity of the transmission corridor, there are no
known observations In the area. They are primarily found In the westem porbons of St Luae
County. Field surveys (Foster Wheeler 2001) indicated that, at best, marginal habitat was
present within the transmission corridor. Therefore, the NRC staff has determined that the
proposed license renewal would have no effect on the Audubon s crested caracara.

S. Mycfefla amencana, Wood stork

Wood storks are a large wading bird that rely on freshwater and estuarne habitats for nesbng,
roostng, and foraging. They build nests in colonies, usually In medLim to tall trees that ocur In
either swamps oron islands surrounded by open water (FWS 1999) and they often share these
rookeries with other wading birds. Wood storks forage by tactolocaton and, therefore, rely on
prey that is relatively concentrated. The alteratons of the natural hydrologic regime in south
Florida has eliminated much of the seasonal hydrological variabon on which wood storks
historically relied, in that they exploited the fish that would become concentrated in alligator
holes and other depressions during the dry season. Wood storks are observed occasionally n
the vicirty of the St Luce plant and the transmission corridor, but there are no known
rookeries within many iles of the plant site or transmission corridor. The maintenance of the
plant site and transmission corridor will not adversely modify the swamps, marshes, or other
freshwater habitats, nor significantly alter the surrounding upland habitats. There have been no
reported mortalities of wood storks related to the operation or maintentence of the St. Lucie
transmission line. Therefore, the NRC staff has determined that the proposed license renewal
for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 wil have no effect on the wood stork.

7. Rosarhemus sociabihs, Everglades snail kite

The snail kite is a medium sized raptor with very spealzed dietary requirements in that it
feeds almost exclusively on apple snails (Pomacea peludsa) which are found in freshwater
marshes and the shalow, vegetated edges of lakes. Most of the snail kite populations are
located on the west side of Lake Okeechobee and In the everglades west of Palm Beach, Fort
Lauderdale, and Miani. However, there is one small area within St. Lude County that has been
designated as critical habitat for the snail kite. This area includes the Cloud Lake and
Strazzula Reservoirs, approximately 19 km (12 ml) northwest of the Midway substaton. This
spedes has been occasionally observed within several kilometers of the transmission corridor
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(FGDL 2002) and It is possible that they may use the scattered freshwater marshes In the
vicinity for foraging. However, there Is no indication that this species Is a regular Inhabitant In
the vicinity of the transmission corridor. and It was not observed during field surveys of the
corridor(Foster Wheeler 2001). Therefore, the staff has doterrrined that the proposed license
renewal for St. Lucie Units I and 2 win have no effect on the snail kite.

8. Pcoides boreaUs, Red-cockaded voodpecker

Red-cockaded woodpeckers occur throughout the southeastem United States in pine stands or
pine-dominated pine-hardwood stands with sparse understory and armple dd-growth trees
(FWS 1999). Population levels have drastically deciined over the last century due to logging
end conversion of habitat to other uses. The status of red-cockaded woodpeckers in south
Florida, ncuding St. Lucie County, Is not well known (FWS 1999). but because of the spedes'
requirements for dd-growth pine-dominated forests, they are highly unlkely to occLw at or near
the St Lucie plant and suitable habitat Is very mited or absent from the transmission corridor
(Foster Wheeler 2001) as well. Therefore, the NRC staff has determined that the proposed
license renewal acton will have no effect on the red-cockaded woodpecker.

9. Peromyscus polionotus nWetvenrtrs, Southeastem beach mouse

Southeastem beach mice Inhabit the sea oats zone of the primary coastal dunes (FWS 1999).
In many cases, suitable habitat for the southeastem beach mouse may only be a few meters
wide, and in most cases It Is highly heterogeneous. They primarily feed on the seeds of sea
oats and panic grass (Panicum emalum), alithough they vill eat seed of other dune species as
well as Insects. The current distribution Is severely limited by the modification and destruction
of habitat along the Forida barrier Islands. The largest popultions are located at Canaveral
National Seashore, and other locations vthin Brevard County, and Indan River County has a
number of populations. Individuals were captured during a survey conducted in the mid to late
1980's from St Lucia County at Popper Beach County Park, Fort Perce Inlet State Recreation
Area, and Surfside Beach State Park, all located at least 13 km (8.1 ml) north of the St. Lucie
plant. However, more recent surveys have failed to coect any southeastem beach mice at the
istoric popLdation sites within St. Lucie County and the beach mouse may have been
extirpated from the county. There have not been any specific recent surveys for ts species at
the St. Lucie plant site; however, if It were present, the site would certainly function as a
refugium for this species, because the vegetation on the lee sides of the coastal dunes Is
relatively undisturbed, and human Interference In this area Is minimal vith limited public access
to the beach. Because the species Is not known from the site and no indicabon that the species
is present at the plant site or along the transrmission corridor, the NRC staff has determined that
the proposed license renewal win have no effect on the southeastem beach mouse.

10. Tichechus manetus, Florida manatee

The Florida or West Indian manatee Inhabits the Indian River Lagoon and Alantic coastal
waters off Hutcinson Island. Although preferred habitats are In the Indian River Lagoon and
other inland waterways, where food sources are abundant, they do occasionally travel up and
dovn the coast near shore. The entire inland section of water knovn as the Indan River is
designated as critical habitat for the manatee (50 CFR Part 17.108). Manatees are mostly
found where food sources are abundant Water Is not thdrawn nor discharged to the Indian
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River for normal operatons at St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 and there is little attached vegetaton in
the near-oceanshore environment adjacent to the SL Lucie plant Manatees are present in the
area known as Bi Mud Creek within the plant boundaries. This area has been dosed to public
access since September 2001 due to NRC security concems. Any boats that are operated
withn Big Mud Creek are required to travel at idle-speed and produce no wake.

There have been five occasions when manatees have entered in the intake canal. During
1991. two Indviduals entered the intake canal and FPL coordnated the capture with the FWS
and Florida Department of Environmental Protecton (predecessor to the FWCC). After
capture the animals underwent evaluatlon and rehabilitaton and were released to the wild.
Except for the flrst manatee. the animals were removed from the canal withn a day of each first
sightng. Two of these animals were taken to rehabilitation facilities prior to their release. One
was treated for deep propeller wounds that it incurred prior to entering the canal and one
appeared to be a small calf separated from its mother. None of the manatees appeared to
have been harmed or to have died as a result of entering the intake canal. FPL procedures
require coordnaton with the FWCC on the capture and evaluaton of entrapped manatees.
FPL assists the FWCC, as needed. In transporting il or iriured animals to approved
rehablitatlon facilities, and In releasing animals that have entered the intake canal back to the
wild (Ecological Associates 2001). The last manatee to enter the intake canal from the ocean
through the velocity cap was in December 1997.

In addition to potential impacts from the water intake system, the attraction to or contact with
the warm waters discharged from the plant need to be considered. The discharge canal
transports the heated cooling water to two dscharge pipes. The pipes transport water beneath
the beach and dune system back to the Atlantic Ocean. The pipes extend about 366 m (1500
ft) and 1036 m (3400 ft) offshore, and terminates in a two-port 'Y' dffuser. The discharge of
heated water through the Y-port and multiport difusers ensure dstribution over a vAde area and
rapid and efficient mbdng with amblent waters (FPL 1996 Foster Wheeler 2000). Modeling
studies presented by the AtoTic Energy Commission (AEC) and NRC in the operating stage
Final Environmental Statements Indicate that the areas of the thermal plumes to the 1.1 C (2
IF) isotherm from the St Lude Units I and 2 diffusers under typical condtions would be about
72.8 hectares (180 acres) and 70.8 hectares (175 acres), respectively (AEC 1973, NRC 1982).
Considering that some of the manatee-captures have occtrred during summer months. there
seems to be no compeling evidence to infer that manatees congregate at or are attracted to.
the warm water dscharges of the St. Lucie plant

Direct effects of the SL Lucie plants on manatees in the Indian River Lagoon or Big Mud Creek
are essentally non-existent, and access and boat speeds vitn Big Mud Creek are controlled
to prevent adverse impacts to the manatees.

FPL has worked with the appropriate state and federal agencies to develop a system to detect
and remove the infrequent manatees that may find there way into the intake canals. These
procedures appear to adequately protect those manatees that enter the cooling canal system.
Therefore, the NRC has determined that the proposed renewal of the operating Ucenses for St.
Lucie Units I and 2 is not likely to adversely affect the West Indan manatee.
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1 1. Asimina tetamem, Four-petal pawpaw

The four petal pawpaw Is an aromabc shrub approximately I to 3 m (3 to 10 ft) tag. It occurs In
sand pine scrub within the coastal dune system. It's historic range has been greatly reduced by
habitat conversion and It Is now known from few locabons between Palm Beach Gardens and
the Savannas State Preserve n Martn County and a few locations In northem St. Luide County
(FWS 1999). This species Is found hI varous seral stages of sand pine scrub, and Is adapted
to Infrequent, Intense fires. This species is not likely to be found at the St. Lucie site and along
the transmission corridor. it would only be found near the west shore of the Indian River where
sdtable habitat Is present. Although field surveys did not detect the four petal pawpaw within
the transmission corridor (Foster Wheeler 2001). there appears to be a reasonable potential
that this species could occur within or very near the transmission corridor on the west edge of
the Indan River. However, because this area is maintained using minimal disturbance because
of other knovwn ecological sensitvities, the NRC has determined that the proposed license
renewal for St. Lucie Units I and 2 s not likely to adversely affect the four petal pawpaw.

12. Dcerandra Immaculate, Lakela's mint

Lakela's mint Is a small aromatc shrub that inhabits scrub areas of the Atlantc coastal ridge
(FWS 1999). It occupies sites wlth varying amounts of organic litter from party covered to
bare sand. This species is curTently known from approximately six sites between Fort Pierce
and Vero Beach, and at Hobe Sound National Wildlife Refuge, where It was Introduced In 1991
and 1992 (FWS 1999). Although suitable habitat exdsts in the vicinity of the transmission
corridor at the westem shore of the Indan River, none were found during field surveys (Foster
Wheeler 2001). Because all of the natural populations are found at least eight to ten miles from
the transmission corridor, it Is unlikely that Individuals would be present within the small area of
suitable habitat Induded in the transmission corridor. Therefore, the NRC has determined that
renewal of the operabng licenses for St. Lude Units I and 2 wit have no effect on Lakela's
mint.

13. Hanisla (Cereus) edophons, Fragrant prickly apple

The fragrant prickly apple is a solitary tree cactus that Is endemic to St. Lucie County and Is
known only from approxdmately 11 smafl. dsjunct sites, all along the Abanic Coastal Ridge on
the westem shore of the Indian River (FWS 1999). The St. Lucia to Mdway transmission
corridor crosses this ridge between the Indian River and the marshes on the east side of the
Savarnas State Preserve. Several of the known populabons are located within 2 to 3 km (1.2
to 1.9 mi) of the St. Lucie to Midway transmission corridor but none of the known populabons
are dose enough to the transmission corridor to be drecty affected by maintenance of the
corridor. Although field surveys of the corridor did not reveal any fragrant pridkly apple
specimens (Foster Wheeler 2001). there appears to be a reasonable potental that the fragrant
prickly apple could occur within or very near the transmission corridor on the west edge of the
Indian River. However, because this area Is maintained using minimal dstuJrbance because of
other known ecological sensitivibes, the NRC has determined that the proposed license renewal
for St. Lucie Units I and 2 s not likely to adversely affect the fragrant prickl apple.

14. Polyga smaDii, Tiny mikwort

The tiny mDlkwort Is a small, short lived, herbaceous species that is restricted to sand pockets
witin pine rocklands, open sand pine scrub, slash pine, high pine, and well drained coastal
spoil (FWS 1999). It requires hgh light levels, and litte to no organic litter accumulation. All
known populations are within 9.7 km (6 mi) of the Atlanbc coast between Miami-Dade County
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and St Luciae County. The only known poplation in St Lucie County is located approximately
6.7 km (4.3 miles) south of the St. Lude to Midway transmission ine. Field surveys of the
corridor did not detect the presence of the tiny milkwort (Foster Wheeler 2001). Because the
only known popuation In St Lucie County is a considerable distance from the transmission
corridor, and no individuals were observed during field surveys of the affected area, the NRC
has determined that the proposed renewal of the operating licenses for St Lucie Units and 2
wil have no effect on the tiny milkwort

In addition to the species listed In Table 1, there are several other Federally listed species that
have been reported from the counties surrounding St. Lude county. These conceivably codd
occtr in the vicinity of the St Lude plant or associated transmission line. These spedes
Indude Atlantic salt marsh snake (Nerodia fasciata teenlata), Florida grasshopper sparrow
(Ammodramus sevennanum flordenus). piping plover (Charadrius melodus), Florida panther
(Foeis concolor coty). Perforate reindeer lichen (Cladonia perforate), and beach clustervine
(Jacquemontie reclinata). Because there Is no dear Indication that these species are near the
plant or associated transmission ne, the NRC has determined that the proposed action would
have no effect on those species.
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October 4, 2002

Pao-Tdn Kuo
Ucence Renewal and Environmenta npacts
Division of Regulatory Improvement Program
Ofrtce of Nuclear Reactor Rqlation
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 205550001

Savice Log No.: 4-1-02-1-1959
Application No.: MB3407 and MB3401

Dated: July24.2002
Applicant: Floida Power and light

County St Lucie

Dear Mr. Kuo

The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the plans maps, and other information
provided by the Nuclear Regulatory Conmission (NRC) for the project referenced above,
including the conservation measures proposed to reduce adverse effects to Federally-listed
species and their designated critical habitat in SL Lucie County, Florida. These commnts are
provided der the provisions of section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

PROJECT DESCRIPllON

The proposed action is the granting of a renewal of the current opeating licenses for St. Lucie
Unuts I and 2 that would allow tbese uits to continue opations for an additional 20 years
beyond their current license tns. The license for Unit I is currently sct to expire in
March 2016. and the Unit 2 Lcense wil expire In April 2023. 7be proposed license renewal
will, therefore, extend the license terms for Unit I until 2036 and for Unit 2 utl 2043. The
extension of the license terms will result In the continuation of the operation and tnaintenance of
the nuclear power reators, the cooling water intake and diseharge structures and canals, and
support facilities at the plant sit No changes are expected In terms of ecological or
environmental Impacts of the present operations. In addition, the renewal of the operating
license is not anticipated to require any significant new construction or modification of existing
terrestrial or aquaic habitat The proiect is located 4.5 miles est of the city of Port SL Lucie on
SouthI Hutehinson Island, at 27 21' 24 North latitude and 0' 14'43" West longitude, St Lucie
County, Florida. The St. Lucie site occupies approximately 457 ha (1,130 ac), of which
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approximtely one-third has been significantly modified for the construction and operation of the
power production reactors, intake and discharge canals, switchyard, and support facilities.

If the license renewal is granted, the transmission lines and corridor that coMect St. Lucie
Units I and 2 to the regional transmission grid will continue to be operated and maintained as
they have for the last 25 years Flodda Power and light (FPL) maintains the Midway Corridor
using a combination of trimming. mowing, and herbicide application. When required, FPL trims
trees at a height of 22.5 m (14 ft) to maintain clearances below the conductors. Tree timming is
typically needed only at the midspan of the transmission lines between the towers. In open areas,
FPL usually follows a five-year mowing cycle. Herbicides are used both for spot treatment of
individual trees and occasionally as broadcast applications to control exotic grasses. FPL uses
only non-restricted use herbicides, which are applied under the supervision of licensed pesticide
applicators. FPL uses a computer database to prepare management prescriptions for each section
of bransmission line corridor that incorporates known management concerns and environmental
sensitivities, including rare species.

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

There are 14 species listed as threatened or endangered under the ESA within SL Lucie County.
There are no species currently proposed for formal listing or considered candidates for listing in
St. Lucie County. The NRC has determined that the proposed action vill either have "no effect"
or is not likely to adversely affect the endangered or threatened species in the vicinity of the
St. Lucie plant and associated transnission corridor. Te Service concurs with NRC's
determinations for the following species within the action area of the proposed relicensing:

1. Drymarchon corias couperi, Easter indigo snake

The eastern indigo snake has not been observed on the St. Lucie site or along the transmission
corridor, but individuals have been observed elsewhere on Hutchinson Island (FPL 2001).
Presumably, the SL Lucie plant site and portions ofthe SL Lucie to Midway transmission
corridor constitute suitable habitat, and the staff has chosen to assume that the eastemn indigo
snake is prsent in the vicinity of the site and transmission corridor. The proposed extension of
the operating license would not result in any changes to the habitat at the plant site or along the
transmission corridor, and in some ways may act to preserve areas of suitable habitat from other
forms of development Additionally, FPL staff and corridor maintenance workers am trained to
recognize and avoid the easten indigo snake, and FPL incorporates sensitive species protection
in its corridor maintenance specifications. Therefore, although the eastern indigo snake is likely
to be present within the project area, the NRC staffhas determined that the continued operation
of St. Lucie Units I and 2 is not likely to adversely affect the eastern indigo snake.
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2. Alligator mWirspplezsfr, American alligator

Although American alligators are cornmon in freshwater wetland areas throughout South Florida,
they are not present at the St. Lucie plant site. Alligators may occur in the freshwater mash
areas and along the S Lucie River, west of the plant site, within or near the transnission
corridor. However, the proposed activities (continued transmission conidor maintenance) will
not result in detectable modifiations of these freshwater systems and will not alter the habitat
quality of the surrounding areas. Therefore, the NRC staff has determined that the proposed
license renewal would have no effect on American alligators.

3. Aphelocoma coerulescens, Florida scrub-jay

The habitat on the plant site does not include Type I or Type nI babitat typical of the Florida
scrub-jay requirements, and no Florida scrub-jays have been documented on the plant site.
Scrub-jays have been observed beneath the transmission lines in the vicinity of the Florida East
Coast Railroad, and there is a narrow band of vegetation between the Indian River and the
Savannas State Preserve tht is suitable scrub-jay habitat. There have been other periodic
sightings of Florida scrub-jays within the coastal scrub areas along the west shore of the Indian
River within approximately 3 In (1.8 miles) of the St. Lucie transnission line (University of
Florida 2002). In geraal, the maintenance practices used by the applicant within the St. Lucie to
Midway corridor (i.e., selective removal of larger trees) may help to maintain the open scrub
habitat required by the scrub-jays. The applicant has indicated that it has no plans to change the
way that this or any other portion of the transmission corridor is maintained. The FPL
transmission corridor database clearly indicates that the strip between the Indian River and the
Savannas State Preserve is suitable babital for Florida scrub-jays, and corridor maintenance is
planned and performed with this in mind. Therefore, the NRC staff has determined that the
proposed license renewal for SL Lucie Units I and 2 is not likely to adversely affect Florida
scrub-jays within the transmission corridor.

4. Haliaeetus keucocephatus, Bald eagle

Bald eagles are known to nest approximately2 km (1.2 mi) south ofthe St. Lucie trnsmission
corridor. Bald eagles are occasionally observed along the Indian River and near the St. Lucie
plant site, but they are not regulu inhabitants of these areas. According to the Southeast Region
bald eagle habitat management guidelines (FWS 1987). many activities should be estricted

within 450 m (1,500 fl) of a nest site, but, in general, activities beyond 1.6 km (I mi) from the
nest site will not adversely affect nesting eagles. Therefore. the NRC staff has detenrined that
the proposed action will have no effect on bald eagles.'
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5. Polybonasplncus audubonil, Audubon's crested caracara

The Audubon's crested aracara has not been documented on the plant site. Although
individuals tnay be present in the vicinity of the transmission corridor, there are no known
observations in the area. They are primarily found in the western portions of St. Lucie County.
Field survys (Foster Wheeler 2001) indicated that, at best, marginal habitat was present within
the transmission corridor. Therefore, the NRC staff has determined that the proposed license
renewal would have no effect on the Audubon's crested caracara.

6. Mycteria americana, Wood stork

Wood storks are observed occasionally in the vicinity of the St. Lucie plant and the transnission
corridor. However, the nearest wood stork rookery is S5. niles southwest of thc plant site and
6.0 miles south of the transmission corridor. The maintenance of the plant site and transmission
conidor wil not adversely modify the swanps, marshes, or other freshwater habitats, nor
significantly alter the surrounding upland habitats There have been no reported mortalities of
wood storks relatet to the opertion or maintenance of the St Lucie transmission line.
Therefore, the NRC staff has determined that the proposed Icese renewal for St Lucie Units I
and 2 will have no effect on the wood stork.

7. Rosrrhamussociabilis, Everglades snail kite

Snail kites have been ocasionally observed within several kilometrs of the transmission
corridor (University of Florida 2002), and it is possible that they may use the scattered freshwater
marshes in the vicinity for foraging. However, there is no indication that this species is a regular
inhabitant in the vicinity of the transmission corridor, and it was not observed during field
surveys of the corridor (Foster Wheeler 2001). Therefore, the staff has determined that the
proposed license renewal for SL Lucie Units I and 2 will have no effect on the snail kite.

B. Picoides boralis, Red-cockaded woodpecker

The status of red-cockaded woodpeckers in south Florida, including St. Lucie County, is not well
known (Service 1999), but because of the species' requirements for old-growth pine-dominated
forests, they are highly unlikely to occur at or near the St. Lacie plant, and suitable habitat is very
limited or absent from the transmission corridor (Foster Wheeler 2001) as welL Therefore, the
NRC staff has determined that the proposed license renewal action will have no effect on the
red-cockaded woodpecker.

9. Pcromyscvspollonomus nweivenrs, Southeastern beach mouse

Southeasten beach mice were captured during a survey conducted in the mid to late 1980's from
SL Lucie County at Pepper Beach County Park, Fort Pierce Inlet Statt Recreation Area, and
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Surfside Beach State Park, all located at least 13 km (8.1 mi) north of the St Lucie plant.
However, more recent surveys have failed to collect any southeastern beach mice at the historic
population sites within St. Lucie County, and the beach mouse may have been extirpated from
the county. There have not been any recent surveys for this species at the St. Lucie plant site;
however, if it were present, the site would certainly function as a refugium for this species,
because the vegetation on the lee sides of the coastal dunes is relatively undisturbed, and human
interfrcnce in this area Is minimal with limiled public access to tle beacL Because the species
is not known from the site and no indication that the species is present at the plant site or along
the transmission corridor, the NRC staff has determined that the proposed license renewal will
have no effect on the southeastern beach mouse.

i0. Trichechus monas, West Indian manatee

Thc West Indian manatee inhabits the Indian River Lagoon and Atlantic coastal waters off
Hutchinson Island. Although preeed habitats are in the Indian River Lagoon and other inland
waterways where food sources are abundant, they do occasionally travel up and down the coast
near shore. The entire inland section of water known as the Indian River is designated as critical
habitat for the manatee (50 CFR Part 17.108). Water is not withdrawn nor discharged to the
Indian River for normal operations at St. Ltcie Units I and 2, and there is ttle attached
vegetation in the near-oceanshore environment adjacent to the SL Lucie plant. Manatees are
present in the area known as Big Mud Creek within the plant boundaries. Tis rea has been
closed to public access since September 2001 due to NRC security concens. Any boats that are
operated within Big Mud Creek are required to tsavel at idle-speed and produce no wake.

There have been five occasions when manarees have entered in the intake canal. During 1991,
two i dividuals entered the intake canal and FPL coordinated the capture with the Service and
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). After capture, the animals
underwent evaluation and rehabilitation and were released to the wild. Except for the first
manatee, the animals were removed from the canal within a day of each first sighting. Two of
these animals were taken to rehabilitation facilities prior to their release. One was treated for
deep propeller wounds that it incurred prior to entering the canal and one appeared to be a small
calf separated from its mother. None of the manatees appeared to have been harmed or to have
died as a result of entering the intake canal. PL procedues require coordination with the FWC
on the capture and evaluation of entrapped manatees. FPL assists the FWC, as needed, in
tansporting il or injured animals to approved rehabUitadon facilities, and in releasing animals
that have entered the intake canal back to the wild (Ecological Associates 2001). The last
manatee to enter the intake canal from the ocean through the velocity cap was in December 1997.

In addition to potential impacts from the water intake system, the attraction to or contact with the
warm waters discharged from the plant need to be considered. he discharge canal transports the
heated cooling water to two discharge pipes. The pipes transport water beneath the beach and
dune system back to the Atlantic Ocean. The pipes extend about 450 m (1,500 ft) and
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1,036m (3.400 fl) offshore, and terminate in a two-port Y diffluser. The discbarge of heated
water through the Y-port and multiport diffusers ensure distribution over a wide area and rapid
and eficient mixing witt ambient waters (FPL 996, Fostr Wheeler 2000). Modeling studies
presented by the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and NRC in the operating stage Fmal
Environmental Slatements indlcate that the areas of the thermal plumes to the 1. I 'C (2 F)
isotherm from the SL Lucie Units I and 2 diffusers under typical conditions would be about
72.8 hectares (I 0 acres) and 70.8 hectares (175 acres), respectively (AEC 1973, NRC 1982).
Considering that some of the manatee-captures have occurred during suimmer months, there
seems to be no compelling evidence to infer that manatees congregate at, or are attrcted to, the
warm water discharges of the St. Lucie plant.

Direct effects of the St. Lucie plants on manatees in the Indian River Lagoon or Big Mud Creek
are essentially non-existent, and access and boat speeds within Big Mud Creek are controlled to
prevent adverse impacts to the martes.

FPL has worked with the appropriate state and federal agencies to develop a system to detect tnd
remove the infrequent manatees that may find their way into the intake canalts. These procedures
appear to adequately protect those manatees that enter the cooling canal system. Therefore, the
NRC has determined that the proposed renewal of the operating licenses for St. Lucie
Units I and 2 is not likely to adversely affect the West Indian manatee.

I1. Asimina teiramera, Four-petal pawpaw

The four petal pawpaw occurs in sand pine scrub within the coastal dune system. It's historic
range has been greatly reduced by habitat conversion, and it is now known from few locations
between Palm Beach Gardens and the Savannas State Preserve in Martin County, and a few
locations in northem St. Lucie County (Service 1999). This species is not likely to be found at
the St. Lucie site, and along the transmission corridor, it would only be found near the west shore
of the Indian River where suitable habitat is present. Although field surveys did not detect the
four petal pawpaw within the trnsmission corridor (Foster Wheeler 2001), there appears to be a
reasonable potential that this species could occur within or very near the transmission corridor on
the west edge of the Indian River. However, because this area is maintained using minimal
disturbance because or other known ecological sensitivities, the NRC has deternined that the
proposed license renewl for St. Lucie Units I and 2 is not likely to adversely affect the
four petal pawpaw.

12. Dicerandra ImmacauoJe, Lakela's mint

Lakela's mint is a small aromatic shrub that inhabits scrub areas of the Atlantic coastal ridge
(Service 1999). This species is currently known from approximately six sites between
Fort Pierce and Vero Beach, and at Hobe Sound National Wildlife Refuge, where it was
introduced in 1991 and 1992 (Service 1999). Although suitable habitat exists in the vicinity of
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the transmission corndor at the western shore of the Indian River, none were found during field
surveys (Foster Wheeler 2001). Because all of the natural populations are found at least eight to
ten miles from the transmission corridor, it is unlikely that individuals would be present within
the small area of suitable habitat included in the transmission corridor. Therefore, the NRC hs
determined that renewal of the operating Ucenses for St Lucic Units I and 2 will have no effect
on Lakela's mint

13. Harrisa (Cereus) erfophoiis, Fragrant prickly apple

The fragrant prickly apple is a solitaty tree cactus that is endemic to St. Lucie County and is
known only from approximately II small, disjunct sites, all along the Atlantic Coastal Ridge on
the western shore of the Indian River (Service 1999). The St. Lucie to Midway transmission
corridor crosses this ridge between the Indian River and the marshes on the east side of the
Savannas State Preserve. Several of the known populations are located within 2 to 3 km (1.2 to
1.9 rm) of the St. Lucie to Midway transmission conidor, but none of the known populations are
close enough to the transnission comridor to be directly affected by maintenance of the corridor.
Although field surveys of the corridor did not reveal any fragrant prickly apple specimens (Faster
Wheeler 2001), there appears to be a reasonable potential that the fagrant prickly apple could
occur within or vey near the transmission corridor on the west edge of the Indian River.
However, because this area is maintained using minimal disturbance because of other known
ecological sensitivities, the NRC has determined that the proposed license renewal for St. Lucie
Units I and 2 is not likely to adversely affect the fiagrant prickly apple.

14. Polygala smallj, iny milkwort

All known populations of the tiny milkwort are within 9.7 km (6 mi) of the Atlantic coast
between Miami-Dade County and St. Lucie County. The only known population in St. Lucie
County is located approximately 6.7 km (4.3 miles) south of the St. Lucie to Midway
transmission line. Field surveys of the corridor did not detect the presence of the tiny rnilkwort
(Foster Wheeler 2001). Because the only known population of tiny milkwons in SL Lucie
County is a considerable distance from the transmission corridor, and no individuals were
observed duing field swveys of the affected arem, the NRC has determined that the proposed
renewal of the operating licenses for St. Lucie Units I and 2 will have no effect on the tiny
nilkwort.

In conclusion, if modifications are made to the project, if additional information involving
potential effects to listed species becomes available, if a new species is listed, or if designated
critical habitat may be affected by the project, re-initiation of consultation may be necessary.
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Thank you for your cooperation and effort in protccting threatened and endangered species. If
you have any questions please contact Chuck Kelso, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, at
(772) 562-3909, extension 241.

Sincerely yours,

Linda S. Ferrell
Assistant Field Supervisor
South Florida Ecological Services Office

cc:
EPA, West Palm Beach, FL (}Uchard Harvey)
FWC (BPSM). Tallahassee, FL (Mary Duncan)
FWC, Vero Beach. FL
FWC, Tequest, FL
NMFS. St. Petersburg. FL
EPA. West Palm Beach, FL
SFWMD. FL. Myers. FL (Karen Johnson)
St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners. FL Pierce, FL (Doug Andeson)

NUREG-1437, Supplement 11 E-42 May 2003



Appendix E

Jurw 3, 2002

Dr. Joeph E Powwe, Actl Regial AdministraW
National Mare Fluhele Service
Southeast RegW Office (SERO)
9721 Ex* Center Dvte North
St. Petrbug, FL 33702

BUBJECT; ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW ON FLORIDA POWER AND LIlGTCOMPANY'S
APPUCA1ON FORA 0YEAF RENEWALOFTHEOPERAINO LICENSES
FOR ST. WCIE, UNITS I AND 2

Dear Dr. Powers:

The Nucea Rs a Comriwn (NRC) Is evauat an pplicton submted by Floida
Powr and Ught Conmany (FPL) fow tto rnewl of the opeot lbess for St. Lucie Nuclor
Pan (SL Luoi), UnIte I and 2, loated on Hutc1*ucn ld. Floid. Tbe oprat lkwnse
for St Luole UnIt 1 expires hi 2018 an Unit 2 hI 20& The NRC Is prepaing a aftspeciflc
spple to It 'Geric nvironental Impact Statement for Loense Rwal of Nuear
Pans (NUREG-1 487) for thb prposed action. As pat of the actio t NRC evates
potl hpacts to thrated and endangered specke under hee Endangered Species Act
(E1A).'

The propod tion would hIckde use and ooninued m ainnan of exno factiebe ad
mamrrslon bno and FPL has Indiad t ft proposed action would not result hI new
onetton or habta dstrbanc. & Lucio and th associated tan amn coidor ta Is
under review an pan d the lcn rewl appkdon Is located In SL Lucia County, Floa
ThetmnmLeononrsapprorllat* 17.7 km (11 l long and va fom 200to250m
(N8 to 813 ft) In wt. The pIlnt us onoe,-rough coding waer from h Ath antlc Oean to
remov was heat ftm the facy. Ocean Wae I drawn through thr offshr kt°e
stuctre hto an Inake canal ta leads to the plant The hted water Is dscharged back to
the Atanc Ocen fthroughfh diffuse The Attc Oean in t vidnty of t plant Is
onsidred pat of the aquatic en wmwent d introsL

On May4. 2001, t Natlond Mwh Fihere Servie NMFS) sued a bgkl opinion
(F/SER20MM394) reated to the opertion of the SL Lucha plat on fedrally proteced
mam specie The * 4,2001, bbloglc opInion (Opinion) provided a Na of pteed
speds uidr t jurisdiction o NMFS known tO occ In the vidnity of St Lucia. The Opinon
o uded tht t sped of lge iaw e and Johns's earas (and I cal habit), which

are proteted under toe Endangered Speie At a not likely to be afected by the continued
operation of the pt The OpinIon Woo Idnfod fte spees of se turtlenwn to nhabit the
wlars In the viity d Vt plant that may be affecd by plat operatlon. However, the Opinion
oonoudod tht tha continued operaln d h crculathg seawater cooln system at 8t. Lucia Is
not iey to Jeopard te conUnued estence dft bogerhad (Cuft ca ), Kwmp's
ridlay turt (Lepkdoiw kevi9, gree turte (rer ntamds), leatherback tuftle
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(DOFMoChOeS cOdAc) and hawksbll turtle (Erstmoh4v fmbifta), ln accordance wIth
ocon 7 of the EndangSredsped" Act of 1973, amended (ESA). On Juns , 2001, by
letter to Mr. R. Hoffmn, the NRC cwnirmed the discuasons of a teephone conference ol
clarfying certain proviions of the Incidentl Take Statement (ITS) oontained In the
May 4, 2001, Opinion. In ts reply to the June 8, 2001, etter, NMFS responded to ach of thie
sb IsW Identified In the NRC's ler. Basd on the May 4, 2001, Opinion and on subsequent
correspondnce, the NRC has aocopted and Implsmented the NMFS posIion on the potential
for Impact of plant opormtlons on the aquatic species protected under the ESA, and we believe
that no additonal consutaton, eifthr formal or Informal, Is ncessajy at this tme.

We understand that FPL Is planning to make modificatIons to their Intake canal and eisting
turle excluder not nar the AIA Bridge. These modifications hav, ben discussed with NMFS
(Mr. R. Hoffman of your staff). We bliv ta the popo modifications will further reduce
sea turtls morbidity and mortality that could result from plant operation.

During the course of e NRC review for the proposed lcense renewal aotion the taff dd
Identfy one requirement In the Opinion, as carifled by your October 8, 2001 letter, that we want
to assure that we are Interpretng correct1y. In your correspondence dated October 8, 2001, In
your response to our questin four, you state that ... the number of loggerhead and green
tures Nurked a resut o f plant operalon were greater than 1% of the total nuber of
loggerhead and green htes taken the eni of said yearm, then relnitlatlon of formal
oonsulation s requIred. Based on this statement te NRC will rlnitlate consultation If the
number of loggerheads and green turdes Injured or dlled In a cendar year s grter than one
percent (rounded up to the next whole number), of the total green and loggwhead turtles taken
in that calendar year. We emphaslze that the acton lvel Is greater tha ramther than greater
than or equal to",

Although not requIred for our record of decision for the proposed license renewl actlon, we are
requetng confirnation that no additonal consultatlon related to federally protected peci
under the jurisdicUon of NMFS Is neoessary at this time. We believe that the "Terms and
Condifon seion of the Opinlon will provide adequate limIts and controls on the icensee to
assure a continued no jeopardy" conckslon raive to the fe spades of sea turUes known to
Inhabit the waters near the plant. Furthemo, the NRC staff rcognizes that future Infornal
and formal oonsultations are likely over the continued operaion of the plant, even during the
period of Initlal lcensing, as changes occur In the sea turts populations and local habtt. We
are commMed to continue to work closely wfth your taff In the protection of speces under your
Jurisdiction. Additionally, f we have Interpreted Incorrectly the action level that requires
reinladon of consultatlon for green and loggerhead turdes we do need written claricatIon on
the Issue.
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If you have any comments or quulons, please contact Dr. Mlchael.T. Masnik, Senlor Project
Manager, at (301) 415.1191 or MTM2 0NRC.GOV.

Since",
Originsl Signd By: PTKuo
Pao-Tin Kuo, Program Direor
Uoena Renewal and Environmental Irmpact
DlWon of Reguatory mprovement Programs
Ofle of Nudear Reactor Regulation

Dooket Noe. aO-33 and 60-38

cc: Se nexdpage
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NatkJnal Ocanic and A O TIphw4c Adminstion
NATIONAL MARNE FSHERIES SERVCE

Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive North
St. Petersburg, FL 33702
(727) 570-5312; PAX 570-5517
htto:/caldera.sero.nmfs.gov

JUL 30 aZ0
FISER3:BH:mdh

Mr. Pao-Tsin Kuo
License Renewal and Environmental Impacts
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington D.C. 20555l0001

Dear Mr. Kuo:

This is in response to your letter dated June 3, 2002, regarding Florida Power and Light
Company's (FPL) application for a 20-year renewal of the operating licenses for the S. Lucie
Power Plant's units 1 and 2. This would allow the continued operation and maintenance of
existing facilities and transmission lines, including the cooling water intake system for these
units beginning in 2016 and 2023 respectively. PL has indicated that the proposed action
would not result in new construction or habitat disturbance. FPLs St. Lucie Power Plant is
located in St. Lucie County, Florida. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries)
consultation number for this project is IUSERf2002/00628: please refer to this number in future
correspondence on this project.

NOAA Fisheries in a biological opinion (Opinion) dated May 4, 2001, determined that the use of
the cooling water intake system for both units was likely to adversely affect loggerhead, green,
Kemp's ridley. hawksbill, and leatherback sea turtles. In its May 4,2001. Opinion NOAA
Fisheries determined that the effects associated with the cooling water intake system were not
likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the five species of sea turtles listed above over a
ten year period. However, NOAA Fisheries deterined take of these species was likely and
issued an incidental take statement (ITS) with its Opinion. The ITS also contained mandatory
terms and conditions to ninimize the effects of this take. Because the proposed action is so far
in the future, NOAA Fisheries does not believe additonal consultation is required at this time.
The current Opinion is valid until May4, 2011, at which time consultation should be reinitiated
and another Opinion issued. Consultation should also be reinitiated if new information reveals
effects of the action not previously considered, or the identified action is subsequently modified
in a manner that causes an effect to listed species or critical habitat in a manner or to an extent
not previously considered, if a new species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be
affected by the identified action or if the plant meets or exceeds the current ITS levels.

Your letter mentions our letter dated June 8, 2001, and the clarification we gave regarding the
incidental take of loggerhead and green turtles. In this letter we state, "the ITS limits for injured
and dead loggerhead and green turtles are based on a pereentage (1%) of the total loggerhead and

|4s, t4 6CY\%
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green turtles taken in one year therefore. reinitiation would have to take place if the number of
loggerhead and green turtles injured or killed as a result of plant operations were greater than 1%
of the total number of logerhead and green turtles taken by the end of said year; however, this
is incorrct. Consultation should be reinitiatd if take is greater than or equal to that of the May
4. 2001. Opinion. We apologize for this error and any inconvenience it may have caused.

Your letter also indicates that FPL is planning a seprate action that would make modifications to
the intake canal and its existing turtle excluder net. Pias send the plans for this modification to
us for review and consultation under setion 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

If you have any questions about this ESA section 7 consultation, please contact Mr. Roben
Hoffman. fishery biologist. at the number listed above.

Sin ly yours,

,Joaeph E. Powers, Ph.D.
Acting Regional Administrator

cc: F/PR3
F/SER43 - Mike Johnson

O:\section7Ujnformafllucie.wpd
Flle: 1514.22f.1
Ref: VSEPJ2002100628
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August 23, 2002
Joseph E. Powers, Ph. D.
Acting Regional Administrator
National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive North
St. Petersburg, FL 33702

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR CONSULTATION UNDER SECTION 7 OF THE
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT FOR THE ST. LUCIE NUCLEAR PLANT

Dear Dr. Powers:

We have received your letter of July 30, 2002, regarding the incidental take of protected sea
turtles at the St Lucie nuclear plant located on Hutchinson Island, St. Lucie County, Florida.
Based on the darification provided in your July 30, 2002, letter to the incidental take statement
contained in your May 4, 2001, Biological Opinion for the St. Lucie Plant, we request reinitiation
of consultation regarding the incidental capture of green and loggerhead turtles (Chelonia
mydas and Caretta caretfa). Our decision to request reinitation was communicated by phone
to Mr. Robert Hoffman of your staff by Dr. Michael Masnik, NRC, on August 13, 2002.

Within the next couple of months the NRC staff plans to provide the Nabional Marine Fisheries
Service with the facts surrounding the green and loggerhead turtle mortalites attributable to
plant operabon that occurred during calendar year 2001. Additionally, as requested by your
letter dated July 30, 2002, the NRC staff will provide you with the details of Florida Power and
Ught Company's plans to modify the St Lucie intake canal and the existing turtle excluder
(block) net. The planned modifications should result in a reduction of sea turtle mortalities.

If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at (301) 415-3974 or Dr. Masnik at
(301) 415-1191.

Sincerely,
IRAI

Brendan T. Moroney, Prcect Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate II
Division of Ucensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-335 and 50-389

cc: See next page
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AUgUSt ZX. DUZ

Mr. J. A. Stall
Senior Vice President, Nuclear and
Chief Nuclear Offioer
Florida Power and Light Company
P.O. Box 14000
Juno Beach, Florida 33406-0420

SUBJECT: REINITIATION OF CONSULTATION UNDER SECTION 7 OF THE
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT FOR THE ST. LUCIE NUCLEAR PLANT
(TAC NOS. MB5940 AND MBS941)

Dear Mr. Stall:

In a lener dated July 30, 2002 (enclosed), the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS),
Southeast Regional Office, provided further clarification on the incdental take statement in the
May4. 2001. Biological Opinion for the St Lucie plant. Based on te information contained in
the tter. the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has decided to reWitiate consultation
wth respect to green and loggerhead turtles (Ciwlonia mydas and Careta caretta) incidently
captured in the Intake canal of the St. Lucie plant.

In order to conduct the consultation with NMFS, the NRC slaff needs detailed Infornation on
the six green and loggerhead mortaities that occurred during Calendar year2001. Inforrnation
required. but not limited to, the following is requested: date. time. and location of discovery.
condRion of the specimen, general plant operating conditions during and immediately before
capture, any unusual oonditions in the Intake canal or the condition of the block net, disposition
of the specinen, any written notification documents provided to State or Federal authorities,
and any conclusions on the probable cause of death.

Additionaly, the NMFS letter also requested information regarding the planned nodifications to
the intake canal and the existing turtle excluder (block) net. The NRC staff requests a detailed
description of the planned changes, a discussion as to why the changes are being made, and
what the impact of the proposed changes might be on future turtle mortality rates and why.

It is the NRC staff's intent to prepare a report prviding NMFS with detailed information
regarding the six sea turtle rnalitibes that were oonsidered causally related to St. Lucie plant
operation during calendar year 2001, and a detailed description of your planned mnodifications
to the intake canal and the turtle excuder net. The NRC staff expects to complete the report by
November 1, 2002. We request a response to the above Information request by September 30.
2002

If you have any questions. please contact ne at (301) 415-3974.

Sincerely.
IRAI
Brendan T. Moroney. Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorale II
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nudear Reactor Regaiation

Docket Nos. 50.335 and 50-389
Enclosure: NMFS letter dated July 30. 2002
cc wlenclosure: See next page
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February 10, 2003

Dr. Roy Crabtree
Regional Administrator
National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executivo Center Drive North
St. Petersburg, FL 33702

SUBJECT: INFORMAL SECTION 7 CONSULTATION FOR ST. LUCIE NUCLEAR PLANT

Dear Dr. Crabtree:

In a letter dated August 23,2002, the NRC staff requested riitiation of consultation for the
green turte (Chelonia mydas) and the loggerhead turtle (Caretta carefta) under Secbon 7 of the
Endangered Spedes Act of 1973 for the St. Lude nuclear plant, located on Hutchinson Island,
St. Lucie County, Florida The St. Luce plant is owned and operated by the Florida Power and
Ught Corpany (FP&L the licensee). The request for reinitiation of consultation was based on
the reported causally related mortality rate for these two spedes diing calendar year 2001. In
our August 23, 2002, letter, we committed to provide you with the facts surrounidng the 2001
green and loggerhead turtle mortalities attributed to plant operaton. Addicnally. we agreed to
provide you with the details of FP&L's plans to modify the St. Lude intake canal and the
12.7-cm (-inch) turtle block (barrier) net.

Concurrent with or request for reinitiation of consultabon, the NRC staff requested informabon
from the licensee related to the 2001 causally related mortalites of green and loggerhead
turtles as well as details related to the modificabon of the intake canal and htle block net. The
licensee provided the requested information in a letter dated September 20, 2002. A copy of
the licensee's September 20, 2002, letter is enclosed for yot information. In 2001, the
licensee recovered 592 green and loggerhead (321 green and 271 loggerhead) sea turtles from
the intake canal. Of the 592 total recoveries, the licensee reported six turtle mortalities (five
green and one loggerhead) in the intake canal, attributable to plant operations. Details of the
six mortalities, provided in the licensee's September 20, 2002, letter are sunmarized below.

On March 30, 2001, a moribund green turte was recovered from the 12.7-an (5-inch) block net.
Although a necropsy was performed, the results were incondusive. The circumstances of the
recovery did not indicate a cause of death. Because no obvious cause of death was apparent,
the licensee conservatively atbibuted the mortality to plant operaton. In early November 2001,
four moribund turtles (tree green and one loggerhead) were recovered from the 12.7-cm
(5inch) net The four mortalities occurred over two days, during a period of high algae and
debris loading of the barrier net caused by the passage of Hurricane Michelle soutih of the plant
The icensee attributed net deformation and Increased Tow rates through the net, due to the
high levels of debris hi the water column, as the possible cause of the turtle mortaity. The
debris loadng of the net became so severe that the net had to be lowered for a period of time
to avoid destruction of the net In late November 2001, an additional weakened, underweight
turtle (green) was recovered from the Unit I intake well near the plant The turtle ded within
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R. Crabtree 2

hours after recovery. The lcensee believed that this turtle bypassed the block nets during the
period of hgh debris flow and could have bypassed the net when It was lowered. Once beyond
the block nets, there was no opportunity for escape from the Intake canal and the turtle was
eventuallydrawn into the plantintakestructure. Fiveoutofthesixturtle mortalities in 2001
were associated with the November debris event The NRC staff finds that the high turtle
mortality during 2001 was substantially related to the condibon and design of the block net
system.

In 2002, the licensee Inibated additional activibes in the Intake canal to further reduce the
possbigty of future turtle motalities. The intake canal was dredged between the easternmost
headwall region and the Route AlA Bridge. By increasing the cross-sectional area of the canal,
the water flow rate was reduced in the area of the tule block nets. The lower flow rate in the
vicinity of the block net should reduce the likelihood of turtles being trapped against the nets.
The 12.7-cm (5-Inch) mesh net was replaced with a new 12.7-cm (5Inch) net made of a more
durable material with a UV-resistant coating that has a smooth surtace resistant to fraying.
These qualities should reduce net deformaton and fouling by debris and algae. A sediment
removal system was nstalled at the base of the net to reduce sediment buildup. The system
uses a pump and eductor to transfer slit to a locabon west of the second block net and the
Route AIA Bridge. The licensee also Installed two new concrete intermediate posts In the
canal and a new net guy system to minimize net deformation and balooring. This Is expected
to be partculadly effecbve in reducing net deformabon during periods of high debris flow. The
modificabons to the barrier net and the dredging of the intake canal were completed by the end
of November 2002.

The Improvements that the licensee made to the net and canal Is expected to reduce the
likelihood of future mortalibes, particularly those associated with periods of high debris flow
such as the condiions associated with Hurricane Michelle. We believe the losses sustained in
2001 were unusual and the result of a combinaton of bad weather. cdd net design, and a
shoaling intake canal.

The tulrtle capture data for 2002 support the conclusion that the mortalibes in 2001 were an
unusual occurrence. The annual envirorrnental operaing report for 2002 will not be avalable
before Apr! 2003. However, the NRC staff requested the turte capture informabon for 2002
from the licensee to assist us In this consultabon. A total of 632 turtes [629 greens and
loggerheads and 3 hawksbill sea turtles (Eretmochelys Imbricea)] were recovered from the
intake canal. During calendar year 2002, two green tur0e mortalibes were attributed to plant
operabon. One was recovered against the old 12.7-cm (5inch) block net and one was
determined to have drowned In one of the capture (drift) nets. A total of 18 turtles were
determined to be irured or ciseased from caues not attributable to plant operabon. One
additional mortality was deternined not to be causally related to plant operation. The moribund
turtle was bady tangled In fishing line and believed to have died due to the entanglement.
Although a greater number of green and loggeriead turtles were recovered In 2002, there were
significantly fewer casually related mortalites. We expect that tis low rate will contnue in the
future, particularly after the significant improvements to the canal and block net Therefore, the
staff believes that the incidental take statement contained in the current Biological Opinion
issued on May 4, 2001, as modified by letter dated July 30. 2002, remains appropriate and vaRd
and no modificabons to the Biological Opinion are necessary at tis bme. The staff does not
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R. Crabtree 3

plan to initiate formal consultabon at this ime; however, should the design improvements
installed in 2002 perform as expected or better, then the NRC may. in the future. revisit
consultation to reduce the Incidental take Emits. The staff believes that the elevated mortality
rate during 2001 was an unusual occurrence resulting from severe weather and a block net
system that could not cope vith the debris loading present in association with a hurricane.
Modifications to the canal and block net system should minimize or prevent future episodes of
hgher than expected mortality.

We vill provide you with a copy of the 2002 annual environmental operating report after we
receive It from the licensee In late Apri. This report vll contain detaged data and analyses
conceming turtle captures in 2002. If you have any comments or questions, please contact
Dr. Michael Masnik at 301-415-t191 or MTM2ZDNRC.GOV.

Sincerely.
/RA
Pao-Tsin Kuo, Program Director
Ucense Renewal and Environmental Impacts
Division of Regulatory Improvement Program
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos.: 50-335 and 50-389

Endosure: As stated

cc: wlend.: See next page
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Department of
Environmental Protection

Mw.ySufPi D.ats~
3T C= cnue SO

FebruaY 8, 2002

Mr. Milx Mur-*y
Florida Stat Cjevingbxo=
Departinet Oof Ct ommitY Affairs
235 ShuOard Oak Boulevs3rd
Taslhassc, Flonda 32399-2100 _

Re; Department of Encrgy, Florida Power and Light Comp=y, EnvnaetW Repon
Operion Lices Renewal Stae St. Lciae nit I and 2, Hatchinsoz Iland, St. Lucie
CourIy

SAI: FL 200201111376C

Dcar . Mur:

We have reviewed the aboe-refeced Cleaflghouse projet ad recommeAd %ho tollowg
acton to improve fumetioning ofthe facility.

Aoxic cooditions have bo epo -at the botm of Big Mud Cre whe akdepth
exceeds fly feet Fish kIds hve bec repoted in that am for quite so tine d it is
recmnaded tha the creek be fiUed to a nore environmniliy ficidly depth, povided fir
am no iical operadonal ewata3t that woud prohibit such ac

If yoi) hav quetonsreg r_ding this letter. or if we may be of Aurber suistance. pleae give ae a
all at (550) 487-2231.

Sincerely,

Robat W. HaU
Office of Iotcrovainatal Propums

c: Cheryl McCee
Jeff Beel
Jimn Golden

-Mee hni'.i. Len PeoCri
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STATE OF FLORIDA

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
'Dedicated to making Florida a better place to call home'

G S

March 6,2002 LI 19M

Mr. D.E ernigap w S tf 
Florida Power & ght Company , SST nE
6501 South Ocean Drive
Jensen Beach, Florida 34957

RE. Department of Energy -Florida Power & Light Company - St. Lucie Nuclear
Powcr Plant Units I and 2 - Applicant's Environmental Report Operating License
Renewal Stage - Docket Nos. 50-335 and 50-389 - lfutchinson Island, St. Lucie
County, Florida
SAI FL200201111376C

Dear Mr. Jemigan:

The Florida State Clearinghouse, pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 12372,
Gubernatorial Executive Order 95-359, the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 145 1-
1464, as amended, and the National Environrmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4231, 4331-4335,
4341-4347, as amended, has coordinated a review of the above-referenced project

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) notes that anoxic conditions
have been reported at the bottom of Big Mud Creek wherm the water depth exceeds 40 feeL Fish
kills have been reported in that area over time; threfore DEP recmmnends that the creek be
filled to a more environmentally friendly depth; provided there arc no critical operational
constraints that would prohibit such action. Please refer to the enclosed DEP comments for
further details.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has not identified any
new concerns for fish and wildlife resources involved with this license renewaL However, in a
related matter, FWC will be reviewing Big Mud Cteek to determine if additional manatee
protection neasures are warranted. This area may bave thermal properties or other
cbaraetics that are attrctive to manatees. In addition, FWC would like to work with the

255 SHUMARD OAK OUtLVARO * 2ALAHA 5!r FLOIDA 2239210 0
Fhone: JS0.48a.04SS6Suncom 278.846 FAX: 650.921 .071/Svneem 291 .0761

Ilternet gddress: btip:I/wwW.dCa.sat.tI.ahs

1UrcU11mirrb w nIL 0I, cMWrMNInC 11IWCCTUAX4GU4W IOtwU9PCLMURTDflUo01M
37WO. I_X12 ISSP$ s. SI P_O k2k... ISS S..NAdn l~~~~~35 P.wD _x.A. nu 2^ 114 A1"4 uB-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~TA'" n"M4$
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Mr.DLlernigan
March 6, 2002
PageTwo

Florida Power & Ught Company to fomalize a protocol for the captue and recovezy of
manatees entrained in the power plant's intake camal. Please refr to the enclosed FWC
comments forfither details.

The lorida Department of Trnspotation (FDOI) notes that State Road A-I A may be
affected if work occurs on the powerpai's inake and dchae systems. FDOTshould be
contacted egrding any activities that impact ste owned ights-of-way, as permits may be
required. All wok within DOT xiglzs-of-way must be accomplisbed in accordance with tbe
requiments of FDOTs Uility Accommodation ManuaL Please refer to the enclosed FDOT
comment for further detaik

Based on the information contained in the envrnmental report and the enclosed
connents pvided by our reviewing agencies, the state has detemned tha, at this stagej the
above-efereced action is consistent with the Florida Coastal Management Program

Thank you for dhe opportuity to review this projcct. Ifyou have any questions regarding
this 1ue, please contact Ms. Jasmin Ramgton at (B50) 922-5438.

Sincerely,

'Sbiley W. Uins, Acting Administrator
Florida Coastl Management Program

SWCIdc

Enclosures

cc: Robert W. Hall, Florida Dcpartment of Evironmental Protection
Bradley l. Hadman, Flotida Fish and Widlife Conservalion Commission
Lany Hymowitz, Florida Decatment of Transportation
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FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMSSION

DAVID r. dSEILA

aAw iA P.50

VVCO J _DA--I..- ..

sKs.Dc
lb

U A. ¶tUMY HUI'PNAN JOHN n
Ddsr

Dd, OO J d

: ~RODNEY AlX

Febnary 11,2002

D ROOD QuTS4 L HDGE"ETN DD5
mome i

SANDILA. ICA
?"smh

aaAtXYj HrAaMAK DCR
OMMOVmO ROMMWAL

Psqaud T OSMn*'
FAX 03493U4IS

Mr. Mike Murry
Florida State Cearinghouse
Dq rent ofCommunity AfTain
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100

RE: SAI FL200201 1I 1376C, Florida
Power & Light Company, Opeating
License Renewal. SL Lucie Units I 6 2

Dear Mr. MwTa:

Ihe Ofice ofEnviromental Services otthe Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission has
reviewed the referenced project, and offers the following eomments.

Florida Power & Light Company (FPL) is eecidng approval from the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission to renew the opcting licenses for SL Lucie Units I and 2 for an additional 20 year The
applicant has not identified any chnges to operations, or modifications or returbishments to facilities
necessary for tis re-licensing, tt wuld affect the environmet or plant effluents

Becausethere are no significant dcas to thse facilities or their operation, we do not believe
there re any new concens for fish and wildlife resources involved with this renewal. However.
pursuant to the setlement of a awsuit, our agency wll be reviewing Big Mud Creec to determine if
additional manatee protction measus are waranted. This are may have thenal propestier or other
chacteristics that are ttrie to nmautces. In addition, we would lke to work with FPL to fonnalize
a protocol for capture and recovery ofmanatees entrained in the power plants intake canaL In this
regard, the applcant should contact Mr. Ron Mezich at (850) 922-4330.

Sincady.

Bm�ect or
Office of En ** I Services

BJH/DBB Ilt.wo5 % I .
LNV 1-2-3 W I iL

cc Mr.RonMezich Frr l4 ?Z

itate of Florida Cean616"
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Department of

t Environmental Protection
-~~~~~~~~lre' -5 toiema Dostz B4dn

Sh coww & a30 Comlea Iotd
TWh Fb*h Iior 323"-.3000

Febnuay S, 2002

Mr. Mike Muay
Florida State Clearinghouse
DeparntofCommuityAffairs I *
2555 Shumznd Oak Boulevard _14-l 7
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100

Re: Dpartment of Energy, Florida Power and Light Company, Environmental Report
Opertion Ucense Renewal State, St. Lucie Units I and 2, Hutchinson Island, St. Lucie
County

SAI: FL200201111376C

DearMr. Murmy

We have reviewed the bove-referenced Clearinghouse projea and recomnend the following
action to improve functioning of the facility..

Anoxic conditions have been reported at the bottom of Big Mud Creek where the creek depth
exceeds forty feeL Fish kills have been reported in that area for quite some time and it is
recommended that the creek be filld to a more environmentally friendly depth, provided there
are no critical oprational constaints that would probibt such action.

If you have questions regarding this leter, or ifwcmaybe offurer assistance,please givemrea
call at (850) 487-2231.

Sincerely,

Robert W. Hall
O?ice of Intergovernmental Programs

cc: Cheryl McKee
JeffBeal
Jim Golden

Mee PtmrLjon tP troces

PA W$ n ftQd p.
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Florida Depent o r ation
MU KS?CO SMCIA L T?MS x xaa t

Wsu rn S rLADPD . r ZA p0-321 s rA

TZO4r 04 W4* FU *nl.7t TsIW' 3g1 8eS
Febnuay 12, 2002

Mr. Mke Muny. CoNtfinalor
Fleda State Clea house
Department d Com y Affars
2555 Shumard Oak BCVrd
Talahassee, Florida 32399-2100

Dear Mr. Munayr.

SubJect: FU00201t11376C
Hutchbson Island Pant

In response to he sub3ec blteromwnal Coordination and Review reqisto t Deparment has the

tolowin comnnents regaing te Depadment of Enegy. FPL ApWcfft Environental Repot Operating

Lces Renewa Stae for ee SL Ludce Nuclear Power Pad Units I aid 2 on Huthison sand (St Lucie

CountY).

A rvew of te su4ect aP afOf daicas tat Stale Road A-1-A may be affected if wolk ont=r on the

Itake and Dscharge systems. The Deparme should be conlacted regadig any chwes th take place

that Impad State omed nghk-wa. Addlonaly. a work w FOOT ight Of way shall be accomplsed i

accordance wih te requiements of te FloIda Deparment ol Trasportagort's Utity Aammd n

Manual, dated Janua 1999. Pernils may be reqdred, and can be obtand thugh the District Pernls

otrr

Thank you for ie chance to parUdpate i thi eview pocess. Please contact Ms. Ane Goddeau. Draihge

Engr, at (4) 7774343 for any drabage quesbons peiing o the pn Mr. aar%Turbe0le, P.E.,

FOT Drict Pemts E neer at (954) 777437 my be conWced regr F pemitng requirements

aid M. Rocco DePrin, Producon Suppot Manger, may be contaced at (954) 77-4125 regan Ult
Acommnodailon Maual requiments.

SbW

Intergovmrrmenlal Manager

a: Sandra WhIrre
Ani Goddeau
QazllTut,ed
Roco DePrm
Mancy Bungo

nU 42E155

wwwdot stealus @

,., _.^ ... ̂._ ..... .wA .fl*Y flfl,V.fl
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COUNIY. ST. WCOE I DATE: 1/10/02
as/0UE DATE: 2/10/02

Message: t3tAUD DATE: 3/11/02
s>X: FU00201111376C

STATE AGENCIE

COUMUNITYAFPAMS
FISH S WVLDI! CONSERV. COMM
#EALTI4

X STATE
TRAMSPORTATIONI
t&PIONMENTALPROTECTION

.-

a tO,,,S<, E

wc: -

WATER MHOMT. D#RICTS

SOlH FlRIAWlD

01- 

. .~

* * . :.__ I

TM Attaced docuent rquIres a CoaU Zom ZWeACFIktd
Coaat XvIssomar Piogam eoanhatny ev alutsta aind t categorized
as owle lowig:

Federal Asce to Sta or Local Goumwet (IS CFR O, Subpat FJ.
- Agences a.e raquire to *a th w onsItency of w acy.

DL-ed Federat Act (15 CFR 130. Subpart C). FtedantAgencies an
rnequrtd to furhia a consatncy detarmAnation lor th StlaW

corci ne at objecton.

Outer Contnertal Shel Eqort1on. Development or Production
- ActIties(5C13C0,SubpartE). Operatorssrquredtto"kde 

cornistncy certao for state eocur bjctim

Federal LioMag on P*M ItIn A tVt (16 CFR 130. Supat D). Such
project w only be evatatad for consi ectic uw Ute s rat an
anlogou stab Ucente or penoL

toect Description:
OapawbAmt ofEneugyVIlbrca Power and ghLt
Crq . a EM*froMeat topo
Vpertv Liee Renwa StWe -St. Lade
tnts I and 2 -Dedrt t 55 nd 50 M

jt,Son bW. CL Lode Cun%ty. Thnda

To: Florida State Cleatrighouse EO. 123?2iNEPA Federal Consistency
AGENCY CONTACTAND COORDINATOR CSCH)
2555 SHUMARD OAK BLVD No Comment No CnnUConstnt
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-2100 o nt -Xo C
(850) 414-6580 (SC 996580) o CmueAed C C ois Aaed
(850)414-0479 0 Not Apprcabl O IniderConnAaied

ONot Aplkae

Division of Hfstorical Rcsoc. I
Fro: Bureau of Historic Pesrvzi?cSne
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Appendix F

GEIS Environmental Issues Not Applicable
to St. Lucie Units 1 and 2

Table F-1 lists the environmental issues listed in the Generic Environmental Impact Statement
for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants (GEIS) (NRC 1996; 1 999)(a) and 10 CFR Part 51,
Subpart A, Appendix B, Table B-1, that are not applicable to St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 because of
plant or site characteristics.

Table F-1. GEIS Environmental Issues Not Applicable to St. Lucie Units 1 and 2

ISSUE-10 CFR Part 51, Subpart A, GEIS
Appendix B, Table B-1 Category Sections Comment

SURFACE WATER QUALITY, HYDROLOGY, AND USE (FOR ALL PLANTS)
Altered thermal stratification of lakes 1 4.2.1.2.3 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 do not discharge to a

4.4.2.2 lake.
Altered salinity gradients 1 4.2.1.2.2 St Lucie Units 1 and 2 discharge to the ocean.

4.4.2.2
Eutrophication 1 4.2.1.2.3 St Lucie Units 1 and 2 discharge to a large

4.4.2.2 oceanic water body.
Water-use conflicts (plants with cooling 2 4.3.2.1 The St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 cooling system
ponds or cooling towers using makeup water .4.4.2.1 does not use makeup water from a small iver
from a small iver with low flow) with low flow.

AQUATIC ECOLOGY (FOR ALL PLANTS)
Premature emergence of aquatic insects 1 4.2.2.1 Aquatic insects only present in freshwater

4.4.3 environments.
AOUATIC ECOLOGY (FOR PLANTS WITH COOUNG-TOWER-BASED HEAT DISSIPATiON SYSTEMS)

Entrainment of fish and shellfish in early life 1 4.3.3 This issue is related to heat-dissipation
stages systems that are not installed at St. Lucie Units

1 and 2.
Impingement of fish and shellfish 1 4.3.3 This issue is related to heat-dissipation

systems that are not installed at St. Lucie Units
1 and 2.

Heat shock 1 4.3.3 This issue is related to heat-dissipation
systems that are not installed at St. Lucie Units
1 and 2.

1 (a) The GEIS was originally issued in 1996. Addendum 1 to the GEIS was issued in 1999. Hereafter,
2 all references to the GEIS" include the GEIS and its Addendum 1.
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Appendix F

Table F-1. (cont'd)

ISSUE-10 CFR Part 51, Subpart A, GEIS
Appendix B, Table B-1 Category Sections Comment

GROUNDWATER USE AND QuALrTY
Groundwater use conflicts (potable and 2 4.8.1.1 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 withdraw less than 100
service water, and dewaterng; plants that 4.8.1.2 gpm of groundwater.
use >100 gpm)
Groundwater-use conflicts (plants using 2 4.8.1.3 St. Lucie does not use cooling towers.
cooling towers withdrawing makeup water 4.4.2.1
from a small ver)
Groundwater-use conflicts (Ranney wells) 2 4.8.1.4 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 do not have or use

Ranney wells.
Groundwater quality degradation (Ranney 1 4.8.2.2 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 do not withdraw
wells) groundwater.
Groundwater quality degradation (cooling 1 4.8.3 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 do not use cooling
ponds in salt marshes) ponds.
Groundwater quality degradation (cooling 2 4.8.3 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 do not use cooling
ponds at inland sites) ponds.

TERRESTRIAL RESOURCES
Cooling tower impacts on crops and 1 4.3.4 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 lack cooling towers and
omamental vegetation cooling ponds.
Cooling tower impacts on native plants 1 4.3.5.1 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 lack cooling towers and

cooling ponds.
Bird collisions with cooling towers 1 4.3.5.2 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 lack cooling towers and

cooling ponds.
Cooling pond impacts on terrestdal 1 4.4.4 St. Lucie Units I and 2 lack cooling towers and
resources cooling ponds.

HUMAN HEALTH
Microbiological organisms (occupational 1 4.3.6 This issue is related to workers maintaining
health) cooling towers, which St. Lucie does not have.
Microbiological organisms (human health) 2 4.3.6 St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 do not use lakes or
(plants using lakes or canals, or cooling canals, or cooling towers or cooling ponds that
towers or cooling ponds that discharge to a discharge to small river.
small river)

F.1 References

10 CFR 51. Code of Federal Regulations, Title 10, Energy, Part 51, "Environmental Protection
Regulations for Domestic Licensing and Related Regulatory Functions."

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). 1996. Generic Environmental Impact Statement
for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants. NUREG-1437, Volumes 1 and 2, Washington, D.C.
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